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cepted as divins, both must be’ nccept-

od. The two must etand or fall to-
getber.
To prove this siatement In full

would not be pessibie within the llmits
of this artiole, but ops point or two
may Le offered for conslderation. Mr.
M. T. Lamb, who is aboutthe only
one who bas attempled to handle the
Book of Mormon erjtically—and he
does it only in order to pull it to
plecei—may convenicutliy be referred
te In this brief investigation,

His first objection s that God’s hand
cannot be traced in the book. To him
it ise blondering, stupid, ete. Thia is
no doubt true with regard to all w ho
read tbis anored record with unbelisy-
ing beart and prejudloed mind. But
what ls the fact in regard to the Bible?
Cou Ingersoll trace the band of God in
1?

The (aot that nn unbsllever cannot
soe the hand of (God in a book, dues
nut prove tbat God ls not tbe suthor.
The question ts whether the Book of
Mormon gives enlightenment and con-
solation and hope to those who study
it with hearts prepared for the truths
it contains. And to this faot thourands
can teutify. Many are unable to traoe
the hand of a Creator even in nature,
buit that does not prove thut nature has
no diyine Creator., To the thoughtlul
mind every flower, svery les!, every
little beautiful insect I8 & poem ot di-
vine suthorshlp., Bo with the Bihle
and the Book of Mormon. The band
of God is everywheto traeeable,

A notber objection is the grammar
of the gacred volume. *‘That all
wight see the writing which he had
wrote upon the rent’’ie given es un
jostance of bad grammat, and ic la
soriously argued that God conlld mever
have lpepired that, Waell, The
fact in thut the same objection migbt
be applied to the Bible. In the Revel-
ation of John (or instance wa read that
the Revelator heard s great voice naofu
trumpet, ‘*and 1 turned to eev the
volce.”? (Rev. I, 12.) When we ac-
cupt—ae ull Christlane do—that God
Juepited the wards f‘to see the
volee, *’it 1 not diffloult to sccept the
fnspiration of the frat quoted expres.
slon. luspiration does not mean that
the Almighty uses the inspired man as
B mwachine, & typewriter, [
it were. It means that the divine
mind operates through the human
mind, moving the jospired person to
pot, spesk, think or (wel for the time
heing in barmony with God. But in
this operation the faculties of man are
thu jostruments used. Honoe the per-
coptible resulta ol imspiratlon must
necessarlly partake to some extent of
the individuality of the person in-
spired, Thbis s exempiifiad every-
where in the Bible. The student will
notice the difterence betwean the
language of David, the king, and
A mos, the shepherd; Paul, the flaming
orator and keen Jogiclan, and Peter,
the unlvarned flaherman. Now, it in
not known that God ever selected his
inspired eervante with reference to
their linguistic abiiities. On the con-
trary, He hid regard to other and
more important qualificatlooe.

Thue it bhappsned that the Bon of
God chose as His messengers, men
whose fural dialect and ungram natje.
ul provincisliems exclited the ridjoule
of the educatad Jews; snd thus it alse
happened that Joseph Bmith waas hon-

ored with the commission te give to
this aze the most remarkakle record in
existence, and this at an age when he
bad as yet acquired no learning as the
world understandas it. That hls indl-
viduality shou)d to some extent be
siamped upon the record ba translated
by divime inapiration, isnae patural ms
that the individuslity of the authots of
the Bible skould be found cn the books
tbey wrote. If Joseph Bmith must be
rejected as a prophet because he was
no soholar, Peter and John and others
must be rejected, too.

Every ohjectlon that can bs raleed
against the Book of Mormon flonds It
true gounterpart Rmong the objections
raised against the Bible. It ia well to
reflect on this. For the Bible has besn
succesafully vindicated through &ll
ages as the word of God. Tn the be.
Hevar It has always carried its evl-
dence with it, and as the hiatory of the
world bea been un(olded, the evi-
denges have multiplled. 8o with the
Book of Mormon, To the ‘be-
Hevers the evidences of its dl-
vinity are already suflicient. But
ap the cloelng scenes of the uge
are belng enacted, these evidenees will
bs atil} more overwhelmiag, until the
world =hall have ne uvholce but to ac-
knowledge that God
throngh Joseph the Prophet.

En the meantime, hounest criticiem is
imvited. The Book of Mormon is puh-
lished to the world, to be read aud
searched and diligently studied. Thenre
who will do eo prayerfully sumll find it
.é" that it claims to be—the word of

od.
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A CARNIVAL OF ROBBERY.

Chioago is Juxuriating io a carnival
of robbery, i ruch un expression mey
be aliowed. One of the papers with &
mildnees of tone suggestive of timidity

prenounoces it & *‘fad,” like the rage for
ohirysasthemuams or the craze for play-
ing the racer. It says thesuburban
recidonts flnd themeeives mixed up
rather unplessantly in this aystem of
levying a tax on a oltizen for gracioues-
ly permitting himto live. While they
tesent such Iinterference with thoir
simple pleasures and hasten Lo pursue
the blghwaymen down interminable
tonds and through romantio hypatha
with weird iustrumeuts of retaliation
ranging (rom sbotguns to hayforks, the
marauders have esoaped pretty wall
up tu date. A namber of instanoces
aregiven, in whioh peaceable oitizena
pursuing their daily course have been
‘‘held up®® and subjeoted to gross an-
noyance and even fright In some cases,
while the damger in being mistaken for
& highwayman by the ever vig-
ilant guardians of the peacs
is perhaps greater than the otber. 1n
fnol, we ate informed that the rob-
Dories, tbough numercus, bave been
singularly unprofituble. Whether the
suburbnan resident, after settling his
winter’e coal blli and purechasing bis
commutation tiocket, bhas little loose
ohange remalning to turn over in
foreed Joans to cbhance acquaintances
in muaks, or whether those armed ad-
veuturers are puraued by desperate
lu¢k, is not quite clear.

8o conmmen and audrcious have the
robberies or attesopted robbwries be-
oome that a general cleaming out ot
the thivver and miscellnnegus ruscals

surely mspoke

is demanded, ‘‘from tbe slender piok.
pookel and snvak-thlef te the hraw“y
Abram man and eand-bagger,” and {
is turther decinred that that *wegt
commuunity and ita environs cannot
submit longer to be harried by pietura
eaque rufflans, whether they go ep
foot, on horseback or iu chajasep,??
Robbers in ohaises

Al6 B new
development in ths practice of
the ‘‘zemtlemen of the road,””

and 1t bae remained for the ity of
gteat emlerprises to introduce thgt
grotesque method of plurder to the
world.

That such & state of things shioulq
prevail Just at a time when all of
clvillzation and afew mors are about
to congregate L the lake city, ja
omlooua af least. [f bighwaymen cagp
ply their voocation under normal fp.
cumstancas and meet with so li(tle
discouragement that tbe business growp
apace, and that, tuo, when it i
evidently carried on by tyros ang
bunglers, what may we eXpect whep
the place is swurming with Visitorg
each and every one of whom hag
more ~ ot Jless money nnd while
ex pecting robbery of another
and more syetematio kind, s not ip
the lemst prepared for u requeat g
“heit snd band over’” whilo peaca.
abiy threading the thoroughfsres?
Just fancy what a modern Dick Tyr.
pinor Claude Duval with & few wejj.
tralned and iron-nerved pals eould do}
Chicago had better take oun a big Con-
vulatom and shake the lawless crew oy
of jts recesses; such ad vertielnyg wii] o
tound dieatroues.

THE SILVER CONFERENCE'S WORK,

Bpenking of the Brussella conference
and what wae Jlkaly to resalt from ita
labors, the Chicago Dispateh of Wed.
pesday last vontained o hopetu] u
in whicb it stated that "tlfa pru;:.;‘e?]:
of Alfred de Rothschild bave besp wel)
considered and favorsbly receivey in
tbe financial circles of the world, Th
oonfsrence appointed a very able com(:
mitteeto conslder tbe Rothschild pro-
posals, and it is believed that they will
be accepted by the committes and r,.
ported to the confetence for adoptlon
Tha conferencs will Yery likely agreq
to tbem, with esome modifiontigyp
One wlil undoubtedly be that gjf] gald
coins below the valuw of lwenty irancg
be withdrawu from circulation” sng re
placsd with silver notes. A late te)e.
gram (rom Brussels Indicated the gag-

hesiem of the German dule
to thin courne.”” But the' o
quel, a8 arrived at by - .

conference yesterda wae ¢t

Rotbscbild proposllio{; wau raja:]u::,dtge
the narrow majerity of ons vote, Th,(;
announcement Was also made that the
result gave the Ameriean dslogates
confidence, bulieving that they would
ow be able to get even  phatier
terms. We greatly fear that thig jg
doubtful; it isidle to overlook or unders
estimnte the potency of Rithsohiid in
the monetary circles of Europs, and
what he proposes Is very apt to be
looked upon by the others, or 5 major-
ity of them, #s the limt to which they
should go; tn other worde, his say-so
smounts virtunlly to an ultimatum,
We naturally look for the best, but ams
things stand if anything bebter than
what bus been rejected by the pom-



