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May peace abide with you, nnd
may the blessing of God our Heav-
enly Falher abound inour midst; may
the earth be blessed for your sakes;
may you be prosperous in the labor of
¥our hands and in the desires of your
deartz in righteousness before the
Lord. This ia my prayer in the name
of Jeaus Christ. Amen.

PRESIDENT GEORGE (). CANNON

also spoke. He said he felt that thia

as o happy day for Zion. The Lord
had indeed been very kind to them,
and he knew that there was a feeling
of thanksgiving and rejoicing in the
hearts of the Latter-day Baints at
baving the privilege of again seeing if
thefr midst and hearing the voice of
President Joseph F. 3mith. It wasan
occasion that they had all long desire
to witness, and they could therefore
understand by tieir (eelings what were
thote of President Smith, and ids
emotions at once more having the
opportunity of meeting in that taber-
pacle in freedom with the people br
God. 1tseemed almost like a dream
when they remembered that upwards
ol seven yeurs had elapsed aince
Brotbher Smith met with them before.
Nevertheless, seven years had gone

by, nnd during that time
LZreat and eventful ohanges
had taken place. The Chureh of

Christ bag passed through an exceed-
ingly stormy period. It had seemed,
perhaps, at timee, that it would be
overwhelmed, and that they would
never emerge, as a people, irom the
difficulties which environed them. But
the promises of God had thus far been
fulfilled, and would be fuifilled aa
faithfully in the future as in the past.

He believed that he only echoed the
feeling of ull the leading brethren,
and of the brethren generally —certain-
ly of the faithful ones—when he said
that in the darkeat hours of their afflic-
tion—if they might be so termed—
when everything appeared to be en-

veloped 1o gloonmi  sod  there
Waa pno light, apparentiy, very
far sabead — there existed but one

feeling 1in their hearts, namely,
that a better day was about
to dnwn upon Zion, when they
would emerge from all their

troubles stronger, purer, betier unider-
atood and more Influential—speaking
in relation to the Church jtself—than
had wever been the case before, He
himself had never bad any other feel-
ing, not for one second.
future bad appeared radiant with hope.
It -had seemed a long perlod for Brother
8Smith to be absent from them; It had
been a constant source of regret to them
that he could not have the liberty
which they desired him to possess,
Bat he (the spenker) had felt much
encournged by the thought that the
day would soon come when they would
again enjoy his sooiety in public and
hesr his voice lifted up In Jefense of
the priveliples of truth and righteous-
ness. He could bear his own testimony
10 that which Brother Bmith had
sald concerning his own unewerving
devotion to those principles. No man
could have shown more devotion than
he in this regard. No one whe knew
bim would guestion his !ntegrity, bis
valor, or hia firmnpess for a moment.
His presence would again add strength
to the Firat Preaidene¢y and to the
authorities of the Church. Beven
years was a long tlme—nenrly half as
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this was a happy day for Zion
In which to rejoice exceedlngiy before
God, who had so blessed them, He

John Taylor, because
to regain that freedom which bhe had

here.

God in
otherwise.

rest of them bad lived to behold this
day and to rejeice at the liberty which
they now possessed. The Latter-day
Saints had learned much by the, ex-
lperieuce through which they ‘had
passed, and he truated that this would
prove not only profitable to them
individually bLui ae the people of
God. Tt was n cause for great thanks-
giving that the Lord still poured out
His Holy Spirit in power upon them,
that the voice of inapiration and reveln.
tion had not ceased, that there was
atlll commmunication between God and
man. When be looked baek upon his
own life and thought of what God had
done for him through revelation, com-
municating to bim His mind and will,
his heart swelled with great gratitude.

How long would thia Chureh endure
lunless God bestowed these blessings
upon these who guided the people?
It would tumble to piecea quickly.
Altbough tbhe path might not be open
to them to the full extent of their
desire, though they might not be ahle
to sen any great distance ahead, and
some things might appear very sirange
t» them in the course of thelr dally
life, yot there bad not heen a moment
since the organization of this Church
until the present when God had leit
His peonle without the Splrit of revel-
ation and ipospiration to guide them.
They hnd never been required to take
asingieatep ln their past career, and

would pot Iin the future, without
baving the voice and will of
God at hand to direct them.

He heard their prayers, nnd Jed them in
the path of safety nnd of peace. The
rmind and will of God were more and
more plainly manifested unto them.
The course which they should take
was made clear, so that they might not
stumbie or become a prey touncer-
tainty and douht.

Did they suppose that Wilford
Woodruft or his counselors in and of
themesel ves could guidethis Church or
hold thia people together for one week.
He well knew that they could not.
How then were they held together? By
the Bpirit and power of God, and that
alone, They would be broken into
fragments in n very shorttime but
for this. The unbfaitering trust
and confldence of the Haints
in God inall the trinls and sorrows
which they hbad endured from
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He nnewered, nol  Wug it the influ-
ence of President Brigham Yo g
a man that held the people g 3:%1 E:;
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power alone. It waa the powe?‘nf
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After showing that the Ba:;m ifta
promises and blessings accom panied
thia church as that of primitjve pr.lmea
the spenker dwelt upon the dyiies and
obligations resting upon the Raints |
and expressed the earnest hope that
they would always live sg cloaepto God
as to know at all imes His 111y and
will. Let them pray unto Him ferven-
tly and bumbly, asking Him to give
them knowledge and to guide them
colntinunliy by His unerring coun-
sel,

The ohoir sang the anthem:

From afar, gracions Lord, Thoy hast gathered
thy flock.
The benediction was pro Y
President Joseph F. Sm[l’th.nounoed 5
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MEXICO AND THE “MORMONS."

EASTERN papers have published
pretty extenaively reports of the suc
cess of ‘““Mormon* gapjopizers in
Mexico, with more or legs exaggerated
accounts of the “migration from
Utah,” a8 though the Sajuts were
almost evacuatiny this Territory. The
following s trapslated from the
Revista {nternacional, published st
Juarez, Mexico, and will be read with
interest as coming from the neighbor
nood In Mexico where the *Mormona’
are located: 3

Lo few parts of the republie has col-
onfzation given ns good results as bere.

the time when in destitution they trod | The proof of this assertion is that it is &
their wenry way across the almost|rare thing that colonies are found 1o 8o
insuffigient , lourishing » condition as those which
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l was indeed a wonderful thing—one of
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This is without doubt due in the fimt

the wonders of the nineteenth century. | place to the just, equitable nnd benefi-



