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THE DES

_ After the nation had struggled ‘a!on;,_innmu-
ing in knowledge, ard power, arid experience,
and had maintaiaed their independence and lib-
erly for upwaids of half a century, and had-made
rapid strides in teaching, developing and enjoy-
ing the principle of physical, moral and rel gious
liberty, the Almighly determined to assert his
right, and establish an everlasting kingdom upon
the unalterable principles of eternal truth—a
kingdom which could never be destroyed nor
ever be shakeu, though the heavens should pass
away, and the worlds disaprear with a univers- |

The Lord now saw that there was one nation
upon the earth, where he conld venture to begin |
the great work—where a theocracy could exist
in an ecclesiastical form, being legally »1d law-
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si'ver represent another kingdom inferior to thee,
that shall succeed thy kingdom, which all com-
mentators agree, was the kingdon of the Medes
and Persians. The belly and thighs of brass re-
present auother kingdom which shall sncceed
the Medes and Persians, which, all agree in

(saying, was the Macedonian empire; the legs of
iron represent the uext in succession whieh shall
have univeisal dominion: all agree that the fourth
represents the Roman empire. The feet of iron
and clay represent the ten kingdoms which shall | be broken in pieces.

spring out from the broken fragments of the Ro-
man empire. Governments in their weak snd
divided state were to have

last tiuyl.

fully entitled fo all the rights and protection
guaranteed in the great American eonstitution in
common with all religious parties. The kingdom !
of God could not be set up without ecalling of- |
ficers and inspiring men, and revealing laws;
while this Rapublic elects its own officers, and
makes its own laws,

The American Congress do not pretend to in-
spirati>u: the speaker who occupies the highest |
and most honorable station in the lower hou- e, is ,’
not a prophet: Le does not deliver the word of
the Lord as law. Neither does the honorable
president of the Senate suy—thus saith the Lord
God: But all the deliberstions and enactments of
that illustrious body a'e the results of human
wisdom. They would not suffer a prophet of
God to come into their midstard dictate the laws |
that should be adopted by the nation. They |
would should show him the door. They woud
call upon the officers that are ajpointed to keep |
order in that houeruble nssembly, 1o put out such
a character; they would very likely say, we will
not, for a moment, listen to him, thongh he may
profess 1o be inspired ard 1o have received heav-
enly vi-ions, and to huve® seen God and talked
with him face to face, as Moses, Abruham, Isaac
and Jacob did, yet we will let him know, that he
musi not come among us and andertake to dictate
us as to the kind of laws we shall pass. This
fe not a theocratic form of governmentand there-
fore we will not listen to him.

In ancient times, we find even king'y powers
bowed to proph«ts and revelators., Nebuchad-
nezzar in all his glory could pive heed to the
prophet Daniel, eould listeu to the interpretation
of his own dream; he kelieved in prophets: but
the people of thege lalter times have strayed so
far from a theocratical form of government that
they do not even believe in snch things as
dreams aud visions inspirel of God; hence, it
would be a difficult matier for such a man as
Dariel to approach the august assembly aunual-
ly convened at the capitol.

| have often contrasted, in my reflec'ions, the
faith of the present nations of christendom with
the faith of the ancient Egyptians and Babyloni-
ens. These nations, ns wicked as they were, did
believe in the spiiit of prophecy and revela ion;
they did recrive a prophet—hence we find the
Egyptians exalting a Joserh fiomn a dungeon
because he had a dream, and because he gave the
true interpretation ther<of. Said Pharaoh, there
is no man among us that is so uble to dictate,
guide and direct the uffairs of this nation s this
mnan, He has had a dresm—1the Lord has reveal-
ed to hin somethine about nur future condition
—what is to tuke place in Egypt and inthe sur-
rounding vations. The Lord has revealed to
bim that there are to be seven vears of plenty
and seven years of famine. What man is so
well fitted to stand nex' to me in anthority, to
dictate anu guide the «fF«irs of this people in re-
gard to the approaching jamine? L-t him be ex-
alted and honored.

Would they thus honor a prophet in this day?
No. They would say, heis a false, vizionary
character, and is not fit for a justice of the pesce
or for any other office of the lsust responsibility.
The inbabi'ants of great Babylon,one of the most
popular nations on the earth, having gone forth,
conquering and te conquer, until the Jewish na-
tions and all nations were brought in subjection
to them, still had configenece in prophets: and
their great king Nebuchadnezzar, surrounded
with all the mnguificence of power and sitling on
his throne, dresmed a dream and be had confi-
dence there was something in it; he did not des-
pise the epiritof revelation as the A meric ncon-

ress would, or as the kings, emperors and no-
les of the earth, at this day, would do; but he
considered it indicative of something in the fu-
ture,and a proclamation was sentforth among all
the wige men of Babylon, commanding them to
reveal his dream and the inferpretation thereof,
or they should be put to death. About the time
they were fo carry out the sentence of the king
and pnt to death the astrologers and wise mer of
great Babylon, Daniel exclaimed, ‘Why is the
decree so has'y from the king? and desired
of the king that he would give him time, and
that e wonld show the king the interpretfation.
Through the prayer of faith, the secret was re-
vealed to Daniel, and he came before the king
and said, ‘thou, O,king, sawest and.- behold a
great image. This great image, whose bright-
ness was exrellent, stood before thee; and the
formn thereof was terrible. This image’s head
was of fine gold, his breast and his arms of <ilver,
his belly and his thighs of brass, his legs of iron,
his feet, part of iron and vart of clay. Thou
sawest fill that a stone was cut out without
bands, which smote the image upon his feet that |
were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces; |
then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver
and the gold broken to pieces together and be- |
came like the chaffof the summer threshing-floors
and the wind carried them away that no place
was found for them: and the stone that smote
the imege became a great mountain and filled the
whole earth, Thisis the dream.’

I will now relate the substance of the inter-
pretation. This great image which vou saw rep-
resents the successive kingdoms of the world,
down to the setting up of the kingdom of God.—
The head of gold represents the great kingdom

gseen that the Greek

dicted that this
come and broken up, and that the fragmen's
should compose the modern kiogdoms of Earo
together with those governments that have emi-
grated from Europe to this western continen!? —

image, and disunited from all forms of

grees, until the dominion, and the greatness of

The kingdom of God was entirely distinet from

| this great im»ge; it formed no part of i, but it

was represent-d as a stone cut out of the moun-
tain without bands. That stone smote the im-
age on the feel, not on the head, nor upon any
other portions of the body; it was first to com-
mence its operations upon the feet and toes of the
great image; and then the feet, toes, legs, bresst,
arms and head were to be broken tfo pieces, snd
become like the chaff of the summer threshing-
floors and thewind was to carry away the whole

(imuge and there was to be no place found for it, | ag

while the hitle stone was to increase 1o such a
magnitude that it should fill the whole earth, and
the domiuvion, even the greatness of the dominion,
under the whole heavens, was to be given to the
Saints of the Most H gh.
pretation of ttus remarkable prophetic dream.

It is not my Iintention, tlis morning, to say
much concerning the partienlar relations which
the kingdom of God will have towsrds the reli-
gious views of men and nations. This depart-
ment of this great subject was so ably inves!-
gated by our President, Sabbath before last, thut
I should esteem it a folly for me to attempt to
throw any new lght upon it. ludeed, it would
be very diffi:ult to find langnage to express the
ideas more clearly and plainly, than they were
expressed by him.

My cbject has been, this morning, to take an-
other branch of this subject, and show you the
times and the seasons of establishing a theoc-
racv upon the earth, and perhaps say something
about ite final triumph,

From what has been said, we can perceive that
some parts of D niel’s prophecy have already
been fulfilled. ‘T'ne predictions were of such a
character that no man, by hiz own wisdom, in
the days of Dauiel, could have possibly foreseen
those far off events. What man, by his own
human wigdom, could, for a moment, have sup-
posed that *he kingdom of the Medes and Persi-

|ans would overthow the great empire of Baby-

ion, in the way that it wasPforetold Daniel?

Again, what m«n, uninspired, cou'd
empire, under the govern-
ment and rule of Alexander, would go forth and

four of his generals? which is all eleaily foretold

in the 7th and 8ih chapters of Daniel. What
man, by bis own sagacity, without the inspira-
tion of the Almighty, could have understood that |
a great iron Kingdom should arise and be diverse |,
from all the other kivgdoms and should brake
pieces aid devour the whole earth and stamp
them down with oppression and tyranny? which |
it is well known, was done by the
empire,

In

greal Roman
All these things were fulfilled literally.

Agein, what human foresight could have pre-
great Kingdom should he over-

All these prophecies have been literally fuifilled.
Why, then, not loek for the kingdom of God to

erise literally from the mountains, as a little

8fone, t break In pieces the great image? If one
purtion of the prophecy has been literally fulfill-

ed, why not look for the literal fulfillmen! of the

balance? [ expect the literal fulfillment of 1hat
prophecy, relating to the Saints of the last days,
arising like a small s'one aneonnected with this
govern-
ment,both civil and ecclesiasticel; I look for s.ch
a kingdem to arise wilh a separate form of gov-
ernment avd to continue, and prevail, and pro-

the dominian, under the whole heavens, chall be
given Lo the Saints of the Most High. I look for
that to be fulfilled literally, just as mueh asI
know the other to have been fulfilled literally.—

| know that itis often argued by those who pro- |

fess to be wisemen, that the kingdom, represent-
ed by this little stone cut out of the mountain,
tuok its rise 1800 years ago. Let us examine
this; for it 1s of the greatest impertance thal we
should understand the times and the ceasons.

Dun el said that the kingdom which waa to be
established in the last days, never should be des-
troved, nor left to other people, but should exist
foreverand inereass qatil the who'e earth should
be filled by the Suints of the Most High. How
did it bappen with the kirgdom of Christ that
was sel up in ancient limes? [ have already re-
lated it, but I will again briefly state that the
kingdom of God, eet up 1800 years ago, did not
fulfill the terms of the prophecy. It was not set
npat the proper time, The whole image which
Nebuchadnezzer saw, was not then standin
complete from the head of gold to the feet of iron
and clay which should have been the case, before
the stoune is cut out of the mountain withont
hands. Did it stand complete 1800 years ago?
No. Where were the iron lega in all their pow-
er and grandeur? Where were the feet and toes.
that were part of iron and part of potter’s clay?
or, in other words, the ten kingdoms which were
to sneceed the great empire of Romel Inthe
days of the ancient kingdom of Christ they
were not in exis'ence; the image was pot com-
plete; it lacked the lower portions; it lacked the
legs and feet of iron and clay. Itis wue, the Ro-

over which you reign; the breast and alm8_of

plsce on the earth,
until the kingdom of God should beset up in the  the image,

This is the true inter-|

g [ that kinglom?
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man eﬁ:;i'ixﬂ. then uille_ld.;* but l';ul; as the great
western and eastern portions. It 1s known, that
it was long after Christ before Rome was divided

legs: the capital of one was at Constantinople
(aud the capital of the other at Rome 1n ltaly.—
' But where were these legs, feet and toe-, a few
centuries belore, when the kingdom o1 Chiist was
on the earth? They did notexist.

In those days, there was uno store from the
‘mountans and there were no feet aud no tves to
| Irstead of tue anciemt
church fulfillivg the prediction in bresking the
imuge, eveuts proved a state of things di ectly
'the reverse. Some of the governments forniug
made war with the Saints and ovei-

was destroyed from the earth.

Hear what the prophets prediet in relation to
the aneient church. Dauiel says, “Aud | be-
heldund the same Liorn made war with the Su'nts,
and prevailed against them.” (See Daniel VII,
'21.) Again he says, “Aund his power shall be
wignty, but not by his ewn power: aud he shall
desirov wonder'ully ard shall prosper and prac-
tice, and shall destroy the mghty and the holy
peorle.’ (See Dauisl VIII, 21.)
| He further says, **And such as do wickedly
amst the covenant, shall he corrupt by flatte-
‘ries; Lut the people that do know their God shall
‘be strorg, and do exploits; and they that
understaud among the pecple shall iustiuet
‘many; yet they shall fall by the sword, and by
flime, by captivity, and by spoil many days.
Now when they shall full, they shall be holjen
with a little help: but many shall cleave 1o them
with flitteries.””  (See Daniel X1, 32, 34.)

John, the revelator, in de-cribing tins same
power under the figme of a beast, says, *And
all the world wondered aft r the beast.” %“And
it was given unto him to muake war with the
~Saints, aud to overcome them; and power was
~given him over all Kindreds, and tongues, and
'nations,” (See Johu’s Revelation, chapter XI11.)
Therefore, instead of tne ancient ehureh over-
coming the image, 1t was itself 1o pe overcome
by the image. Hhistory shows the #ad fulfi Iment
of these predictions.  Therefore, the former day
kingdom was not the stone of the mountaiu.
The ancient kingdom, being overcome, fl d to
‘hewver; and the priesthood was canght up teo
God and to his throue; und there the S.iuts are
regerved in heaven nnlil the coming of the Sou of
God to reign on 'he earth, according to the pre-
dictions of the prophets; then he will bring that
kingdom which is in heaven with bim: he has to
'set up a kirgdom on earth prepsratory to that
' which will come from heaven.

‘men-made governments ex st; it will be a king-

dom increasing iu greatness, and power and glory,

b
KHE fore= on the earth, for inany years preparalory Lo the |
the king with the heavenly kingsom, |

coming of

al which time both the heavenly and earthly will

overthrow the Medegr and PEI‘EiBII“‘, and bear rule be nnited in oue, under their great Head and |
over all the earth, and finally, that he should die

and that the kingdom should be divided among |

' Lawgiver.

' Having demonstrated the fact that an ever-
Nusting kingdom is 1o be set up in the last days,
let us next inquire whether the period has ar-
'rived for such a grand event to be fulfilled. Is
there anything that should be fulfilled before we
nght to look for such a kingdom? Cun any one
show o1e orediction that needs fo be accom-
pli-hed, before the kingdom of God is set up en
the eaith, never sgain to be destroyed?

The remnants of the old Babylonish empire,
under the form of other governments, will be
found mostly in Asiu; the breasts and armas of
silver will also be found in Asiaj the belly and
thighs of brass will be found rart in Asia and

pe | part in Europe; the broken iron kingdom still

exists in Italy, Europe; the feet and toes exist
throughout Europe, aud umong the governments
of America of European origin. Thus the lo-
cation of the image is known—its head being in
Asia, and the other ex'remity in America; no
part is lacking; it lays stretched out over lands
and seas, occupying nearly the whole of the two
great hemispheres of our globe. The old,
wrinkled, worn ont mounster srems readv to
break in pieces; all that seems to be necessary is
for some power, distinct aud independent, to set
the old thing a erumbling, aud its final dissolu-
tion will soon follow; such a power will be the
kingdom of God, cut from the mountain. The
location of the stone of the mountain could not

 be in Asia, Afries, or Europe, nor upon any dis-

tant island of the sea; bat it must be in America,
near the extremities of the feet and toes. This
mountain kingdom couald not be fourd in the low
countries of Aimerica, bat in some high elevated
region.

There 18 no country which would better ans-
wer the terms of the predicted location than that
elevated region bordering upon the great Rocky
Mountain chain. A Kingdom in that Ligh region
might well be called a mountain kingdim, and be
thus designated by the inspired Daniel, Iis
proximi'y to the western extremnty of the image
would almost preclude the idea of any other
mountainaus location,

But 1o establish such a kingdom, some one
must receive divine anthority; and what js the
testimony of the Latter Day Saints in regard to
the culling of any one in this church? We want
now to test our.elves: are we the kingdom of
God that was 1o he established in the last days,
orare we not? Have we the characteristics of
flave we been called in that way
and manuer that the servants of God in ancient
days were called?

To answer this gquestion, let us go back to
Joseph Smith, the one that orgavized this Church
by the commmandment of the Almighty. When,
where, and how were you, Joseph Smith, first
called? How old were you, and what were your
qualifications? I was between 14 and 15 years
of age. Hud yom been to college? No. Had
von sludied in any seminary of learnirg? No.
Did vou know how to read? Yes. How to
write? Yes. Did vou understand much about
arithmetic? No. About grammar? No. Did

info two kingdoms representiug the 1wo iron

came them, sud the ancient hingdom of Christ | suxiety to kiow which was right.

This preparatory |
kingdom must be establisned on the ear:h, where |

you understand ull the branches of education
which wre gedersliy tavght in cur common
schools? No. But yet you say the Lord called
von when you were but 14 or 15 yeais of age?
How dic hs eall yon? I will give yon a brief
history as it came from his own mouth; I have
often heard him relate it.

He was wionght upon by the Spirit of God,
and felt the necessity of repenting of his sins and
serving God. He retired fromn his father’s house
& little way, and bowed himsell down in the wil-

dern-¢s, and called upon the name of the Lord.
He was inexpericueed, and in great anxiely and
| trouble of mind in regard to what church he
should joiny; he had been solicited by many
churches to join wi b them; and he was in great

He plead with

| the Lord to give him wisdom on lhe subject;

and while he was thus prayving, he beheld n
vision, and saw a hight approsching him from the
beaveus and as It came down and rested on the
tops of the trees. it beeame more glorious, and as it
surrounded bim bis mind was imum- diately caught
away firom beholiing surroundn g objects.  In
this cloud of light, he saw twe givrious person-
ages. nd oue pulnting to the other +aid, **Behold
my biloved son hear ye him.”” Tbhen he was
instructed and informed in 1egaid to wany things
pertainit g to his own welfare und commaunded
1ot to umie himself 1o any of those chuiches. Ha
was also informed that a: some future time the
fullness of the go:pel should be made manilese to

| him and he should be an ius'roment in the hands

of God of layiug the feundation of the kingdomn
of God.

Some few years af'er this, having proved him-
sclf fanthful before the Lord, he wus comin» nded

' by an holy angel, 1o go.10 a hill about three miles

Iroms his fa'ber’s house; and to take from the

|
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ancient pluce of their deposite ceitain plates on

' which were recorded the ancient history of this

great weslern conlinent fromn the earliest ages,
until the recordswere hid up by an ancient pro-
phet rowe four ceutuiies alrer Christ,

I the year 1827 he was permitied to take
those plates frem their lorg deposit, and with
them the Urim and Thummun, a sacred instru-
menl such as wus used by auncieyt prophets
among lsrael 10 ir quire of the Lori: he was com-
nanced of the Lord, noiwithstanding his youth
and wexperience, 1o transiate the engraviogs up-
on tho-e plates into the Enghsh language. He
did so; and others wrote fromn his mouth. Here
then wae the way that the Lord ecommenced a
preparstory work for the raisimg up of the king-
dom of God. What use wonld it have been to
have raised up the kingdom of Gou without giv-
ing new revelation ou doctiine? If a church
were 1ai-ed up withont the spint of revelation, it
could not stund forever: it would be broken up
and scatlered the same as the other sysiems of
the day iuto numerons iragments, one contending
he was right, and another that be was right; and
thus it would be anything else but the kingdom
of God, it would be a periect bedlum. But to
prepare the way, the Loid gave a lengthy revela-
tion, contained in the Book of Moimon, ineluding
prophecies, and the fullness of the gospel, ag
tuught by the mouth of the Savior himselt on this
vast contineut 1800 years ago,

With such a revelation, the kingdom of God
could be set up, having an unerring guide in doe-
trinal subjects, a sowethug to show the true
poin's of ihe gospel of Jesus, und the first prin-
ciples of the laws ol the kingdom, aid thus re-
move all cause for any division of sentiment aud
opi.don.

This inspired book was revealed to Joseph
Smith in fulfillment of those prophecies which I
have ollen repeated before you, and which clear-
ly predict 1hat such a work should come to ee-
tubiish thie kingdom of God on the eurth. The
book wes printed in the eary part of the year
1830; after which the Loia gave express com-
mands 1o this young mean to assemble together a
few who believed 1n the work, end lay the foun-
dation of the churchj accordingly on the sixth of
April, 1830, the latter day kirgdom of God com-
wenced in its organization, cor sisting of only six
members in the town of Fayette, Seneca county,
Was this in reality, the
kingdomn of God? Yes: it was its beginning or
merely a nucleus around which proper materials
were to gather and be organ'z:d. ln the begin-
ning of January 1831, the Loid gave a reve'ation,
for 1he few wembers of his kingdom to gather
tog-ther fiom the Siate of New York and Penn-
sylvania 1o the S'ate of Ouio; thev gutheied to
the place called Kirtland, Geauga county, They
stayed there a few years, during which the gospel
of the kingdom was exteusively preached in the
United Stutes and the Canadas. Tle S ints con-
tinurd ga hering to Kirtland and to Jacksen
county, Missouri,

The eneiny was on the alert and knew the
difference between the esiablishment of the king-
dom of God, and those sysiems established by
man. If the ehureh was permitied Lo 1 rosper,
he feaied that his time was short. With the
hopes of destroying the kingdom, the devil waged
war sgainst the Saints in Jackson county, »nd
1200 men, women and children, were scaitered
abroad in the cold months of November and De
cember, 1833, wandering hoaseless and homeless,
without food or fire, over the wild pranies and
desolate wilderness of that country, pursued on
every side by ruthless mobs. After this they
settled on the rorth side of the Missouri river, in
Clay county, where they resided some two years;
they were again forced to leave, and sought re-
fuge (rom their persecators still further north in
the unset'led portiors of the State, Ju the mean
time, the Saintsin Kirtland were forced to leave
their homes fleeing from their enemies into Mis-
souri. o 1839 they were driven out of Missouri
into [llinois. In 1844 the great Prophet of thie last
d spensa'ion was murdered while under the pledg-
edprotection of the Governor of Illinois. In the
winter of 1846, some filteen or twenty thousand
were foreibly expelled from their homes in 1lli-
nois. In the summer following, the sick, and
the poor, and the aged, whose circumstances had



