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tbetex for the eupport and malnten-
snce of such schools enall not exceed
ip any one year four mills oo the
doliar’’und then asks, “'Therefore i
pot the six millstax a direct vipiation
of the law? Whal sense is [here
in the Legislature Jimiting the
tax to four mills if tbe scbool board
oan at pleasure jocrease it Lo 8ix??* To
the firet query I snewer empbutically
in tbe negative. Tbe four mills is
used for the epecific purpose sel forth
in the law, *support and mainten-
ance.”” Butthe board has other im-
portant and be.vy obllgations to di e-
cbarge in addition to supporiing and
maintaining the sobools, andy
the law polnte out the way
in  whilch it ocan apd must be
done. [t is incumbent that & eeparate
annual levy sbali be made to pay in-
terest on bonds was provide for a sink-
ing iund with which tc ult!mately re-
deem the $825000 ierues Dow oul-
stapding. The law up the guestion is
found In Bsction 129,chaptler Ixix, page
112, Besslon Liaws 1894 n.d remads as
foilows:

The board of education shall, on or be-
fore the firsl day of March of each year,
prepare a statement apd estimate of the
amount necessary tor the supporc and
maintenauco of tbe schoola ungder its
cbarge, for the school year commencing
on the first dav of July next thereafier,
also the amount Decessary to pay the in-
1erest accruing during such year, or not
ineluded In any prior estimate, on bonds
fssued by said boeard, and the amount of
pinking fund Decesssry to ba collected
duaring such year, for the payment and
redemption of said bonds; ¢ ® # pro-
vided, that the tax 1or the support and
maintenadce of such scbools shall pot
exceed in any one year fonr mills on the
dollur upon ail taxable property of =aid
oity.

In response to the second questlen,
as to what pense there isin the F.epie.
fature limitiog tbe tax to four nmille U
the board can at pleapure increage 1t to
gix it may be stated the board has not
or cannot Bt ita pleasure do anything
of the kind. “Apon’’ was evidently
not aware of the faot that tbere are in
reality two Jdlstinct levies as indioated
above. And even the mustier of levy-
ing s not left witbh the beoard. Allijt
cun do under the law, ls to perform
the plale, esimple duty of certi-
iylnyg to the assessor tbe amounl neges-
sary for mplntenance and repalpe nod
the payment of intereat and maklog
pinking fund credit,

That officlal must be gnided by
the law in the matter ol makinpg these
levier, The board’s certifieation to
him Wwas #=lsolutely witbin legsl
bcands, being carefuliy prepared by
ita attorneys, Williams , Van QCoit &
Botberland—with dus regord for sny
gonlingency that might arise,

A to the complaint about Baly Lake
property owners belng required fo pay
a total sobool tax of eleven mills, it
shonld be boroe in mind that g very
Jarge proportion of it, under a Terri-
torial law that is very npjusi, goes to
schoolsoutside the eity. No explanation
on this polnt, perbape, will make the
matter clearer thap the following &x-
cergt from President Dooly’s mnnual
report:

The territorial and county¥ sohool
taxes palu by the city for 1884 were
to-wit:

Territorlal 1ax (3 mille) . .ecnccinns 3106, 152 35
Qounty tax (2 ollle).... ...--- 70,758 23
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ceebbbaa. e, $1T0,070 68

nara e

Totalerieiniann.

‘babitante,

The board roceived from the Terri-
OFY .oun-e Tessnnans [P 3 ¥ 0 7. B
The boara received from the county. 53,74 50

TOAL.iprrnensscnsinan e 98,013 26

loss to 8alt Lake City.........% 78,4567 26
Which is equivalent to about 45 por cent
of tbe territorial scbool and county
aghoo] taxes, or to express it differently,
the board of education of this pity re-
celved abount 55 per cent of the territorial
scbool and county school levies.

I hesrtily endoree “*Bernard’s?
views wherein he states that the board
should govern ils expenditures by ita
tegal tncome and, if that be 1nsufficient
to nccommeodste aclual needs, it 18 not
the board’s fauit and it cannot be justly
censured. I am aleo of the opinion
thut my comment on ‘*Anon's’’ com-
munication are sufficlently plain lor
both gentlemen to eee that tbe board

bas not exceeded Its juriediction,
[t bas =& big question  with
whbich to deal. To sugdjessfuliy

keep the echool eystem In operation
requires the employmeut of 230
teaschers whoee ealaries bave been re-
yuced until tbhey are Jower tbhan thore
of apy eimilar western eity, thirty
janitors and a conalderable number of
otber persore. The census returns
show R schoo! population of 12,589,
more than one 'ourtb of the cliy’s in-
These must be provlied
with [free text books, mpparatue, fuel
any abelter for ten montbs Inthe year
and the most rigld economy has been
pevessary in every department to
socommodate them and even now the
securing of sufficient sultable school
roorn outside of the regular buildings ia
a problem that i yiviog the board
much trouble
ONE OF 1TS MEMEERS,

TABERNACLE IMPROYEMENTS

The NEWS bas Dbitberto announoced
tbat 8 me cbsnges and improvements
were being made at the Tabernacle
and about the grounds, but no idea ol
tbe magnitude of these repairs has
been given. This moraing a repre.
sentative of this paper took a Jook
about the place and was Bstonished at
the ammount of work tbat had been
Jone at the world-famed bulldiog.

In the first place, the etructure bae
been thoroughly cleaned from top to
bottom apJ in every nook
and corner. Then the ceiling has been
whitewssbed and the walls resmarbled
in blue, The columns supoorting tbhe
mammoth gallery have also been re-
marbled in sienna and the large vacant
places under the gsallery at each side
of the stand filled with new geats upcn
a raised platlorm, giving a8 good view
from a farthermost corner. Lieading to
these places, on both sides, new stair.
ways nave been put in and adgitional
ghairs put into tbhe choir stand to
accommodate s larger number of einge
ers, New carpets are being laid ou the
stands,wbile new marbled flower vases
adorn the p ets on the ewnds of the
stand, A little nlobe has been placed
on eachb side of the eland, one to ac-
commodale the cburch reporter
and tbe other for tbe use of
tbe cburch recorder. The seating oa-
pacity ol tbe bishopric and home
miesisnary elands bas besn greatly
Inereased and everything there-
in repainted and jvarnisbed. A
door bas bheen cut in the or-

gan at the nortb side ot the organ-
ist’salocove, giving thorough accese to
tbe inside of the organ witbout the
necesnlty of a girouitous route arpund
the great ipstrument. The windows
bave all got new iron pulleys in them
anpd new sash lines areup. At the
south side of the organ great improve-
ment bae been made by taklogout
some pillars and re-cacing poste, while
tbe whole ol that part bas been matob-
lined, giving it a muoh better appear.
ance than It wore in its days of rough
lumber and scanty paint. A new
music library has heen put in ut the
north slde of the organ,

Thbe seat Improvements which have
been made will increase the oapacity
of tbe great building six or seven hun-
dred. Aes has been tbe case for a j0DE
time the use of gas asanilluminator bas
peen disconiinued and electricity bolde
sway; bul now the gledes have been
removed from the jetr iu all parts of
tbe building, tbey having been tbe
source of much trouble in the matter
of cleapliness.

A dive down into the barement dle-
closed the fact tbat the old water
motors bave been retired and Lwo elec-
tric motors, one of two-horse apd the
otbher of three-borse power, substituted
to fill the monster Jungs of the great
organ. Also it was esen that the cloeets
were attired in nest ocoate of paintk
And agaip, the heating apparatos bas
been g0 improved tbhat much better re-
sults ean be achieved and s warmer
temnperature eecured when Jaok Frost
is rolliekipng on the outside.

Leaving the inside, it wan discoversd
tbat tbe walls on Lbe cutside had been
repainted, while the roof had 1n places
undergone retinning, and over ali
sbone a bright, new coat of paint.

Not only has the Tabernacle itsell
been repaired, renovated and made &
tbipg of beauty as well as of grandeur,
but the lawns, the trees and all tbe
bandsome surroundinges of the place
are continuously going nuder 2 courne
of improvement, as WwWas proved by
(Fardener Btariey, wbo sbowed the
newspaper man his new counservatory
in course of ecoustruction, the new
patchea of lawn whbich bave mada
tbeir appearance thie year, and the
new flugstone walks being put lo
aronnd tbe Temple,

The cost of 8ll these repaira at the
Tabernacle this all sre amouanting to
nearly $7,000 and Conference attenders
who have not vislted the place since
last fal} will be ngresably surprised at
the improvements made.

It ie expected that after Cunference
a new roul will be put on the Assem-
bly Hall, the present one Jeaking 80
badly as to make its removal absolute-
|y necessary.

The old Meridian 'house will doubt-
less be repiaced by a pew and neat
astructure ae spon a8 cobvenient. Then,
with the Brigham Young mobument
in the soutbeast corver of the block
and & splendld hew {ronrailing around
tbe entire equare, the place will be a
beauty spot for nature’s admirera.

BRIEF LOCAL PARAGRAPHS.

Permit e to vxpress the gratifica-
tion I felt to read in the NEwStbe
correspondence between Dr, Park and
Professor Maeser, whereln they agree
to keep tbe office of superintendent of

public instruction out of the partiean



