THE DESERET WEEKLY.

There Iz room even for a suspicivn that,
as the depression began almost as soon
ag it was known that the'sLiberal*’ par-
ty had obtained control. of the city,
therefore the depression was due tothe
Enowledge that the city had passed
from conservative to reckless control.
If this is true, then we may confident-
ly look for a better state of buginess of
all kinds as soon as it becomes clear
that the safe nnd steady government
ia reinpstated. ®
{2). Thut such a return to com-
mon sense would banish ‘‘thousands*
cannot be true, since there were not
thousands of residents engeged in the
unhealthy speculations of the ‘‘boom,*’
That if statehood were granted to
Utah ‘‘n crushing of trade” would
follow cannot be true, since such an
establishment of equilibrivm would be
the signal for an immigration that
would give us a population of a mil.
lion people ineide of ten yenrs. Of
course, I speak only my own opinion
and am awarethnt the NEwWs may not
agree with me, but sure am 1 that
_pothing would so enhance all the
business and industrial interests of
Utah as statehood. Bo clear Is
this proposition that If the Mor
men people  were deslrous  of
obtaining political control of Utah, s
the Tribune aseerts, they would oppose
statehood. Let statehood come, and
In five years the non-Mormon vote of
Utah must exceed the Mormon vote,
and then pro Mormon legislation be-
comes an impossibility. Then the
practice of polygawy, which has given
the 7ribune so much Bimulated night-
mare for years, will have become also
an impossibility.
The[:;me is |¥ue as to thbe Tribune's
other charge, almost daily reiterated,
that the Mormons intend to establish
“here in the midet of our couniry an
absolute theocracy.” It is strange
that men so full of ostensible Ameri-
caniems as the Tridune would have us
believe its writers to becan reasoh so
much like imbeoiles.
CuarLEs ELLIS,
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ENGLISH INFLUENCE ON THE
AMERICAN CONTINENT.

THERE is a possibllity that England
may, in the near future, obtaln a
foothold on the American Continent,
froms which she can never be dislodged.
This development is likely to come
about in a peculiar way.

In 1888 the Maratime Cansl com-
pany of Nicaragua and Costa Rica
was incorporated by nct of Congress,
with a capita) of $10_0,000,000. The ob-
Ject of this corporation was to connect
the A tiantic and Pacific by means of a
ghip cnpal. Burveys were mnde and

. work commenced about twWo years ago.
The length of the com pleted route will
be about 169 miles, 140 of which are
already more or less free navigation.
There are but 29 miles of actual exca-
vation. .

When this compnni; wau organized
it was ex pected that the United Btates

overnment would guarantee its bonds
is the government has refused to do,
and the Anancial outlook for the Canal
Company Is discouraglog. Capitalists
are not exuberant in their endorse-
ments of eanals. With the fact before
their eyes that $280,000,000 hnve been

nlmulute}iy thrown away on the Papamn |
scheme, it ia little wonder that capital
should be atrifle discouraged. Of course,
if there was a government guarantee
for the bonds, they could be disposed
of at par value and at low interest, but
now they will notgell for 50 per cent.
of their face value.
| The firat estimate put the cost of the
canal at $60,000,000. This was insufli-
| cient, and the latest estimate ia $57,-
000,000. This means an issue of £175,-
000,000 nf stock at 6 per vent. to bulld
an $87,000,000 canal.

Ex Benator Warper Miller of New
York is one ot the chief promoters of
tthe canal enterprise. During last
April heand a party of friends made a
protracied visit to the scepe of the
work. They were accompanied by H.
F. Donpaldson, chief epgineer of the
Manchester SBhip Canal, {England}.
Hemade an elaborate and exhaustive
report of the Nicaragus enterprise to
his own construction Company.

The Manchester-canal is now com-
pleted, and all the plant ueed in that
great work is ready to be transported
to another scene. The company
which bulit that canal has millions be-
hind it. Onb its engineer’s report it is
prepared to build the canal, requiring
only the commercial tax on shipping,
when the work is completed, as its
security for the Investment. It
is admitted on nll sides that
this tax will be suflicient to pay hand-
some interest on the $87,000,000 re-
quired to build a canoal. But at
present, England seems to be the only
agent able nnd willing to carry cut the
work.

England ie alrendy interested in
Nicaragua. The public debt of that
republic fs about $1,500,000. This
money was oblained frem English
bankers at 5 per cent. England fe aaid
o be more familiar with the nflairs
of Ceniral American countries than is
an& other foreign government.

ow, is it wire for A mericans to per-
mit this canal to be built by England?
To (alifornia and the whole Pacific
coast this work when completed would
be of incalculable value, It would
place its products 10,000 milus nearer
the markets of the world. Ina pation-
al sense the canal- would be of ines.’
timable value to Americans. It
would render trade between the Atlan-
ticand Pacific indepen-iegt of trans.
continental railroad monopolies. It
would in many ways revolutionize
commerce. In fact, it would be one of
the greatestenterprises of the century.
If England bullds it, she will in time
own it.
Asto the proprlety of the United
States government taking the paterni-
ty of it, that is n matter that will ad-
mit of debate. Perhaps the govern-
ment is being asked (o throw its shield
over too many things that oughi to be
left to private enturprise. Is there not
capital and patriotism enough among
the citizens of the United Btates to nc-
complish a purely American work? It
is true very little is known of Nicara-
gua Canal, by the average American
citizen, but we have newepapers and
politicians enough to discuss the merita
of the enterprise, and to prevent our
belng caught napping.
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The upion bLetween En land and
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DESERTED FARMS.

THE number of abandoned farms in
New Jersey has led the Commissioner
of Buatistics of that Blate to make a
careful inquiry into the cause. The
assistance of local assessors was ob-
tained in order to get the information
ali the more accurately. With the ex-
ception of three counties, Hudson, Es.
pex and Union, New Jersey Ie an agris-
cultural State. Returns from 218
townships outside of the three coun-
ties mentioned were received. Only
one county, Salem, reports no aband-
oped farm. 8o far as known 813
vacated farms have been reported.
Many of these, however, nre not ab-
solutely nbandoned, inasmuch as they

are used forﬁrazing.
The chief™ reason for this desertion
is poor soll, Thirteen were glven up

on account of mortgages, nine for taxa-
tion, 210 because of worn out seoil,
and twenty-six through poor manage-
ment nnd ignorance,

In addition, the report says in a gea-
eral way that farming is not n prosper-
oun industry in New Jersey. Though
the great markets are within a few
hours ride of the farmer there, he hag
the same grievance as the granger of
Kansas and of Dakota, that is, expense
of transportation. Here is a problem
for the philosophers of the Farmers’
Alliance.
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ENGLAND'S CHILD-LABOR LAW.

IT 15 entimated that the child-labor
law, which was lately passed by the
English Parliament, will liberate from
the factories and other plncer of harsh
servitude nearly two hundred thou-
sand children hetween the years of ten
and eleven. The original amendment
extended the age under which a child
could not lawfully be bired out for
wages Lo twelve years.

For some cuause whioh was not re-

venled 10 the  pointless argu-
menls advanced, the Tory element
oppoted the  mensure. It was

charged that the operatives of the Lan-
cashire mills had something te do
with their opposition. They alss op-
posed the eleven year nmendment, but
by an extraordinary effort the Liberals
crowded the bill through on a small
majority of sixteen.

This places England in advance of
most of the other Europenn countries,
Bome of the United Stntes, boweven,
have gone eoven farther than
Enpgland in this direction. Masea-
chusetts, for example, piaces the limit
of child-labor at thirteen years, Thxt
State has further provided that no
child shall be employed during the
hours that the pubilo schools are in
segsion. The temptation is thus re-
moved from poor parents to deprive
their ehildren of the ndvantages of ed--
ucation in order to avall themeelves of
a little more of their young energies.

It might in meny cares seem to be n
hardshir, but while the provisions of
this enlightenel statute may infliot
privations, the indulgence which it is
intended to remedy Is a barharism. A
restriction is always a tyranny to those
whom it prevente from the pursuit of
n fixed custom or desire. But limita~
tions that are inspired by the exalted

Beotland- was comp]gted July 22, 1707.

motives that have prompted this prohij=



