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MISCELLANEOUS.

AT THE HOME OF WASHINGION.

Down the Potamac just sixteen mlles
-from Washington is the old home of
the *“Father of our Country.” The
house and barns,the gardens and flelds
are almost the same as when they
were looked after by Waushington him-
pelf. Only time has somewhat toned
the surroundings, and many of thein-
teresting old objects are gradually be-
ing worn awny by the action of thc
elements. One may go by railroad or
beat, and the ride down the river is a
nost delightful one.

The storied hills of Maryland and
Virginia are seen to the cast and west,
rieing gradually from the river, ,and
losing themselves In the gray up-
iands beyond. The Potomac is a grand
stream, and ever since Captain John
Sinith explored it in 1609, it has been
the scene of many historical events,
and famous did it become when, dur
Ing the civil war, the message Was
flashed every night over the wires- to
‘Washington "All 18 quite on the Po-
tomac:’

Before reaching Mt. Vernon, the
streamnt passes Arlington, the old home
of Rohert E. Lee, and one of the most
beautiful’ spots on enrth. Scon the
tolling of bells and the dipping of the
natlonal colors announce Mt. Vernon.
A% the traveler steps on iand it 18 with
deep feellngs of reverence and awe.
The simple quletude ef the surround-
ings, the peaceful influence which per-
vades the alr, the thoughts that one Is
walking over the same grounds and
seelng the sume scenes as our Wash-
ington, all combine to make the occa-
tion most charming. The house is
beautifully situated on a hill overlook-
Ing the river. It !a bullt of woed; Iia
two stories high, but has an attic with
dormer windows. On the roof is a cu-

pola, and above an antigque weather
vang, which still turns with the soft
breezes from the river. In front is a

large plazza with columns supporting
the roof of the porch. The house was
built in 1743 by Lawrence Washington,
who was a half brother of George. The
name Mt. Vernan was given to the
place in honor of Admiral Vernon, un-
der whom Lawrence had served as a
soldier. Washington Inherited the
eatate, where he came to live In 1759,
He was here untj] called to the field to
take part in the great struggle for In-
dependence. At his home, hoth before
and after the war, Washington lived
a peaceftul and happy life, The beautl-
ful! surroundings, combined with the
ever watchfut tralning of his mother,
went to develop a nature of sympathy
and kindness of heart. which even thc
humblest slave under him coutd not
help but feet. He loved his home, he
reapected all hie workmen and “he
wept and prayed for all.”

AB one strolls through the recoms and
halls, and then walks on to the piazza,
and pees the beauty stretching out in
an endleas vision before hlm; the
river in all its calmness tlowlng on so
tranquilly to the ocean; the forests
and flelds, and the hills and ravines,
in thelr summer garb he cannot but ask,
“Has he left the place forever?' In
the quietude of the day, when all the
treee and the insects are beating to the
pulse of nature; when the sun is
pouring his life-giving rays {nto every
nook, and the sky smiles sweetly on
all things. one wonders If the spirit
of him who loved the spot 8o well
ever comes back, and wanders over the
pathe’ and through the flelds? The
answer comes with force, “The saplrits
of the ¢hildren of God come to earth
mometimes to direct and Influence us to
gomething grander and nobler in life.”

Many interesting things can be seen
in loltering through the rooms. In the
main hall 18 the key to the Bastille,that
old prisgn of Parls, which was a source
of Bg much terror to the people, and
which was destroyed by the mobs In
1789. The key iz peven Inches in length
and was given in Washington by La-
fayette, who wrote with the gift: “Gilve
me leave, my dear general. to present
you with a pleture of the Bastille, just
g8 it looked a few days after I ordered
Its demolition, with the main key of the
fortress of despotiam. It {8 a glft which
I owe as o son to my adopted father,
as an aide-de-camp to my general, as
a missionary of liberty to its patri-
arch.”

In the parlor 18 u genuine old harp-
sichord, which was imported from
London and given by Washington to
Nellle Custis. In the library are the
booke, long slnce lald aside, yet exhal-
ing an fnfluencce of inspiration to the
beholder. The books that Washington
read! What a flood of thoughts and
emotions come over one. There in the
glnss case is the old fam!ly Bible and
kindred books, and above are the
shelves are hls note books and papers.
As one looks at them they seem to be
whispering the knowledge and wisdom
of centuries ago into the ear of the lls-
tening present. Near the fire place is
the famous tribute pald to Washington
by Dr. Reed. It f8:

“washington—The brave. The wise.
The good,
“Waghington—S8upreme in war, in

council and in peace.

“Washlngton—Valiant without am-
bitlon, diacreet without fear, confident
without presumption.

‘"“Washington—In disaster, calm,
success, moderate, in all, himaself.

"Washington—The Hero: the Patrlot;
the Christian: the Father of Nations;
the Friend of Mankind. who when he
had won all, sought in the bosom of his
family and of nature, retirement, and
in the hope of rellgion, peace.”

On the second floor, overiooking the
south lawn, {3 the room in which Wash-
ington dled. The bed stands as it
used to with its old fashioned curtalins,
and on a chair near by is the Bible,
which he had been reading on the day
of his death. As was the custom at
that time, the room was closed for
three vears after his death, and Mrs.
Washington occupled the one just
above In the attic, which has a dormer
window looking out to the peageful
tomb. A beautiful atory {8 told of her.
After the general had died she chose
the room In order to watch over the
lagt resting place of her loved one.
What a noble act. I dare say that she
often looked from this window at
night to the lonely and sllent tomb. and
with the stars and the Hght of the moon
kept vigil watch over it untll the dark-
ness had given way to the gray
shades of the morning, Im the last
room, which overlooks the river, are
three chalrs. One belonged to Benja-
min Franklin, the other two to Wash-
ington, one of them having been
brought over In the Mavflower. One
could lolter for hours in this qualnt old
house and mever tire, The rooms, the

in

slab is  Inscribed, “Within this
inclosure rest the remalns
of General George Washington.”
Abgve the door of the tomb are the

words of John, the Apostle: "I am the
Ressurrection and the Life. He that

belleveth in me, though he were dead, .

yet shall he live." In the ante.cham-
ber are the two marble sarcophagt,in-
to which the remalns of Wﬂshlng,ton
and his wife were put for their final
keeping. After the tomb Wwas locked,
the key was thrown into the Potomac.
Near by are monuments In honor of
different members of the Wagshington
famlily. As one looks at this conse-
crated spot, the words of Irving come
to him: .

"Time 1s ever sllently turning over

its‘pages; we are to0 much engrossed *

with the storles of the voresent to
thihk of the characters and anecdotes
that give interest to the past; and
each age §8 a volume to be thrown
aslde and te be speedilv forgotten.
‘The idot of today pushes the hero of
veaterday out of recollectlon; and will
in turn be supplanted by hls successor
of tomorrow.”

There I8 a lesson to be learned from
a trip to DMt. Vernon, Many poor,
worthy and honorable ambitious
young men, just entering the arena of
dective 1ife, but are falnt. weary and
digappointed, will remember the hum-
ble infancy and youth of our Waghing-
ton.
and herces, but none have surpassed
him {n true worth. The American
boy learns the lesson of honesty, per-
severance, and patlence, which make
men truly great and noblc In the af-
toirs of life. Mt. Vernon 15 a sacred
spot, and as one hids farewnll to its
surroundings, he feels a8 if 4 wave of
Infuence and powcr had overtaken
him to direct him to the good, the
noble and the true,

LEVI EDGAR YOUNG.

ASSESSMENT OF STOCK.

Deputy Attorney General Henper X.
Smith, has tranamitted an opinion to
Edward Pike, county attorney of Juab
county, on the following questjons:

1. "In the matter of assessing tran-
sient herds, where the ownership of
said herds are bona fide residents of a
county of this State, and where there is
and can be no clalm by the assmesgor
of any other county of this State, that
gald herds are to be drlven out of the
State or otherwise disposed of In order
to aveld taxation, and where anid sheep
herds either winter or summer |n the
county in which the owner resides, can
sald herde be legnlly assessed by the
assessor of any county other than that
in which the owner i2 a resldent?

2. “Is there any authority of law, un-
der the ahove state of facts, that wlll
warrant the assessor of any eounty
where such herds are transcient, at the
time of making such an assesament, in
exzcting or extorting a note or other
gecurity from the owners of said sheep
for the payment of thk tax?

3. “Can a legal asessment of tran-
sient herds under any circumstances,
where the owner# are residents of the
State, and where, as stated, there 1s no
attempt to evade taxation, Le made
prior to noon on the flrst Mondav of
February?"'

In answer to the flrst question Mr,

plctures on the walls, the chairs and gmith sa -
b ye it 18 the duty of the ngses-
tables. all are Ieft as they were when .4, of a county where horses, mules,

Its owners walked and talked here,
But we rmust hurry on to the tomb.

Just south of the house along a path
which i3 gradually lost among the trees
ia the spot where Washington lay until
removed to the present tomb in 1837. It
wad this grave which Lafayette visited
in 1824. The new tomb is a few rodse to
the wert among the treca, It Is a sim-
ple structure of brick, with two large
iron gatea, above which on a marble

lcnttle or sheep are transcient to list the

same and tranamit it to the assessor
of the county where the stock is owned.

On the pecond and third questions
Mr. Smith finds that section 2516 of the
revised statutes makes it the duty of
the assessor, before the first Monday in
May of each year, to ascertain the
names of the taxable inhabitants and
ali property subject to taxation, except
such as is assessed by the States board

Time has produced many gages”



