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#lon of Jesus have becn rmurrectedi mnuch unfinished work belenging to| he not bo the first to receive a res-

also?

We would make especial mention
of the Prophet Nephiwho was the
grandson of Helaman; also his son
Amos, who took chargo of the
records; and the swn of Amos, who
Wit named after his father, who in
t’“"‘l reeeived and transferred them
to his brother A mmaroi, which Am-
Iaron hid them up in the hill Bhim,
they Leing afterwards obtained by
Mormon according to the directions
of Ammaron, which records were
all finally hidden by Mormon in the
hill Cumorah, except the abridged
Tecords which he delivered to his
son Moroni. We would also inelude
hine of the twelve disciples whom
Jesus chose, aud to whom He gave
4 Promige that “after they were
"ewenly and two years old they
should come into His Kingdom and

rest.” The other three whom
Jesus chiose oLtained a promise that
they should not taste of denth, but
should be changed to Immortality
When Christ should come lu His
Blory; conseguently, they still re-
Main in the flesh as translated be-
ings,
thw9 may alko ask why many of
€ Saints upon the Eastern Conti-
Nent who did not die until after the
Pesurrection of Jesus should not have
:fht'lr bodles resurrected also, inelud-
IP{E all the A postles save John, who,
i@ the three Nephites, will tarry
:;nt‘" Jesus comes?  Although there
awm direet revelation that T am
8¢ of declaring this to be the
‘08¢, yet I wee no reason why it
should pet be, seeing the keys of the
:’s"‘"ﬁi‘tion were revesled in the

W6 of the Bavior, and not before
mztlme' That dispensation is not
the I('ll”tk'd, neither can it be until
l‘ﬂisedend who belong thereto are

from their graves, as well ns
in?ﬂc Who died before it was ushered

) Blthough the work of that dis-
Pemsation, g fyr g it pertains to

1
m ity
nge. I, may have ceascd long

tiorl:l}‘)i; '»iﬁ-‘-‘h Bliceeeding dispensn-
it of: ther resumed or continued
.- he labor of the former one;
i 1:0 Hu.me_ authority wiiich was
O DY menin previous dispensa-
:::Lns has to a greater or lesser extent
: n by.tlwm conferred upon others
'n the dispensationg succceding, and
'Fl this manner are djgpcnsa’t,ious
Vinked to each other. Yet there is
:nl?lhtl)r pecu‘liar to cach dispensation,
ol belonging thereto, which il
be at all interfered with, evon
ms" the heads of other dispenmtiom,
“CEPL 0 ausint if needy be.
Muestionably there remaine

the severn! dispensations preceding
this; and while it may be completed
during the perioi of this dspensn-
tion, yet that labor will be directed
by those whose right it 1a to dictate
by virtue of the authority still held

inay have passed away centiries ago.
Joseph says, Journal of Dlscourses,
Vol. vi, page 238: ““All these anthori-
tative characters will comedown and
join hand in hand in bringing about
this work. We thercfore conclude
that an authority once conferred fs
always retained untll the Iabor
necessary to be performed un fer that
authority shall have been fully com-
pleted.

For instance, Joseph Smith held
poseesalon of the platea no longer
{ thnn was necessary to transiate the
{ record which they contained. They
were then delivered to their former
custodian Moroni, whostill has them
in his keeping. 1t appears that the
twelve A postles whom Jesuachose in
Palestine have not finished their
mission; for in September, 1880, the
Lord said to Joseph the Seer: ““And
again, verily, verily, I say unto you,
anl it hath gone forth in a firm
decree by the will of the Father,
that mine aposties, the Twelve
which were with me in my ministry
at Jerusalem, shall stand at my
right hand at the day of my coming
in a pillar of fire, being olothed with
i robes of righteousness, with crowns
| upon their heads, in glory even as 1
am, to judge the whole house of
Tsracl, even as many as have loved
me and kept my commandments,
and none elsc.?!

This is in accordance with the
promise Jesus made to His diciples
previous to His death {Matt. xix,
28). Elijah still holds the keys of
the sealing power, though he him-
self has conferred this authority
upon others, as Moss stitl holda the
keys of the gathering, although ho
has appeared at two distinet times
to confer the keya of this power-—
once in Jesus’ dny and nfterwards
upen Joseph in this dispensation.
Michacl, the Ancient of Days, will
sit to confirm the ncts of the ralers
of these several dispensations, and
to make the finnl awards, when the
work pertaining to each dispensa-
Lion shall haye been fully completed,
and not belore.

We are now living.in what is
!termed the lpst dispensation, at the

head of which the Prophet Joseph
stands. And ns Joseph woa the first
o receive every manifestation, rov-
elation, key of power, and authority
l of the Holy Priesthood, why should

by them, although they themselves |

| wrrection from the grave, and thus

| be prepared to resurrect his breth-!
|ren? Elders in Isrnel and all falth-

| rulBaints are anxtously anticipating-
this gloriousa time, which we all be

believe is very nigh, thouyh the ex:

nct period has not been rovealed to

the Church. It s belioved by many

that His resurrection will be simui-!
taneous with the coniing of Christ,

because of the promises male con-

cerning thore who had previously

been sleeping in their graves. But

this need not necessarily be, seelny

that the keys of the resurrection can

be used at any time to bring fromn

their graves all those whoso resur~

rection becomer crsentinl for any

purpose whatever; niore especially

the head.or ruler of the dispensation '
of the fulness of times,

Wheneover it hecomes necessary
for Joseph to be resurrected—not to
minister again to the common nrl-
titude, as he did during his mortal
life, but to direct his brethren in
those labors so needful to be per-
formed for the accomplishment of
the great work of the last lnys—the
grave wlil be powerless to hold him
longer, and he will appear In Tem-
ples and other places to the great
Jjoy of those who are svorthy to come
into his presence and listen to his
volce. Then will bu revealed n
power ns pertaining to the redemp-
Ition of Zion, that cven the Latter-
{ day SBaints as a whole wot not of;
while the revelations coneerning the
dead will make manifest such a
stupendous labor to be performed,in
theh behnlf as to demand the erce-
tion of many Temples In vartous -
parts of the land for the recelving of
ordinances for the vast multitude
who are awaiting thelr redemption.

The fnsplration which particlarly
rested npon Joseph durlng the lafter
purt of his life wns concerning the
dead. After mingling with thom so
long in the spirit world, that same
inspiration will necessarfly be in-
creased amwong those who still re-
main, when he shall make known
to what extent the Gospol has heen
received by thom, and their desire
to have the ordinances vienriously
administered. In view of theew
things [ am led to ask myself, ““Aro
we prepared for Joseph’s resurree-
tion so as to be ready to responl to
the demnnds that will bo made upon
vg, both of our time and our means,
to earry on the grent work of the re-
| demptlon of the llving and the dend,
and also the redemption of the land
of Zon?*?

We wish next to speak upon
another great and importantievent




