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~when the end came, the Confederates
had given up ,and all the implements
of war were ldle, seemed to be a fitting
ceocaslon for such mental diversion
as would amournt to a long-needed
tonic. He must have rest, and found
1t, not of the kind looked for, but one
whieh no alarums of mortal strife
ever disturb, one into which conten-
tions and discords do not enter—the
perfect though violently wrought
calmness of a repose which s cease-
Jess became hla. He died the follow-
ing morning, eurrounded by every
token of affectionate regard which o
atricken people could bestow, and his
pame wears o lustre which the corrod-
hand of time wlll nevet be able to

!;:fﬂgroy #0 [ong as books sremaln and
man remembers.
A “BECEDED" MASON.

The Christian Cynosure of Chicago
{s a fanatleally religibus journal and
makes a livelihood principally by “ex-
posing” and arralgning secret socletles,
It Beems toO take =special pleasure in
publishlng communications from form-
er members of such organizations in
which the writers reveal matters
which the oaths they took on being ln-
jtinted forbld them to dlsclose. In a
recent !ssue it gives a letter from a
sigeceded’” mason named John Nicolh,
{n which he confirms the truth of cer-
tain published statements giving some
of the oaths that Mason’s take, and de-
clares that the cxposures reveal ma-
sonty gubstantially as he recelved It
§n the 10dge he joined.

To disclose the secrets of masonry
§s to violate sacred covenants; and to
confirm the truthfulness of such ex-
posure made by another, is to share
the responalbility for it, and the gullt
of the man who originally made it,
The authors and endorsers of such ex.
posures Aare obvlously not entitled to
eredence. Thelr act in revealing lodge
secretd 1s essentially an act of false-
hood and perfidy, makes liars and
trajtors of them, and destroys their
every clalm to credibllity. Nicoll
says:

ewhen the lending infidel of the
town was elected worshipped master,
] gave up the lodge and never re-
turned. * * * And there are hun-
dreds of such witnesses all over the
ecountry, and nearly nll of us have
Jeft the lodge for the gake of loyalty
to Christ.”

That sort of “loyalty to Christ™
which impels a man to make of him-
self = liar and a traitor, s a kind of
religion whose saving efflcacy may
well be doubted. Many clear-headed
people will suzpect that the infidel
whose promotion in the lodge was the
alleged occaslon of Nicoll's defection
1n very likely the better Christian of
the two. It 18 not intended to dls-
cuss here the merits or demerits of the
Magsonic order, but {f it is to be con-
demned, the evidence on which con-
demnation I8 based ought to be
stronger than the declaration of such
creatures as Nicaoll,

HEPAIN'S HONOR AND DIGNITY.

The queen regent of Spuin, Maria
Christina, 13 reported t3 have sald
that rhe would abdicate ehould the
Spanish cabinet declde to do anything
contrary to the honor and dignity of
the country—by which expressisn she
ovidently meant to conves the ldea

that so far the homor and dignity otluge" by its own efforts.

the Spanish crown have been main-
talned both at home and in Cuba, but
that yielding to the demands of the

United States for the establishment tistles of Egypt under the British au-

its outcome 80 uncertain; that‘

the West Indian cglony would be an
indelible blot upon said vrown. ‘To
ordinary mortals this view of the sit-
uation i3 beyond comprehension., The
stre of the crown upon the queen's
brow Is already gone; Its sparkling
rubles and diamonds are ~overed with |
the blood of Spanizh subjocts and Its
gold reflects the pale features of death.
I8 1t possible that the wwmun who
temporarily wears that ombilem of
power has heard nothing al.ut the
200,000 peaceful Cubans who had thelr
homes destroved by fire, thelr stock
killed and flnally dled »f grurvation
by order of n Spanish general?” Or of
the 460 women and chlldren, some
slck, some dylng» some de:d, who were
thrown in a heap into a ditch like so
many animals? Has she nit heard of
the sufferlugs {n Sagua 1a Grande,
where whole families were slceping on
the ground without bedding and with-
out a single plece of cloth to cover
thelr nakedness? If such conditions
are not contrary to the honor and dig-
nity of any civilized couniry on earth,
nothing that the cabinet ministers
can do need to disturb the tranquility
of the ruler on the Cnstile ikione.
Then there s the disaater to the
Maine and the cruel, murder of the
Anmerican sailors who visited Havona
harbor aa the guests of the queen’s
natlon and on an errapd :f mercy.
Susplelon of foul play has ‘rom the
firet been strong, but lately evidencs
has been fortheoming turning sus-
piclon almost Into certainty, The
story of Charles A. Crandall now sajd
10 be in the custody of 1i. 8. secret
service agents, to the effact that he
himself at the order of Genernl Wey-
ler placed in Havana harbor the mine
that destroyed the Maine bearz all the
marks of truth, and if so fastens the
responsibility on some officlals in the
employ of the Madrid gpovernment.
And vet, that governmen: sveaks of
malintaining its honor and dignity!
Perhaps potentates have a standard
of honor different from that of others
It 18 known that the gueen regent, the
niece of the Austrian emperor, hecame
the wife of Alfonso for the sole ptir-
pnse of perpetuating the Bourbon
dynasty. It was arranged a3 a state
affair, devoid of every feature of senti-
ment. The marriage was solemnized
by proxy, the archduchess before the
great event not even having seen the
bridegroom, who was conAumptive and
dled before the birth of the present
boy-king. It was consldered a matter
of honor to a Bourbon to make every
snerifice for the perpetuatlon of the
house, and it may be equally a matter
of honor to risk everything in crder to
keep the shaky throne from collapsing
before the present heir becomes big
enough to occupy it. But when that
involves the sacrifice of the lves of
thousands of Innocent sublects and
methods emploved only by cowardly
aspassing both the queen nnd those
who for selfish purposes direct her
poliey ought to pause and conside:
their position. They ought to reflect
that a speedy return to A policy of
humanity and justice, peace and good
will amone men iz the only step con-|
slgtent with the natjonal honor of
Spaln and the dignity of her rulers.

EGYPT UNDER BRITISH RULE.

Undoubtedly the events that led to
the assumption of control of Egypt by
Great Britaln comprised a dlsguised
blessing for that'land, so long the scene
of misrule, and so helpless to redeem
Upon this

subject Bradstreet's says
“An official return furnishing the sta-

of peace and a humane xovernment In thority has Intely been Imsued at Calro,

which gives_in a condensed form the
facts and flgures that go to show the
material benefit of English supervislon,
In the period since 1832 It seems that
the population of Epypt has increased
about 2,500,000, or 13 per' cent, but, on
the other hand, while the area of culti-
vated land has inereased 13 per cent,
the aggregate land tax ls $426,000 less
than it was when England assumed
control, and the average tax on each
"fadden” (the Egyptian land measure),
which was then nenarly$5.60, 18 now less
than §$4.40. On the other hand, tobacco,
the taxation on which produced less
than 500,000, now yields a revenue of
over §5,000,000. Arrears of land taXes
have practically censed, and their col-
lectlon no longer occasions distress to
the natlve cultivators, while the gen-
eral policy adopted has been to diminish
direct taxes, covering any loss of
revenue by an increase in indirect
taxes, with a corresponding more even
distribution of the burden. As a result,
the taxatlon per head of population,
which was $5.64 In 1881, ts now $4.40, n
reduction of 21 per cent.

“The return furnishes equally inter-
esting figures in regard to the matertal
development of Egypt. About 212 miles
of new rallroad have been opened In the
past fifteen years, and there has been
an enormous Iincrease in railread trame.
Secnnd-cless passengers have ‘ncreased
from 415,000 to 1,153.000 per annum,
third-class pasgsengers from 3,100,000 to
9,412,000, and merchandise from 1,275,000
tons to 2,796,000 tons, while the num-
ber of telegrams has grown from 683,-
000 o vear to 2,498,000

"As regards trade, it 18 shown that
the value of the imports of Egypt has
inereased from $39,600,000 to $50,000,000
and notwithstanding the enormous fall
in the price of cotton and sugar, tie
exports, valued at 360,000,000 last year,
are about the same as in 1881 As
regards the debt of the country, new
borrowings to the extent of some
$1,000,600 have been Incurred, yet the re-
demption of the old debt has sone on
so systematically that the aggregate
outstanding, some $490,000,000, is about
the same, and the interest and sinking-
fund charges have been reduced from
$21,000,000 to $19,000,000 per annum. On
these and similar facts the English
financial administration of Egypt basea
its elaims to have performed a labor of
declded economic benefit to the popu-
latlon of Egypt.”

When the foregolng facta and fig-
ures are considered in connection with
the stupendous irrigation schemes now
materializing in Egypt, for the recla-
mation of its scil it whli look as though
the ancient fertility of that part of the
world may, at least in some degree, be
restored during the twentleth century.

—

ENGLAND IS8 OUR FRIEND:

The frank and cordlal. expreasjon of
Britain's friendship for America, ut-
tered by the London Chronlcle today,
as recounted in the dlspatohes, cannot
fail to create a responslve and apprecia-

tive thrill jn the American heart. In
part the Chronicle says:

"It was easy to coerce Greece, but
America stands in a dlfferent category.
She la a very great power, Intenaely
proud and entirely self-contained. Her
fate has been to undertake a task pe-
culiarly arduous and thankless. BShe
1s not going to be bullled by the heroen
of the Cretan blockade, and 1If the
movement against her is pressed too
far, she will be compelled In her own
Interests to clear the sltuation.

"Qur present purpose Is to insist that
our government does lts best by ualng
every means in Its poswer to defeat any
anti-American comblnation. If there Ia
any doubt nbout the feelings of the
great majority of the nation, we shall



