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power in the Chuarch, or oat of 1t, lo
prevent Lhem; they 0an sppak Bgaipal
it, or write ayatDst it, depvnpes it apd
refuse Lo be governed by it
They have full liberty L2 do all
this, and so lopg B8 thls fa  poe
eible, the freedom of epeech ls main-
tained; but they bave Do just enuee o
complein Lhat the freedom of epeech
1o infringed it thelr co-rellgioDntete re-
luse to fellowship them in ruch &
courge, ‘I'he situailoD hglpa to tllus-
Irate thalt while Jiberty is & gloricus
thiog, i1 is aleo B solemp thing attend-
ed by grave respopeibilities, and, i a
wiong uee js made of It, followed by
serlous conseguencesd from which there
is bo escaping.
IIL.

EFFECT ON THE FAITH OF THE PEOPLE
OF WHAT YOU SUPPOSE T0O BE THE
INFRINGEMENT OF THE RIGHT OF
DISBENT AND OF FREE SPEECH.

theeae
On tbis bead you 2ay lhat
things are fast destfoyiog tbe faith of

t ecinlly ol the younger
he people, os“ their failh is obDce

gLans::t:; :;1‘:‘; will have to Jive jufidel,
ot wl'll. ju all humad jprobablilty,

res e florl restiog piace bellcviog
(hn(:th:u’ guthority on the earth hae
beep a phanlom—the oloak ol deeign-
log mep.!”” You &re mistekep, my
frlend. Not evel the faith of the
Fouuger clarses 18 of such & sick)y bue
as Lois paragrapb of your letler palote
it. It my judgmenl, the faith of our
people wili not wither into a halrel
that *'Gou’s suthority on earth "Lns
been u phanlom," even If it ¢hould
ever happeun that the culet sulhorities
of tue Church phould make eerious
mistakes, or be guilty of dolng positive
irjustice to individuale. Tbough the
Presidenc; ot the Cburch ehould vlo-
Iate every piinciple of 1be Gospel, and
outrage every 8enee of justice and
humapity, 16 weunld sull remuin true
that (3od  revenled Himsel! to Joteph
Bmith, gave him power Lo bring forth
the Rook of Mormon, ADY through the
miplstry of nogels dldhl;est;or:om;}:g?
Priea d apd gave bim 8 =
meintl:‘oogrgnnlzstha Church of Christ
on earth, 'The aetion ot the First
Presidency, or of the Twelve, hov}raver
upjust, canoot 1 ff. ot these tiuthe; and
I must give the Baints, both the ol
any Ihe young, more eredit fur cotear-
hendednese thad your views would ac.

cord to them, wbhen you B3y
that the dJenial of the rlght of
dlesent, and ol the treedom of

Bpee even If 1t were true, which 1
d‘:’: n?::.! guow), te destroylog the faith
of the people in the great work of
God, I muet think that the falth of
the people Ia better founded than thet
view would represent it lo be. It io
the future the time shotdld ever cume
tbsl the high offices of the Church
sbheuly full fnto the haods of corrupt
and designiog men, I can oot belleve
that the Baluts would lorsske the
truths of which the Bpirit of God hes
borue record to them,snd conclude
that they are myths, because of the
actiops of men; on the contrary, 1
ghonld Jook to see the BHaiunts, true to
thelr epblime isith, srlce under Lbe
power of tbe Jiviog God and by the
meuns appointed 1o the Church, reject
such men, and meke way for the up.
pointment of others who would not
abuee the power o!f the Priesthood.

1I1.

THFE ABILITY OF THE FPEOPLE
GUVERN THE (RURCH.

Alter paying me whal youw mean to
be, 8 yersvpal ¢ mpliment, you say I
"*ought Lo he the foremosl champlobn of
the people lu tbelr abillly 1o govero
their Cbhurob, icetead of permitting
its affalrs to be eutlrely dominated, as
al present, by a few.” I merely refer
totbis 1p puesing, 10 order Lo eay, first;
Ibat You e¢eem 10 tske no account o:
the fact that the Church 18 the Cburck
of Jesus Christ, as well as the Church
of tbhe Latler.day Bajuts. Awond Lhat
the Loord Jesus bas retalved some
rights in the matter of Ite goveroment,
a8 well as having conferred some
rights in the Church government upon
the Balole, and of which more will be
suld uoder the pext bheadlpg; sec.nd,
t esy thatso fur as [ am able to judge,
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the peopte pow have their fuli
share of power Io the effsirs
of the Cuurch. The officers

ol the Cburch are presented lo them
lo their Biakes four times a year, and
in tae Geperal Couforences twice &
yeur, and if the cons<luot of any one,
or all of them, ia insufferable, they cap
be rejected, or if any one of them iw
gulity of gross el p, no matter bow high
io authority be may be, lhere exist
tribunale before which he tiay be ac-
cused, and 1t gullty, condemued, anu
if upnrepentrrt, he can be cast out. As
loty ae these conditlops exiet, I can.
pot see thal the people sland in 1 eed
of any ebamplon ee aguinel the Ohurch
authorities.

1V.

CHURCH GOVERNMENT—THE- DOC-
TRINE OFf QUMMON OONBENT-—THE
POWERS OF THE FIHSBT PREsI.
DENQY.

Your commupicalion emphaslzes
tbe doctrine ol common coneent Lo the
exolusion, ae I Lhink, of other consid-
eralione, chlcfly the right of the voice
of Lbe Lord to & place in the gov-
erument of the Church, I would oot
tor the world be understood Bssayinug
aDytbiog o dlsparagement of the
greal doctrine of commobn coneent. It
appeals too etroogiy to my dlsposition
for me to do that., It is & principle
that chullenges al once my admiration
apd upprovel, When I rend the faot
that previous to the organization of the
Cbureb the Lord iustructed the
Prophet Jcseph,betore attempting such
an organizatlon, to oall together hle
brethrer, apd mecertsin 12 they were
willlng tbat bhe should proceed Lo
organize the Charch, apud if Lbey
wounld suetnin Joseph Bmith as the
firet aod Oilver Cowdery as the second
Elders, tbat le, presidisg Elders ip tbe
Chureh, I greatly marveied at the
condescension of éou. The Lord had
oalled Jeseph BSwith and Oliver
Cowdery and bad given them the holy
A postleahip hefore thie. He gives His
authority, wbich is His Prieethood, to
wbom He will; but when they are to
eXerclss that authorily over others, it
can oonly be dope by the copsent ef
tbose Lo be governed, and hence the
law of the Church eubeequently for-
mulseted: **No person is to be ordained
toany oftice ip this Chburch, where
there is a regularly organjzed branch
of the eame, without the vute of thal
Churcb.” Thus from the beginbing
the government of the Chureb bas
been establiehed on Lhe cousenl of the

governed, and I especially eall your
altention lo the [aot thal Do step of lm-
port:-nce ip respect to the aiatre of the
Church bas ever been taken, bul whal
the maltter bhas been submitted for the
approval of the peoole. The actlop of
Precident Woodrufl ip the discon.
tlouunce of plural marriages, and the
adopliop ol thje Jale rute In respect to
politlos, sre recent iltuelrations snd
proofs of my statement. O/ course, In
the r utine of admiuletration of affalrs
in the Churobh jt I8 wot practl-
cal or Decesgaly to submit
every movement made to the people.
But tbe rightfulpees and grandeur of
tbe priociple of common cownsent con-
ceded, apd emply provision made
sgaioet the abuse of autuorjty by pro-
vidilpg for frequexnt elections vn the
prineciple of acoeptance, there yet re-
mains somelhlog elee to coosider in
church guveroment,

Althe very meetiog al which Lhe
Cbhurch wase organized {n 1830, and be-
tore the eeenjon which witnessed the
organization wes adjourned, the Proph-
et jreceived B revelation, Io which
ocours this passage: **Behold, thers
shall be a record kept AamoDg you, snd
ip it ‘bou (memsping Josepb) shalt he
calied & Beer, & tranelator, » Prophbet,
an Aposile of Jesns Chrles, an Eider of
the Church through the will of God
the Father aad the vraoe of gur Lord
Joiug Christ. * #* % Wyerelore,
meaniog the Churoh, thou shall give
heed unto al) his words aud command-
metite which be ehall glve unto you as
he receiveth them, walklog Ip all boli-
uess before me, For ble worde ye ehall
rec.ive ae if from mine own mouth, in
all pelience sand falth; for by dolpg
these thiogs thes gates of bell
shall oot prevall aygaipst you; yea,
and the Lord God will disperse the
powers of darknees, ond cause the
heavens {0 shake for yonr good apnd
His name’s glory.?” This saame power
inherea 1o s]i succeeding presidencies
of the Church, and applies ty Prosl-
dent Woodruff today as it did to the
Prophet Jereph Bmlith io bis day, and
to this fact [ do not think you bave
attagphed esufficient imporiance, else
you would not trke such earnesl eXx.
centious Lo what you call the DESERET
NEws seltioeg up the right of the Firat
Presidency '‘lo mske, Bller, chaoge,
or revoke the laws' of tbe Cbarch,
I bave not read the editorinls of the
DESERET NEWS to which you aliude,
but certalply the NEwe did pot set
up that docltrine; thas doclrine e a9
old s the Church iteelf, The very
day and hour the Church was ofgan-
ized the Lord counstituted the Presi-
dent of the Churob ita Prophet, Beer
apd law-gliver, strictly commanding
the Chureh Lo give beed “to all His
worde sud commandments which be
aball give unto .you as bhe recelveth
them. * * #  for bis words'?

anld the Lord ye eshall re-
celve, m3s I from oiine own’
mouth, in ail patlence aud fallth.*

{Doc. & Cov. xxi.)} I Jo Dot think the
DESERET NEwS put it slronger than
that. kIt iS5 the President of the Cbhurch
that receives the tevelations of God
apd announces the iaw to the Church,
This fe the law-meEiug power of the
Churet; Lthere Is noother. The people
do pot Jegielnate for the Cburet. The
voice of the people 18 not the voloe of
the Lord, oniy as their voice ie mpiled
with apd becomes Lhe saiwe ae the



