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Written for this Paper,

COLONIA PACHECO.

CoLonia PacHico, Chihuahua Mexi-
co, April 6, 1894.

Today, when thousands of Salats are
celebrating the birthday of the Church
in a general conference capacity in Salt
Lake City, Utah, I am gathering histori-
cal data in the tops of the Sierra Madre
Mountaios in this far off land of Mexico.
In company with Elder Joseph C.
Bentley and wife, I left Colonia Juarez
yesterday and traveled about thirty-five
miles over arough mountaineous road
to Colonia Pacheco situated in the
Corralis Basin, on the head waters of
the Rio Peadres Verdes, which is one
of the main tribularies ot the Rio Casas
Grandes. The Corrales Basin proper,
in which Colonia Pacheco is situate
consists of a country about five miles
square interspersed with pine-covered
ridges; the intervening flats are gener-
ally very fertile and productive, but
only a small portion of the land is
irrigated—that lying adjacent to the

river. The townsite embraces a rocky
flat which slopes gently to the south; it
is covered in part with pine timber, and
watered from several small springs
situated from two to three miles west
and southwest of the town survey; but
the little stream thus brought in is only
sufficient for culinary purposes, and
thus only a little irrigation is done on
the town lots. The farming land,
which by the way is very limited, is
found in strips along the river, and in
smaller side valleys. The future growth
of the place will largely depend upon
the success the people may have in re-
servoiring the water. About one-half of
the inhabitants constituting the Pacheco
Ward live on the townsite; seven
families reside at Corrales, about one
and a half miles south of the townsite
and up the river or creek, while ten
families occupy a little neighborhood of
their own in what is known as Cave
Walley, seven miles porth or down the
river from the Pacheco townsite; in this
datter place mectings and Sunday
-schools are held separately. The alti-
-tude of Pacheco is about 7000 feet above
rthe level of the sea; the mountain slopes
are covered with pine, oak, juniper,
immaple etc., and the settlement is only a
.few miles from the sumimit of the Sierra
Madre Mountains, which forms the
iboundary line between the states of
-Chihuahua and Sonora. The Pacheco
"Ward has a population of thirty-three
families or zor souls.and is presided
.over by Bishop Jesse N. Smith, jun., a
:son of Jesse N. Smith, president of the
Snowflake Stake of Zion. Christopher
B. Heaton and Austin H. Farnsworth
are counselors to Bishop Smith. This
mountain settlement is also the home of
‘Patriatrch Henry Lunt, formerly Bishop
ot Cedar City, Iron Co., Utah-

The people asa rule are poor as re-
-gards this wor'd's goods; but they enjoy
1the spirit of the Gospel and also rejoice
in that liberty and state of freedom
which this rugged mountain country
affords. Though so isolated {having

neither white nor Mexican near neigh-
hors,) the spirit of sociability is kept up;
the meetings and Sunday Schools are
well attended, and social gatherings are

often appointed, in order to keep life in
the community, and preserve the cheer-
fulness and good feeling which are so
essential for the success of remote
settlements.

The Corrales Basin was one of the
first places explored by our brethren
early in 188s5; it was done with a view
to locating a colony of Saints in the
heart of the Sierra Madres; but it was
not till the spring of 1887 that the first
Latter-day Saint settlers commenced to
make homes here.  Since that time the
people have labored hard to establish
themselves in this rather inhospitable
region; and the success which has
crowned their labors so far promises
well for a permanent and prosperous
settlement in the future.

Elder Sixtus C. Johnson and a com-
pany of settlers are here on their road
to locate a new settlement in the
Chiachupa (?) country, about fifty miles
south of Panhico.

ANDREW JENSON.

FISH AND FORESTRY.

FARMINGTON, June 2,—As but little
space in our public journals has beeu
Jevoied to torestry and flabk culture,
may I be permitted to add my mite by
way of agaln ¢alling attention te those
tmportant indugtries? I have read
an interesting article in & jsurnoal de-
voted to flsh culture which stated that
the writer mnade the fellowing import-
ant discovery: Two flsh were placed in
one of two small ponds mnd he
poticed that they consumed all or most
of the mosquitoes in an embryo stete;
while the other pond produced its
customary thoueande, or mtillions ot
tbore little peats, small in size *tie Lrue,
tut big In annoying and hiting power.

There are many ponds, and swampy
logcalities where ponds can easily be
construuvted, in or near settlements, andy
il = little palne would be taken by
owners, or by other parties interceted
in fiseh culture who could rent such
land on good terme, many toos of
uealthy, ;palatable, brain-producing
iood could be essily provided for our
use; apd there 18 no comparison
between the messture of happiness
superinduced by a flsh diet as com-
pared with s pork and beef fed people,;
oot losing sight of the moaquity
nuisance gquestion thua being happily
solved.

Now ms to forestry. In walking
through meadows you will oecasionally
see pleces of Inmber, sticks of wood or
other articles that have been f)rced up-
wards by the rank growth of grass,
while other similar articles can be seen
spparently sinkiog fo the ground which
ir turned over will show that all vege-
tation under them is dead and pottions
of the earth they are hugging so closely
will adbere to them. Somesuperstitious
people will tell you that it is all occa-
sioned by aaid urticles being depesited
sbere in different stages of the incresse
or decrease of the moon. I will oot
give my theory, but I want to say that
trequently I have seen axe handles,
wagon and other timber worm-eaten,
andg have heard men say tbat timber is
better, more durable, ete., 1f cut at cer-
taln gemsons, not of the moon, but of

the year; but nntil reading an article
which I inclose for publication, I never
neard an intelligent reason given for
choosing any particular time f(or ecut-
ting ttmber. Here it i8;

J. F. 8anborn, M. D., Tabor, Iowa,
wriles Orange Judd Farmer.
portion of the West has so little timber
that thie question as to when it is best
to cut it for posts and other purposes
where durabllity 18 desired, is of prime
importanee. There are certain laws
governlog vegetsbie life which, when
well anderstood, east some light on the
subject, Exzsmlnation shows s large
percentage of starch im the berry of
wheat, corn or other cereal. Starch as
such, while it remalni unehsnged,
is among the most enduriog of all the
products of vegetable life, but it is
prone to change to cane sugar under
tbe influence of warmth and moisture,
and frrm eane sugar to glucose.

Ip sl fermentative {sctioo, as in
the malting of barley,starek is changed
to glucose, and if the fermentive pro-
cess i8 kept up, the glucose is changed
to nleohol and carbonie acid gas; and
it still further continued, noetic acid is
formed, or vinegar. If a berry of
wheat is placed in the ground, where
warmth and moisture are in suitable
proportiong, the starch goes through =
similar change, and the carbonie acid
gos is produced just ms fast ms the
young sboot can appropriate itto its
vwn growth. Itisa well known fagt
that carbon s the irame work of vege-
table life somewhat as the bones are of
the spnimal kingdom. ‘This carbon ijs
the charcoal leit after a partial comabus-
tion of the wood or plant. The earbon
Is derived from the alr by the growing
piant or tree; but in the young wheat
germ, before it gets above ground so e
to prosure it from tbe air,it s furnished
by ithe carbon in the starch, stored up
in the berry of which it is & part. For
a similat reason deciduous.trees (those
which shed theil leaver) must pruvide
within themsslves the materisle where-
with to supply thie carbon to produce
tbe lenves, before the leaves are formed
suffiviently to procure it trom the air,
This materini is stored upin thetree in
the anme chemical elements as wheat
atarch,

When epring warmbh comes the
starch ie changed to eugar,which being
ydissolved in the sap of the tree jg gar-
ried to the brapnches and twigs, and
there in due sesnson degcompose d to sup-~
ply carbon to form the leaves. When
toe leaves are formed 8o they ean obtain
the ¢arbon from the air then, and not
till tben, does Lhe sap cense to Conlajn
sughar. The sugar maple, white ma-
ple, box elder, black walnut,and some
other trees, are so rich in sugar thag
their sap can be utilized for sugar
making purposes if procured in early
spring. Now, if a tree is ¢ut after the
stareh has been changed to sugar, the
worms, belng very fond of this sweet,
beegme seriously destructive to wood.
The sap or the hlekory is so very
sweet, that if the tree is cut in Febru-
ary or Marea, it 1a well known that
the worms in tbeir greed for this sugar
cut the woad until it ts sadly deterior-
ated by their ravages. Rut if & tree is
cut in July or August, there is no
sugar in the sap of tbe tree sr wood
atter it 1s cul, so the worms seek some
more savory morsel,

This fs one reason why trees shonid
be cut in eummer. Anpother important
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