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DISCOURSE

Delivered In the Tabernacle, Salt Lake
Clty, Bunday afterncon, May
8th, 1598 by
ELDER ORSON ¥. WHITNEY.

I realjze, my brethren and sisters, the
rcaponsiblilty of the position that one
occupies who is ealled to be a teacher,
even temporarily, to the Latter-day
Saints, snd I feel the need of depend-
ing upon God thls afternoon for what
I shall say. I pray for His Holy Spirit,
that it may Inapire the words which
shall be spoken; that nothing may he
paid that ought not to be sald, and
that nothing may be left unsatd that
should be spoken.

It is a great misslon that rests upoh
men to be made teachers in the midst
of their fellow men, I am now think-
Ing of three great teachers whom God
sent forth to teach His truths to man-
kind—truths that perhaps have be-
come so familiar to us that they seem
Lke an oft-told tale, but which were
strange and startling to the genera-
tion to which they were first dellvered.
These three teachers I regard as prob-
ably the greatest that ever camge forth
trom God. They are Moses, Jesus
Christ, and Jogeph Smith. An fnvesti-
gation of the truths they taught will
fully warrant the deciaration that 1
make concerning them.

There {8 no question among Christ-
{ans as to the pre-eminence of the
Great Teacher—the greatest of all—even
Jesus Christ, our Lord. It is con-
ceded by all who believe in Him that
He spake as never man spake. And
many there be who accord to the
Prophet Mos=es greatness and eminence
as a teacher. It is recognized that
the Ten Commandments which God
gdve through him are the basis of
modern jurisprudence. But when it
comes to Joseph Smith, the Prophet
of the last dispensation, a smile of in-
eredullty, perhaps of scornm, wreathes
many a face at the bare suggestion that
he was a teacher, and a great teacher,
come from God.

But let us judge the tree by Its fruitas.
Men do not gather grapes of thorns,
or fies of thistles. Jesus Christ lald
this down as a prineciple by which all
men mlght be tested: "By thelr frults
ye shall know them:" not by idle ru-
mors. not by the slanders of their ene-
mies, but by what the men themaelvens
teach, by the truths, or errors, they
bring forth, by the works they make
manifest; for, sald He, "A good tree
cannot bring forth evil fruit, nelther
ean a corrupt tree bring-forth geod
fruit. * * * ‘Wherefore by their
frults shall know them.” We who are
the discipies of Joseph Smith, or
rather, the disclples of the Son of God
through the teachings of Joseph 8mith,
are perfectly willing that his life and
character, hls teachings and his worka
should be submitted to this divine test.
Judge Joseph Smith by the doctrines
he epnunciated, by the nobllity of his
charatter, by the sineerity of hia life,
by the earnestness and honesty of his
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tions. Do not judgc him by jdle tales
and rumors. Look at the man him-
self: take his teachings nnd his works;
and judge him and them by the light
that lighteth every soul that God has
sent fnto the world.

First, however, let us apeak of Moses,
In what consisted the greatness of his
teachings? A Eglance at the conditlon
of the world in hls time is sufficient to
show this. He it was who brought
to man the knowledge of the true
and living God, Men had been
worshipping varlous deitleg {n the na-
tlons round about, Away off In Indla
they worshiped the god Brahma, and
saw in all the forcea of nature and all
the passions of men, good and evil, so
many separate and distinet manifes-
tations of the one god, Brahma. God
was in everything, and these manifes-
tatlons of natural power were manifes-
tations of delty—a doctrine that mod-
ern philosophy would call the "imman-
ency of God,"” who

“YWarms in the sun, refreshes In the

breeze,

Glows in the stars and blossoms In the
trees;

Lives through all life, extends ‘through
all extent,

Spreads undivided, operates unspent,”

But was thisa & God that men could
get very near to? Could they appre-
ciate such a divinity and worahip him
in a satlsfactory manner? Could the
vearning soul of man, longing to draw
near to its maker, feel that such a
divinity as this was Its Father In hea-
ven? Down In Egypt they were wor-
shipping beasts and reptiles—the ox,
the goat, the crocodile, the beetle.
These to the Egyptlans were gods, oy
shrinee which the gods Inhabited,
who hand come down to the earth to
watch mankind. Such was the rever-
ence pald by these anclent people to
these deitles that when one of the
anlmals died it was regarded as a na-
tlonal calamity and the goat or the ox
WaSB bu]ledwlth costly and magnificent
ceremonies. Tt I= supposed that one
nf the secretas of the hatred of the
Egyptians for the Israelites was bhe-
cause the latter were shepherds and at
times slew the fatlings of thelr flocks.
In Phoeniéla, round about the land of
Canaan, towards which Moses wan
about to tead the Children of Israel,
who had just emerged from Egyptian
hondage—they worshipped the Aun as
Raal, and the moon a8 Ashtoreth;they
also worahipped the stars, the seasons
and the forces of nature. Evervihing
tn sight was a god—for polytheiam pre.
valled there—and they worshipped
these divinities with all manner of
lteentiousness. You remember, the
worsh|p of Baal and Ashtoreth was the
great seductive Influence that prevailed
at times against the Children of Israel
and led them away from the worship
of Jehovah.

quch were the ideas prevalling In
these three centera of religlous thought
and Pphilosophy when Moses the man
of God. came forth. He proclaimed
thene practices, this idolatry.
You must not wor-

vou, LVE

ship the sun, or the moon, or any ob-
ject In nature, These are the creations
of God, they are not the Creator. You
must worshlp God Iln heaven, the in-
visible Jehovah, the Eternal Father,
the Maker of heaven and of earth,
who created man In His likeness,in His
Image, male and female, Lift your
thoughts above the visible things of
life. Walk not by sight, but walk by
falth, and belteve in God and trust in
Him, although you do not see Him. '
This was the substance of the teach-
ing of Moses regarding the personality
of God, He taught them that the be-
ing they were to worship had ereated
man In His own Image. That was not
the sun, nor the moon, nor the trees,
nor the flowers. It meant that God was
in the form of man; for if he had creat-
¢d man In His own image, He Himseclf
must be {n the image of man.

This was the great service that
Moses rendered to mankind. It is an
olq song, an oft-told tale to us who
have inherited this knowledge even by
tradition from the earliest times, and
have had it restored to us in thess
latter times. We cannot half appre-
clate, except by a great effort of im-
agination, the ‘value of the service
rendered by Moges, the Prophet of God,
when he taught men whom they were
to worship.

Jesus Christ taught the same truth.
He had been speaking of the Father
to Hias disciples, and Phillp said to
Him, *“Lord, show us the Father, and

« th us,” The Savior answered,
“Have I been so long tlme with you,
and yet hast thou not known me,
Phllip? he that hath seen me ath
segn the Father.” Christ was In
the form of a man. Paul tells
us that He was the express likeness
of His Father's person. Here was
a re-enunciation of the same prineiple
taught by Moses, but which had be-
come dim In the minds of men, asa
truth will ever become dim through the
lapse of ages. If we do not take a
course to keep the testimony thereof
alive In our hearta, if we do not llve
near to God, practicing the principles
He has revealed, and if we do not have
among us insplred men to teach us and
remind us continuzlly of the truth.

Any fire will dte out'if it 1a not sap-
plied with fuel. Any lamp wiil be ex-
tinguished if it ia not replenished with
oll. The testimony of the truth, how-
ever miraculously it may have heen
kindled in the human heart, however
brightly it may burn for a time, will
grow dim, will gradually die, and the
living embers will become dead ashes,
{f the works that God has enjoined up-
on us be neglected, if we do not meet
together often, as He has commanded,
and hear His word taught, If we do
not submit ourselves to the discipline
that He has Instituted for the purpose
of renewing and keeping alive our faith,
and If we do not have llving prophets
and oracles of God to guide us, to re.
mind us, to admonlsh us, and to teach
ug anew the everlasting truth. These
things come about very naturally, very
gradually, but surely and inevitably, If



