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are sovereign butbat they do not exer-
cise their sovereignty authoritatively
asan suchauch directly nor of themselves
bancroft further saysgays the people of
the united states have declared in
their constitution that the law alone
is supreme and have defined that
supreme law it isie plain that to sus-
tain the territorial court the united
states supreme court had to seek for a
sovereign authority and as there is
no such thing known to american
principles the court was necessarily
driven to foreign governments for thetheirr
authority the supreme court fur-
ther saidmaid

the principles of the law of charities
ateare not confined to a particular peopeoplee or
nation but prevail in all civilized coun-
tries pervaded by the spirit of christi-
anity they are found imbeddedbeddedim in the
civil law of rome in the laws of the
european nations and especially in the
laws of that nation from which our in-
stitutions are derived

in this argues the sentinelsentina the
court subjects itself to criticism and
shows plainly that it is apt acting in
harmony with american principles
nor american law in european
governments a sovereign authority ex-
isted they were not governments of
the people but of the sovereigns and
the people werawere subjects the govern-
ment of borne was absolutism pure
and simple the emperor was father
of the countcountryfy he alone ruled and it
is only a few days ago since emperor
william of germany said he alone
ruled 4 in england at the time of
the revolution though the monarch
was not absolute yet the system pre-
vailed and the terms sovereign and
subject were and are rigorously ob-
served our institutions were estab-
lished on principles contrary to those
of england there and in europe
sovereigns held their places by right
divine in america the government
of the united states was to derive its
just powers from the consent of the
governed

SCHOOL BOARD VS CITY COUNCIL

TRATTHAT the present government of this
city intends to increase the municipal
debt to the limit allowed by congres-
sional law and will do it and consume
the funds unless prevented is sogo

strongly believed among prominent
liberals that a movement has been

inaugurated by some of them looking
to such legal proceedings as will check
the voracity and extravagance of the
city council

under a provision of a law of con-
gress passed in 1886 a municipal cor-
porationpo ration in a territory cannot incur an
Indebtedindebtedness in excess of four percentper cent
of the value of the taxable property
within the corporation as shown by

the last county assessment roll while
there hasbaa been some contention to the
contrary it isie generally and no doubt
correctly held by lawyers and public
men of this territory that indebted-
ness for school purposes must be in-
cluded in the amount of liabilities a
municipality may incur

under the congressional statute re-
ferred toio salt lake city may go in
debt to the extent of in
round numbers and if the meaning
generally conceded to the law is the
correct one that sum must include all
liabilities of the city as a municipality
and as a school district city bonds to
the amount of have already
been floated and are now outstanding
and a sale of worth more tois
being advertised this will make the
citycitesa bonded debt a round million to
which sum must be added its floating
debtsdebt which variesvariee greatly in amount
in brief spaces of time butbul which will
average some tonstens of thousands
over is due from the
city for taxes collected in ad-
vance for laying the water
mains including the bonds now
being advertised the cites liabilities
will not fall much if any under 1

A territorial law authorizes a school
district to go in debt to the extent of
two per cent of the valuation of the
taxable property embraced in it but
this statute is of cucourse subordinate to
the congressional provision and if an
incorporated city in its capacity as
such shall incur a debt of more than
two per cent for city purposes the
amount it can borrow as a school dis-
trict

die-
trictbrict to be used for the benefit of
schools will be correspondingly lim-
ited in other words the schools have
only such a margin as the city coun-
cil may leave

the schools of this city are repre-
sented as being in need of a large
abouamouamountat of money the present prepprop-
ositionotiltion is in fact to issue school bonds
to the amount of this sum
vast as it is tois far lesslea than would be
produced by the two per cent levy
authorized by territorial law to be
made for school purposes yet it would
increase the municipal debt to the
limit or thereabouts
it is held that the territorial law
contemplates that the schools may have
the benefit of a two per cent indebted-
ness or half of what the law of con-
gress allows to be incurred provided
the taxpayers so vote at a school bond
election but it is also urged that if
not restrained the present city
council will run the debt up so
high as to leave for the schoolsschool
only a fraction of what they are en-
titled to or perhaps nothing at all and

the proposition now mooted tois to plant
an injunction suit to prevent the city
council liabilities to an
extent that will cripple or infringe
upon the rights of the schools it isia
for this reason that legal advice has
been sought with a view to taking
steps to prevent them from being de
priced by the city council of the
money imperatively needed by them
for the erection of school buildingsbuildingseteetc

the proceeds of the worth of
city bonds will quickly be disposed of
to meet existing demands outside of
the city and county building it is
believed and the inference is drawn
from the circular issued to architects
by the joint committee inviting plans
that the cost of this structure will not
be limited to as- itas- at first pro-
posed but that since the committee
made its trip east to inspect similar
public structures the purpose has been
formed to make the cost half a million
at least someborne of the plans that will
be submittedresubmitted by competing architects
will contemplate the latter figure sobo
far aass now appears there will have to
be another issue of municipal bonds
to pay the cites sharesham of the
cost of this building which will
make still narrower the margin left for
the schools rdeand it is warmly urged
that the courts will have to be appealed
to if the schools are to be protected
from spoliation at the hands of the
present city council whether or nut
an injunction suit for this purpose will
be planted has not yet we believe
been decided and whether the tax
payers when called upon to vote will
decide to favor the issue of
school bonds will depend somewhat
upon the settlement of the legallegal ques-
tion above referred to but principallyps ay

upon the force and promptitude with
which the school board shall bring
forth its strong reasons

distracted STATE

NEWS of another revolt comes from
hayti fred douglas our

statesman is U S ministermJ nister in
that country and it is to be hoped that
he will keep out of the lightfight though
when be first went there he was very
near being entangled in the troubles
then existing hippolyte the present
ruler has failed to bring about peace
between the factions there was an
attempt made to assassinate him a few
daysdaysagoago A common rule finds exem-
plification in his case he obtained his
place by force of arms and by that
foyceforce he holds it governing like a
tyrant he cannot move about with-
out guards and his rule is a military
despotism A civil war long and
bloody is among the probabilities


