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DISCOURSE

By Elder ORSON PRATT, De-
livered vn the Tabernacle, Salt Lake
Chty, Sunday afternoon, Feb-
_ruary 4th, 1872, ©

REPORTED BY DAVID W. EVANS,

I WiLL call the attention of this CoOngregas
tiontoa. n of ?pheoy which will be

fousd in the 44th and 45th verses of the 2ad
chapter of the Book of Daniel:

And in the days of these kings shall the
God of heaven set up a kingdom, - which
shall never be dastroged: and the kingdom
shall not be left to other people, but it shall
break in pieces and consume all” these
kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever,

Forasmuch as thou sawest that the stone
was cut ontof the mountain without hands,
and that it brake in pieces the iron, the
brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold: the
great God hath made known to the King
what shall come to pass hereafter: and the

dream 18 cerlain, and the inmterpretation
thereofsure. = | 1OLN '

{ have often,

, in my remarks in formeér
times,addressed the Latter-day Saints upon
these es; but as there are'some stran-
gern in our midst who haye not, perhaps,
eard our views in regard to setting up the
kingdom of God ia the latter times, it ma
not be amiss for us to set forth before them
the views of the Latter-day Saintsin roml.ré
to this prediction. We have, during the
last six thousand years, ormearly so, had
&) wﬁ.gmt variety of human governments
established on the earth, Governments
began to be established in the days of our
first parents, As they lived to be very
aged—or almost a thousand years before
they were taken from the earth, they saw
their children mult.idplying around them in
vastk numbers, and governments begau to
be estsblished. Among those govern-
ments, however, was maintained also the
government of God,—a patriarehal govern-
ment; that continued with the righteous
from the days of Adam down till the days
of Enoch, and for a short period after his
days. This government was patriarchal in
its nature, or, in other words, directed and
dictated by the Creator of man,—the Great
Law-giver. He directed and couaselled bis
seryants, and they obeyed his counsels,, In
other words a diyine government existed
on the earth in those ancient times; but at
length, about the period of the death of
Adam, or a little after, human ments
rooted out of the earth the government of
God: mankind apostatized from the gredt
prineciples which were revealed from h«av-
en, nng all flesh eorrupted its way in the
sight of 'God to that degres that the: just
anger of their Creator was kindled against
them and hedecreed that they should be
swept off - from £he face of the earth by a
fl of waters.  .Again, after this great
destruction, a divine government wias'
organized on the, earth, Noah 'hgl;log ‘the-
great Patriarch, Revelator, and" qu,_
to whom was given Hws” afd {iostic
S KGUILt “Tta, SO} Seowiovtooy ot
ty. 118 ) ever, ,
only Ibrrn short hriod of time; and human
governments vprevailed. The Lerd.
, from. time to time, in the midst of

these human governments, \eck a

ple whe wounld give heed to his law
goverred by him asthe Bainzhﬁthnﬁ.
right to govern; inasmuch as he had creat-
e«f theearth and the inhabitants thereof, he’
had the right to give laws and imstitutions
for overnment of mah. ' But few, inw
d ‘there wera that gave heed to these
divime institutions, The Lodrd; at length,
called out a people from Elipt,‘ and took
upen Mrl{ he power an Ve reveia-
el e R i M
wonderful manner, He came down
a1 pegole, b gr4oThola awes (e Hedrd
and people, , aws; they
those ln’gr]u-’fprﬁ‘eﬁlméﬂ’ogomvﬁuun Sinai,
Male and female, old an ’mg, through-

mg'. >

out 4ll’ the Hosts of had :the
opportunity " of  learni:
ino t:.to  the Jaws of Heaven,
However, they  gquickly ggrr@ied them-
selyes in  the sight of God, and
Moses uﬁ.r rl&lﬂ&hn the ﬁggn , not_being
W e laws w | . kB
and ghich he' ‘igfen ﬁﬁms{f?&
em, they devised institutions of
their own. They gathered together their
jewels, their gold¥wnd their siiver, and so
forth, and ‘bégan to make gods of their own.
for the people to-worship; among w we
have an account of two calves that were
made by Aﬂﬂn,xhﬂ&ﬂ oses was yet in the
monnt, talkir th the Lord and receiving
oracles and laws for the government of
that people, ived these laws,
writfen upon tables of stone, Mogés depart-
| ednn:.o of_thda mnuné, b ) &:ﬂ command of |
God, to go down and v le. The
Lord hlEiD told Moses th.ltﬂnI;u pm cor-
ted themselves, and he went down,
by ﬂmﬁ githnttléail.gﬁioe of the Al 2
rﬂ', . W n an was ﬂi
mllnz ofhe ﬁaopla which I interpret as a
spirit of justice, e found that e{v had
mo _ md_bmgd &;ﬂﬂ bﬁfbrhﬂ Ihan;,
A 8eid: “These be 18, oh israe
that brought thee up out of the land of
However, a revolution was pers
formed in the ‘-ﬁﬂ, of the people, and
Moses in bringing most of
E:“ pee le to #ﬁmmthn they
Their sin, howeyer, was 50 great th

s

satisfi
vea
unto

v the apostles the
m:n&tr—a law b
live,

and
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should not
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was withheld.

may be a little new to strangers, to b
the Latter-day Saints' say that the

people of Israel, But in proof of m
sertion, I will refer you to Paul's d

tion to the Hebrews, wherein
“The g

word preached did not

it.” From this we learn that the children

the law of earnal commandments, The
were not placed under the law whic

exacts an eye for an eve, a tooth for a
tooth, and’ it A

not the first law that was given to Israel,
The law of the Egugel,_thﬂ same gospel that
was taught in t ays of Christ, was given
tztham first, with this one exception—the
children of Tsrael wero uired to look
forward to the coming of their Messiah,and
to the atonement that he should make
upon the cross, that they, by faith in the
future atonement that was to be made,
might be partakers of the blessings of the
gospel.  But having bhardened their hearts
st Moses and against ' God, the Lord
determined to take away this higher law
from the midst of the dren of Israel
and give them a law which is termed Iziy
law of carnal commasad-
whioch they should not
: hﬁfy d have lived by the law of
the_gospel; ""“{ could have entered into
the ]Eor 's rest by that law, even into the

fualness of his glory, but having transgress-

ed the higher law, G ave them an in-
farior law ada'pted!m M carnal capacity.
This law is mentioned in the 20th chapter
of Ezekiel, in these words: Wherefore I
gave them also statutes that were not
judgments whereby they should not
hy is it that the Lord gave to
judgwments, and laws
that were not good? - Because they were
incapable of receiving anything greater or
higher, . He gave them this law as a
schoolmaster, to school them and bring
tbem to the higher law, namely, the law of
Christ, and they continued under this law,
under this condemnalion for a long time,
and the Lord swore in his wrath that they
enter into his rest.in. .conse-
?uﬂnna of . -having ‘broken the higher
law. R S Y

' Moses again went up'Tntd' Mount Sinai
and was gone a sécond (ime fort dayunnci
forty nights, without eédling and drinking,
and received this law, this ¢carnal law that
is generally denominated the law of Moses,

liva.’l’

- upon second tables of stone, the first cove-

nant having been dashed to pieced, or in
other words the first law, the higher

pel contained on the first!
coven

commandments, which
which pertain to the
those carnal laws that I have been s

impossible for

t

such only
gospel,

srael, from timée toti

f&lw before the Most.

were .a _few.
generations
schools of
the higher
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rest, being m %W‘ipirﬁ
not only toprophecy
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about six hundred years before Christ;
of these famili ‘
are the descendants.
this branch of Israel o
Fadab. While they t
Ju 0 in captivity in
Babylon the Lord raised iup %ﬁ], the
Prophet, from whose words I have take
my text, Daniel hid the great privilege
given unto him of knowing concerning
the rise and fall of kingdoms and empires,
of beholding the kingdoms of the:
from his day, down wuntil that
kingdom of God s _
the earth never more 0 be destroyed.
rst, Nebuchadnezzar, the heathen king,

But we will leave
e American con-

first law which the Lord intended to bestow | was
upon them, namely, the law of the gospel,

Now, here is something, perhaps, that
eAr

gospel
of the Son of God was withheld from gl:?a
as-
ara-
: he says,
ospel was preached unfo them in
the wilderness as well as unto us; but the
ed d profit them, not
being mixed with faith in them that heard

of Israel, at first, were not placed under

1 if & man smite thee on the
cheek, turn and regist the eyil. This was

lqi:w of
ROLGS, W 8
‘ _ ovenant broken, and a
néw law, was introduced, Incorporated on
the "second tables of stone were the ten
: _ pertain to the gos-
pél, which werealso on the first tables, In
addition to these - tefi ' eommandments
y Weére many of
<
ing of. By this gecond code of laws it was
_ : to enter into the ful-
ness of celestial glory; in other words they
eould not be redesmied amds Brought into
the presence of the Father and the Son;
hey could not ente¥ inéo the falness of
that rest that was intended to be given to
as obeyed the higher law of the
1y BIYVIOW i : - 200X

. After the days of Moses the c¢hildren of _
corrupted them- | silver,’” «Lhat is the Medo-Persian king-
| gh; they would | dom. . S .
not abide even in the lower law; but there | inferior, ealled the kingdom of brass, for-

d the warious | asmuch as gold

5??‘ ol ad. YroRheta,
which® receiv were to suces
W, agg?llnod tﬁ’é%ﬂﬂr other, were to be inferior- as time should
blessed of the Lord, _
?nwbtm represented the Macedonian
it of pro-
ng the power
- “b%mjﬂﬂt{w the earth; that is,
o er { aver the . ; Lhat is admilte L illle
h qaemné commentators, to,be the great Roman Em-
to be-

: Six_ hundred years before Christ | senting .the legs, and afterwards
the children of Tsrael, or rather the house
of Judah, that was still left Temdining in-
again -so far |
God that.
“the mouth: of the
destroy that h%refdt
peopie shounk
F!Bah ﬂﬂnt i, bl
ey ALl A ] 19
qé p].au';, ﬁlr:}. the head of gold—the Baby-.
éts, whose name | lonjan
‘ “song, and one or two | arms of silver—
other families fromt the land of Jerusalém
to this - American continent. ~That was

the. American Indians

3 tqthﬂ house, of

earth,
d be establ on | west of the g
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visited by the Almighty in a heavenly
dream, but his dream was taken
from him, and he could not remember it
when he awoke. He called for the wise
men of Babylon—the astrologers, sooth-
sayers, magicians and the wisest men that
could be found, reqnesting tham to .tell
him his dream,and then give him the inter-
pretation of it, The dream left a deep im-
Ermiun on the mind of this great heathen
ing, and he believed that it was some-
thiong of great importance, but still it eould
not be remembered. .

I wili here remark, by the way, that the
heathen nations in those days were not so
far corrupted, and had not so far aposta-
tized from the religion of heaven but what
they believed in dreams and in revelations,
and thought there might be something con-

turethat would be advantageous to under-
stand, © What man, at this day, at this en-
lightened era, among the Christian nations,
is 80 mear to the Lord as to acknowledge
new revelation as - did Nebuchadnezzar?
Far bave they fallen beneath the standard
of heathen idolators! ‘
King Nebuchadnezzar was so earnest in
regard to this matter that he gent forth a
decree that unless the wise men of Baby-
lon would iaterpret to him his dream and
also tell the dream itself, he would destro
the whole of them. I suppose he had not
much confidence in tham,nm}:mnuaqg‘fnﬂ;
Mg Tata —d kL
gorg:.lr: 1“9.32‘;3 Entt Fﬁ confidence in thelr
interpretations. en Daniel heard of the
decree of the king, to destroy all the wise
men, he sent in a request that the king
would not be quite 80 hasty in his mees«
ures, but give him a little time, d
which he and his fellows besought the
of heaven that théy 'might know concern-.
ing the dream and the interprefation there-
of. The Lord heard the prayers of his ser-
vants and revealed to Daniel concerning the
dream, and also gave him the interpreta~
tion. -'Dunlal requested to be brought before
his majesty the king, and he promised to
give the dream and the interpretation. He
was brought in before him, and addressed
him in language something like the follow-
ing: “‘The wise men, astrologers, sooth-
sayers, magicians, &c., can not interpret
thﬂt dream, O King, neither is there any

wisdem in methat I can; but there is a
God in heaven who ig able to give the in-
terpretation thereof, .- Thou, O King, arta

king of kings, and the God of heaven hath
given thee a kingdom, 'and dominion,
over-  all. the . nations., . Thou arf
a part.- and ' portion ' of .the. dream;
or, in-,eother words, you reprasent a
lﬂm of the dream ‘you had. bou, O
1 'This image’'s head was of fine b
breast and the arms of silver, the belly and
| .the thighs of brass,the legs were of iron,the
feet were part of iron-and part of ' pot-
ter’s elay.’ Thou sawest until that a stone
was cut out of the mountain without hands,
which smote the image upon the feet that
‘was part of iron and part-ofl clay, and
brake them to pieces, then was the iron,
the clay,the silver,the brass and the gold al
broken to pieces together,and becams like
the chaff of the summer threshing floor.
and the wind carried them away, and there
was no place found for themy but .the stone
that smote the image became . ,%oag
mountain and filled the whole earth.. :
mmﬁ&m -Oa, then gi?:a tﬁﬂiﬂtﬂ 9
tations . “Thow, O King, art this head ol
gold.” That is, the kingdom of Nebuchad-

represented by the breast. and the arms. of

After that another, kingdom. still

e ey G
| cious n brass, ese | .
domtﬁ:&mmm fucceed eac

pass along.  Thethird kingdom, of |
o ﬂmi_rﬂfm

after that another kingdom, great and_ter-
rible, whose legs were. of iron, strong and.
powerfal. ‘Thet kin bore rnle

mitted, by all

ire, and by and by

division of the
man empire into two

divisi repre-.
toes, 1 shall not th. l:ul.l'ig
feet and o L shall not go through an
bring . up historical facts to, show the
particular divisions that grew out of the
Roman empire, but will meérely state that
the present modern hinjgdmnn. of Europe
that - hayve grown out from the Roman

|

great and - powerfal empire of Rome; that
~and makes the image com-

pire; second, the breast and
the. Medo-.Persian empire;
third, the belly and thighs ef brass, the
Macedonian Kingdem; fourth, the eat
Roman empire representad by the two legs
of iron, the eastern and the western em-
pires of Rome, Afferwards a division of
the Roman, empire into feet and ' toes,

ﬁ??gﬁmﬂinl §;111'1 the modern Eaoropean

those governments that
ve grown out of the European govern-
ments located in North and South Amer-.
1ﬁﬂ- ES . - : .
| . Da we wish ' to understand the geograph-
ipﬁapoal tion of the great image? _gIL'ila ﬁg,
‘we must consider the head located in Asia;
the breast and thg:.m}u né;ﬂger pi:l' llﬁo
| onian Empire, the
belly and i’:tmitétll westward;
the legs of iron and the modern kingdoms

¥ | with

the

‘that God Almighty has seat down
‘heaven in the latter times, ii will leave all

, sawest and :bebheld a great image. }
s - 1d lﬁla

nezzdr, that bore rule oyver all the earth,
was - considered .~-the - head . 11'1 . gold..
‘A fter thee shall come- : ngdom

empire represent the last vestiges of thaf |'sowith the kingdoms of
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composing the feet and loes, part of iron
and part of - clay, as extending throughout
Europe atid branching across the At ¢
Ocean, and extending from the East Sea
even tothe West, from the Atlantic unto the
Pagific. This will constitute the loeation
of the qm'atimnge, running westward,
The image being now mmﬂ:te, all that
we need now is to find something that will
raiprﬂnht the stone cut out of the mountain
without bands, something distinet en
from the image, having no fellowship wit
it, that has not grown ottt of it, and that
has no authority that comes from it, but a
distinet and entirely separate governnient
that should be established in some moun-
tain. ““Thou sawest until that a stone was
cut ont of the mountain without hands.”

_ | Wbat : _ |
tained within them that related to the fu. | shall that stone do?. It.ahall smite

the image upon the feet and toes., Not
upon the head, at first, not upon the breast
and armsof silver, not upon the belly and

thighs of brass, not upon the modern -

kingdoms of Europe thathave grown out
of the legs of iron, but shall smite upon
the feet and toés of the great image; there

.i8 where i} is to commence its attack.

_| Now let us inquire, for a few moments,
how or in what manner this kingdom,
called the stone cut out of the mountain,
commences this severe attack., Is it to be
weapons of a carnal nature, with
sword in hand and weapons of warfare to

AT 5 1nd' ek ke kingdoms or gov-
nected with the kingdom or stone cut
out of the mountain withont hands is a
power superior. to that of carnal weapons—
power of ftruth, for the Kingdom of
God cannot be organized on the earth
withount truth being sent down from hea-
yen, without authority being given from
the Most High; withont men again be-
ing called to the hely priesthood, and
apostleship, and sent forth to publish the
truth in its naked simplicity and plainness
to the inbabitants of the earth, This truth
will be the weapon of warfare, this author-
ity and power, sent down t’mm heayen,
will go forth and will prociaim the message
of the everlasting gospel, the gospel of the
latter-day kingdom, publishing it firsé
among the nations tbat compose the feet
and toes of the great image. Will they be
broken to pieces? Yes, when this message
is published to them. When they are
Bnlgciﬂutly warned, when the seryants of
God have gone forth in obedience fo his
commandments, and published in their
towns, villages, cities; states and governs
ments: these sacred and holy prineciples
om

people, nations and tougues, that hear the
gospel, and._ the

Prll‘?ciplaa' -and. 1messsge

ertaining to that kingdom, without any’
Exﬂujﬁ. it will be a warning that willbe
everlasting on the one hand, or on the

otheryeither to the bringing of-the paopla
{o repentance,reformation and ebedience
to the gospel of the kingdom, or the jadg-«
ments whieh are predicted.in this pw&hec?
of Daniel will be poured out upon the fieads
of those nations and Kingdoms, and they
will beeome like the chail’ of .the summer
threshing floor, even. all those kingdoms
that compose the great .imnﬁfé for. be. it
known that the remnants of. the Babylon-
ish: kingdom, represented by the head of
gold, still exisé: in . Asia; the remnants of
the silver hingdnm, of the brass kingddm,
and the kiagdom of .iron still havs thelr
existence; but when the Lor L Lmighty
shalt fulfill this prophecy, the toes and
féet and Jegs of .iron o
all: these kingdoms, will
pieces; and they will b _

of the summer thrashinﬁ
will. carry them away an

found for them, . L abaty o
| +This p eey of Daniel will give a true
understandiong of the, matier o our  wise

e broken in

'

men and statesmen, and all who desire to
know the future destiny of the American
‘government, the Euru?aan governmendts

and all the kingdoms of the earth. Theair
‘destiny is total destruction from our earth,
‘no'matter how, great or powerful tcey may

'become. :Though our nation may gras
‘on phe right hand and on theleft; thoug
it may annex the British posséssions, and

extend its dominions to the south and
grasp the *hn:e of this great wealern
‘hemisphere, although our nation shall
become as powerful in
‘extant of territory, its destiny is foretold
‘in the saying of the prophet Daniel, ““They
shall become like the chaff of the summer
‘threshing floor, the wihd shall carry them
away and no place shall be fouad for
them,” So'with the kina}nms of Europe,

esfern Asiaand
'; tern Europe. | hiel

| ?nn?nb; i:ﬁn ':ﬁ{t rules on high, who is

- “Let us now say a few words in regard fo
this stone”which shall be cut but of the
mountaing withouthands, Now'there must
‘be something very pecaliar in regard to
the erganization of the latter-day kingdom
that is never to be destroyed. All these
other governments that I'have named haye
been the production of haman hands; that
is,of hnman ingenuity, human wisdom,the
power of uniuspired men has been exerted
to the uttermost in the establishment of hu-
man governments, consequently all has
been done by human ingenuity and power.
Not so with the little stone, Man has
nothing to do with the organization of that
kingdom. Hear what the Prophef has
said: “In the days of these kings the God
of heaven uhul%ngt up a kingdomd.’" 1 is
nut-mtlﬂe done yl;;:_mm n;aimn_m: ‘l'g?hf'
or by the wisdom of man, neither :
¢ 6 the swords Batdf is to be

reat image, o’
ecome like the chaff

floor; the wind_
no place will be.
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