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S COMMENTS.

LIBERTY IN UTAlLL

An anoymous correspondent in a
country town clips from the Demo-
cratle organ in this city a paragraph
printed just Letfore the city electlon,
whieh contains a declaration to the

effect that the voters of this State are
free to vote for whom they may see
fit, and that no man “has authority
conterred upon him by God, or given
him of men, to Interfere with the
freedom of the Individual in the ex-
ercise of his political rights,” and for-
wards it to this office. Of course
this was a fling at the Mormon Chureh
authorities. Referring to the clipping
the correspondent says: "This is the
kind of talk to have!"

Yes, indeed, this is the kind of talk
to have, If it is deslred to spread over
the world the impresslon that Utah is
dnhabited by serfs.and ruled by half-
civillzed ehiefs, who hold the masses
in slavery. If the object 13 to make the
world believe that Utah is a reglon
whose denizens can neither read nor
write, and among whom patrlotism |s
Aan unknown virtue; that they have no
conception of the meaning of liberty,
and that statehood was a stupendous
Dlunder, this s the kind of talk Utah
papers should indulge In.

If 1t 13 desired persistently to insuft
the members of the dominant religious
soclety of the State, and if the pur-
pose is to try to goad them or their
leaders into some sort of retaliation,
by all means keep up this kind of talk.
Keep on reminding the members of
that soclety that they are now free,
that quite recently the shackles have
been stricken from their limbs, Give
them to understand that, whereas they
came to Utah as serfs, and lived here
nearly half a century as slaves, some-
body by some means has successfully
consummated some sort of a process
of emancipation in their behalf, so that
now, If they venture to go to the polls,
no blood hounds will follow them,
and if they even vote as they please,
they need stand In no fear of the
whipping post, for it is a thing of the
past.

For six long, wWeary years, ever
slnce the voters "of Utah divided on
national political lines, the assertion
has' been Incessantly reiterated that
‘they are now free.’ Firat some serib-
bler for a political organ makes it;
then some stump speaker, whose

“mouth and braln are sadly out of pro-

portlon as to size,repeats it; then some
patent outside sheet takes it up; and
a0 on ad nauseum, ‘This statement is
usually accompanied by the further
one that the leaders of the Mormon
people have given the latter permis-
sion to vote the ticket of thelr choice.
‘Why not further inform a wondering
world that those magnanimous lead-
ers have glven their followers per-
'‘missfon to breathe, eat and sleep; the
males among them to wear pants, and
the females to seek the bargain coun-
ter, as early and as often as purse
may permit or inclination dictate?
"The villalnous slander implied in this
rubbish |a all that saves it from he-
ing the veriest imbecility,

Ye¢ venerable Ploneers, whose faith
fx llke that of the children of Israel

-crossing the red sea; whose patriotism

iz llke that of the martyra of Ther-
mopylae; whose devotlon is llke that
of the Pilgrim Fathers: whose courage
is like that of the nohle six hundred
of Balaklava; ye gray haired veterane
who jald among the mountalne the
corner stones of a grand common-
rwealth, and made it possible for pro-

fessional politicans and other social
Jbests and parasites to eXist here,what
think ye when some scribbler pub-
lishes to the world the gratifying
news that ""now’--gqulte recently—ye
are free? And when that scribbler's
twin brother, with short scrubby hair
and a low, retreating forehead, ef-
fects a thrilling escape from a
beer saloon, elimbs a stump, and be-
for an aggregation of his fenow water-
shunning loafers relterates the as-
reveration that the Mormons "now’
are free. what emotions strege within
you? Could you give adequate utter-
ance to them? Hardly, i

0, the unspeakahle satire of the situ-
ation! Seribhlers with not an inspira-
tion which they do not get from some
politienl boss; with not a secintllla of
patriotlsm apart from party spoils:
with not an idea of public policy loftier
than the scheme of a wird heeler; with
not a coneeption of human llberty that
would do credit to A Turk, brazenly
tnform the Mormon people that free-
dom now prevails in Utah, and exhort
them to act upon it by voting for con-
spirators and spoilsmen! Stump
spealkers. so craven in their cowardice
that they dare not utter publicly a
sentiment that har not first been
pagsed upon by their steering com-
mittee, and whose souls are held in
such abject slavery to the party lash
that rather than rlsk a blow from It
they would stultlfy themselves in the
grorsest manner possible, and throw
personal honor to the winds: such
creatures have the Impudence to stand
hefore the sturdy Mormon yoemanry
and warn them to take no counsel in
politice that does not emanate from
aeclf-seeking asplrants who offer not
the slightest guarantee of good faith
in the advice they =lve to voters!

Before such creatures as these serlb-
hlers and spouters existed in Utah, the
Mormon people had established iiberty
here, and had taught mankind that the
Amerlecan voter Is ag independent tn
his sphere as Caeaar was in hia. Re-
ligiously they taught that independent
and Intellizgent msetlon in all the affairs
of life in this world i3 a zine qua non
of salvation in the next, For the sake
of Iliberty they endured more than
death, and. they maintained it wuntil
conspliring politleians organized politi-
cal machines that have seriously In-
vaded tt., But as things are even now,
they can eall all mankind to ‘witness
that therg is no restraint upon liberty
In Utah save the tyranny of the party
boss and the certainty of the party
lasgh,

To this last statement one exception
must be made. There are voters In
Utah, some hundreds in number, who
are not free. They are permitted to
vote, but it they allow it to be known
how they vote, a storm ensues; and
if they venture to advise others, In
public or in private, how to vote, the

storm becomes a hurricane, The {in-
Justlee and abgurdity of all this is
vastly augmented when it 8 under-

stood that of ali the men In the State,
of any creed or calling, these are the
best qualifled to counsel the people in
matters that relate to their material
welfare.

Not by law. It 18 true, but scarcely
less effectively than by legislative en-
actment. the mouths of these men
have been cloged, and thelr personal
liberties have been curtailed in thelr
associations and conversations with
theilr fellow citizensa. Bo for has thia
condition gone that when one of them,
in approaching the polls to cast his bal-
lot, permitted a by-stander to see
what ticket he voted, the incildent was

seized by stump speakers and a par-
tisan press and ireated as if a crime
had been commlitted; and the venera-
ble American citizen who cast the vote
wag vensured as a criminal might be,

For years these men bhave borne this
deprivation of their dearest rights as
American citizens. They have seen
the politician accomplish his mefaripus
purposes, they have seen the people
robbed and oppressed, they have seen
imperilled the credit and fair fame of
the commonwealth AmMong whose
founders they were numbered, and for
whose welfare they feel a soligitude
more true, deep and profound than
their detractors are capahle of gon-
ceiving, and yet have remained silent.
Out of deference to senseless and out-
rageous prejudice, they have foregone
their privileges, preferring any saeri-
fice rather than hecome a dlsturhing
element. In the meantime the State
has been the loser immeasurably by
thelr silence; for thelr wisdom and
counsel would have averted mueh of
what the people are now suffering and
must vet suffer.

The patrtot in Utah may well vearn
for the day when truth, justice anq
reason wlill be controlling elements in
shaping public opinjon and directing
publie affairs.

HOLDING THE SBCHOOL ELECTION.

In the absence of Attorney Gen-
eral Bishop. Attorney B. X. Smith ta
performing  the duties of the State

officiai. In response to an Inquiry from
the State superintendent of schaools
Dr. Park, Mr. Smith has glven an'

opinion on the holding of the schoo)
election, and incldentally he adviseg -
that this clty be divided into election
districts ag the county commissioners
have done, with at least one voting
place In each munleipal ward. Just
what the deputy attorney general jg
getting at does not appear clear frgm
his opinion, which certainly throws no
light on the interpretation of the Iaw,
If he means to advise that there be a
voting place in each of the election djg-
tricts under suech division, then his
counsel s directly against the well
known iIntent of the Legisiature as to
an absolute rule, and la a suggestion
for grosa extravagance in election ex-
pense, If, on the other hand. he means
that the board of education shall re-dja-
trict the ecity, and then have all the
voters in each municlpal ward ecome
from their various election districts to
one votlng place, he advises a great
amount of useless work. In view of the
districts already created.

In a munieipal or general eleetion in
thia clty, there are fifty-two polling
places. with an expense for judges ang
halls of $300 or more. With flve poi]-
ing places, the expense !a about one-
tenth that sum. ‘That represents the
proportionate difference between Mr
Smith’s advice and the procedure of
the past. Which will the board of edu-
cation adopt?

There will be no dispute that the
hoard of eduecation can accept the
greater expense if it chooses: but the
law does not require it. It gives the
discretlon between five and fifty-two
polling places and sets of judges. The

{school law modifles the general elee-

tion law In certain particulars. One’of
these is that, instead of having one
voting plage for each 300 voters, there
mAay be provided “one voting place in
each munieipal ward.” There cannot
he less than that. Then there are mod-
ifications as to the ballot. envelopes,
printing, ete., which virtually exelude
the Australian system in Its entirety.
Even the use of the cross to deaignate
the voter's choice is eliminated, and
the eléctor 1= to deslenate on a single.
hallot '"the name of the person or per-




