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ADDITIONAL ON THE MEXICAN
MESSIAH.

IN Tuesday’s issue we partially re-
viewed an article entitled ¢‘The Mex-
ican Messiah,”” which first appeared in
the Gentleman’es Magazine and is repro,
duced in the May number of the Popu-
lar Seienoe Monthly. Dr. Dominick Daly,
the author of the paper, cleariy showed
that Quetzatcoatl, the Fair God of the
Mexicans, was no myth, but areal per-
sonage who had visited and taught the
anclents on this contiment, and who
had promised to visit them again. The
writer’s inference thal Quetzat-
coat! was St. Brendan, an Irish
Bishop, however, rests upon a basis so
Airy as te be logically imperceptible.
Dr. Daly almost admits this himself,
as he thus cautiously conjectures:

“But in looking for a country in west-
ern Eur(]?e—possibly an Island—which
from A, D. 500 to A. D. 800 might have
sent out a missionary on a wild trans-
atlantie expedition, one Is soon struok
with the possibility of Ireland belng such
a country. Could Ireland have heen the
Tlapallau, or Holy Island,of the Mexican
tradition?”’

The speculative tendency of the
gentleman leads him to an affirmative
inference. His premises are, how-
ever, glaringly defective, because
there is mnothing in the tradition, so
far as he himself has explaiped I,
which makes it at all certain that the
Tlapallan of the Mexican tradition was
located in western Europe, and it
is much more likely that 1t was
Palestine, or the Holy Land to
which the tradition points =as
the place from whenee Quetzatcoatl
came, the definition of the word ad-
mitting of this supposition, to say the
least. This view isstrengthened by
the fact that the land of Abraham is
the cradle of Christianity, which must,
as stated, have been taught among the
ancient peoplesof this continent. The
strength of the article is still further
_ diminished by the following admis-
sion:

“This curions account of St. Brondan’a
voyage may be altogether a romance, as
it "has long been held to be; bat the Te-
markable thing about it iathesingularity

of its general concurrence with the Mexi-
can tradition of Quetzatcoatl

The 8t. Brendan story is as follows:

“From the eminence now called, after,
him, Brendan Mountain, the saint had
long gazed npon the Atlantic at his feet
and speculated on the perilons condition
of the souls of the uncenverted peoples
who possibly inhabited nnknown coun-
tries on the other side. At length, in the
canse of Christianity, and for the glory
of God, he resolved upon a mmis-
sionary e.\-Eeditinn across the ocean,
although ¢ was them well ad-
vanced in years. With this purpose
be cansed aatout bark to be constructed
and provisioned for a long vovage, a por-
tion of his supplies coDsiating of llve
swine. Taking with bim some trusty
companions, he sailed from Trawlee Bay,
at the foot of Brendan mountain, in a
southwesterly direction. The voyvage
lasted many weeks, during several of
which the vessel was carried along by a
strong carrent without need of help Irom
oars or sails. In the land which he nlti-
mately reached the saint spent seven
years in iostroeting the ﬁeople in the
truths of Christianity. He then left them,
promising to retnrn at some future time.’*

There is no relevance between this
storyand the Mexican tradition. {(I)
The idea of making such a voyage in
a bark to which oars were attached as
a meansof propulsion is not feasible on
its face. (2) The tradition says noth-
ing of Quetzatcoat] being accompanied
by companions. (3} There is not the
slighteat thread by which to connect
the great American Continent with
the part of the world alleged to have
been visited by Father Brendan and

his ‘“trusty companions,?’

A point made by Dr. Daly in favor
of Quetzatcoatl being ne myth, but a
real person, was the fact of the tradi-
tion bringing down through the ages a
minute, “‘and no doubt correct,” de-
scription of the appearance of the great
teacher who established Christianity
on this land. He was white, tall and
bearded. In the sixth century, as
now, the Romish monks shaved their
faces clean, as a religious observance,
and in addition,also shaved the crowns
of their heads. It will be seen, there-
fore, that unless Bt. Brendan had dis-
carded the regulations of his order, he
would present an appearance the di-
rectly opposite of that ascribed in the
Mexiean tradition to the Fair God who
visited, taught the people and assured
them that he would revisit them in
the future.

One of the weakeat phases of Dr.
Daly’s theory, is that S8t. Brendan and
hia ‘‘truaty companions’’ could have

visited this most important sec-
tion of the globe, labored seven

years among its interesting inhabit-
ants, established Christianity in their
midst, returned home and created not
a ripple in Europe. It is acarcely pos-
gible to imagine a more unlikely result
of a discovery and labor so vaat. In at-
tempting to identify 8t. Brendan, the
Irish Bishop, with Quetzatcoatl—the
Mexican Messinh—he endeavors to set
up a new European discoverer of Amer-
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ica.This utopian ideu is ad vanced in the
face of the fact that the finally success-
ful efforts of Columbua were based op
an inspiration and upon the absorbing
conviction in the mind of the eminent
Bpaniard that there muat bean im.
mense body of land where this cap-
tinent proved to be situated. He was
not guided by apy intimation that the
existence of this 1and had been demon-
strated by former discovery.

We have t(aken occasion to critigize
Dr. Daly’a theory as to the identity of
Quetzatcoatl, iIn whore reality he has
expressed a strong belief, becanse we
propose to make an attempt to give
ourownexplanationon the suhject. Be.
fore doing so it is in point to dispose of
such speculative fabrica as that from
which the inference of the writer of
the article in the Gentleman’s Magazine
isdrawn,

It is evident, however, that the ming
of Dr. Daiy was enveleped in donbt 4p
the interesting fheme upon which he
hns treated. This will be at once ph.
served by hls conmuvluding paragraph,
which ir herewith introduced:

It wonld bhe prosnmptuous to olaim
that the identity of Quetzatcoatl with g,
Brendan bas been completely established
in this essay, but it may reasonably pe
submitted that there ia no violent incop-
sistercy involved in the theory herein
advanced, and au examination of the ayj.
dence upon which It is based diaclpgag
many remarkable coincidences in tavgp
of the opinion that the Mexlean Messtyh
meay have been the Irisb saint. Beyopd
this 1t would not be safe to go, and ‘it jg
not probable that future discoveries wiy|

enable the identity of Quetzatcoatl to ha
more ¢'early traced.”

We take issue with Dr., Daly’s cop.
cluding sentence, and hold that the
identity of the Mexican Messiah ¢pp
be traced with remarkable clearnegs,
with the ald of well authenticated rep.
ords, which de mnot confliet with the
tradition on the subject.

—-—

THIRD ARTICLE ON THE MEXICAN
MESSIAH.

Having, in articles whieh appeared
in the issues of Tuesday and Wedneg-
day, presented the points of the Mex;j-
ean tradition In relation to Quetzateoat]
—the Fair God—and shown the yup.
reasonable inference of Dr. Daly, that
that personage and Si. Brendan, the .
Romish priest, were one and the same
individual, we will endeavor to state
the position of the Latter-day Baints pn
the subject. 1Itis to be found in the
Book of Mormon, a recoid of. the ap-
cient inhabitagts of this econtinent,
originally engraved upon metallic
plates, kept and handed down from
father to son until about 400 yegra
after Christ, when it was buried in the
earth by Mormon, an American
prophet, It was hrought fo light in




