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Stories of
The Stage

Box ofTlcp stories aru lnt > r Btliu hen
the right man tell them In the right
waj Here Is a good ono credited to
Herman Klotz treasurer 01 tho Gc-
manfa theater In New York Late ore
afternoon a gentleman bought two
spits In tho third row and asked mo-
reservo

to
for him lor atwut an hour tho

two adjoining ones vhoh were on tho
center aisle

This t did not In the i sual way by
laying them aside In an enselopu but
by simp y turnlbg down tho corner or
dogearlng them ar t letting them tnd
In their places In the rack

Perhaps an hour lotr In stalked on
Individual who from his cet ui I sized
up at once us a wild and woolly wte-
rn He wore a lage blI wid
brimmed eon at long fur trimmed

rfJ 6i-
hJ V tr-

eQ 4 i1

II

I

overcoat a pall of nrce mutehe the
kind that the late John A Logan
ected Looking at the diagram for a

moment and asking whether Mr Phil
Ipp would sing that night he pointed
to the third row saying

Have you these two Beats
The Identical ones I had turned down

Vo sir but I have these two point
Ing out two In the fourth row directly
behind them

Don want them
By this time he had shifted a llttl

to one side ot the window looking not-
nt me but straight before him a pecul
lar light In his gray eyes his appear-
ance anything but reassuring Budden
Iy hi am hot through tho opnlng of
the window his hand reached the rack
and the two same seats and he pullet
them out and with a grin said Hoi
much

Dy mean of a m1I mirror which
hung on the wall opposite my rack and
the plate glass front of the box ofnc
he had seen hat he thought were the
seats he wanted and had Got them

My hall did not exactly stand on end
but I felt anything but comfortable The
action w 0 audaclou and had hp-
pnd 0 uddnly that I Wn complet-
Iy dumfounded tried to laugh and
mumbled out somcthlns like Two dol-

lars
lie pulld out a wad extractd the

money turned to 110 but came bck and
ald

Excuse me young man for my fiud-

denness jut now My folks were Ger
mans Its jut about once very two
yean that I get a chance to see a Ger-

man show and when I do I like to
get jut the seats I want In tact
when I ant something and It Ila to b
got I generally get It

I don doubt It for a minute said I
He handed me his card also a cigar

which was better than the average and
pleasantly bade me good day

He writes colonel before his name
and as I afterward learned Is one of
the most prominent rltlzcus of Nebra-
skas largest city

There IIs a decidedly French flavor to
The Proper Cpr now a much be

printed stage attraction The tory
that of an old man who does things re-
spectable old men ought to be ashame
to be caught doing Thedenlre of an
elderly father of a famllj to enjoy him

elf In rckl manner at the
foundation of nearly all the fun

Tie old gentleman s daughter I
sought In marrlaie by a young French
artist T ii attlst Is acceptable to ev-
erybody conceined but the girl s moth
cr IIs afraid that the Intending son In
law may have some intrigues on hand
as the Frenchmen she has read about
In books always have so the In
slsts thst her husband shall talk to the
trust anti urn him to get rid of all un
desirable attachments before be mar
rles their daughter

Here IIs the old gentleman > chance ne
goes to the young artist apd tels him
he muot give up nil his models Thartist astonishes him by saying that h
has no modela and has nothing to do
with girls

The old chap knows better though
and final y prompted by fncnds whom
he seeks for advice the artist acknowl-
edges that he has a girt of whom he Ivry tond alld h will II1ve hr up at-
one The f lhr Inlt that h hall
be prmltted to breek on the Alliance

nd aces to sco the girl She aadj

Ie

sjigestruck who prevailed
n by tto nrtlito frier ds to play u
She refu s to gve up I unpoelover but plays her rote oo skillful

hat the old man gen all tani ed un
the vvb uf Im wiles rnd thVre j uae opportunities 10r1I ktrdo oleillcatlonoI out of whkli nil the 1IJtt SI

Here Ila d tpccJmii nlvarcc mantory the Itlnd of Btuf theni lent hOIeln ant an billot s actors uvi ney lo IIme wiltlcni li N w roi
ana sent out with thc Idtn that imbo fooled Into glvln

aluabl advertltlri Way

h foie onti of theete great b

nown

t
b t l

1r

g

fcmule cotlttcs last aunir r t
who ullcd tho sliotc oar of or

o

the c waa jddci I tjktn 810t
0 unoble to puU an onr Lvory

Inlde tht bootbou huwed eell d
ln I

f
bedkcd UUle 101 audoale

o tetottl urn
I I

ounce that she vv s on J and 10 KM-ndjell for her alira matert

slnt
I tn-

l
ho too1 In lh ltuoUon slid wlt

encourarlng Oieer ui glrl1 7oul
win It jet sho mi tlli daiced heri

uilt
pltty summer drc tor nn tra
Ing and too her place In tlI e va
cant a-

tAIr winning by n cant Mir length
thy paddled back triumphant to th
uartere where the girls laughed crlej
nd hugged thrj little herolT Wh-

Ihey emerged from their boathot jn
hour Itr hro man of ltnUe-
ndmlrrs were waiting to r celle hm
tho sick girl havlni recovered rtctltej-

unpectlng
ceneratultlons with the no on

that e had not helped nin
the race while here Is where the nine
of tho nctren who jays for the stuff
nscrted who rowed In her iHcr clip

pcd out unnoticed nd explalncl to
anxloo

r
friends later that do naa

oee
cltd ohe cot on the Yron bnt td-

lIdnt much of tho rae Isn t I-

tcaiy

Arthur B Ward IIs fond o tellns-

pany
obout an actor he onc hlln hi on

whose self nssuran e and pres nee

of mind were nothing short of colnul
H was the low come llan of the oryan
Izatlon which WOB tinvellng at that
time In Illinois

The play wa n frot mjii
v arde and we were dismal Itir
ounlou wrth vry on or
rady to abanlon the tOl1n on our
per A sure offer was made to m I-

niclghborlnga town but we dldn htt-
he money to toke us there

This fellow his name was Hlr iar-

s lull of expedients 1e were In a

bad nx and did not know whnt to do

when nipstar come to the hotel hfr
I was staj Ing He was accompanied bv

a hov who had rents In his trouim
nnd blood Qn hi garmnt It m

that nipstar had found him on ih

street jut after he had been attack
hy a spottel dog In a moment he had

Iund the nome of the owner of the dV-

mjc
nd In tWI momnts and a hnll he h

a confidential trade with the bor

At the request of nipstar the owner
the dog a cry prominent and calthy
citizen called

Do you see that unfortunate an4

suffering child how he has been mu

tllated by your dog Bald nipstar
My dog
Tcs A spotted dog with a bras

collar on which IIs engraved your nanf
With premeditation and malice utor

thought this carnivorous animal
yours made vlolnt rrort an hoor
close by the postofTlce to make a heanj
lunch on this boy ot mine

Hut
No hut sir I hae already

for a lawyer and am about to enter
against you for 6 000 damages Dot t
I have only thl mornlnl1 rraogd
leav lor Nw York onnn xtndo l tr-

lI will If agreabl to ou sW I-
hmttr tor a maller amout cOIh

down-
To cut my tory short sail Mr

ttnrde Rlpstar actually got a com-

promise from tho owner of the do who

pal him 1100 cnnh down Out of tkll
he cne the mutilated boy a 15 bill mi
with the 95 we easily sot to the ntil
town where we had success and Ul
play thraftr w big wlnnr

Miss Hilda Clark the prima donna
The Highwayman company hM

double At the first performance ol till

opera In New York a handsome blond
young ady and a paitj of friends
pled a lox Jn the audience there all
a gentleman rlend of Manager M-

eCormlck
i

who noticed her and me mi-

nutes before the performance waa to I
gin he went out Into the lobby nt
rushing up lo Mr McCormick Mil
Say Mack don t Miss Clark ring to

night
Yes Why
Well It nearly time for the curttK

to go up and she keeps on stanff
box with a party of friends

Mr McCormlcK s Int a mesaenrer tl
the joung lady asking her to come tl
the boxofrlce She came and ad

What Is tt-

Arcn t you going to sins tonljhtr
kd the manager
No why should n she replied
Well how do jou suipose we V Jt

ele the opera without a prIma donnar
I dont know repllel trc youol

woman I thought Miss Clark waa U

slug She i ben back on the stags
hour dressing and must bo ready Ufo
now I am a sister o your sri
donna

Manager McCormlok sub ded 10

the joung lady returned to her lio-

nenedDrnlDl em to hne Ourd-
H Broadhurst to0171lf th
good tory 10 told of him of the tJ

hen he was a mmber of the Ctual
AssociationI club It w is In a ohar-
aplonshlp game and opposed to ml i
pounds was an Fngllshman 11M

Beaumont welghlni 150 pouuJJ Ml
noted rusher

It wa mar the close of the gun

I
fore they met The score w

n both men rted or tths
They rtached It at the same Instani

and everjbody oxpected to sae Brow

lurst give Mas or ro Oowr before

Uroadhurst
opponent s flrlot3 nPh But h dldn

simply blooded
The other nmi kicked snd be mljW-

as well have hit stone wall He n

Into the air dA sewed to turn ti
somersaults before IlmSlr1
hurst Imply grinned made on affirun down the Held and shot I

through the goal Jujl In tiNe to ar

the winning point

A LETTER FROM MAY IRWIN I

The Well Known Actress Gives Her Views
Upon Things Theatrical and Explains Her

Ambition to Mike People Laufb

t

f i Copyright 18l8

m New York Jan 28Th thatr I a
placo of great Interest one you might

f say of natlonllntret Ior enturl-

If
It has played a significant part In the

I IfJ arts and the advancement artistically
of the nations and we nnd It today an

11n I Institution ot really vast Importance
j 1 Involving not only attention ot thei F j n hOp

a
I but the Investment of millions at dol

it I
lars and the employment of thousands
ot people The theater being of suchvat public Import It Is well to turnra the attention tj that which makes It afIt success The drama Is rest onsll le for
Its popularity SUCCCHS and Its existenceJ The question has arisen nnd has een

f11U I loudly dlscusse of late Whnt class or
I style of drama do the people w ant do

tdf they want Shakcsiean I BUI pose
t l t Shakespeare has been selected as on-

11lr

example because of the tact that he IIs-
I the greatest dramatist the world has

known nnd fo what thc nme Shak
11lrti I pcare stands for In a gnr1 ne In-

jJa11j the world ot the IIromn A I under
stand It the questio dh ctly Involving

j r the general public Int t IIs not Do-

an11tJI we want ShkIre o tndlllual
11 dramatist but Do we wnnt that classl of drnma uf more or 10 Iou trndI Ilof which Shnkesi care IIs recognized

i the head Is the tl eater a l luce for
l it 1 Instruction and learning or Is It one for

amusement only
j i I am Inclined to belle In that sense

If
I

trl th t tho pople do not ant Shk-pare and that the theater Is purely t
111i I place of amusement In these modern

times of trouble and care which India
nH crlmlnatly Iao thlr mrks on nil
fn relief and recreation are a blessing I

tffi1 think the iubllc g to the tl eater to Iha
f amused Thy look ui on It In a differ
t ent light fn in that In which It was re

earded years ago Tho tl eater IIs n
Il r tr t-

Ii

n

i 1 worries everjday life Invclvcs Mot
i of I e r

m used tor In theI amusing them Is

ilf the forgetting If one sits down after
a hard day s work and says to oneself

What shall I do tonight where shall
1 I go where I ran s mt a couple of

I hours pleasantly the conclusion IIs-

uaualljIfI arrlted at to alien some thca
tl ter Ot the millions of iwople who In-

habit the clUllzed l irllon uf the globelr It Is only natural that there should be
t common ovemnt toad cnjoymnt

I bpd pleasure Ileasuro means jo and
f

ihVrmony and we all are attracted by

f ar c
tracld by dlcord Ol th million of-
pooplsI Iho k njoymnt ami muo
ment the greotr rorUon elct the
tlleater us the mn unto the end Th
average man aflr day work nndI serious thought docs not core to court
furth rlouo thou ht or bnt-

I
a h

I to divert the cut rents of th brain Into
nn clt He wants to bo amused He wantst to

laugh to be jolly and to see the bright
Ide of thing II ha hnd nough ot-

ifthe problm lite which face us all
In their dlrrernt phases In hila battle
with their Inlluen es during that day

I II want to throw thm oT lor shortrplte and lurget The theater Is the-
nmot ucclul this effort It

mort
Is

rrcUve nd mot diverting This
man doe not ant Shakespeare He

I has had Shakper all dy lie ho-
I met him aftr bralert nt nxt to

him In the street car on Ihe way to

business received him In his office sev-

eral times during the day talked with
him argued with him plead with him
wrestled with him fought with him
conquered him and has ben conquered
by him Does he care then to be
brought face to face with him again In
the evening In a place of amusement
No sir he has had all the Shakespeare
he wants and IIs thankful for the means
of forgetting him That means It
strikes me IIs comedy Of all the drama
1 think tho comedy doe the mot good

lime brings about many changes
and I am sure that It has not dlsre-
garded the theater In this respect
tears and years ago It was that this
was a ilace for serious thought for
study and for teaching Scientists pro-

fessors and students attended the ply
anti there gave ireful study to Its
teachings and the art Thy were the
mot liberal patrons Thy were tie
on upon whom It exllnce and uc
cessful maintenance depended nut as
evolution goes hand In hand with time
Its marks were also left upon the the
atcr and on the ply The demand for
a certln cl of drama and art bcme
leas becauao of the fact that the
on

les
on Imd Irom Thcpl were

being gained through other means and
with II dllne came the clamor nnd
rush for art of a lighter vein The
amusement tho enjoyment the pleas-
ure w hlch before had been gained else
whe and throullh othr man grad-
ually began to make Itself manifest
over the footllnhts It proved a means
which took with the popular mind and
which has grown In force and Impor-
tance to this day and will continue do
Ing until time nUll evolution on their
round nealn daw nr and agln
leave their marks upon the lay and
the playhouse The amusement of the
pulace may be tIn obtained through
the mnn the ondltlon dmand but
at the present writing the dcmnll I
lor amuemnt I wRnt to Iugh aYI
the hRker the bnkr the bootmakr
the laborer the statesman and nil I
must laugh

Thl Is cry discouraged the Edwin
B loths nnd the Charlotte shmans
who weie struggllngfor a rise on am s
steep hlll lor They have fallen Iack
disheartened Tho encouragement of
their few followers has ben drowne-
Is the treat crj I want to laugh
Laugh and tie world laughs with you

Weep and you weep nlone This quo
tatlon decided my career on the stag
I will admit that when I was quite a
small glil and had jut commenced my
theatrical career Kith my sister I Cher-
Ishcd a secret hope that some dRY I
might become a great actress a tragc-
dlifnne Hut when I grew a little older
and saw life as It really IIs my ambl
tlon chngd It wnt to bome
treat actress I could n t bring sun
hhlne Into anyone llfo by making
them crj I might though If I made
them laugh and I began It was
hard work but I i found that notl Ing
can be accomplished In this life without
hard work so 11 loddel along In time
I got nearer to the cry 1 wont to
laugh and be mrr and thn narrt-
llI until now I hear It from all sides

I new the closer 1 came upon that crj
Iho nrr I eam to Ul and
here I am working hard to make iople
laugh And Us hard work too Ifjouont bcllcie It jut try It yourself and

0 If OU ha nvc bn on the
itage jut get In front ot a lot of 10

pIe ome tlm and ay omethlng which
you think IB excpUonlly funny and

e how It I takn here Is no imol
awfu naUon In the world thn to
say something expcctln your auditor
or auditors to laugh and have them look
at you with an expression ot lace seem
Ingly to Indicate that they questlo
your amtn or evn your nlty-
So cvn the bUln of manulaturlng
sunshine so to speak has Its draw-
backs But I m digressing I m afraid
It I personally were to go to tl e theater
I hould elt ome light nnd amulog
entertainment Ishould not take Shakes
pcarc I am not decrying Shakespeare
because In a business sense I might be
In opposition to him but I am only ex
prlng my vlw and opinion from
observation of the public which In the
end tells the whole tory If they want-
ed bhakespeare they would have him
Where there Is in effect there IIs al
w n COU ond thc aon that
Slmkespeare does not thrive IIs becalse-
of the lat that those who want Shakes
I euro ate the few while those who
want omethlng ot a lighter nature are
the mall-

YShltOIor Is slipping away because
the demands grow Iless and the time
may como wlcn there will be no de-

mand at all and Shakespeare may be
absolutely lead unless some sudden
revulitlon of public taste should oilse
I personally have been fortunate In
striking a particular vein which seems
to satisfy that cry I have traveled
all over thlIs country and this summer
I am going to ngland hcther I
shall make them Ilaugh In Britain re-

llevc
muln to h n Im InUnd to be

however that my stjle of hu-

mor and songs will prove n novelty
I siguld like to be successful In Lon
don heaue I am an Amrl nn I dont
think any great rcjudlce exists there
against American artists I think that
In a big city like L ndon It In Jut like
we are here In New York If the artist
IIs to our liking we accept him or her
and ue I theirs If they do not
appeal to U a often the rtlsts from
the other d do thy Impl f1I nnd
go back to where thy are understood
So In going to London I feel that I shall
b trtd jut as nicely as though I
wre hom It will ret with me to
find the rngllch rlslbl Itli nd arouoe
them If I do that I shall feel sure
thot my mllon In mklng another IDI
tlon of tie world laugh has beenacc-
omplished

tar
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I tI BEFORE THE FOOTIMfiHTv
Tho who saw The Gaiety Girl

I three year ago will remember two
handome young Lngllshmen of the-

tt une Hope who played juvenileprt Thy are brothers and of excl
tent birth having adopted the stage be
Moue tblY IIkd It Arthur I1ope the

jounger IIs In the In Ton n company
I1Ioying the part ot the manager ot the
Caravanserai otel hut so disguised by

I his make up as to be hal dly recognize
Ills brother Cecil has given up th
stage and Is gold mining In Baulli Afri-
ca Doth brothers expect to meet In

Iondon In Februry whre thy are
to tart for the Klondike to try for
Itortune

Damrosch has put forth an Iab-

orate rospcctus of live weeks seaflon-
f grand opera In French German and

taltan at the Metropolitan Opvia
louse New York beginning the middle

of January
Tue period of Ictorten Budou s new

play Pamela Ila In the year 1795

tho Interval between the rtten of terror
and the directory The action passes
within one month The period of the
drurtm lei curiously enough jut the time
which was supposed to pass between
the Unit and the following acts of
lime Sane dene The play has been

read to the company of the Vaudellle
and Mme IIJane who Ila traveling la

nussla has received a copy of the play
there In order that the drama may be
produced shortly after her return to
Paris

Maud Odell has been loaned from the
I yceum to toke a part In Arthur s play

The Salt of the arth
The concert tour of the famous com-

poser and pianist Scharwenka In the
woatirn and southern states bu bOln

everywhere attended with almost phe-
nomcnal success

Blue Jcavs win shortly be produced
In Loi lion bv Ilobert Voter ian frd-
Loais Netner <

Lu fu Tnber has replaced All e Wfr
ncr In the Lilt cemr ny playing in-
Ola Kentucky tn M Oullctc Co of Tittfbun have
adds Jacob LIU a torn thMttn In

MllvlItdI ee MlnreapolH and 3t IV1
to tiielr ctrcul oJ pojmlif srlea fsUo-

ho
Avon Sato tto tnntone rD4

I
Jl-

fe Vlrglnte Chtrcn known
Natal Nightingale lv v retornt
a South Atrltan tour fond ore t pit

enPJulia M rlow coMplAt
rolt at N ro Uu Beciin emp r

LITTLE MISS MUSTARD

Miss Muriel Mustard a child ot 8
years gave her lIt pianoforte recital
at the St James hall London recently
and proved herself to be a marvel of
precocity

Bruno Stelndel the boy who has late
ly been attracting the attention of Lon
don no doubt eqully a mnrv1 of
coellY but he at all events has moo this
peculiar distinction that he plays cer-

tain
<

compositions with the full sentl-
nent of a complete artist

Miss Mustard so far as she gave an
xhlbltlon of her powre did not vr-

attln to uch a rult Nevrtbelo-
he I mot crtalnly an cXlrmely clev-

r girl who knows how to follow ou-
thr teaching with singular complete
n iss She played a quick little waltz by
Qodard for example with some real
brilliance In all her accomplishment
howOr she did not show any partlcu
lor originality Many people will follow

hr earr lIh much Intcrt for h
crtanly shows singular promle It
voull be asklnt too much however to
xpcct that the world should excite
Itself bout a talent which has not yet
reached Its full development In any
spect

Th famou brlton Ur Fergusson-
iccesaI mtlng Ilh gral In Tng

land II return to AmerIca next I eb
ruary

A NEW COMPOSER

Strau as the name of a mualc-ompor man much A new tr of
his name arises and has been shining

In London The new applicant for hon
ors 13 nichard Strauss not related to
the dynasty of the lenna waltz kings
His father was a famous horn player
and the son developed a strong bent to
ward musical composition at on early
asre

He Is only two or three years on the
wront olde of 30 now and hi i first sym
phony wn compod a lar back as
1881 1In on Dulo was omong the
first to recognize his talent and In
England Dr HIchter and Mr Mann
vere assiduous In Introducing his more
recent compositions

At the prnt momnt thre l prob-
ably no Germun ompor hoe work
arc more keenly discussed for It IIs
haracterlstlc of his eccentric muse that
ihe either Inspires enthusiasm or aver-
sion Owing to the health of Herr
Levi Herr Strauss has recently hen
appointed to nil his room as conductor
ot the opera house at Munich

A critic says One may have an 1m

perfect sympathy with the tendenclei-
ot Herr lllchard Strauss muslo and yet
cordially acknowledge the unquestioned
tent which It displays Till Eulensple
gel Is certainly prodigiously clever and
entertaining and possibly though we
feel some doubt on this point the ex
traordlnry symphonic poem entitled
Tod und Verklorung which was heard
for the first time In England under the
nposors direction on Tuesday night-
may on a further and fuller acqualnt
ane be found to contain unexpected
eautles Both works were fine ly play-
ed and the composer whose youthful
apparane and Imple bertne are-
much In favor was enthusiastically ap
plauded by a full audience Mozart

KlelneEln Nachtmuslk was excel-
lently played but Herr Strauss shines
more al conductor of hi own mulo
than that ot others He IIs conscle-
nis and Intelligent but his readings
are lacking In breadth and masculine
foree

Doesnt Want lo Be Kicked Out
If my audln a Joseph Jef-

ferson do not bid me farewell until I
bid them farewell I confidntly expet
to be with thm lor a year or two mora
at least I do not know whctl r I shall
make a public rtlrmnt or Qultly
sneak out probably the latter Shke
speare s lys Superfluous lag the vter
an on the stage I hope to detect my
waning powers before you do and go-

waitquietly down and out
Ing

Inltead 01
like the dog whose dy Is past to

be kicked down stairs and out


