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orOF JOSEPH SMITH

MARCH 1843

thursday 2 1I was encaseded inin the court
room sitting on the cascabecasee oia charlescharies jl dana

s william B brink all daydaf in the evening
examining blackstone and phillipsphilFhillips on evi-
dence

elders B young and 0 hydellyde with their
wives stelder 11 CkimballsKimballsbails

the legislature of illinois took up the bill
to repeal the nauvoo city charter

mr davis of bond moved to take up the
bill to repeal a part of the nauvoo charter
objections being0 made by several members it
wasmaa decided in the affirmative and placed on
the orders of the day the question being on
ordering the bill to a third reading v

mr simmsI1 moved the previous question
mr logan hoped the previous question would

not be sustained some of the provisions pro-
posed to be repealed are very innocent ones

hd he thought the house wouldfould be willing to
themiethem he wanted to repeal the provisions

allowing the writ of habeas corpus andantt some
others theale previous questquestionign was then lost

mrair I1loganogan denied that anyarfy discussion had
beenbein had on the provisions of the charter pro-
posed to be ierepealedpealed lieile wanted the gentle-
men interested to have an opportunity to be
heardbeard

mr ThthomasthomaasoraAs B owen of hancock went
into the subject at some length ilehe compared
the charter of nauvoo with any other city in
the state and showed that the bill repealed
the same powers in the nauvoo charter which
others contained and arealoe permitted to retain
ilehe thought this unjust and was opposed to the
principleciple of making such distinctions ileheprincipleirinErinore testimony to the good order and industry
of the mormonscormonsMor mons and hefie hadanohad no doubt but that
they were much abused

lie alluded to the coursecouise of the whigsdigs durinaduningduring
the canvass for the last election and appealed
to his party to sustain the mormonscormonsMormons altheyas they
had so nobly carried the last election he cau-
tionedti them against taking the other course and
predicted if they did that they would be the
means of electing a whig to congress in that
district andanand at the next gubernatorial election
would elect the governor also that the arms
of the whigs were open to receive them

friday 3 1I was again sitting on the case
of dana vs brink until loliol10 i pm many wit-
nesses were examined many lawyers pleas
made and much law read it was a very
tedious suit and excited much feeling amongamoneamong
the people when I1 returned home tiI1 faunafound
rnymy mothers health improving I1 visited sister
durphy who was sick in company with dr
Ririchardscharys

bishop N K whitney returned from ramus
this eeveningenang with five teams loaded with pro-
visions antand grain as a present to me which
afforded me vervveryv ery seasonable relief I1 pray the
lord to blessbiess them abundantly and may it be
returnedL uupon0n their heads an hundred foldfoid

mr valvaiwilliam smithysmith of hancockancockII moved a
call of the house some members leaving

the bill passed by yeas and nays as follows
yeas aldrichaidrich Bailballbailhachelacheylache bell

blakeman bone brinkley 9 brown of sanga
inonilion BurLbureburclowburklowlow busey caldwell gloudcloud coch-
ran compton courtright danner dollins
douglas edwards epler ewin ewing fick-
lin flanders fowlerfowier glass gobble haley
hambarhambaughby hick ickmanhickmanII hintonIIinton hornshornyhomey
llowardhoward y erI1 kearnerKeorner kuykendalkuykendaKuykendandaH1

lawler loy mcclarnandernand marshall menard
mitchell murphy Nnesbit norris rennpenn shur-
ley simms 1 thomson turner vanvancee vinyard
irweatherfordeatherford wheat white whitten wilson
andarid woodworth 58

kaysnays Aless rs adams ames andrus ar
noidnold brown faimaijaiof pike browning collins
cushman dougherty dubois graves han-
nifordri hanson harper hatch jackson of
mcinenry jackson of whiteside jonas
lendallkendall langworthy lockhart loganjogan mc-
donalddonald of calhoun mcdonald of joe
davdavisis ea SSmilith of crawford
sinsmithI1 th oft- kI1IIancocklacoc spspiceri ra ststestewartwart tatackc
ebcarbury vandevernde cryery 11 itcditc b aandnd irmr speakersealer

33

the Sspeakereaker the bill is13 passed the title
of the bipbilliiilii

the speaker recited thefhe title of the bill
mr smith of hancockancockII I1 wish to amend the

title of the bill profound silence
the speaker theile title has passed
by several members in time in time
mrair smith sent his amendment to the chair
the speaker the amendment is not res-

pectful and not in order
great sensation several members called

for a reading of the amendment
the amendment was read aaA blitbill forsor an act

to humbug the citizens cfof Nattnauvoodoo 1 profound
sensation mr smith said he considered the
amendment as perfectly describing the contents
of the bill ilehe was anxious that things should
be called by their right names the chair
decided that the amonamendmentdment was not in
order

A member I1 wish a vote to ascertain if the
house does not sustain the decision of the chair

mr smith withdrew his amendment
the title of the bill then passed
english papapersers report an eruption of mount

considerablelerableetna consiconsiderable torrents ofofa lava flowing
towards bronte doing immense damadamagee

saturday 4 in council with brother bondonben-
jamin F johnson and others from ramus on
tthehe subject of building a meeting house there
out of church propertyroperty I1 told them the pro-
perty of the jurchchurch should be disditdisposedposed of by
the direction of the trustee in trust aappointedp hinted
by the voice of the whole church antaniand made
the following compacomparisonrisom there is a wheel
nauvoo is the hub weve will drive the first spoke
in ramus second in la harpe third in shoko
quon fourth in lima that is laifbalfhalf the wheel
inethethe other half isis over the river we will let
that alone at present we will call the saints
from iowa to these spokes then send elders
over and convert the whole people

I1 agreed to go to ramus this day week
at 10 I1 attended the city council

prayer by geogoo A smith when a bill regula-
ting the currency was read and as the legis-
lature of illinois have long been trtryinging to
repeal the charter of nauvoo I1 mazemade some
remarks aaas I1 had frequently done on formerfoger
occasions to shewshow the council and others that
the legislature can not constitutionally repeal
a charter where there is no repealing clause
after which I1 readread a letter from james arling-
ton bennett dated feb 1 1843 which con-
firms my decision

in debate geogoo A smith daideaid imprisonment
was better than hanging

I1 replied I1 was opposed to hanging even if
a man kill another I1 will shoot him or cut off
his head spill his alood on the ground and let
the smokee thereof ascend up to god and if
ever I1 have the privilege of making a law onen
that subject I1 will have it so

in reply to some of the councilorscouncillorscounci lors who
thought it impolitic to stop circulating bank
notes as currency at once I1 replied I1 would
useubeuseube a figure and talk like some foolish fathers
do to their children if you want to kill a ser-
pent dont cut off his head fortor fear he will bite
you but cut off his tail yitpiecee e by piece and
perhaps you wont get bit it is tliethe same with
this bill I1 say if papera er currency isis an evil put
it down at once menwhen councilorscouncillorscounci lors get up here
I1 want them to speak sense great god where
is common sense aridalid reason Is there none on
the earth why have the canker remaining
any longerbonger to sap our life if you get hold of
a 5 billbibi you can get nothing with it there is
no one dare touch it fearing it to be a counter-
feit or the note of a broken bankban I1 wish you
had my soulboul ionlonlongiong enough to know how good it
feels I1 say it iiss expedient whenshen you strike at
an enemy to strike the most deadly blow pos-
sible

councilor 11llydede asked me what an editor
should do I1 toiltolltoad him advertiseadvert ize in yourour next
paper to your agents to sendsen you goldd and sil-
ververyvers as paper will be no lonionlonger taken as pay

the ordinance regulating currency in the
city passed by a unanimous vote as follows

sec 1 be it ordained by the city council
of the city of nauvoo that from and after the
passage of this bill gold and cocoincolnin only
can be receivedrecelreccived as lawful tender in payment of
city taxes and of debts and alsoaho of einesfines im-
posed under the ordinances of the city

sec 2 that city scrip shall not hereafter be
emitted as moneyed currencurrency providedded how-
ever that nothing in

currency
tbthis billcT shallprovidedallail be so con-

strued as to prevent the redemption of previous
emissions

secsee 3 that any person passing0 counterfeit
gold or silver or copper coin or counterfeit or
spurious paper currency or aiding or abetting
thereinherein or holding the samesame with intent to pass
it knoknowingwinert it to be such shall be liable to a
fine not exexceedingcbedin is five thousand dollars or to
imprisonment or hard I1laborabor in the city for a
termerin exceedingnot fourteen years or all these
penalties at the discretion of the court

sec 4 that any person passing a paper cur-
rency or aiding and abetting therein orhild
ing the same with intent to pass it within the
bounds of this city corporation shall be liable
to a fine of one dollar for every doll arthus
offered or passed to be recovered as in actionartioli
of debt one half of said fine to be paid to the
complainant the other halfhalt to said corpora-
tion

a

JOSEPH SMITH mayor af

I1 was rcre electedelectea registrar of deeds for the
city

dr samuel Bennet chosen alderman
and albert P rockwood elijah Fordfordhamhanlhant and
charles C rich firewardens in the city

Bby my suggestion the committee on public
worworkss were instructed to prepare an ordinance
to provide for the erection of a city prison

on returning to my office after dinner I1
spoke the following proverb for a man to be
great he must not dwell on small things
though he may enjoy them showing that a
prophet cannot wellweli1 I1 be his own scribe but
must have some one to write for him

I1 told dr richards that there was one thing
he failed in as a historian and that was noting
surrounding objects weather ac

the battle of gogog and magog will be after
the millennium iethe remnant of all nations
that fight against jerusalem were commanded
to go up to jerusalemjerusalemae to worship in the millen-
nium

I1 dictated to my scribe my decision in the
case of brink vs dana until 414 pm

thisills day mr warren in the state senate
moved to take from the table the bill to repeal
the charter of the city of nauvoo but the
senate refused to repeal it nays 17 ayes
16

0 P rockwell was taken prisoner in st
louislouls by the missouriansMissourians on an advertisadvertisementelent
aaccusingaccusing hihimtinirn withrithv shooting ex governor boggs
on the ath6th day of may 1842

sunday 5 1I staid at home all layday to take
1 care of my mother who was still sick
I1 A severe shock of an earthquake felt at
memphis tenn

monday 0 I1 read in the boston beedee a
letter from elder G J adams and also aranotherlother
comcommunicationmunica tion showing the progress of the
truth in boston and vicinity at 9 called
in my office and requested dr richards to
write to the bee after which I1 recited in ger-
man until dinner and in the evening rode out
to visit the sick

the municipal court wasvas in session to hear
any complaintcomplain6s against the city assessment 1

but pone appeared
inthein the evening a grand displayy of burning0

prairie on the iowa side of the river
tuesday 717 I1 was in my office at 9 am

and reviewed my decision in the case of brink
vs dana and conversing withit drr richardsto ar s on0111

the subject of medicine after dinner I1 exe-
cuted1 several deeds for city lots and settled
with the purchasers assisted by william
clayton

brother david manhard of lee county
iowa brought me two loads of corn and one
hog for which may the lord bless himhirn

Eeastast wind through the day commenced
I1 raining at 3 pm

wednesday 8 in office at 8 am and signed
some documents in relation to the nauvoo le-
gion
1110

0n and also settling with william ford
rodede out with mr john B cowan in the
evening

in the evening a meetingmeet was held in the
house of eldereiderEaldr II11 C kimballba which was
crowded he preached from jeremiah
cliacilachapterter 2ndand to ath verses on the figure of clay
in Zthi hands of the potter 410

the ship yorkshire left liverpool englandenglad
with 83 saints on board under the supervision
of elders thomas bullock and richard rush-
ton

A terrible earthquake occurred at guadal-
oupe and other west india islands thousands
of persons buried under the ruins of the fallen
houdeshouses

thursday 9 mr john B cowan took the
decision of judge pope in the united states
district court on the ath of january last and
other papers relating thereto also mr butter
fields opinion to lay before the governor of
iowa in order to induce him to recall a writ
issued on the requisition of the governor of
missouri for my arrest in case I1 should visit
mymv friends in iowa

1

I told brother phelps that lie should be a
lawyer and understand law and the time will
come whennhen I1 shall not need savsay to you thus

I1 and thus is the law for you know itft
E II11 mower wrote me from clinton county

indiana that he had recently baptized Vs32 and
a great many were enquiring after truth

william cr0 clarkdark gave me a load of corrcorp
and sanford porter gave me a hog

rain and sleet the whole of the day

INDIAN TROUBLES thus writes the wash
ington correspondent of the philadelphia north
american ilehe says that cuttlersguttlers and brutal
blackblackguardsguardsbards who hang about a military force
have ionegone

done more than all other causes to fo
ment difficulties with the indianindians recklessreckEeck less
drunken and degraded and by their accursed
liquors making the poor indians as bad as
themselves they bring about many collisions
that would never occur when sosob berandcrand sensible
menberemen were present

FREE COUNTcorwraycocCoiwraYt jefferson was a great man
and an undoubted patriot but a southern editor
would expose himself to thetiie danger of a mob

I1 violence if he were to use at this time such
i languagelangaare as mr jefferson used loullouisvilleLouiaville
journal

BE DILIGENT diligence the handhandmaidmaiamala of
providence is the parent of intelligence and
the noble dispenser of excel enancealceal I1 arts anand1

sciences are at her command she crowns all
hherr sons and lovers with richesa and honor

THE KANSAS QUESTION
concluded from page 84sl

then follows thelielletle process or irlifril biting new recruits ahovhou ho
aretire properly vouchedcouched for bv niembersmembers of tha order he
prelimpreliminary obligation to observe secrecy the catechism
to which the candidate Is suldbulysubjectedeced and the eiplex na-
tions ofor the colonel iniii respect to the objects of thehies or-
der which are thusthug

first to secure to kansas the besheshassingssings and pros-
perity ofrif being it9 free statestale and secondly totit protect thellie
billot box from the leprous touch of unprincipledri ineninell
these and nilall other questions letriz satisfactorily rnnn

the final oath is13 thus administered miliilij
explanations upon omir part we shallshail ask fouacu fiatlint
you take with us antin placing 3 in tiotsotie
sameearne attitude as before

obligation
111I in th 1 mostm t solemn winailnamannerrinerrimer herebere in hethe prepree

ence of heaven nandn d oliesethese witnesses lind myselff that I1
will never reveal nor cause to be revealed eieitherelther by itwordod
look or sign by writing printing engraving painting r
manyy manner whatwhitwhatsoever anthan tilingilig pertaining to this in-
stitutionution save to persons duly qualified to receive the
same 1 will never reveal thefile naturenatura of the oigaolga niza
tion the place of meeting the fact that any person is a
member f the same or even the existence ofor the organ-
izationiziza tionatin except tu persons legally quaiqualifiedfied to receive
the famerame should I1 at any time withdraw or belie sus-
pended or expeap lied from this organization I1 will keep
this obligation to the end of life if anyry books papers
or moneysa belonging to this organization be entrusted
to my carcare or keeping will fAthfaithfullyfully and completely
deldeideliveravei up the same to my successorsuccesscr in office or any one
legally authorized to receive theinthem I1 will never know-
ingly propose a person for membership ja this order
whowiio is not in favor of makinsmatins kansas a treefreere state anians
whom I1 heelfeel satisfied will exert lilshis entire influence to
bring aboinabout this result Tr will arid
abide by any honorable inomovement trade bythe
tintinn to lecure this great end which will not conflict
with the laws of the country and the constitution ofif
the united statesstairs I1 will unflinchingly vote for and
support thecandidates nominated ly ihs organization
in preference to any and all others

to allnil of this obligation I1 do most solemnly pirdpirupromisehilee
andind affirm anding penalty of being ex-
pelled from this organization or having my name pub-
lished to the several territorial encampmentsencampments usbis a per-
jurer before heaven and traitor to my country f pass-
ing through life scorned and reviled by moanroan frowned
on by devils fo forsakenisaken by angel sand abandoned bogod

the colonel then addresses the recruits who have slenen-
listed in a noble army battling in a glorious cause in
the counecourse of which he says

there are signs by which members of thishits organiza-
tion may know each other colonel will givealv them to
candidates there Is also a grip there Is a certifying
conversation and tigsignalbignalnalofof distress there are passwords
which none canran communicate to you sayesayo the iriire siding
onilofil or upon hinhis authority and you cannot communi-
cate themhem to another saveeave to the aid upon your examin-
ation these passwords are invariably given in a mhighislishis
per

instructions on entering regimentsre are theethese at outer
door any alarm here you will give the sentinel the pass-
word at inner doordoors three raps here you will give the
sentinel your nameynamesname the number of your regiment and
explanation of the term password salute the proddingpresiding
officer both on your ingress aridand egress by pacangacingplacing irightlight
hand on breast and betly bolboingbowingng

the closingcing ceremony Istalksas followsfOllO WF

colonel fellow solsoi I1 trust this review has been
both pleasant arldand profitable to all we met as
let us part as brothers that we seek nuno
wrong to adyany and our bond of union in battling for the
right mustmu it tend to makemate nsus better men better neighbors
and better citizens we thank you for your kindness and
attention and invite you all to be present at our next re-
view tobeto be holden at 1 on next at relock0 clockelock
P 31 sentinels you ailla iiilil open the doors that our sol-
diers may retire pleasantly and in orderorden 23

tour ccommitteeommittee have deemed it important to give this
outline of0 the constitution aniand rituals of01 the grand
encampment and regiments of the kansas legionlegions as
constituting the secret organizationorganizations political and millmili
tartlary in obedience to which the public demonstrations
hahavehayee been made to subvert the authority of aetlethe territo-
rial government established by congress by settingg up
a state governmentgovernments either with ornitor withouthout the assent vfof
congress as circumstances should determine the en-
dorsementdordorF ement of this military organization ard recommen-
dation by the digdie springs convention for catbethe procureprocura

and preparation of arms accompanied with the
distinct declaration that we twillt will resist themthern the laws
enacted by thefc kansas lo10 a bloody issue aaas
snsskin n as we ascertain that peaceable remremediesediesedles shall faifall
and forcible resistance shallshail furnish any reasonable pros-
pect of suusucluccisciscbss would seem to admit of no other inter-
pretationpre tation than in the eventcent that the courts of justice
shall sustain the validity of those laws and congress
shall refuse to admit kansas as a state with thedhe consti-
tution to be formed at topeka they will set up an inde-
pendent government in dell ance of the federal authority

ricrietic Is clearly indicated bytheby the etherother pro
ffdings of this Convenconventiontiong in which it Is declared
that we with scorn repudiateallate the election lawslaw so

calladcallandand nominate govgoy reederkeeder for congrositssi to be
votedvotev0 tedd for on a difdlfterent anyday from that authorized by lawslaw
atIsan11 election tubeto be heldbeld byty cadges amawl cherki not gipjip
pointed luin pursuance of any to I1 e
sworn by any person authorize by latrlaw
0 a tha and theilie rreStuturnsritsriis to be made andawl resultsrei unauka proclaimed
and t erMiermlcatescatts grantedre cited in a modeymodesanode arldand not by persons

to perform acts ay any lawin eror ouiout of
abotb Territerritorytorr

in nomination neederreeder address-
ed the convention aas oolfolfollowslowi among other

in rivinggiving him this nomnoni tratianationtion infit this mann rh ahai
strengthstrengthensent lasids arms tofl dorio their work and inlorr tumfumutiuilu ii
lieha woudwould now pledge to them a ststeadyeidyeidT pov

of purposespurpose never firingtiring Indusindustry doggdoggedd perspirenire
verance and all the abilities with which god had Ps

dowed liimfilm to0 o the righting of their wrongs andailiaill the tin i

triumph of thirth irlr causecluse ileue believed fromfroni the ci c miumiiinmi i

stances which halhad for the last eight months surroundurro it0
him and which had at the samosanto time placed in hisliis pospot
desloninn many tactfact and bound and soul t
the oppressed voters of kansa that lie could do iauch

obtaining a redro a eiftitf their grievancegrievances IIIill saldsaid
that day hvbv day a crlos was corningcoming upon uac thicthir in af

a this be tcte poelpopl erity a anta mirk
I1 eilea period afas are to us the opening of thathehe nevolKevol
the adoption of the declaration of independenceandadd hotho

era of the alienalten and sedition innlanla n should take
eachcacti step carefully so that rach be a step ofor safi

andanil nho0o that no violenceviolence be done to the tie which bindbinds

the american peoplepr opleopie tositogi ther lieile alluded to the
avd tyranny under which wwe are and hive been an
saldsall that if any one supposed that were to bebo

1 imps d by force upon a free adiaddi theythiv
never knew or had forforgottengitten the history ofor our fafathersliters
american clilzenezent war infit their barrasbr ts too of tatstoe
spirl tottor oth r and trying dysdygd ys and havehavhay lived torton louirliinitin
amid the blessbiess Inra of lbertslirly to suisul noltrolt to finaln n fri- ia
any quarter and tie11lemanieman0 anan who havinshaving owenwe itt1 n fre j
could tamelanelv toid was dtfit to be a siaveslave
lie urged the free state innm notof ican
lawiisaiI sap and determinedly the one arirrlpralisrlarstst
neverbever swerving but steadily ineinh onsongon asalibidid thothe wigU
menrow wiiowrin followed the fartarstar to tirtim mangar imling back
onlyaly for irthirrrtht h encenia gernengernan t Hsire counseled that peace
fuiful resistance b malemaie to ot
theft spurious le Io lalure tthataa arnasarras tutv tittiit to


