THE DESERET WEEKLY.

538

S—

Be posltion of the cfMgera of the
Chureh, and leaving the impree-
#on that there has been and Wwae
8% being made ap atlempt to ac-
Bmpllsh the unien ahove referred to.
Now that the excitement has passed,
10d ealmer reazon bas resumed fts
Wiy, we thluk it prudeut to eet forth,
% that )l may wndelstand, the exact
Yition oecupled by the leading au-
Iorities of the Church,

In the Brst place we wish to state in
the most poettive and empbatic lao-
fusge that at no tlme bhes Lhere ever.
90 any altempt or even deeire on the
[art of the Jeading authorities referred
Wio bave the Church in any manner
Motrosch ppon the rights of the Btate,
U to unite in any degree Lhe tuncilone
o the pne witli those of Lbe other.

Peculiar circumslanges bave sur-
founded the people of Utah. For many
Fears & majority of them o every por-
llon of the Territory belonged to one
Cburch, every reputable memhber
of which was entitied to boid and

old some ececlesiaptical office. It
s ensy to see how, L9 the casusl ob-
erver, it might Bppear singuisr that
00 maoy oficers nf the Church were
figo ¢fficers of ths Biate; bul while
this wse in jact the case, the distine-
tiod beiween the Cburch and the Bilate
ibronghont those years wag carefully
maintajned, The Fresidenl of the
Cboreh held for eight years the high-
&t alvl) (fice in the coiumunity,
baving been appolnted by Lbe natiovsl
sdminjatration governor of the Ter-
filory. The first gecretary of the Terri-
lory was a prominent Cbuteh official.
An Apastle represented the Territory
in Congress as a delegate during ten
Fears, The memhers of the l.eglsla-
ture beld also offices in the Cnurch.
This was unavoidable; for the most
ibitable men were elected by the votee
of the peonle, and, a8 we bave stated,
tvery reputable man in the entire com-
munity peld sonre Church position,
lbe most eperpetic and capable held-

lng leauwing positions. Tbis is all
oatural and plain ehough to
Lhone who conelder the cir-

cumetapces; but it furslshed oppor-
lanity for those wno were dispored to
ssiall the people of the Territory to
charye them with stlempting to unite
Church and State. A fatr investigation
of the conditlone will abundantiy dis-
prove the charge and show ils ulter
falsity.

On hehalf ot the Chureb of whicbh we
are leading vificers, we desire again to
slate (o the memhers and also to Lbe
poblie geperally, thaL Lbhere has Dot
been, nor f4 there, the remotest desire
on our part of on the part of our co-
religioniete to do unytbing looking to a

We declare that there has never been
any attempt to ocurtall individual
Hherty—the personel liberty of any ol
the ofticers or memhers of the Church.
The Ftrst Presidency and other lead-
Ing officers did make certain sugges-
Hone to tbe people when the divisioo
on party llnes touk place. ‘Fhat move-
ment was an entirely new departure,
andJ it was neceseary, in order that the
full bevefit sbouid not be lost
which waes hoped to reesult from
tbie new pelitical division,
tbat people who were loexperi.
enced should he warned agalnet hasty
and lil-considered sction. In some
cases they were counseled to be wiee
acd prudent in the political steps
tbey were ahout Lo take, and this with
no ides of wisning them against tbeir
will to either side. To this exteot, and
no furither, was anything said or done
up»n thie question, and at no time and
under noclmumslanceswasal}y altempt
made to say Lo voters how they should
cael their ballo's. AnDy charge that
bas been made to the contrary is wut-
terly falee.

Concerning cfticers of the (Cburch
themselves, the fecling was generaily
expressed io the heginniog of the po-
litical divisicon spoken of that it would
be prudent for leading men nat Lo ac-
cepl of office au Lthe banas of toe po-
litioal party to which they migbt be-
lopg. ‘Thle counsel was giveu to men
of both parties alike —unol because |t
wabthought that there was any impro-
priety in religious men nolding civil
uffice, not to deprive them of any of
the rlgpts of citizenehip, but because
of Lhe feeling that it would bde heiter
under all the oircumstances which bud
now arisen to »vold apy action that
would be likely to ¢reate jealoupy and
jil-teelilng. An era of pesve and
good-will seemed to be dawning uapon
the people, and it was deemed good to
shun everything that couid have the
lenst tendency to prevent the con-
summation of Lhis happy pros-
pect. In many inetasnces, how-
ever, the pressure hrought Lo
bear upon efficient mnd -popular men
by the mpmbers of the parllesto which
they belonged wae of such a obaragter
tbat tbey bad Lo yield to tbe solicitation
10 aceept nomination to office, or suh.
jecl themeelves to the suspiclon of bed
faith in their party affiliations. In
spme cases’ they did this without con-
sulting the authorities of the Cburcb;
but wbere impartant poesitlone were
beld, and where the dulies were of 4
reeponeible and exacting character,
some did seek the counsel snd ad
vice ot the leading Cburch suthoritles
before accepting Lhe political bonors
lendered them. Because some otbere

nnion of Cburch anJd Biate.

did not seek this counsel and adviee,

‘enpecially  those

ill-feeling was engendered, and undue-
and pajnful sepsitiveness wae stimu-
lated; mlsunderetanding readily fol-
lowed, and 88 a result the autboritles
of tbe Churob were acocusea of had
fulth and made tbe smbjects of biller
reproach. We bave maintained that
in the case of men whbo hold bigh
poeitiona in the Charcb, whose duties

are well detlped, and whose eo-
¢lesiasiloal jabors are anderstocd
to be ocontiopuons apd mnDecesssry,

it wonld he an improper thiog Lo ac-
cept political office or enter into abny
vocation that would distraot or reroove
them from tbe religious duties resting
upon them, withont first consulting
and obtaining the approval of their
associates and those who preside over
tbem. Kt- has heen wnderstood from
the very teginning of the Chureh that
no officer whoee duties are of tbe
cbaracter referred to, has tbe right to
engage In any puorsuit, political or
olberwiee, that will divide bis time and
remove bis attention from tbe calling
already accepted. It hss bLeen the
conetanl practice with officers of the
Cbureh to consult—or, to use our lan-
gusge,lo *'cruneel”*—with their bretb-
ren concerning all Questions of this
kina. Thbhey have not feit that they
were sacriflcing thelr manbood In do-
ing eo, Dor that they were submitting
to improper dictetion, nor that in so-
liehiilng and acting upon the advice
ol thoee over them, they
were in sDY¥ manner doing
away with tbheir Individual righte and
agency, nof that to any improper Jde-
gree were thejr rigbte and dulies as
American citizens beipg abridged or
interfered with. They realized that
in uccepting eccleslastical office they
assumed certain obligations; Lhat
among these was the ohiigation to
magnify the office which they beld, lo
attend to ite dutles in preference to
every other lahor, and todevote them-
seives exclueively to it with all the

zea), industry and strengib they
poesessed, u nlees rejessed in
part or for time by thoze

who preside over them, Our view, and
1t bas heen the view of all our prede-
cessorp, s that no officer of our Churob,
in bigh standing,
siionld takea courseto violate thja long-
established praciice. Rather thaa
Jdisobey i, nnd declare himeelf by his
actions deflantly independent of his
sisociales and bis fite loaders, il bae
slways been held that it would be
better for e man to reeign the duties of
his Priestbood; and we entertain the
same view today.

In view ofall the occurrences to which
reference bas heen made, and to the
diversity of viewp tbut have arisen
among tbe pepple In consiauence, we-



