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DOINGS OF CONGRESS

on the first da of the present session of
congress there was but little business done
xo eleitherther house exceptingc going through with
uiavie usual receiving and reading
the presidents messamessagee

richard S fields of new jersey benja-
min F harding of oregon simuel G ar-
doloadloldd of rhode blandisland newly appointed sena-
tors appeared were sworn in and took their
seaubeaw and the following new members took
their statibeats in the houseHouseGeogeo IL yeamansYeamano
Jntackytuckyyi thos A DI1 fessenden of maineblaim
amasa walker oeof massachusetts

in the honsehouse the naval committee were on
moonmotion otof mr conklingc instructed to ascer-
tain the best medemode otof placing vessels of war
on lake ontario and of0 establishing water
communication from other waters to the lakes

mr offered a resolutionun

which was adopted instructing I1

1

oa thathe judiciary to inquire and reportliy what
authority of the on or the laws it
any thetife poepostmaster general decide ii what
newspapers may and what may notpot be transkrans
itta thronthroughh theahe united 8 atesales mails

mrmrcoscox of ohio coffier
i
ed ka resolution con-

demning
1

arbitrary arrestsandbandand decIdeclaringarIhg twthatat
they shall ceaseand that all TerBon 8 so tiar
etedetea ehandhan bavebaxt a plopio ampt and public trial

iteaccordingcording to the provisions ofI1 tinetireafi constitu-
tion

0 9

lionllon and the laws othe united states ich
waswabsTabledwa fabled by a vvote0 te ofif 80 to 4046 mr richach

ardson of illinois also offered a resolution
requesting the president to inform the house
how mamanyllyfly citizens of illinois were Cconfined in
united states forts Jthetha hares against
them andd by whose oriordorderartheythey were arrested
which was ttableableabdbyy a vote of 74 to ap

in tlethe aesenatenate on dec 2aj mrir 6crimes offer-
ed a resolution which was adopted calling
on the secretary of the navy for copies of ththe0
majority and minority reports of the board ofot
officers appointed in accordance withith the act
authorizing the secretary of the navy to ac-
cept the title to leacueleague island mr pow-
ell ciofferedTeredaa reoresolutionution declaring0 all arista
mmademadoada without aayy charchargecharetea beingheing preferred as
habhaa been the baseicaseicasecave to be a violationtolation of0 the
cons itution and that all personspersona thus ar-
restedlr sted shall have a prompt and impartial trial
and mr davis offered a reaoresolutionlution declaring
thit it iais recommended that all the
spatessates choose delegatedelegates to meet in convention
at louisville on the first monday of april
next to take into consideration the present
condition of the country and the proper means
to be pursued for restoring the union and
that the legislatures of the different states
take such action as they may deem fit for thisthia
purpose at thetha earliest possible dates bottibotu of
which were laid

I1
in the house on the ad a lill was intro-

duced by mrnir hooper from the committee of
wayswaya and means which was passed provid-
ing that all judgments recovered by the united
states in suits now penpendingdinyalny or which may
hereafter be brought for thehe collection or re
adveryvery of duties on iraiiaimportsports or money due the
united states from collectors or other officers
shall bbaa paid in gold and silver coin of the
united states

mrair aldrich introduceintroducedaaa bill annulling and
abrogating11 all teaties between the united
states and certain bands of sioux indians
and for the relief of the sufferers by the inindiandhanthan
outbreaks in Alinneminnesotasotaaota I1

mrair holman introduced a resolution which
was adopted instructing ahethe committee in
military affairs to inquire ani report on the
propriety of in creasi g the pay of soldiersEol diers to

15 per month and making such reduction in
the salaries of officers of the army not active-
ly engaged as may not impair the of
the public service

mrair richardsonchardsonKi offered a resolution which
wagwa laid over requiring the pay of each
watenate and noncommissionedcommissionednon officer to be paid
in gold and saver

in the senate on dec ad on motion of mr
lane the committee on patents were instruc-
ted to inquire into the expediency of abolishabolhh
ing the department of agriculture

in the house onon the ad mr calvert offered
a resolution which was adopted calling encn
the commissioner of patents to inform the
house what amount of the agricultural fund
had been expended since the first of january
last to the time when the accounts and books
wereyere transferred to the commissioner of agri-
culture specifying the items and whether
any contracts are unsatisfied if BOso what is
the amount due and for what aaaisoalso that the
commissioner of agriculture inform the

i
house what amount of the

I1
agriculturalagricultureal fund

had been expended tindu erbis directiondiric tion speci-
fying the amounts

on 1ie 414 h in the senate mrair clarkdark otof
a joint resolution approving the policy

of0 the president ofor setting slavesalavei free in the
insurrectionary districts which was ordered
pr anted

mrarhnalenalohalealoale introduced a bill repeatingrepe aing alu act
to establish and equalize the grades of line
officers in the navy which was referred

mrair sherman offered a resolution requesting
the presidentderItdelit iiif compatible with public in-
teresttelestoto communicate to the S senateenate all cor-
respondence telegrams and reports c ngern

linging the military operations of the army of the
Iopotomactomacac and delatinrelating0 to the sursurrenderfender of
harpers ferry and the testimony taken be-
fore the investigating committee ulonupon such
surrender

in the hoose kinlinoa thetho mr wickliffeWicklifTe

offered a resolution instructing thetie committee
on judiciaryjudicary to enquire and reportp under whatkhat
law has beebeeni appointed a military governor
for the district of columbia what power he
pss e

1

ssies auba miderunder whitwo at law itss derived
what lais his salbalsalaryarylandand under what appropria-
tionfiorili chatis the entire annual expense of
said governors including sumsbums paid for guard
hoetteho loteitte houam whether saideahl oscerofficer

has interfered witha r odiadiobstructedit tb admadail into
av

judicejuaicejustice ocbrivilivil or judicial tribunals
andd rereportp 0rt the facts of 8suchbuchch obitobstructionruction

mr biddle offered an amendmentamond meritt which
was accepted aisoalso inquiring under what au-
thorityarity the Milimilitarytiry Govergovernor extended his
power to pennsylvaniapennRennsylvania or any other state
the resolution was then tabled by a vote of
BI81 to 4640

i

mr hutchinsHutcbinsbina offeredkofl ered a resolutioniolution instruct
vrnehg1 thefhe militarytary committee to0 o inqinginquirefuirefaire and
report as to the propriety of dispensing with
the west point military academy and in-
stead thereof aidinga inthein the endowment of
tary scschoolshords in ththee severalbeveral states which was
rejected by a vote of 49 to 78

mr stevens submitted a resolution winchwhich
hisbis motion was postponed declaring the

union must be and remnemremainain one and indivisible
forever and denouncing0 as guilty of highV

criacrint e any executive oior legislative department
who shall propose or advise the acceptance of
peace on any other basis than the integrity
and entire unity of the united states as they
existed at theabe time the rebellion commenced

jhin the senate on the othift mr wilkinson
a resolution requesting the preapres dent

itif compatible ithathwith the pubic c interests to fur
the senate with all the information in

ilisilia possession touching the lata indan bar-
baritiesbari ties in the state of minnesota also the
evidence upon which some of the pir cipal
actors and healhead men were tried and con-
demned to death he said there seemed to be
a deal of sympathy in the east for these arin-
dianadlanadiana and behe wanted the facts to go before
the senate and the people ao that thyth y could
understand the matter fully ilehe said the
j eopleleople of minnesota had always been a law
abidingngerngen0 gerpejerpepe and behe wanted them to con-
tinue so but if these indian wretches are not
hungbung accordingt to law they will

I1
be kilkiikillerbykilledleaby

I1
by

ohp citizens without law I1it the GowinI1 ment
will not protect the people of minnesota they
must protect thethemselveselves the resolresolutiondionulon wagwae
adopted I1

mrlvir powell called up his resolution respect-
ing arbitrary arrests which was adopted
mmithwithith an amendment

in the house on the bab mr entonfenton offer-
ed the following which was agreed to

i
whereastele reas the number of sick and wounded

soldiers8 have increased to an alarming ex-
tent sixty thousand of whom are unfit for ac-
tive service and many more would much
sooner receive their health at home therefore
considering the slow methods of furroughsfurloughs and
discharge

Rselred that the committee oaon militaryAlili tarY
affairs inquire whether some method cannot
ie adopted by the secretary of war and sur
geon general by which furloughsfurroughsfurlou lisbis and dis-
chargescharges can be more speedily effectedA

mr mornin offered a resolution which wabwag
adopted by a vote of to 1 W J alienallen
declaring that at no time since the existence
of the rebellion arve the forces and material
in the handsha

I1

rids of the executive of the govern-
ment been so to and abundant for the
speedy termination of the warvar than at the
present moment andancl thatthai it iais the duty of all
loyal americanAmeiamel ican citizens regardless of minor
differences of opinion and especially is it the
daty of every officer and soldier and of those
in every branch of the government includ-
ing the legislative cordially to strike tha aeas
hasains at once who have conspired to destroy
our exexistence prosperity and freedofreedommp of
whwhichchwechwawe are justly proud at home addand abroad
and hicelwhich we stand pledged to perpetuate
arver

mi cox offered argaria resolutionsolution which was ta-
bledbledbied byty a vote of 85 to 31 declaring that the
wordora ansasassasassassinssinsel useusedd 1in the resolution pass
eel1l tats day offered by thete member from ver-
mont is intended by this house to include all
men from the north or south

her in or out of donconcongress
11 ress who have

been instrumental in producing the present
civil war and who have been guilty of fla-
grant breaches of the constitution and who
are mit in favor efc the as i iais
and the union as it was

mr vailvall offers a serieseries of resolaresau
eions bettingsetting forth the restoration ofoi the
union ss it was and declaring that hoeverwhoeverff

I1
shall affirm that it iais competent for con-
gress or any other authority to establish a

I1

dictatorship lain the unitedted states thereby su-
persedingperseding or ousiesuspending the constitutional
authoritiesof and shall proceed to
make hilf move ment toward the declaring ofbi
a4 dictatorship shall be guiltyvillV ot0 a highhiah

against the andaga aethe andani
alici

liberty 1 fe ji
the resoretoresolutionlutonon wabwaa laid apupon the tatabletabiee by

the usual vogerote
bothbath houses a journeaadjournedjourned till mondayDIondaydas
in the senate on mondayalunday the esth several

petitions vvax A presented fofor the
concoacongressress of a general bankrupt law A bill
for that purpose was made the spspecial oyieroyler

1
er

of the day of the oiOA motion of mr
wilson thethi viiivirt affairs cereowere
insinstructtruce I1 inquire into ththe expediency of
providing by law for more effectually sup
pre the rebellion and securing trtranquilityannaff qualify
in Aldrymarylandlarid mrair davisdavia offered aanoint resureso 1

lution prproposing certain amendments totty thethi
constitution tofo alter the mode of electing twth
Prespresidentdent and vice president which were
ordered to be printed mr wilson offered aaa
rdsolutionresolution which w adopted instructing
the secretary of war to report to he senare
th a numnumberber of ilialiaamajoror ageneralsgenerals and brigadier
generalsmeneralsrais now itii the service of the uniteValte 11

state and where and how they are emplempiemployedoyed
in thetha house onan the jtb the bill

dying the president and others for suspending
the privilege of the writ otof habeas colpicorpi a

and for all acts done in pursuance thereof Vas

passed by abotea vote of 90 to 34 4 0
oaon motion of mr mcknight the committe4

of ways and means was instructinstructedeJel to inquire
into the expediency of modifying the tax law
so as to d withvath the tax 1lavyaar on adverlalverr l

mrair morris offered resolutions
which were adopted amid laughter instructing
the committee on ways and means to inquireinquiie
into the expediency of amen ingding the tax lalamlaww
so as to require every member tf congress
offering a resolution to affix a ten cent stamstampITA

mostalost of the day was spent in commitcommitteefee otoft

the whole on the state of the union 1

in the senate on the ath the n 1

respecting arbitrary acresti waswag taken up
and debated at great lenien no definisdefinteints
action wasI1 taken e

mr hale introduced a bill to abolish thipthepthe
grade of medical officers in the berviceservice ofodthetiletiie

united states which was referred Zsi
the house on thedahththeeDthjtb had the bill forishfolvifoniforilh

admsadmissionsionston cf western Virvirginiapinia arder advis e J
ment but was dispodisposed of the bill authaauthorR
grisimrising assessors and collectors and their asasas
sistants under the tax law to
oaths was taken up and passed ft

in the senate cenn the loth wilson reported
a bill to establish an arsenal and ordnanceoranane

depot on the tide waters of new york bar-i

bor mrbir rice offered a joint resolution4

which was referred forfeitingr the lands and
annuities of certain bands of sioux Indiindiansansil
and providing for their removal far awayawan
from white settlements

A bill for the relief of the owners of the
french ship juiesjales et marie was taken epandup and
passed tj

lain the house on the loth mr HolhoiholmanmancSmanus
indiana offered a resolution which wwasa
adopted that the secretary of war be dirdiorecc fe
ted to inform the house hohow manyomany oofficersers ofottoft
the army are now absent from their respective
commands the senate bill forthefor the admission04

of western virginia into the union passed bby 5
a ote of 9303 against 5556 jrf

in the senatesanate on the lith mr brownnBrownbrowingng
introduced a bill to amend the act establishing
the territorial government of utah andioand toiltoll0

facilitate the administrationon of justice intin thee
territory which was referred to the judilla
committee and mr lutLitlathamhambam fromfroin ththee Ccoulcong0
cittee oa03 post offices and post roads reporterrep IIIa bill to authorize the survey of0 a route forfora
telegraphic communication between san franfra
cisco and the amoonamoor river in asia

in the house on the 11lith mr
offered a resolution which was adopted calcaicalls
ing on the secretary of war to state whwha

number of soldiers regulars and volunteersvolunteered
haehave been placed on the army roll what rregieg H

mantsmerits have not been paid up to the latof
decemdecemberberbar 18021862 whatwhal regiregimentmentsmenta reremamainuinui
paid and howbox longiong they have been nvwitaithohotti
pay whether the money appropriated bbyj
congress for their pay clothing and subbubbubels 1

tence hs been spent for any other purposes
the rousehouse adjourned till mondaylonday
in the senate on monday the loth al

Llanelineine introduced a bill to provide for the exech
t notion of the indian titles in kansas aand
for the removal odtheof the Ijadiindiansans whichwhich araswabasrisrire
faired thiethe resolution concerning arbitralarbitrary
arrests in Deladeiadelawarewire wawass taken aup and E
cussed utiebut novatee Wstakenwaajnake n g

inih 16 tiiethe wh mr blake intro
hutkut ed a bill ir waswag referred kronidsi


