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PRETTY MAXINE ELLIOTT-

ON PLAYS AND PLAYERS

The Well Known Actress Favors American Dramas

Written by American Authors

New York Jan OIf there Is one
thing more than another In my prore
flon which I have not boon able to un
ticnuna It Is tM curiosity which the
public manifest In every detail of a
Hajprs life Our art Is to forget ours-

elves its much no rolbleto be In
thought and action others and yet wo
are never allowed to get beyond tile
pro ate realities of our personal and un-

Important Impressions We are con
itantly being held up to view as ex
pounJers of this or that theory of dra-
matic art as believing In some sort of
future tor the American playwright as
holding strange opinions about life and
ltath and tthe hereafter we are lent
urea to tell over and over again that
FAme old story of an actors ellleer with
emphasis on all Its hardships we are
benltjuJ to point out the pitfalls that
thoip The would follow In our steps
may be wary or tn encourage the Illg
card hy a word of advice or a preept
from our own wretched example M e
art stilted to write sermons to report
murder trials to dress dolls even to go
nbroad in tile world and Bill them for
four times their value we are got
ur at daybreak to give our views on
ridiculous questions about villich we
have no more Idea than the man In the
moonand the Alorst of It nil I believe
Is that vedo It

I bate uske1 probably as often as
Others have asked me vhy wo do it
Surely not to ratify the publics love
of literature and art hardly to perpetti
ate our name and fame though It might
often seem that It was for this reason
lest In the Insignificance of our real
calling we feared vve should be quite
forgotten

Anynay we do It I do not know
that any ono has told us that thus we
we elevating the stage nor do I know
Hot any one-

vertlaaoui
doubts that It Is to adI

sel though I should ques
tion the right of any one to accuse us
of doing It for that purpose

It must be that we have not considere l our rn seriously as we should
Tht artists of other fields tho painters
IShTilhe sculptors are not dla

these vagrant voices of thlolni that carry a plajc flame broadcast In the seclusion of his studio the
Painter creates his picture undisturbedandgivesittatheNvorld People do notftre what a sculptor think ot the thoutend find one 1orries ot life do notknow even that lie ever bothers lit mselfabout life at all nor IIs the poet be legtd to write little verses and to sejl themfor chlty But the player the ac
items It seems to hMO become n portof tier life to hoe views and to prodalm them from the housetop

Pegretfitily I urn not on exception IIIIh I uere I tali I could be That Isthe pernicious side of It nltono canttlnrully
rven hero am I opposed to belaunched on the decadence of tho dranut In his VOUntry Does tiny onereally think there Is such a thing asthoUt What Albefi It men What Is theons 01 my Pitying that I to not be

It
lIeve

means
tn It It I do not even know what

Ilon tOM that the question lIs commontnouRh
slitnificanoR

to tomp one Ignorant of its
do

am bllM or f0ovsh Yet Inot elleve filet Ih drama In titlecountry Is suffering frOra Anythingnil do so-
doneeg1pole As jdeva Are notUr pl1S good Do theyam Is not Please andand as often Ili eVer displayKSI CIOVOInt9 both on tile part or tileauthor slid th90I who Interpret histhere c t erg

Dendn
Assuredly we are not per

quatt to
would I call toollandexpress our real million werea ady to admitfancy Perfection even tothat Ile had

lerhP lllllll to learn or thatIs might rank first before lonll

No we are not goingl backward nor IIs
tile way ahead definitely short and sure
What I think and what I believe IIs tho
opinion held by most of the Intelligent
players of tho day that our drama
that our stage Is surely and strongly
forging ahead keeping abreast of the
times creating n demand for the nrtl
tic and solid by the very success of Its
frivolities but filling the want for the
rent by tho work of competent authors
and clever players

It has been said that we have no grent
playwrights Compared with Shake
spears of course not Compared with
Inero In one Old or Borden In another
doubtless not still we have dramatists-

of

of talent even of genius I thinkmen
and women of culture and keen percep-
tion whose work win them the Praise

Intelligent critics plain that brIng
plaudits for the players and dollars for-
th mnnnger

Possibly we have not attained the dis-

tinction of creating a school all our own
Our part In all Its branches Ila new The
best of our schools are as yet but modi-
fications and adaptations of tho genius
and experience of the old world Why
should vvj expect more of dramatic lit-

erature than of the other breaches of
art Why bemoan the absence of n
great genius when In our midst even
now may tho tardy comer be testing
his lance ngalnst some New York audi-
ence Certainly our playwrights are
becoming moro anti more American In
theme and treatment Farther anti
farther are they departing from adepts
tions front foreign authors American
history American life American char-
acter la full of dramatic Incident and
the American playwrights are not so
shortsighted nor so stupid that they
do not see that In this material lies the
fire In which they may and will mold
their fame

An American Citizen tho play
which Mr Goodwin Iis presenting at the
Knickerbocker In New York IIs a good
Illustration of this tendency toward
American material for American plays
Its success has been most pronouncedT-

he character which Mr Goodw por
Is Intensely though liberally

American Even the title of the piece
carries out the authors national In
tent This name was not particularly
pleasing to him at first Other titles
more to Ills lilting were suggested but

An American Citizen clung to the
piece and has no doubt had something-
to do with Its success

The play la of course not the first of
this sort which Mr Ooodwln has pre-

sented lie has used practically pone
but American mediums since he became
a tar The new play ho IIs to produce
shortly In Chicago la of like mold It Is
an historical work by Clyde Fitch the
author of Hoaii Ilrummel Tho title
find theme Ila Nathan Hale and It
deals with Incidents In tho career of
that steadfast Hevolutlonary hero who
was banged as a spy and whose Imprei
five statue now faces the hurrying
throng In Broadway from City Hall
park

avr-
nolizza =22=20ionese

titfall

Coquclin Cadet to Visit America

M Herloff lion arraygcd with Coquelln
Cad I to glo n series of monologues
during the present season Much Inter
eot attaches to the event as It Iis hit
first Visit to America The ballroom of
the WaldorfAstoria hotel In New York
will probably be the place selected for
these recitals

I THEATRICAL NEWS AND GOSSIP
called

101hy Norton tar In a farcesit a IIroVlly Of lIullakonS It

000
lit
a

Daly Will produce title seaNy
of

allies
our

called
Dupont

till Threo Daughter

IIIU bt laterpretpilby
new nPora The Bride Elect

n company In

cludlng Nis IIergen Albert Hart
Christi Ioedonold and Mehllle Stew-
art

Jessie Bartlett Davis riven notice that
nost season wit positively Le her lat
on the stage

Mrs Leslie Carter will be seen In

London In May In a new play by David
elasco She IIs erecting a handsome
residence in Dayton 0 tier native city

Willard hUB added two little to his
large and Interesting repertory One
Tom Pinch In a new dramatization of

Martin Chuczlewlt and the other Is
David Oarrlek

Helen Bertram the American prima
donna ho arrIved In London some
weeks ago lien been engaged to play

tho prince In the coming Cinderella
pantomime at the Qarrlck theater

Fred lIallen and Molly Fuller call
their new musical sketch IIA Fair ix
change

Louise Thorndjke Houclcault will be-

the leading oman In Charles Cogh
ana company

Digby Dell manager Duncan II
Harrison line had the manuscript of
the new comedy drama In llllnoj

oM

turned over to him by Its author find
will make an elaborate production of
tile play In Chicago In the early spring
It Is Mr Harrison Intention to prexent
Mr Hell In a new comedy every soanon
and ho IU already negotiating for the
successor to In Illlnoy Mr Jell will
undertake the role of n nonsectarian
minister a preacher of tile people The
part was specially written for hIm anti
he I19 delighted with the possibilities of

the part Mr Hell will shortly be seen
here In The lloonlcr Doctor

John Hare has leased the Glob thea-
ter London

Kctlir Is contcntplatlng another trip
around the world

Although Lea Cloches de Cornevllle
or The Chimes lit Norman l have
sounded melodiously on nearly every
stage In Europe and America the pas-
tor of the church In Cornevllle calls at

tention to tho fict that there Is nothing
but un old tinkler to Ie heard In that
village Ills reverence pertinentlyI out
ccsts that erforrnancto of the cpeta
might fittingly bo tlun for tho purpoia-
ot rovdlng a suitable chime for tile
Cornev Hie church

Human Ho rts his given up ths
ghost

Kite Claxtor will revive tho Two
Orphans

PROPERTY MEN

AND STAGE

CARPENTERS

Some things not seen by the audience-
are as Interesting many crises much
more sothan tile thrilling features of
the play They may not be as fair to
look upon In fact that cuts no figure
for they ore never looked uponbut
they are ot the utmost Importance to
the success of the stage presentation
Actors mut bo letter perfect in their
lines and situations must be carefully
wrought out or the play IsI spoiled
This the spectators know In n general
way But there are men of brain and
brown hack of tile scenes vho are nev
er heard or seen without whom the
play would not go on even with n whole
galaxy of stars on the stage Secret
Service tho won known play will
serve well for nn Illustration There
are with tho company two men who
though they are supposedl to know noth-
ing about acting do more real woik
luring every performance than any of
the players and who unlike the actors
Imve to do considerable work during tho
day as well They do not have the sat-
isfaction of seeing their names on tho
progrnmme theIr salaries tire comporn
lively small thy never receive no-

tices for their efforts In the critics re
view of the play they do not enjoy the
deference and prestige which come to
players of parts and their work Is never
rewarded by the applause of audiences
which to the actor lIn the very breath
of life but their pornbiUcs are
fully as great und their duties as Im-

portant as those of Mr Gillette him-
self These men are officially deslj-
trited as stage carpenter and master
of propriles

It takes three enormous double scene
trucks to convey the scenery of Secret
Service from tile company cars to the
theater In addition there tire IS large
crates and boxes of properties and C-

8thuter nnd hotel trunks When It IIs
explained that the safety cant and
proper disposal on the stage of all this
expensive tuft devolve solely upon
these two men It will be realized that
they are prime factors In the enjoy
ment of the play-

As soon as tho company reaches the
theater Stage Carpenter James Illclard
becomes the foremnn of the force of M

rat stage hands He Is responsible for
the unloading nnd proper hanging and
setting up of the scenery Meantinte
Property Man Harry Koerner who has
made a list on the train of the ortou
hotels at which the different members
of the company are going to live at
tends to the distribution of tho Indi

vidual hotel trunks Then ho goes to
the theater opens Ills boxes and crates
and are ages the numerous props In
the handiest order and In proper place
When this operation IIs completed Ills
surroundings resemble nothing no much
as nil old curiosity shop or nn auction-
store

Few people perhaps realize what an
extensive find varied assortment of out
of the ordinary goods and chattels IIs
necessary for tile careful and proper
llperformance of such a play na Secrct-
Servlre The following property list
may therefore be Interesting reading

Lint basket scissors pants to cut
belt and copI match safe mucilage bot-

tle Ink wells spindle matches paper-
knife stationery old fashioned door
bell stool books Ivy lemon calendar
pistol drumsticks commission blanks
cartridges for Pistols and for guns
llowirs blanket rubber hose rubbers
horseshoes whlflli trees block and
tackle bayonets In belts uniforms
swords wires chains sheet Iron cigars
telegraph Instruments chimes and
hammer drum guns needles and
thread red seal curtains and polos
curtain brackets carbine gas Pipe bu
gle couch and enter pillows table cov-

er picture frames drapery electric
Hash fur rug two rumble carts four

chairs two tables calcium light
paraphernalia box of rubbish outside
door to slam

The foregoing are called perishable
properties and are carried by the com-

pany The following are furnished by
tile theater or bought In e city in
which the company a PIS ig Brown
baize medallion c ptt two fancy
lamps to light one high one low with
old fashioned v ot turning up wick
fire logs lnC unit fire Irons plenty
of good brlcnac handsome clock
for mantel two candelabra for mnntl
one small round table with cloth two
small square fancy tables one small
handsome writing desk four fancy
chain different kinds three light col
ored chairs three antique high backed
chairs six small rugs one large rug to
cover nine toot opnlng In arch two
small vasea of flowers three pedestals
three large vases cr busts one large an-

tique Dutch or colonial hall clock rosin
board and rosin two common chairs
one stable lantern to light plain glass
globe one glass tumbler Wastebasket
mall pane ot glass to break lots of old
rubbish to put on mantel and In cup-
board such as old lantern electric Jars
old bolllea tin puns newspapers old
Looks chains CigAr boxes telegraph
wire mucilage bottles etc bass drum
and stick soap box one fire ax two
mo Inch milk white gas globes five
barrels of clean roofing gravel not
ashes plenty of three Inch ulrlps for
gravel track entire width of stage three

flat stones for horse effect six cobble
stones to put In rumble cart lour old
baggage trucks without rubber tires
two heavy chalnj plenty of grass mats
to cover growl when not In use IS loot
stepladder

How many people have any Idea that
all this tuft Is on or about the stage
during a single performance of Seen t
Service Yet it Iis only by the use of
this congloMerated was of odds anti
ends that Mr Gillette has succeeded In
rounding out Ills Ideal of absolute fidel-

ity to detail which Is so marked a char-
acteristic of this plus Every Individual
thing on the foregoing list Is Important
and has to be In the right place at the
right time Those who hive seen Se-

cret
¬

Service con Imagine the awful re-

sult If Mr Koerner should forget to
place matches on the telegraph desc In
the third act or to load tho pistol with
which Harry Dumont kills himself In
the famous brother scene In act 2

nut forget la a word unknown to the
skilled master of properties

After tile curtain Is rung down on the
last act the actors have only to wash
up anti to live free from care BO far
as their stage duties are concerned till
the next pcrfrrmanc Not so with the
carpenter and the property man The
scenery has to be taken don and care-
fully laid aside The properties
to be picked up and put away until
wanted again The suitply of cartridge
or stationery has fallen low The proper-
ty man has to get more Some piece of
sccneiy or property has been damage
It has to be repaired There Is a Vs
double door which the guard knocks to
splinters In act 3 The carpenter has
to take It down rebuild It repaint It
and rehong It before every Perform-
once The trousers which Caroline cuts
down for Wllfied have to be got In
shape to be cut again for It Ila pel tape
unnecessary to explain that by tile llog
erdsmaln of tile property man It IIs the
same pair of trousers which are cut
down every night And so It goes with
the men who follow these trade until
people who know about them wonder

hy mechanics so clover as these stick
to stage work with Its long hours nnl
unusual care It you should ok lion
ot them to explain this point he would
probably ansuer quickly IllecausiI
like It

DArmuiulos New Play

Gabriel dAnnunzIo the Italian writer
will visit Paris In the course of the win-
ter to witness the rehearsals of tile
play The Dead City that Mme Darn
hardt will produce It Is a ery long
play and the principal role

Deron quite unusual length tme
liardt will play the part of a young
blind girl

THE CLAQUE-

IN PARIS
Franclsnue Sarcey the famous ra

rlslnn critic discusses the claque and Its
Umpiring uses for what he terms till
occasional audience In dlsttnctlo to

tile Critical first night Ile holds that
such un audience IIs difficult to move

und lie I title to form a common bond

ul enthuslnom Tile thirtieth audience
IIs almost lifeless except at some coarse
joke which appeals to nil whether thy
come from one town or another front
one act or another With such audiences
the organized applause has Its value
It tells the crowd where to applaud It

establishes a center of Interest a basis
of Judgment which Is lacking In such
an audience and consequently helps tile
people to understand and enjoy Tile
claquo Is useless In a theater of regular
customers or In n provincial theater but
Indispensable in an Immense city like
rirls for here tho public Is meiel a
dust cloud of human beings who never
form a whole The public Is neer the-
Bame There are good and bad Audi-

ences there are Intelligent and stupid
there are prudish am broad A word
which one evening provokes a realist
laugh or a scene which produces a shud
der through the audience will be un-

noticed the next night when perhaps
some other Point will be Appreciated
The claque must change It begins with
sustaining what the first night suit
enco approved but at about the eighth
performance suppresses the applause lit
that direction us It Is evident that the
audience is surprised-

In the course of this constant change
In the demands of successive audiences
there are of course lit long runs etc
ments of similarity In the taste of tile
various audiences They all like good-
ness obvious morality they all hate
the villain and like the purn heroine

No matter how bud anti immoral the
spectators are when they once get to-

gether In the theater they are good hon
est and generous they like poverty
and honor they take part against tile
great llord they want 1lerrot relm
bursed for his constancy and Marie for
her chaste love

Put said Alerandre Dumas a
crowd of swlndlera and courtesans Into
n theater and play a melodrama before
them You will have a public of honest
peront of good unit noble hell tto They
will shako their lists at the detestable
villain and they will wildly applaud the
policeman Sarcey explains this rath-
er broad statement on the round that
every one no mutter hoW dpIlwd-
hns Ideals of good that If not realized
In his own life he likes to see repre-
sented on the mimic stage

A Good intimation
Tile manager ot the Columbia theater

tit Washington hum Inaugurated an In-

novnUon Ills house has a raised tier
of seats on each side of the house
on the ground lloor separated front th
body of tho house by a rillln Theme
0019 are for tho convenience of tile
mon who goes out between the acts-
Its a convenience to him because he-

cnn get nut at once without treading on
any ones feet anti Its a convenience
la the occupants of oichfstm chairs
because they have the number of men
who tx out between the oct reduced to
a minimum

Of eOUle now and then a man with-
n Pleasing exterior ard it fondness for-

going out may get a rest down In the
midst of the people who never move be-

tween the acts but that Isnt the fault
ot the house It does tin bet to please
both So far as the men who go out
between the acts are concerned they
certainly Kit better seats as the raised
tier la generally In demand

STORIES OF

THE STAGE-

r

r AenEl 6hentets tile o1etl of the
thentAO half R scat giver him for every

fornaico Ho must bj thine every
l uning Naturally After lit lion seen
tile mamiA pleel a scnr3 of times he

ni to be el1wMre and prefers to
give his neat to some of hw friends M t

Urnept Ilium says that when he was a
ounr man a friend the doctor of thOr

Theatre Voltst Saint Martin gave 1mI-
H tit JUT on he was becoming In-

loreoled In the fttt net the singe man-
ger

h
ru lied up The heroine had a-

RVIUS attackI end lequlled rccdlta-
lIf IMnrn had riot Ing flit to do but
to follow him In tile ladjs dressing
room he found the manager with mu-
ilsh dtplctrd on every feature anti the

ludy wilnging her hands and shrieking
Now doctor quick Vhat to be

Iono
lJIum grew as red am a lobster and

ns he could not giv anjthlrg he JUM-

tJaculaled Urn let tu see lot 13
sent

Ile took Ih adyn land In a Nilll
Attempt to feet lvr pule Fhe shrieked
more than ever anti writhed like
snake

Illave you 1curcd any vitter on hor-
hend 1

None

litked
Ye-

And tic effect

Then dont pour any morel
Alter this display or rredical

clije he continued
live tier a sniff of eau de cologne
Ilavent Any Nine the answer
Then go fetch Rome

Off rushed tho manager and the stage-
manager and mum was left with his
patient

Suddenly the opened tier eyes and
milled

Doctor she said you are good
follow aint Joul

11Y 0 ml81110elle-
You mutt lie doctor Now listen

There Is nothing the matter with me
You would have found that out soon
I want a couple of di soff Cant YOU

manage 11-

7nellghted ho replied joyfully
Now maamsclle j oure a good Ce-

llow too 1 nm not a doctor I came In
on the doCtor n ticket so you must not
give him away

lly thls time the man ger nnd stage
mannger como Ioock cnlh wllh a hot
tie of eau de cologne lie told them
that It was unnecessarj now The lady
was qulle oompocd and could ppear
without any danger but she must have
a few days rest They made wry
faces but granted the holiday-

J 11 Stoddard now with The Sport-
ing Inc hesm Is a Scotchman the son M

of Scotchman lie made fame on the
rnglifh Mace

Mr Stnddart recalls an Incident of

his youth which Illustrates the Igno-
rance prevailing In the country dis-

tricts of Scotland as to the thenter Ills
rather took him and Ills brother over
to Scotland to see the fathers native
place Dumfries which IIs not far from
the birthplace of Hums They wero
tramping About the village when the
lather ran across an old friend of Ills
youth and tile following converntlon-
eneued

Uh son Jeems nn hoo are yel
I am weel Sandie I hope ya are

the same
An what are je doln Jennie
Im act In mon
An what Is that Jeems1
Oh Im play nctln In a London then-

ter Sandle plaj In Shakespeare anti
the like

Eh son play nctln Iis lt7 An do-

ye stan on yor head Jeema an can ye
tumble mon

rrobably ono of the meanest practlo
cat jokes In the history or the stage
sold a Cleveland theatrical mon Was
played upon the chorus girls of n cer-

tain popular musical comedy notr on
tile rondo It Is charged to it chorus fr1ir-

lAho nas dlomlsed from tile romPanY
When Alism Itattle Wells returned from
the stage after tile close of the first
oct In ulilcli tile entire chorus pnrtld-

Iuted site found it basket of flowero to
which it card hearing tier name vAR at-

tached In n moment tier boorl wo In
a flutter She knew itilic the donor was

a youth villa had watched tier nove

mont with considerable Interict the
evening before Itight In the center ot
the bed of romebutia violets and thtys-

anthemums Nine It plush cube it little
large for a jewel box What did It con-

tain 1robl1bly a Pair or dainty aliI-

pern with jeweled buckles and pretty
bow

It would never 10 to open that box
In tile seclusion of tier on Ircssing t
room nith nobody to see It but herself
SM mURt make the oiber girls Suet
1trille Jealous The basket mas trans-

ferred to n tahle In the center of the
stage It Atts almost time for the cur
to11I to go UP but there wo jut time
enough for one peep at the hidden
treasure The box was ltd onrdullyr-

lOm Its restlng place and held ur to
the admiring view of the other clrl-

ho isere sure to be JWous With
trembling finger Mifs Veils rellosed-

thr clasp The cover IIcIcl and her
total somo 10 mice sprang front their-
pest of slll and Ratio and the chorus
wlid shrielts whIch oll1Cd could be

heard In the very street
The audience was startled and could

the women have kno n tile cause Of

tile Ffilleks there would probably have
been tampelo the thentr lAttin
this come Ignorance was bIlLF l1cnn
white the girl fled to thoir dremin
roms and bolted Ihe doors v hila Stage
Manager Rmtthoon stood about an1 ef-

llralolI to them with mlnod threats
anti promises to come out Whcr tMY
did appear their pallor wal plains vt3
title through the 111tral ccllu if IsIke
up And that ohat I cat CNI-

Iractlenl joke
A

runny hinds o People ate IttOY4-
trying to break Into to dll1nn It the
stories of manage are to be aeplcdl-
Iere ill letter Mr 11cerithsI lice
says tie rveently recelved

Veneered SlrI wish to ItO on the
stage Aint would liln to Join your VNI-
Uable theater I have been a Ioklaer
for five YoUI1 but havln railed lit Ilis
branch J have decided to take on ac-

Ing It being easier work I urn not
young hut am S foot tall without tiny
boots r have studied Bells ostm of v
elocution and nm fond of late Loult


