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power in the church or out of it to
prevent them they can speak against
it or write against it denounce it and
refuse to be governed by it
they have full libertyhourly ta doCIO aliall
this and soeo long1009 asaa this toie pos-

sible the frefreedomedoin of speech laIs main-
tained but they have no justjuet cause to

complain that the freedom of speech
Is infringed if their ooco re
juse to fellowship them in sucheuch a
course the situation helps to illus-
trate that while liberty tola a gloriousglori oua

thil liff is isie also a solemn abing attend-
ed by grave ties and it a
wrong useuee toie made of it followed by

from which thereserious consequences
jigis no escaping

IIif
FAITH OF THE PEOPLEON THE

YOU SUPPOSE TO BE THE
OP WHAT

OF THE RIGHTBIGHT OF

DMENTDISSENT ANI of FREE SPEECH

on this hadbond you saybay that these
destroying the faith olofthings are fast

the people especially otor the younger
classesclangs and if their faith lais once
shakenbaken they will have to live infidel

andnd will lain all human probability
reach the final retting place believing

the earth hasbaathat action authority onOD

been the cloak of designa phantom
appp you are mistaken mying monmen faith of thefriend not even the

younger classes laIs of aohsuch a sickly hue
asaa this paragraph of your letter paints

the faith of ourit it my judgment
into a beliefpoopeoplepia will not wither

earth hasbasauthority onthat godgodsgodinin yvy v even itif it shouldbeen a phantom aauthoritiestheever happen that make seriousof the church should
mistakes or be guilty of doing positive

to individuals though the
Prempresidencyideno of the church shouldhould vio-
late principle of the gospel andevery

sense of justice andoutrage every
still remain truehumanity it wwoulduld

that god revealed himself to JOPjoeephaph
smith gave him power to bring forth
the book of mormon and through the
ministry of angels ilddid restore theabe holy
priesthood and gave himblin ita commadoconar nanc

the church of christmeetmeat to organize
on earth the action of the first
presidency or of the twelve however
mut cannot aft otct these trutha and

both the oldI1 mustmoat give the saints
credit frfor clearmoreand the young

hadedheaded neMneme than your views would ac-
cord to them when you SAYbay

that the denial of the right olof

dismant and of the freedom of

even itif I1itt were true which I1
do nonot allow isie destroyingdestroying the faith
of the people in the great work of
god I1 must think that theabe faith of

the people laIs better founded than that
view would represent it to be if in
the future the timeimo should ever come
that thehe high offices of the church
should lollfall into the hands of corrupt
and designing MODmen I1 can not believe
thathat thebe saintssaint would forsake the

truths of which the spirit of god has
borne record to them and conclude
that they are myths because of the
actions of men on the contcontrary 1

should look to see the saints true to
their sublime faith arlee under the
power of the living god and by the
means appointed in the church reject
suchmuch men and make way for wetue ap-
pointment of others who would not

abusebhae the power of thehe priesthood

III
THE ABILITY OF THE TO

GOVERN THE CHURCH
aterafter paying me what you mean to

be a personaliersononalal 0 you mayeay I1
ought to be the foremost champion of

the people in their ability to govern
their church instead of permitting
its to be entirely dominated asa
at presentpree ent by a few 10 I1 merely refer
to this inID lain order to sayeay firstfire
that you seem 0 o take no account 01

the fact that the church laIs the charob
of jesus christ as well anae the church
of thebe Latterday salute and that
the lord jesus banbais retained some
rights in the matter of its government
as well as having conferred some
rights in the church government upon
the salebaigisN and of which more will be
said aider the next heading secund I1
t sayany that soao far BBas I1 am able to judge
the people nowdow have their full
share of power in the affairs
of the church the offic tra
of the church are presented to them
in their stakes four times a year and
lain taotae general conferences twice a
year antiand if the conduct of any one
or all of them tola insufferable they can
be rejected or itif any one of them Isie
guilty of grougross sin noas matter how high
in authority he may be there exist
tributribunalsrials before which be may beb ac-
cused and it guilty condemned andana
itif unrepentant hebe can be cast out As
long anaa these conditions eliet I1 can
not seeeee that the people stand in i eed
of any champion asan against the church
authorities

IV
CHURCH GOVERNgovernmentMENT THE DOC-

TRINE OF CONSENT THE
POWERS OVof THE FIRST presi-
dency

your communication emphasizes
the doctrine of common consent to the
exclusionzelua lou as I1 think of other consid-
erationera tion chieflychit fly the right of the voige
of the lord to a place in the gov-
ernment of the church I1 would not
foror the world be understood as saying
anything in disparagement orof the
great doctrine of common consent it
appeals too strongly to my disposition
foror me to do that it isi a principle
that challenges at once my admiration
and approvalapprova when I1 read the fact
that previous to the organization of the
church the lord instructed the
prophet attempting such
an organization to call together his
brethren mindand ascertain itif they were
willing that be should proceed to
organize the charob antiand itif they
would sustain joseph smith as the
first and oliver cowdery aaa the second
elderk that I1Is presidingdiug elders in the
church I1 greatly marveled at the
condescension of god the lord had
called juseph smith and oliver
cowdery and bad given them the holy

before this he gives his
authority thichwhich Is his priesthood to
whom he will but when they are to
exercise that authority over others it
can only be done by the consent ofel
those to be governed aej hence theme
law of the church subsequently for-
mulatedmu no person is to be ordained
to any office toin this church where
there tois a regularly organized branch
of the same without the vote of thatmat
church P thus from the beginning
the government of the church hasbaa
been established on the consent of thehe

governed and I1 especially call your
attention to the fact that no stopstep of im
port doe in respect to the affairs of thehe
church has ever been taken but what
the matter has been submitted for the
approval of the people therho action of
presidentdent woodruff in the discon

of plural marriages and the
adoption olof this late rule in respect to
politics are recent illustrations and
proofs of my statement of0 course in
theibe r atine of administration of affairs
in the church it is not practi-
cal or necessary to submit
every movement made to the people
but thebe rightfulness and grandeur of
the principle of common consent con-
ceded and ample provision made
against the abuse of authority by pro-
viding torfor frequent elections on the
principle of acceptance there yet re-
mains

re-
maina something else to considernalderco in
church government

atAtttheheveryvery meeting at which the
church was organized in 1880 and be-
fore the session which witnessed the
organization was adjourned thehe proph-
et received a revelation in which
occurs this passage behold there
shall be a record kept among you and
toin it thou meaning josephjoaeph haltahalt be
calledcallea a beer a translator a prophet
an apostle otof jesus christ an elder of
the church through the will of god
the father and the grace of our lordjeusjesus christ wherefore
meaning the church thou halt give
heed unto all hlahim words and command
menta which hebe shall give unto you as
hebe them walking in all holi-
ness before me porfor bin wordsworda ye shallahall
rooreo ive as if from mine own mouth in
all patiencepatie oce and faith for by doing
these things the gates of hellbell
shall ootnot prevail against you yes
andaad the lord god will disperse thebe
powers of darkness and cause the
beheavensaveris to shake for your good and
hishie gamt 1 i glory S this same power
inheres in all succeeding presidenciescies
of the church and applies to presi-
dent woodruff today asan it did to thebe
prophet josephJ smith lain bisbin day and
to this fact L do not think you have
attached sufficient importance else
you would not take such earnest exam
ceD tlona to what you call thehe
NEWS setting up the right of the first
Preapresidencylioney to makemaize alter change
or revoke the laws of the church
I1 have not read the editorials of the

NEWS to which you allude
but certainly the NEWS did not set
up that doctrine that doctrine is asa
old as the charob itself the very
day and hour the church was organ
iced thebe lord constituted the presi-
dent of the church its prophet beer
and lawgiverlaw giver strictlysri otly commanding
the church to give heed to all hishim
words and commandments which he
shall give unto you as he
them for his words 1

said the lord ye shall re-
ceive as itif from mine ownsown
mouth in all patience and falthfaith
doc a cov axilaxi I1 do not think the

D put it stronger than
that it is the president of tilethe church
that receives the revelations of god
and announces the law to the church
this is the law power of the
Chure fc there Is no other the people
do not legislatelogli flate lorfor the t the
voice of the people tois not the voice of
the lord only as their voice isin united
with sad becomes the name asan the


