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The real cause of first circumscribing
the liberties of these Mmen and then
slaying them 13 of course the struggle
for a better subsistence in which they
are engaged, by means of which their
employers are embarrassed and hin-
dered in their pursuit of profit. 1t is
quite possible that a Justification for
the slaughter will be found In the fact
that the officers acted automatlcally
in accordance with the orders of those
to whom they =are responsible—the
courts—ao that legaily the perpetrators
are in no danger. Nor is it likely that
they are in danger from any indlvidual
or any number of them ——that is, just
now—aince they have the law on thelr
side and Its fullest protection will be
extended. The chief danger to which
they will be subjected for a time is
that which possesses neither body,
parts nor passions: which does not lle
in wait nor seek out its victims; which
ia ereated by those who do wrong and
then enfolds them with the unyielding
pressure  of  the shirt  of Nes-
sus—their own consclences. 8Shoot-
fng down men peacefuily engaged,
even though done In the name
of law and order, to the man whose
soul is not already seared and whose
heart has not become as adamant—
in the contemplation of the one who s
truly just—Is a thing so horrible that
not for all the wealth of our land and
the treasures of the Ind would he
have it or part of it charged to his ac-
count. The situation is altogether
ominous and terrible, and there are
few who will not look upon the pro-
ceedlngs In Pennaylvania as marking
a critical, dark day In our country’s
history.
MUNICIPAL

METHODS CONTRASTED.

Mentlon has previously been made
in these columna of the efforts which
some of the leading journals and eiti-

zens of New York are putting forth to
Becure a non-partisan government for
that city when its pame shail have re-
cefved the prefix of Greater. These
efforts are being Increased rather than
otherwlse and show in themselves the
confidence which their promoters feel
in thelr success. Strange as it may
appear to some of the more unthink-
tng partisana at home and abroad, the
best and most voluminous work in the
directton of a gnod government through
non-partisanism comes from one of the
astraightest and most uncompromising
Democratic papers in the country—the
New York World. In a recent !ssue of
that paper appears a long double-lead-
ed editorial headed "Fruitd of good
government-—What British cltles have
done—An amazing and ingtructive con-
trast.” In thls article is shown, by
means of reference to Dr.Albert Shaw's
books on the government of Kuropean
cities, the superiority of the municipal
plan contended for as contrasted with
a governmient of spoilsmen for spolla.
“Three of the principat British
municipalitles = Glasgow, Manchester
and Birmingham—are seiected as the
exemplars for the theme, though what
s sald of course appifes to many
others In the same_ class. Glasgow
contains about 750,000 people. - Man-
chester's population 1s 520,000, but its
municlpal government dlrectly bene-
fits 3,000,000 Rirmingham has about
440,000 within its corporate limits. All
these cities are newer than any of the
great American citles. All have had
their real growth In the last twenty-
five ¥ears. All their plans for good
government began about the time ot
the close of our civil war—exactly the
perlod, the article says. when New
York and the other American cltles
fell into the hands of bosses and rings
of corruptlonists,

We are further shown that the Brit-
ish citles named are governed by an
electorate that in no esscntial respect

differs from ours. The masses of the
people vote and have absolute power
over thelr public servants, the officials.
They select a municlipal council that
administers the city’s affairs by divid-
Ing Itseif into executive commlittees,
one committee at the head of each de-
partment of the public service. These
councilors serve without pay, and
although elcctions are frequent,
changea in the council from causes
other than death are comparatively
rare. National affairs in their mu-
niclpal eampalgns are never discussed;
the utmost independence prevalls In
the selection of candidates and
voting for them, and an officer who
dlscharges his duty faithfully and
efficlently is practically unopposed
when he presents himselt for re-elec-
tion. This is pronounced=and the
propouncement is true—the result of
the complete divorcement of state
polities from purely local affairs, and
the results are something that de-
mand of &1l of us on thid side of the
water the most careful consideration.
In New York, which has seldom es-
caped partisan rule in any line, the
munleipal  indebtedness has grown
and grows with a steadily increasing
pace, and the taxes necessarily cor-
respond. In the other -three clties the
taxes steadily decrease under a bond-
ed indebtedness almost as Iarge as
that of New York, but the interest
charge is pald for out of the profits of
municipal enterprises by whlch means
the people receive the direct benefit
spoken of in reduced taxcs. It 18 dif-
terent under the sway of spoilsmen,
Here Iz more in the same line:

“The most of the municipal depart-
ments are almost or gulte self-support-
ing. Many of them pay a large profit
that gnes to decrease the taxes for
such necessarily unprofitable depnrt-
ments as police, fre, sanitary and
sewage. 0 b In Glasgow
there are now practically ‘'no genera!
taxes. In Manchester and Birming-
ham the general rates are small. And
the principal of the debt is constantly
decreasing.

Many other instances are given illus-
trative of the general fact that foster-
ing and protecting the welfare of the
citizen as such comes not by parties
but by the united action of the best
viass of people to be obtained, as-
semblad tor administrative pur-
poses, Partisans are not ostraclsed
or Ignored, but their politlcs are, and
only those things are encouraged and
recognlzed that prove to be productive
of the greatest good for the largest
number. In other words, the control
of citiea is or should he a strictly busj-
ness propoeition carried out by busi-
ness men of recognized ability, hon-
eaty and public-spiritedness who may
otherwlse—religiously, politically or
soclally—walk In any avenue they pre-
fer.

MANUFACTURING GOLD.

Gold is the prevalling theme as well
23 the leading product of the day.
Mother Shipton's prophecy that it
should be found at the root of a tree
—meaning, if it meant anything, that
people would not have to go to re-
mote or forbldding places to find it—
has been more than realized, since the
yellow metal ls being unearthed al-
most everywhere, Utah not being over-
locked in the general distribution.

In the midat of such a plenitude,
with the best of promise for a con-
tinuance on an Increasing scale, the
agitation of the question of whether
gold can be compounded or not would
seem to be somewhat untimely and
out of place. Yet it §s being dlscussed
quite vigorously in places. The chem-
jcal theory s advanced that there is
but one element of which all the rest,

gold included, are compounds or wvipi-
ants, and there are other theories opn
the subject, one the production of a
Russian mathematician, which is
pronounced a# wild as anything ever

dreamed o¢f by the alchemists gf
medleval times. It Is riddled with
terms of more or less apparent pro-
fundity and obscurity, such as

"yortices In the ether,” and so on.
The story of the New Yorker who
recently took 320 worth of gold builion
which he had manufactured to the
government assay office, apd there
demonstrated that It was over 500 fine
is a familliar one and is tolerably well
authenticated. This being a case in
which a practical result presumably
accompanies the theory, makes it, aj-
though an isolated case, famous. A
writer in the St. Louis Globe- Demo-
crat shows that, according to the npew
chemistry, It is possible that gold may
be chemically produced at some time

in the future, but impossible that it
should be done with our present
knowiedge of chemical "synthesjs™—

that is, of 'putting things together.”
In fact, our chemistry at present

is
almost wholly analytleal, based on
observatlonge made when ‘‘taking
thlngs apart.” AS a science it s

barely 100 years old, and nearly the

 whole of that tlme has been devoted

to analysis. It Is only In the last gen-
eration that chemists began gynthesis,
working the great miracle of making
things which are radically different
from the same elements combiped in
the same proportions. When they find
that liquids having the vilest imagin.
able odors can be changed into the
perfumes of fruit and Howers without
changing thelr composition, chemists
do not say It follows that gold ecan be
made of copper; they only say it may
be possible, for they all know te the
contrary. c

Gold i understood to be the -
duct of intensze heat and powel:-!f.?u
pressure, like diamonds apd other

precicus substances extracted from the
bosom of the earth. Successfu] experi-
ments are now golng on in Paris hay-
ing in view the production of diamonds
from charcoal by applying artificially
the conditions named. 1t {s all like the
magician’'s trlck—simple enough swhen
you know how it 18 done, und the
“know-how" Is thus partly dellneated:

“The richeat gald region of America
s the great volcanic rldge stretching
from the Arctic circle almost to the
Antarctle. In this great laboratory
nature wrought her most precious sub-
Stances by intensifying her forces to
their nighest pltch, producing heat
through the pressure of the earthguake
movements, which ralsed the moun-
taing {rom the orlginal level of the
paleozeic plain. This heat and pres-
aure made crystals of gold and silver
bearing quartz through 2 naturai pro-
cess, clogely related to that through’
which French scientists are now at-
tempting to make diamonds. Whether
or not gold Is a simple sutstance, it is
certain that It appears as a produet of
nature’s workshop orly under condi-
tions which produce quartz as what
niight be called a 'by-product” of the
operation,”

This sounds very much like glittering
generalities, a sort of '"lucus a
non lucendo” or light that does not
lighten, only so tar as relates to the
general proposition previously stated
hereln in fewer words. This does but
bring us back to the beginning of the
subject, with the inevitable question
repeated, what is the good of it all?
Except for purely scientlfic reasons
and as a means of partially gratify-
ing a certaln yearning to know the
cause and origin of all things, It Is a
matter possessing but slight import-

ance. A plan whereby the yield of
wheat or potatoes within a
given area might be doubled



