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the tax for the support and mainten-
ance of such schoolsschool shall not exceed
in any one year four mills ou the
dollar landand then asks rhatherefore is
not thehe six mills tax a direct violation
of the lawjaw what sense is there
in the legislature limiting the
tax to four mills itif the school board
can at pleasure increase it to six to
the first query I1 answer emphatically
in the negative the four mills is
used for the ilefio purpose not forth
in the law support and mainten-
ance JIJI but the board has other im-
portant and hevy obligations to di

in addition to supporting andua
maintaining the schools andnd
the law points out the way
in which it can and must be
done it isin incumbent that a separate
annual levy shall be made to pypay in
terest on bonds was provide for a sink-
ing fund with which to ultimately re-
deem the issues now out-
standing the jaw on the questionquest lon toie
found in section chapter inix page

session lawslaw 1894 a id reads as
followsfol lowe

the board of education shall on or be-
fore the first day of march of each year
prepare a statement and estimate of the
amount necessary torfor the support and
maintenance of the schools under its
charge for the school year commencing
on the first day of july next thereafter
also the amount necessary to pay the in-
terest scorningaccruing duringdur ing such year or not
included in any prior estimate on bonds
issued bby said board and the amount of
sinking undfund necessary to be collected
during such year for the payment and
redemption of said bonds pro-
vided that the tax lor the support and
maintenance of such schools shall not
exceed in any one year four mills on the
dollar upon all taxable property of said
city

in response to the second question
asan to what sousesense there laIs in the jungier
lature limiting the tax to fourour wills it
the board can at pleasure increase it to
sixix it maymaybebe stated the board has not
or cannot at itsita pleasure 10lodo anything
of the kind abonanon 12 was evidently
not aware of the fact that there are in
reality two distinct levies as indicated
above and even the matter of levy-
ing isin not left with the board all it
can do under the law Is to perform
the plain simple duty of certi-
fying to the assessor the amount neces-
sary for maintenance and repairs and
the payment of interest and making
sinking lundfund credit

that official must be guided by
the law in the matter of making theme
levies the boards certification to
him was absolutelyalsol within legslegal
bundsbounds being carefully prepared by
its attorneys williams van colt
sutherland with due regard for any
contingency that might arise

As to the complaint about salt lake
property owners being required to pay
a total school tax of eleven mills it
should be borne in mind thathat very
largebarje proportion of it under a territ-
orial law that tois very unjust goes to
schools outside the city no explanation
on this point perhaps will mattemajo the
matter clearer than the followsfollowinging ex

from prisident dollyeDooly8 annual
report

the territorial and county school
taxes paid by the city for 1894 were
to wit
territorial tax 38 mills 35
county tax 2 mills 23

total 58

the board received from the territ-ory 7875

ththee board received from the county 6050talfTotoralf 2625

loss to salt lake city 265

which isia equivalent to about 45 per cent
of the territorial school and county
school taxes or to express it differently
the board of education of this city re-
ceived about 55 per cent of the territorial
school and county school levies

I1 heartilyhear llly endorse bernarde
views wherein be states that the board
should govern its expenditures by its
legal income and if that be insufficient
to accommodate actual needs it lais not
the boards fault and it cannot be justly
censured I1 am also of the opinion
that my comment on anona 1 com-
municationmuni cation are sufficiently plain torfor
both gentlemen to see that thebe board
has not exceeded its jurisdiction
it has a big question with
which to deal to successfully
keep the school system in operation
requires the employment of
teteachers whose salaries have been re-
duced until they are lower than those
of any similar western city thirty
janitors and a considerable number of
other personspersots the census returns
show a school population of
morsmore than one fourth of the cotys in-
habitants these must be provided
with free text books apparatus fuel
and shelter for tonten months in the year
and the most rigid economy has been
necessary inia every department to
accommodate them and even now the
securing of sufficient suitable school
room outside otof the regular buildings is
ita problem that is giving the board
much trouble

ONE OPOF ITS MEMBERS

tabernacle improvements

the nimsNEWS hasbaa hitherto anjou need
that a me changes and improvementsimprove mente
were being made at the tabernacle
and about the grounds but no idea of
the magnitude of these repairs has
been given this morning a repre-
sentativesenta tive of this paper took a look
about the place and was astonished at
the amount of work that hadbad been
done at the world famed building

lain the first place the structure has
been thoroughly cleaned from top to
bottom and in every nook
and corner then the ceiling has been
whitewashed and the wallswall re marbled
in blue the columns supporting the
mammoth gallery have also been re
marbled in sienna and the large vacant
places under the gallery at each side
of the stand filled with nownew seats
a raised platformplat lorm giving a good view
from a farthermost corner leading to
these places on both sides new stair-
ways nave been put in and additional
chairs put into the choir stand to
accommodatesaccommodate a larger number of sing
ergera new are being laid on the

new marbled flower vases
adorn uethe p ets on the endsencis of the
stand A little niche liaohas been placed
on each side of the stand one to ac-
commodate the church reparter
and the other for abe use of
the church recorder the seating ca-
pacity olof the bishopric and home
missionary stands hasbaa been greatly
increased and everything there-
in repainted andadd varn lebed A
door has been outcut in the or

gan at the north side of the organ
giving thorough soaccess0ego to

the inside of the organ without the
necessity of a circuitous route around
the great instrument the winclown
have all got new iron pulleyspulley toin hem
add nownew sash linesjines are up at the
south sideaide of the organ great improve-
ment hasbaa been made by taking onout
some pillars and re caning posts while
theabe whole of that part hasbaa been match
lined giving it a much better appear
sinceanoe than it wore in itsita days of rough
lumber and scanty paint A nownew
music library has been put in at thehe
north sideilde of the organ

the seat improvementsImprove menta which have
been made will increase theabe capacity
of the great building six or seven hun-
dred anAB has been the casecame torfor a looglong
time the ube of gas asan an illuminatorll has
been discontinued and electricity holds
waysway but now the globesglebes have been

remremovedoved from the jets in all parpartsto of
the building they having been the
source of much trouble in the matter
of cleanliness

A dive down into the basement cillo

closed the fact that the old water
motors have been retired and two elec-
tric motors one of two horseborse a od the
other of three borse powerdower substituted
to nilfill thehe monster lungs of the great
organ also it was seen that the closets
were attired in nestneat costscoats of paint
and again the beating apparatus has
been so improved that much better re-
sults can be achieved and a warmer
temperature secured when jack frost
tois rollicking on the outside

leaving the inside it was discovered
thatthat the walls on the outside hadbad been
repainted while the roof had in place
undergone retinning and over all
shonehone a bright new costcoat of paint
not only has the tabernacle itself

been repaired renovated and made a
thing orof beauty as well asan of grandeur
but the lawns the trees and all the
handsome surroundings of the place
are continuously going under a coursecoarse
of improvement as was proved by
gardener starleyBtarley who showed the
newspaper man his nownew conservatory
in course of construction the new
patches of lawn which havebays made
their appearance thismin year and ukehe
new flagstone walks being put lain
around the temple

the cost of all these repairs at thehe
tabernacle this fall are amounting to
nearly and conference attat
who have not visited the place since
last fall will be agreeably surprised atal
the improvements made

it tois expected that after conference
a nenew roof will be put on the assem-
bly hall the present one leaking SO

badly asan to make its removal absolute-
ly necessary

the old meridian 1house will doubt-
less be replaced by a new and neatbeat
structuretrue ture as soon as convenientconventonL then
with the brigham young monument
in the southeast corner of the block
and a splendid new iron railing around
the entire square the place will be a
beauty spot for natunaturesrePs admirers

BRIEF LOCAL paragraphs
permit me to express the gratifica-

tion I1 felt to read in the NEWS the
correspondence between dr park and
professor maeser wherein they agree
to keep the office of superintendent of
public instruction out of the partisan


