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atat THE HOME OF WASHING ION

j

dwdownn the just sixteen miles
from washington is the old home of
abw father of our country the
house and barns the gardens and fields
are almostarmost the same as when they
wrewe looked after by washington him-
self only time has somewhat toned
tuethe surroundingssurround inga and many of theinthe in
tdresting old objects are gradually be-
ing worn away by the action of the
eMelementsments one may go by railroad or
beatbaat and the ride down the river litis a
wootnoat delightful one

the storied hills of maryland and
virginia are seen to the east and west
rising gradually from the river and
losinglosia thenisthemselveselves in- the gray up-
lands1420 beyond the potomac is a grand
stream and ever since captain john

explored it in 1609 it has been
of many historical events

and famous did it become when dur
the civil war the message wasegtonhed every ghighinight over the wires to

all is quite on the po
taah

13 wee reaching mt vernon the
passespasse arlington I1 the olddid home

holerttolertert E lee and one of the most
spots on earth soon the

t ling of bells and the dipping of the
inw aronalpia colors announce mt vernon

hw traveler steps on land it is with
feelings of revereverencerente and awe
dtime quietude of the surround

t IC uie influence which per
v ei the thoughts that one tois
walkhigsoover the ianasame grounds and
seeingir the same scenes as our wash
1 0 all combine to make the occa
Lclan mogmoat charming the house Istribeautifully situated on a hill overlook-
ing teee river it is built of wood is
two stories high but has anatolean attic with
dormer windows on the roof is a cu
poto and above an antique weather

1 which still turns with thithe soft
breezessee from theirthe riverr tnn front Is a
Uagege piazza with columns supsupportingpotting
tap roof of the porch the house waswaa
bp Ht in 17431748 by lawrence washington

wa a half brother of george the
nune mt vernan was given to the
place in honor of admiral vernonvemon

lawrence had served as a
soldier washington inherited the
hatate wherehere he came to live in 1759
au1 was 4hereere until called to the field to
take pan in the great struggle for in-
dependence at his home both before
apaand rafterafter the waxwar washington lived
A and happy life the beauti-
fulfarafulsurroundings combined with the
ever watchful training of his mother
wontewt to develop a naturematute otof sympathy
and kindness of heart which even the
humblest slave under him could not
biala but feel he loved his home he
respected all hiship workmen and he
voettapt and prayed for all

As one strolls through the rooms and
haft and then walswalks on to the piazza
audaad seesbees the beauty stretching out in
an endless vision before him the
taran in all its calmness flowing on goflo
tranquilly to the ocean the forests

and the hills and ravines
liitheir summer garb he cannot but ask
hashaa he left the place forever in

the quietude of the day when all the
treettrees and the insects are beating to the
pulse of nature when the suneun Is
poutingpouring his life giving rays into every
nook and the sky smiles sweetly on
all things one wonders if the spirit
of him who loved the spot so well
evereve lofnes back and wanders over the
pathsd and through the fields the
answer comes with force the spirits
of the epchildrenhildren of god come to earth
sometimes to direct and influence upu to
something grander and nobler in life

many interesting things can be seen
in loitering through ththe rooms in the
main hall is18 the key to the
old prison of paris which waswag a source
of so much terror to the people and
which was destroyed by the mobs in
1789 the key is seven inches in length
and was given in washington bybk laf-ayettef who wrote with the gift give
me leave my deaxdear general to present
you with a picture of the bastille just
asaa it looked a few days after I1 ordered
its demolition with the main key of the
fortress of despotism it is a gift which
I1 owe as a son 0foo my adopted father
as an aide de camp to my general as
a missionary of liberty to its patri-
arch

in the parlor isisaa genuine old harp-
sichordsi which was imported from
london and given by washington to
nellie custis in the library are the
books long since laid aside yet exhal-
ing an influenced of inspiration to the
beholder the books that washington
read what a flood of thoughts and
emotions come over one there in the
glass case is the old family bible and
kindred books and above are the
shelves are his note boolsbooks and papers
As one looks at them they seem to be
whispering the knowledge and wisdom
of centuries ago into the ear of the lis-
tening present near the fire place Is
the famous tribute paid to washington
by dr reed it is

washington the brave the wise
the good

washington supreme in waxwar in
council and in peace

washington valiant without am-
bition discreet without fear confident
withoutphout presumptionWMwashingtonashington in dimsdisasterter calm in
success moderate in all himself

washingtonI1ton the hero the patriot
tthebe fan the father of nations
the friend of mankind who when he
had won all sought in the bosom of his
family and of nature retirement and
in the hope of religion peace

on the second floor overlooking the
south lawn Is the dooin in which wash-
ington died the bed stands as it
used to with its old fashioned curtains
and on a chair near by is the bible
which he had been reading on the day
of his death As was the custom at
that time the room was closed for
three years after his death and mrs
washington occupied the one just
above in the attic which has a dormer
window looking out to tlethe peaceful
tomb A beautiful story toIs told of her
after the general had died she chose
the room in order to watch over the
last resting place of her loved one I1

what a noble act I1 dare say that she
often looked from this window at
night to the lonely and silent tomb and
with the stars and the light of the moon
kept vigil watch over it until the dark i

ness had given way to the gray
shades of the mornings in the last i

room which overlooks the river are I1

three chairs one belonged to benja-
min franklin the other two to washi-
ngton one of them having been
brought over in the mayflower one
could loiter for hours in this quaint old
house and never tire the rooms the
pictures on the walls the chairs and
tables all are left as they were whenvohen
its owners walked and talked here
but we must hurry on to the tomb I1

just south of the house along a path
which is gradually lost among the trees
is the spot where washington lay until
removed to the present tomb in 1837 it
was this grave which lafayette visited
in 1824 the new tomb is a few rods to
the west among the trees it Is a sim-
ple structure of brick with two large
iron gates above which on a marble

slab Is inscribed within ilthaiinclosure rest the remalre inal11of0 general george washingtonwashingtoV
above the door of the tomb aretaarethawords of john the apostle a amaln twtheRes and the life he thatbelievethbelieveth in me though he were deayet shall he live in the ante chantcham I1

herber are the two marble sarcophagus
to which the remains of washington
and his wife were put for their fit
keeping after the tomb was locked
the key was thrown into the Poto
near by are monuments in honor ofrfdifferent members of the Washingtow
family As one looks at61 this conae
cratcratedd spot the words of irving commacome
to him

time tois ever silently turning over
its pages we are too much engroengros seo
with the stories of the present to
think of the characters and anecdotes
that give interest to the past and
each age is a volume to be throvia
aside and to be speedily forgotforgotten
the idol of today pushes the hero or0fyesterday out of recollection and witt
in turn be supplanted by his successor
of tomorrow

there is a lesson to be learned from-
a trip to mt vernon many poor f

worthy and honorable
young men just entering the aieaena 0off t
active life but axeare faint wwearyarv and
disappointed will remember thehe hum- i1

ble infancy and youth of our washing-
ton time has produced many sages
and heiheroesroes but none have surpasses
him in true worth the american
boy learns the lesson of honesty per-
severance and patience which malce
men truly great and noble in the
fairs of life mt vernon Is a sacredsacredacred4

spaspott and as one bids farewell to gitig
e

surroundings he feels as itif a wave finfluence and power had overtaxed
him to direct him to the good tb
noble and the true
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assessment OF STOCK 1 l

deputy attorney general benner X
smith has transmitted an opinion to
I1edwardedward pike county attorney of juanijuabcounty on the following questions

1 in the matter of assessing tran
ient herds where the ownership otof

said herds are bona fide residents ofofaft
county of this state and where there tolto
and can be no claim by the assassessoresdor
of any other county of this state that
said herds are to be driven out of tbthestate or otherwise disposed of in orderto avoid taxation and where said sheep
herds either winter or summer in thecounty in which the owner resides can
said herds be legally assessed by the
assessor of any county other than that
in which the owner is a resident

2 Is there any authority of law un
der the above state of facts that wiltwill
warrantwarmnt the assessor of any county
where such herds are transclent atthetime of making such an assessment toin
exacting or extorting a note or other
security from the owners of said sheep
for the payment of ththe tax

3 can a legal assessmentases of tran-
sient herds under any circumstances
where the owners are residents of thestate and where as stated there is no
attempt to evade taxation blbe madiemade
prior to noon on the first monday ogof
february

in answer to the first questionquest ign mr
smith says it is the duty of the aisea
sor of a county where horses
cattle or sheep are tran to list the
same and transmit it to the assessor
of the county where the stock is ownedon the second and third quesquestionstiona
mr smith finds that section 2516 of the
revised statutes makes it the duty yrot
the assessor before the first monday litin
may of each year to ascertain the
names of the taxable inhabitants and
all property subject to taxation except
such as is assessed by the states boardlboard


