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THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

THE CITY’S DEBTS.

Now that there ia m ray of hope that
the conerervativeolitizens of 8alt Lake
—~those who bear theburdens of munic-
ipal taxstion—w1ll be given heed to

in the conduct of city affalrs, it is well
for them to look the situation sqnarely
in the face, and delermine what
courne wiil be best to pursue. There
hae been a grest deal sald wmhbout
the present condition of city
finances and the impoesibility
of running another year wlithoat
greatly Increared laxalion, exgept by
creating & very large deficit; but we
are in s flouriehing condftion compared
tn the nppalling etate into which the
pext decade will plunge ue uniess great
care and judgment are exergised, To-
day the honded indebledness of the
eity i= $2 548,000, bearing an interest
of $127,000 annually. The past year’s
admlpistration cost $606,464.81, includ-
jrg frterect on bonde, or more than
$160,000 In excees of ils receipts, The
eatimates for 1896 sherw an apparent
deficlency of $114,176.55. The first lot
of bond ealls for a sloking fund re-
perve of $50,000 per year after 1898, and
the whole lot will heé on the 10 per cent
reserve basis after 1904.

The smount received by the olty
from pronsr'y taXalion st the present
rate i $115,000, or tust about what the
defloieney for 1896 18 estimated tn be.
To meet the latter and keepeven under
the prop'eed esconomioal procedure,
will reguire the property lax to he
doubles up oo ita present figur/; and
what property holder is ready to wel-
come that proposition, and keep the
ratc up from year to yes?

Then alter three yearaof this doubled
_tnxullou gomen the reserve funtd nperas
ticn on the 1588 bende—$50,000 per
an- um for their payment; three years
later nn additionnl $70.000 on the 1891
bond+;, ope vesr more apd there
18 sdded $54 820 on the 1892 bond-;
ani two yeats tneresfter $80,000 on the
1894 honde. Thue in less than ten
years from now, nr hy 1905, there
muet be raieed $254,820 snnually for
the - kipg funds on vunds, besides the
£127.000 interest, makine a total of
$381,520 per year tn be colleoted en-
tirely vuteide of regular munloipal ex-
pt Dees.

To meet Lthess obligatlnns on the
e¢ nomized basls of the estimate for
1898, which 1s a buwsdred thirusand
doilsrs telow theexpenses of 1895, wil
r-quire o nddl Jon of three znua a hall
times the present property tax—thie
hewliles the doubliog up referred to—sBo0
thntthe property nwner wilibave to pay
five and a half times as mugh as pow!
that is, if he i» paying $10 1» obvy
toxes nnw ble pesersment by 19056 must
add four ani a helf times that amount,
and he must pay $56. Or 11, in 1896,
the gityv’e expers-8 are oul anolner
$115,000 belaw 1885, and are kept at
that fleure fur ten years, the properiy
holfer will he pasing 345 city tsx
where he now paya 310 and considers
bimerelf heavily hurvened.

There Bgures partiy lift the veil
from «fl whutwe are coming to in Balt
Liake Cily; anrortunately they revesl
only the cerialnttes, and all variations

therefrom will but make the burden
henvier. Witbhipn lbe nexl ten years,
and for a long time thereafter, Balt
Linke property owners must pay very
dearly for the whistiing of the city
administrations from 1880 to 1835,
Such a condition does not appear en-
coursging for preesent or prorpective
owners of real estate, and will go a
very jong way toward preveuting the
investment of capital hereln that class
ot properly.

‘I'his caloulation isbased ou the con-
tragt to Mlflli bonded obligations ae
tbey become due, by olearing oft the
debt. Tnere ie one way lo meet the
case, and that 18 by iesuing bonds lu
pay one lot after another as egoon as
they hecome redeemable, aud in less
thap tbe 20-year limit. But thatis
merely a prolongation of the bondage
ot debl, though it 18 prohsbly the
only oovuree to pursue lo prubeot the
people from being *‘iaxed outof bouse
wni bome,”” The burden can be lighl-
ened somewhat by 8 eWwesping reduc-
tion in current munigipal expenses—a
reliet which it is boped the City Coun-
cilwill give at once. The coBt of ad-
minlstration ebouid be cut down &t
{east to the point that there shali be no
defett for 1896, and if pussible to show
a little gain. The peopte never will be
content with mayors or city councilore
until the ity ia placeu on the rcaa toa
petter tinanctsl situation.

A FOOR CURE.

The new constiiution of Bouth QCaro-
lina ¢ ntains 8 provision which, llke
many a law elsewhere, ia excellent in
wotive and purpose bul ta llable to

prove hldeously defective in praciice.
The provisiua in queation 8 that
wificera in oharge of a prisoner who De-
comes the victim of mob vislence—
«bat le, ls iynched—shall be trie
or misdemesapor ana if fonnu
zullty shall he removed from
flice snd muade ineligible to uny
position  of trust or responsibulity
uuless pardone) by the goveraour; fur-
ibermore, that the county whe o the
iynohing occurs shall he mude llable
or uamaves to the legal representa-
tives of the victim.

Any legieiatllon calculated Lo put an
end to mob murders or 1o restraln peo-
ple from thelr commission, will be
warm]y welcomed throughout the oiv-
ilizeu land; sud Lbat this is the inlen-
1ivn ol the Bouth Carolhina legisiature
may not be uoubted. Butl the plsp
wrupoted is open to very serious objeo-
jons.

In the frst plage, svery offi-
cer who may be in obarge ol &
Ilynched prisoner is by no meane
guilty of a misdemeanor or anything
else, and ouzht not to be compelled to
stand trial on that gyrave charge.

SBecundly, it be is gulity of conniv-
ance In the mob’s corime, or can be
shown lo bave omitled any projer pre-
caution Lo protect bis prisoner [rom it
fary, misdemeanot is & gentie term for
the enormity of his wrong doing; in-
stead of 1elng metely debarred from
bolding ¢ffice, be ought to be impris:

the full extent of the law as an moces-
#0I'y to the corirtoe of murder.

Iotbhe third place, the payment of
damaues to the beirs ot a lynohed per-
#on by the county where the orime oe-
curred is unjust In that ft visita tbe
penalty —tbhat js, the taX—upon the
funocent s well as the gullty; indesd,
the perpetrators might every one be 8
non-resident of the gounty where the
Ilynocbing ocourred, which wgould
nevertheless have to pay the bil),

Fourthly, the crime of murder ts one
which by the laws uelther of Qod por
man can be rquared off by the pay-
ment of money dainages. It does not

come Iin Lthe osategory f Hfpable
cases at all A ecramble for
damages by the beire.nt-Jaw

of n mob’s victim would be abput as
uneditying and disgus'ing a spectacle
ag could be thoughl of; and tbere migbt
sometimes be room for the hborrible
suapicion thal some of these same hejrs
bad tbemsslves A hand in the ly nohing
by reason of the assurance tbat gut of
the tragedy they might be financislly

prefited and belped to “raise the
wind.”
There may be other phasea of thie

extraordinary antl-lynching provision
which are open lo criticism, but wa
pass them by -for the present. In the
meantime it occurs to us that the best
remedy for the erylng evil would be to
provide for the lynchers a swifl, strong
dose of their own medicine—ohase
them down and then bang ibem like
the murderers that they are.

THE **WORLD” AND UTAILL

In tts reproduction of editorial com-
ments from brethren of the press upon
the admissiun of Ulab to Biatebhgod,
the NEwS bas given a zood deal of all
kinds, some gralllying, s’ume amusiog
and some etupid. The oecasion seemed
ipportune to illustrate before Joosal
readers the vorylng degrees of Intelii-
yence and peroeption assucialed with
1ne newsapspers of the laod; apd we
doubt not that many s good opinirn as
to journpalistic iasfrness and common
sense has been destroyed by the ex-
p es thue given., Aws the crowning
festure in this ltne of auvertistue we
quote loduy from the New York
wWoild of the 22nu lust.—a paper w hieh
blows ita owo praises unoezsingly
tbhrough its own nnes, and whbich, witn
all ite magnifoent facilities for pews-
yalberine, 1a at times guilty of edt-
torlal imbecllity that is truly pitlable,
This is its broadelde against “*{Jiab,
tbe Forty-fi'th Btar:*?

The election of two Uniied States S¢n-
tors in Utabh complstes the comedy of
Siatehood for the Mormon Territory.

in the congratulatory telegram of the
first Governor of the new State, pab-
lished in the World a2 few days ago. it
was olaimed with evident pride (hat
Utab bad been *‘qualified for ad mission
magre than forty years,’’ and also that it
had ‘““a populailon zreater than that of
the siatas of Delaware, Montapa, Idaho,
Wyoming or North Dakota.’’

A terrilory with an area of 84,970
square miles, which in foriy years bas
ouly risen to n population of 252,000, ac-
cording to the most sangnine estlmate
does not furnish any food for hope of
growtb into real Siuatebood, Utabh will
permanent]y remain in the category of
sage-brush states in whiob she atarts.

oned for lile or otberwise punisbed to

Her admission into the Union is based



