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THE YEAR 1862,

BY E. R: B.

Adlen, departing Year. The Year goes forth

To Join its fellows—1o become a link

1a the great chain of Tine, which now unlies
«srhe present sud the pust.

Escu'cheon’d with
ot events of Hie which weave a chetck=i’d garb,
1t stands consplecuonus upon the Ale
Of year: before and after Noak’s fluod,.

The Year bas left its reminiscences
1a bold rellef. Abroad, on columns by
(ur nation rear’d, the superscr ption of
Toe Year, Is deeply sketched in characiers
(! {znominjous frateroal strife,
And marked with penciis, dipped in homan gord!
Bui, husk! the Year’s successor boldly ccmes.

Te, sain's of God, take heed—mark well your
steps,
For while Time's hurried changes, like Lho bolts
O[ Yulcan, shake the nations of the earik;
G also hss & seive prepared for yous
Phie gospel nel has gathared every Einde—
The best—the worst of all in human form;
And while He wiclds war’s erim=on besom to
' Dzstroy the wicked—purify end cleanse
~ The land from wickedness, and thus provide
¥or1 righteousness a place; He also will
Prepare a righteous people for a pure
Joleritapce, that man may dwell 1n peace,

The tide of Time bheaves up, and en [ts cresi
It bears a presage of all natlons’ wreck.
Man and his nether m=«jesty have long
"7 1Ur.urped the helm and reins of government:
The truihfnl and the mesk have been despised—
The good forgotten and the poor oppressed,
while God aud godlluess, virtue and truth
wWere set at noughti—while vice and falsehood ruled,
And pride and folly were exalted high.

A change—a chapge must come. FPropbeta de-
clar.d
rhat in the latter days, God wounld set wp
His -kltngdn;n on tho earthy, and thus re-tore
A rightcouns, pure, and perfect government;
. That ¢JIs, whose right 1t 1s to relgn,’® might re'ga,
Then, elear the way—=the kingdom now 18 herct
War, famine, pestilence, and all their traln
¢ desolationz, take thelr post, 19 sweep
Tha ezrith, while free libaticns are pour’d out,
¥ streama of hbuman blood, to purify the giound,
¢<It must be 50,°" for 50 has God decreed,

-

God had an everlasting purpose, fxed

For these, the latler days; long, long before
The morning stars attuned their Jyres, to seund
Foe lofty p@n notes that echoed 1o
Commemorative strains of this world’s birth;
And he, to whom the Difpensstion of
Tins'd fulneds was committed, has foretold,,

. In lapguage plain a5 mortsl tongues can spealk,
The fcarful scenes which dally now transpire.

To these, tha Jeep fastnesaes of tha rocks;
Where mountain peaks ascend, we have been driven,
That we might have a refuge from the storm,
W hile Go)l shallvex the nation, and “*pour out
The fierceness of His wrath,” on gulity men,
But where in peace and plenty now we dwell,
Was late & desert where the serpent hissed,
And the degraded savage wildly roamed—
A land of crickets, grasehoppers and fies,
Now mads to bud and blossom a8 the tose.

The passing Year,with blessing’s 1ib’ral hand,
¥as dealt to us from nature’s bounteous stores,
The flaest wheat, and the most Iuselous fraits,
And erowned the labors of 1the husbandman
With fall supplies, to cheer the grateful heart,

Tru'h and salvation®s fountaine, to the just,
Frem God’s own presence, here, unceasing flow
In ‘clearest, richest, bolde t curremts, rife
With E'Illllﬂﬂrrll.'iﬂ, gemm.d with ¢ndless 1ife.

G. 4, L, Citr, Dee. 31, 1862,
m

DOINGS OF CONGRESS.

On the first day of the present session of
Congresg, there was but little business dene
10 either House, excepting going through with !
the usual ceremonies of receiviug and reading
the President’s Message.

Richard S Fields, of New Jersey; Benja-
win F. Harding, of Oregon; Simuel G. Ar-

(=1 )

pold, of Rhode Island, newly appointed Sena-n|

tors, apprared, were sworn in, and took their

geats; and the following new members took

their seats in the House—Geo. H, Yeaman, of
Kentucky; Thos. A. D. Fessenden, of Maine
Amasa Walker, of Massachusetts.

o the Honse, the naval committee were, on
motion of Mr. Conkling, instfueted to ascer-
tain the best mode of placing vessels of war
on L.ake Ontario and of establishing water
communication from other waters to the lakes.

Mr. Vallandigham offered a resolution,’
which was adopted, instructing the committee
ou the judiciary, to inquiie and report by what
authority of the Couslitut on or the laws,if
any, the Postmaster-Genperal decides what
newspapers may and what may not be frans-
mitted through the United S.ates mails,

Mr. Cox, of Ohio, offered a resolution con-
dannlng arbitrary arrests and declaring that

|according to the provisions of the Constitu-

ardsop, of Illinois, also offered a resolution
requesting the President to inform the House
how many citizens of Illinois were confined in
United States forts, the chargzes against
them, and by whose order they were arrested,
which was tabled by 2 vote of 74 to 40.

In the Senate on Dec. 24, Mr. Grimes offer-
ed a resolution, which ‘was adopted, calling
on the Secretary of the Navy for copigs of the
majority and minority reports of the board of |
officers appointed in accordance with the act

cept the title lo League Island. Mr. Pow-
ell cffered a resolution declaring all arrests
made without a' y eharges being preferred, as
has been the case,to be a violation of the
Cong'itution, and that all persons thus ar-
rested shall have a prompt and impartial trial;
and Mr. Davis offered a resolution declaring
thit it is recommended -that all the
States choose delegates to meet in convenlion
at Louisville on the first Monday of April
next, to take inlo consideration the present
condition of the eountry and the proper means
to be pursued for restoring the Union, and
tbat the Legislatures of the different States
take such action as they may deem fit for this
purpose at the earliest possible dates, both of
which were laid over.

In the House, on the 24, a till was intre-
duced by Mr, Hooper, from the committee of
ways and means, which was passed, provid-
ing that all judgments recovered by the United
States in suits now pending, or which may
bereafter be brought for the eollection or re-
aovery of dauties on imports or money due the
United States from collectors or other officers,

shall ba paid in gold and silver eoin of the
United States.

Mr. Aldrieh introduced a bill annulling and
abrogatingz all t'eaties between the United
States and certain bands of Slioux Indians,
and for the relief of the sufferers by the Indian
outhreaks in Minnesota.

Mr. Holman introduced a resolution, which
was adopted, instructing the committee in
military affairs to inquire anl report on the
propriety of increasi-g the pay of roidiers to
$15 per month, and making such reduction in
the salaries of officers of the army not active-
ty engaged as may not impair the eficiency of
the public service.

Mr. Richardson offered a resolution, which

wa# laid over, requiring the pay of each pri-
wate and nou-commissioned officer to be paid

in gold and silver.
In the Senate, on Dec. 34, on motion of Mr.
Lane, the committee on patents were instruc-
ted to inquire into the expediency of abolith-
g the Department of Agriculture.

In the House, on the 3d, Mr, Calvert offered
a resolution, which was adopted, calling cn
the Commissioner of Patents to inform the
House what amount of the agricultural fund
had been expended since the first of January
last to the time when the accounts and books
were trans’erred to the Commigsioner of Agri-
culture, specilying the items; and whether
any coniracts are unsatisfied; if so, what is
the amount due, and for wha'; also that the
Comwissioner of Agr:cultura inform the

| Heuse what amount of the agricultural fund |
had been expended under his dirgction, speci- |

fying the amounts.
On Le: 4:b,in the Senate Mr, Clark of-
fered a joint resolution approving the policy

'of the President of getting slaves free in the

‘insurrectionary districts, which was ordered
 printed,

Mr. Hale introduced a bill repea’ing the act
to establish and equalize the grades of liue
officers in the Navy, which was referred.

Mr. Sherman (flered a resolution requesting
the President, if compatible with publie in.
terest, to. communicate to the Senate all cor-
respondence, telegrams and reports ¢ ncern-
ing the military operatlions of the army of the
Potomac, and relating to the surrender of
 Harper’s Ferry, and the testimony taken be-
fore the investigating committee upon such
surrender.

In the House, on the 4th, Mr. Wickliffe
offered a resolution instructing the committee
on judicary to enquire and report under what
law has been appointed a military Governor
for the Dislrict of Columbia; what power he
‘po‘auuaeu, and under what law it is derived;
what is his ualt.r]r, and under what a ppropria~
‘tion; what is the entire annual expense of

they shall cease, and tbat all persons so ar- ‘said Governor, including sums paid for guard-

rested shall bave a prempt and public (rial,

humrqu,: bouse rent, &c.: whether gaid cfficer

tion and the laws of the United States, which |
was tabled by a vote of 80 to 40, Mr. Rich-

authorizing the Secretary of the Navy to ac-
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has intei‘!efﬁl withh or obstructed the adminis-
tration of Jultu:a by civil or judicial tribunals,
and report the facts of such obstruction.

Mr, Biddle offered an amendment, which
was accepted, also inquiring nnder what au-
thority the Military Governor extended his
power to Pennsylvania, or any other State.
The resolution was then tabled by a vole of
81 to 46. |

Mr. Hutchins offered a resolution instruc-
ting the military committee to inguire and
Iepnrt as to the propriety of dispensing with

‘the West Point Mititary Academy, and in- |

stead thereof aiding in the endowment of mili-
tary schouls, in the several States, which was
rejected by a vote of 49 to 78.

Mr, Stevens submitted a reselution, which
on his motion was postponed, declaring the
Union must be and remain one and indivisible
forever, and denouncing as guilty of high
crire any executive or legislative department
who shall propose or advise the acceptance of
peace on any other basis than the integrity
and entire unity of the United States as they
existed at the time the rebellion commenced.

In the Senate, on the Gth, Mr. Wilkinson
offered a resolution requesting the Pres'dent,
if comnpatible with the publ ¢ interests, to fur-
ni:h the Senate with all the jnformation in
bis pozsession touching the lata Ind'an bar-
barities in the State of Minnesota; also the
evidence upon. which some of the p-ircipal
actors and heal men were tried and con-
demned to death. He said there geemed to be
a deal of sympathy in the East for these In-
dians, and he wanted the facts to go before
the Senate and the people so that they could
understand the matter fully. He said the
reople of Minnesota had always been a law-
abiding vecple and he wanted them to con-
tinue so—but if these Indian wretches are not
Bung according to law, they will be killed by
the citizens without law., If the Government
will not protect the people of Minnesota Lhey

must protect themselves. The reaﬂlu...mn wag
adopted. :

ing arbitrary arrests, which was adopted
with an amendment.

In the House, on the 5th, Mr. Fenton cffer-
ed the following, which was agreed to:

Wiereas, The number of sick and wounded
soldiers have Increased to an alarming ex-

tive service, and many more would much
sooner receive their health at home, therefore
 considering the slow metheds of furloughs and
discharges, .,

R:solved, That the Committee on Military
Affairs inquire whether some method cannot
be adopted by the Secretary of War and Saur.

charges can be more speedily eﬂecta i,

Mr. Morrill offered a resolution which was'
adopted by a vote of 145to 1; W. J, Allen
drelaring that at no time since the exiptence
of the rebellion heve tbe forces and material
in the hands of the executive of the govern-
ment been so awple to and abundant for the
speedy termination of the war than at the
present moment, and that it is the duty of all
loyal American citizens, regardless of minor
diferences of opinion, and espccially is it the
duty of every officer and soldier, and of those
in every branch of the government, includ-
Ing the legislative, cordially to strike {he as-
aaaama atonce who have congpired to destroy
lnur existemce, prosperity, and freedom, of
which we are justly proud at home and abroad
and whick we stand pledged to perpetuate
furiver. ‘

- Mr, Cox offered a regolution which was ta-
bled by a vote of 85 to 3i; declaring that the’
word “assassins’’ used in the resolution pass-
el this day, offered by the member from Ver-
meoat is intended by this House to include all
men, whe'her from the North or South,
whe her in or out of Congress, who have
been instrumental in producing the present
civil war,and who have been guilty of fia-
grant breaches of the Censtitution, and who
are not in favor of the Constitution as it is
and the Union as it was.

Mr. Vallandigham offers a series of resolu-~
tions setting forth the restoration of the
Union as it was, and declaring that whoever
shall affirm that it is. competent for Con-
gress or any other aathority, to establish a
dictatorship in the United States, thereby su-
perseding or suspending the comstitutional
authorities of the Union, and shall proeeed to
make any movement toward the declaring of
‘q. dicta‘orship, shall be guil'y of a high crime

agains: the Cdmhtuﬂnn and the Umnlt an:l
p blic liberty.

The resolution was Iaid urﬁn the ta.ble by
the usual party vote

Both Houses a +juurned till Monday.

In the Senate, on Monday, tize 8th, several

Congress of a general bankrapt law. A bill
for that purpose was made the sp-cial order
of the day of the 18th. Ox motion of Mr.
Wilson the committee on military affairs were
instruc’'el to inquire into the expediency of
providing by law for more effectually sup-
pre=sirg the rebzllion and securing tranquility
in Maryland.
lution proposing certain

President and Vice-President, which were

ordered to be printed. Mr. Wilson offcred a

iresolution, which was adopted,” instructing

the Secretary of War to report to he Senate
the number of major-generals and brigadier-
generals now ia the service of the United

In the House, on the 8th, the bill indemni-
fying the President and others for suspending
the privilege of the writ of habeas ecorpus,
and for all acts done in pursuance therenf was
passed by a vote of 90 to 24,

into the expedieney of modifying the tax law
so as to d spense with the tax law on adver-
tisements; and Mr. Morris offered resolutions,
which were adopted amid laughter, instructing
the commiltee on ways and means to inguiie
into the expediency of amen'ing the tax law
g0 as to regnire every member ¢f Congress

Mr. Powell called up his resolution respect-|

tent, sixly thousand of whom are unfit for ac- |

geon-General by which furloughs and dis-|

Most of the day was spent in committee of
the whole on the state of the Union.

In the Senate, on the 9th, the resolutirn
respecting arbitrary arrests was taken wup
and debated at great length,,hut no dCefin te
action was taken.

Mr. Hale introduced a bill to abolish the
grade of medical officers in the service of the
United States, which was referred.

The House, on the 9th, had the bill for ths
admission cf VWestern Virginia urder advise-
ment, but was disposed of. The bill autho-
rising assessors and collectors and their as-

oaths, was taken up and passed.
In the Senate, en the 10th, Wilson reported
a bill to establish an Arsenal and Ordnance

| Depot on the tide waters of New York bar-

bor. Mr. Rice offered a joint resolution,
which was referred, forfeiting the lands and
annuities of certain babds of Sioux Indians,
and providing for their removal ‘far away
from white settlements.

A bill for the relief of the owners of the
French ship Jules et Marie was taken up and
passec.

In the House, on the 10th, Mr. Holman, &

| Indiana, offered a resolution, which was

adopted, that the Secretary of War be direc-
ted to inform the Honse how many officers of
the army are now absent from their respective

of Western Virginia into the Union passed b]'
a vote of 95 against 56.

In the Senate, on the 11th, Mr. Brnwnng
introduced a bill to amend the act establishing
the territorial government of Utah, and to
facilitate the administration of justice in the
territory, which was referred to the judiciary
committee; and Mr. Latham, from the com-
mittee oa post-offices and post-roads, reported
a bill to authorize the survey of a route for a

cisco and the Amoor river, in Asia.

In the House, on the 1ith, Mr. Wicklifis
oifered a resolution, which was adopted, call-

nuinber of soldiers, regulars and volunteers,
have been placed on the army roll; what regi-
ments have nol been paid up to the istof
December, 1862; what regimen's remain un-
paid, and Bowx long they have been without
pay; whether the money appropriated by
Congress for their pay, clothing, and subsis-
tence h-s been spent for any other purposes.

The Ilouse adjourned till Monday.

In the Senate, on Monday the 15th, Mr.
Lane introduced a bill to provide for the ex-
t'nction of the Indian titles in Kansas, and
for the removal of the Indians, which was re-
ferred. The resolution cunuming arhitnrr
arrests in Delaware was taken up and dis~
cussed, but no vote was taken:

‘In the House, on the 15th, Mr. Blake intro~

|duced a bil!, which was referred, providing

petitions were presented for (he passage by

Mr. Davis offéred a joint reso-
amendments to the
Constitution to alter the mode of electing the'

States, and where and Low they are employed.

On motion of Mr. McKnight the commitfes
of ways and means was insfructel to inquire

offering a resolution to affix a ten cent stamp.

gistants, under the tax law, to admmmt&r

commanus. The Senate bill for the admission

telegraphic communication between San Fran~

ing on the Secretary of War to state what

J



