826

THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

)

THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

NOT A COMPEVENT CRITIC.

A recenl jssue of the Liamoni Balnts?
‘Herald bas a fifleen-column responee
10 a NEwWsS elitorlal, the Iatler haviog
polated oul 88 uotrueithe assertions of

the Heraid that **tbhore who have heen
<eslroupr of presiog Lhrough Lhe en-
~dowment ceremonjes for themselves,
and of altending lo baptisms for tbear
dead, bave heen obarged a orrtaln sum
for the privilege” tn the Timples ol
“qliab., Upon thla polnt the Herald re-
plies Lhat it bad iaken Lhe eatate-
men's of Lthoee whom f§t bed reasson
-to believe wers lo a position Lo Enow,
and if it bes been misloformed is
.plessed to wuvanderstand that fsof,
‘“therelore soceptes the NEwS statement
witbout dleputs; ali of which 18 com-
rmendable in our friend, but reveals at
‘the rame Lime ils lncapacity to judge
-of Temiple matlers, hecause it dues not
anderstand Lhem,

Upon au- Lher polnt In our editorial,
the Safots? Herald says it had oot the
=allghlest jntenlion ol eueering in re-
ferring to KElder Merriil as one oi Lhe
.datest Apostles cbosen. Although «
ire-peruss) nf the first artiole doos nol
‘e¢hange our impresston upon the state
mnent whiobh appears ju Lhal article
alone, with tnie later expldnation we
are satisfled,snd accept it in good Ialth,
Respondiog o 8o Inguiry 1o the Her-
Ald’: refervuce to this subject we wil
aay that peiiber Xlder Merrill nor Euder
Liund ja the youngest of the A posties
in the order of choice, althouxh they
are amoong tbe later additions to the
quorvm.

The Herald then goes lo anotber
branch vf thetubjtot, s nd eudeavors to
malotaln that thire hes been ‘‘some-
thing lecking in Lbe observance of Lhe
rites uf beptizing for the dead and seal-
ing, or adopting lor eclernlily,”’ awu
-maken several gaotations Ifum =+ rmone
and the Doctrine and "~ Coveousnls.
Liater, 8 gllmpre ol Jigbht seems to
penetrate the Heralu artiole, for it
'saye, *fIt was perbape unforiunste
‘tbat we cCoosldered bapllem for the
dead, eenllug and adoplion all in one
referencey’? but furtber on it lapses Into
the old error, and courcquently argues
trom a wrong premiese.

As lo baptisme for the dead, there ja
‘D6t sod bus not been sny misunder-
‘stauding or variance lo relation there-
to ip the Churob fron. the days of the
Krophet Josepb, and »o repetiliour
where lodividusle bave [lollowed
the instrucliooes of the aulboritie:;
#o tbal every reference of Lhs
Heralu to *an ugsetable, un-
-defined, indeclsive poliey’’ relatiog
thereto ia wbolly withoul warrant.
There has been no such thing. Even
from Lhe standpoint the Hearald seems
“to aesurme relatlog to adoptlons,there ja
not a sbhudow of ¢xcuee lor including
bipisme for the dead In {Is references.
Aud a8 te the adoption there haw beep
oo unoerlsln poligy ; nelther was there
8 Mlsucderstanding on the part o

the lJiving oracles, There were
80IL® thinge that were nol
fully revealed respecting certaju

relationebipe; and peuple, al their
owh urgent request, were permittey
to perform certaln work wbich sl most

-bueln,

could be tut superfluous and did not
conlravene any prinelple; but they
did eo with vxprees instructions as t-
the real status, 80 thal there wae no
obhange of policy whatever, The
Propbet Joeeph dJld not bave all the
kuowledge given blm revealed at once,
but irom time to time, and o one nc-
caglon procetd: dasrelated wilth respecl
to baptisms forthedend.The Loru alter-
wards gave him moure light, and ever
sioce Lhe matter bar been perfeotly
understiood. Nor did the Propbes
Joseybh revea! to the Churcoh all thinge
which the Lad hal to eay to it}
cbangeof clfoumsetances required new
revelatlor, as the Propbet ficquently
anu vmwphaticly declared. And ju re.
spect to certuln seallngs in mdoptione
that revelatinn oame to Preshdeul
Woodrafl, evoking Lhis dispusslor: sny
the aileged ‘‘changs® waich the Her-
ald seeks to m=ake #0 much of but
which the H.aatter-day Balots Enow
furplsbes Do occasion thersfor, was oy
greater, if as greal us t(nat by Lhe
Prophbet in relation to haptlem for the
Jesd, There bas been no ohapge
whatever in relstion to the prinoiple ol
adoptlon, but the Lord hae given wore
light upon it than tormerly was la poe-
session of mapy who desired to Enow
o {heee \bi: gs.

The Baints’ Herald also devotes apece
to arguing that the word *‘oracles’’
used in s revelation given Maroh,
18338, refers to commandments. The
fsncied ooputroverey oo this poinl 1»
nons of ourr. We understanud
that commonly Lhe word Is applied to
the communpioated will ot the Loru,
ant slso to thore Lbhreougbh wbom that
will 8 communijoatetd; the iatter are«
referred to wben wWe use the lerm
‘Jiving oraociles,’ Upon ite assumev
our Liamoni friend seems tn
tbink that bepause *‘the keys? of the
kingdom were not to he twkeu from
the Prophet elther in this world or the
world to come, no one elee ocould be
ziven Lhe power to umee those keve.

On this point we will remind
it that when Elser David Patlen
was kililed the Lord Informed

the Propbet thst bis Priesthood could
not be taken from blm, but tbat an-
other could be appointed 1n hie atead,
Boit wns with the Propbet Joeeph;
when be war 0ulled away anclher war
appolated in his stead, and the Cburoh
bus pot bren witbiut & Propbet, Beer
snd Revelator, nvr bas the Propbet
Joseph, who atanus al the bead of this
dlspensstior, been deprived of any
geyes or powers thal were conferreqd
upan bim—bhe will continue to bold
them Lbroughoat eleroity.

Our coutroversial friend quoter
from Lbe revelatlon given to the
Prophet Joeepb, Japuary 189, 1841,

and endeavors Lo
in relation thereto. We will call fte
atteution to that same revelation,
whioh eaye, "] give to you wy ser-
vant Brigbam Young to be a Pres!-
Jdent over the Twelve traveling Coun-
oll, which Twelve hold the keys Lo
open up lbe authority of my kingdor:
upon the fcur cornere of the eurth,
and afler thal (o send my word lo
every coreature. They are—Hseber C.
Kimoball, Pariey P. Pratt, Orson
Fratt, Orcon Hyde, Wllliem Smith,

mode & puint

Jobn Taylor, Jobn X. Page, Wilford
Woodruft, Willard Riobards, George
A, Bmitb,’* Thal is a rather broad
authorlty, and js polnteily excusive
{u the matter of key-hoiding, so far 38
poncerns, auy organlzation that did
not repeive the Keys from Presldent
Youung and bie associater, or legit. mate:
|y succeed Lbereto. 1t is for Lhat
Qounct]l snd the legitimate sugorssord
thereto an exeolueive franchize to send
the ward of the Liord to every preatur®-

The 8ajute’ Herald eay : *‘Joseph
dmith Jdid not hecome n martyr in toe
cauee of the Utath Chureh.” The ae-
serlion im not true, He wans the first
President and Prophet of that Church,
which is the Churoh of Jeens Corist
of Latter-vny Bainte. He beld that
posiiton st the time of bis destb, The
Chburpob has never been dishanded, Fe-
vrgamzed, or chaoged. [is gquorums
of Priesthood have been reorganized
a8 necessily reguired, just am they
were . before the Prophet's deatby
hut the evtire 1ostitution §s the rame,
The Reorganization ie s perfept stranger
to the Prophet Joseph and the epirit
which notusted blom, The Lord made
no mistake in selecting the Propbet
Joseph tnr the work ol organjztion of
Hia Churoh. He cuts no sucbh sorry
Hgure as to awaken 0 Deceesity for
such men ss Wllliam Markr, JasoD
Briggs soud Zeuos Q@Gurley to o that
which He was uosble to accomplisb.
The Lord orvauized His Church
April 8, 1830. [t bee contiuued in Of-
¢unized form to the present, and
will rernain to the full acoompiish-
ment of jits divine purpese. [t is the
Chureb which has buiit Temples lo
‘‘the top of the mountalme? in Ulah,
whl contlnue Teniple builiing ae tbe
L rd direots, snd le engaged in all the
wolk of salvalion f{or Lbe liviog an
the deud tbal the Lord requires in this
dlepensation, The Baints’ Herald 18
not & competent oritic of the dootrines,
teaohings and practices of thal
Courar. Thile {8 sbowu jn various
ways, one of which & its ponfesscd
fallure to gomprebend asotus) oondi-
tions whioch exlet within the Chutob,
and the Intent aud efect of the inetrue-
tione of its leading sulborities.

IRRIGATION IN THE L¥GISLATURE.

The imporiance of the riyht kind of
legislallion, and tbe diverelty of views
a8 tv what ja the rlgbt kind, was 0O
doubt Hroaly Impreesed uvpon the
miods of several members of the Lisg-
istaiure at & conjolnt meetiog of Lhe
Houee and Senate vommittess on irrl
wation und ogrioulture, held last
eveninog. Beejdes the members
spoken of, the sessinn wae altended by
President George Q. Cwnuon, Juduie
L. W. Bburtliff, Co/. Bteveusun and
other zentlemen ideotifled wilh Lhe
State Lrrigation seicciation; by Prof.
A.A, Mills, of the Agricuitural ssse-
oisiion, aud Prof, J. H. Psul,of the
Agricuitural college; by Blsnop Raw-
llpe and Mr. lersel Kvaps, who were
conridered representatives of the ‘‘oid
stitlers,” and by Judgs Dusenberry,
Prof, Cluff apd othere. Nearly every

vigtlor  present was hedrd 1o
remarks upon the sulbject, all
agteejny ®8 (0 the Ltremendoas

imporiance of the questions involved
aud aleo agrecing upon Llbe maln
proposition as Lo Ite complexily with



