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awaiting our arrival and who is proud
of the principles otof entertaining the ser-
vants of the lord some of our warm
est and best friends are a merchant I1
W nash and family who make us eat
a lunch every time we come in town
also J S barret stewart and others who
are like parents to the elders

I1 am now traveling with elder H A
grover who has been out from home
twenty six months we are both enjoy-
ing the best of health we are now
awaiting the arrival of the president of
our conference elder N P nelson who
succeeded our worthy elderaelder J D C
young recently returned to his moun
tain home

CHAS COLLETT
H A GROVER

faA PIONEERS experience

the following is considered one of
the mostmoat interesting letters receivedivea by
the Ja won commission
spencer clawson chairman

commission
dear sir 1I waswag horsbora in irven

ayrshire scotlandSoot laud maroomarch 8 1826 and
was baptizedzad may 5 1842 in paisley

scotlandBc and
a knowledge at01 the divinity of wethe
latter day work and an inborn desire
to gather with the sainte I1 started
without purse or cripscrip and worked my
way to liverpool englandEng larid where I1
matthomet the first apostle I1 had overseenever seen
wilford woodruff through his JLIL

I1 notgot the privilege to
work my passage in wethe alpship
windsor castle commandeoomcommandemandel i by cap-
tain pattersonPat tenon we sailed from
liverpool on the ard3rd of october 1845
and landed in nownew Orleans Amerio
ooon the of Novnovemberamber I1 waowaa
indeed strangerasi airanger laia a strange land
but god waswag torreastothereoreasas Henahe haamoverever
been my friend furfor I1 have trusted in
him and so10 far have not teto dis-
appointed

through captain Pattersan I1 re-
ceived wethe means and started for st
loule on my arrival at the
pondering in my mind what to do andana
where I1 shouldshoula go an ol01oilI1 mormon
lady balled me by name it waswae
dear old mother mcmasterMo Master from my
own native land wita whom I1 was
well acquainted she having been
warned in a breaw of my coming and
wagotherethere to meetmeat me and grossgreet me
itouI1 felt at home among the besaintsinto outaut
my great desire was to gather wian thetb
body of the church torfor that I1 hadbad
leftjolt homebows and friends and all that was
dear to mrme but I1 was a0 to
remain in btat jj the saints were
leaving nauvoo anu going west to find
a home inlathethe ricky mountains I1
found work in wehe coal mines near si
louie was doing well but felt I1 was
partaking of thehe spirit of the world andana
feared thailthit 1 toooa might tallfall away as
omenovas had done
inobein the spring of 47 it was reported

that brigham younground with the coucounseldeal
of the twelve and othersothere were

their journey west to find
a resting place foror the saints I1 longed
to go with them and share their
fatefata so I1 left my friends and clothing
to come alterafter there being no conve-
nience only by steamboat and that
only in nighhigh water and ahou they
could gotget cargos so I1 started out on
foot and alone and found the saints
in winter quarters on wethe western

bank of the missouriMie river thepioneers were busy to start
some already moved camp asaa far wentweal
asai vie elk horshora river there again
the handband of lod was over me and I1
found a brother and friend in robert
liL campbell who was living withordr willard richardsbonaretti he introduced
me to joseph young president of the
seventies who inquired all about me
on being told by arodro campbell that
we were old friends in the churco
and that I1 had come to stay
with thebe saints brother joseph said
he Islathethe man I1 want to live in10 the

family of orson pratt and help wowthem
asaa theine roanmen bolso are all gone sisterbister
pratts brother has gone eist anu
orsooraon itis going with the pioneers
brother david can remain anuand help
bister pratt until her brobrothersthersa re-
turn PPP I1 agreed to do noao and then
and worethere joseph ordainedordal wemi to the
office of fta seventy with robert jiLJ i

campbell assistingaga lating saidbald brother
joseph brother stuart will have to
take the lead toin family prayers and
labor in the ministry alallI1 hishia life 22 I1
waswaa installedIna toiu the family of brother
pratt andad remained with them until
june when I1 waswaa called
io10 drive team for thomasthomaa benbow
in captain A 0 smoots company
0 B wallacess fifty and samuel
I1 urnbaws tonten old father woodruff
belingbeing in the same ten and drove hisble
own team all the way to salt lake
valley hebe being the father of nurur be-
loved and honored president wilford
woodruff the order in which we
crossed tas plain tola now history but
threthere were many SOWads performed which
have never been told but which are
praiseworthy and equal to anything
that hasbaa been written in the history of01

the united statesstate
george W hill abs hunter for our

company brave to a faultsfault asaa the fol
lowing incident will illustrate 1I being
aoan eye witwitnelnei oueone day about noon
a grizzley bear and her aube were dis-
covered onLID an lalandisland on the platte river
by captain A 0 smoot he stoppedd
the companyPROY andnd detailed our hunter
to kill the bear the captain being
mounted on hishia gray pony armed fur
the trayiray A number orof the brt brei
followedtoll owed onOB foot with their gunsguna ANai
soon BBas they reached the islandbland the
bear came out of the brush with a0
growgloal away went the capcaptaintsin horsebores
and rider john gilpin like then
away went the men on foongfoot in a gen-
eral stampede liko a 11flookjok of soared
ducks into the river leaving our hero
brother hill alone to co the
bear it waswaa a sighteight to be
and feared he stood his ground
nerved for the fray and one of life or
deathsdeath for the combatants the whole
company looking upon wethe scene in
breathless silence brother hillHilJ gun
on abou der what if it should miss
fire his life depended on theme shot
the bear came slowly on as itif ooon
three logolegs raising herbar front paws at
every bouno to strike the adversaryadverauve earyreary
down when within about twenty
paces of sac i other erack went thehe
gun the maddened beast fell on her
back shot through the heart but she
jumped to herbar leetfeet and toID an instant
ran bookback to the brush asan if to protect
her cubs there she was found dead
A cheer went up from thebe company
while our brave hunter stoid quietly
reloadreloadinging hisbis gun the

orders to strike camp for the daysday white
men and dogedog huntedbunted down the cube
while othersothen dressed the old hearbear andtand
all rejoiced lain a feast of fat thingshinge
there were manyMADY more actsact of bravery
and self denial too numerousnumer oui to men
lion here I1 leave them for more able
writers

we arrived toin saltgait laklibke V ey 0onn
the of september 1847 1I wwin1 a
bared in the old fort with thorn
benbow and wm gartercarter we fared
with the refitreel on thistle roots and gel80
forth but felt happy in the hope of
the good time coming we are now
about to celebrate at the senal centenCeaten
dialabal a time I1 verily believed was com-
ing but never expected to seegee luit
inI1 a the spring of 1848 andljohn smith the patriarchra of abebe
church and president of the first
stake in the valley called on me
while at work logs with the
whip saw and said be wantedwan fed meits to
take a back to winter quar-
ter with lettersletten to president BrIg baak
young and the brethren fort saidbald
uncle john they will be anxious to
bear from us and many othersother want
to send lettersletten to their friends and thinhfmay be considered the first mallI1all
bant from great saltsal lake varlvalleyrseveral of the battalion boysboy are boink
back for their the number
I1la too smallemail to make it safeafe antiand as you
are a young maoman you can go with
them just asai well asan not

I1 said brother smith 1I1 am at
your serviceeer vice to KOgo or come or stay
just asaa the spirit prompts you 313 1 said
hebe go you shallball be spared by the
way and will not loae1080 an animal
the company was organized aaa fol-
lowslows william garder president luwbo
herghertzliebBilse abner blackburn abner
kaKaulu ikekenede samuel lewislawr david M
stuart we started on the ath day orof
march with twelve horses sixalxlx to ride
sudaud sixalx to pact our bedding our pro
visions consisted of a little flourfloor we
fruited to killing game for moistmeal by
the way the indians took usue at aabaaa
hollow and kept us in their camp two
jaydays but rosily lotlet usu go after getting
the mostmoat of our ammunition we had
but little torfor them to pilfer and al
though waythey wereware on the war
lord battenedBottnott ened their heartshearte and bey
gave us a quantity of dried buffalo
meat and let usu go in crossing theha
loop fork of the platte we had to
wimswim our brother garner

could not swim he caught hisbl honehome
tyby the talltali sadand lostloit hlahis sungun in the
oveoperationration but saved hlahis life oneoae old
spanish mare that wore the bell got
down on a and bar and made no effort
to get up alterafter making a fire and
drying our olo tikes we determined to
return with polespolea and help the mare
up so80 asan to fulfill uncle joanosjohn
prophecy that weme would not loseloie ona
animal alter laboring for a long
time we lostload hope for sheobe would
mke no effort to help herself
ao we concluded to drown herberm
by forcing her bead under water therethem
being about two feet and a halthalf of
water where sheabe jay Asai soonoon asaa we
hadbad herber bead under water she made
strugglegle for dear life and rolled into

the deep water and swam out to our
great joy and to the fulfillment of
uncle joundubni14 we had no
other serious mishaps or sickness byy
wehe way although we had to ppa

through snow more or lowleu to where


