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WASHINGTON, 5.—It was finally
agreed to print 1,500 copies.

|

Spencer introduced a bill to es-}

tablish a Territory of the Black,
Hills and provide a temporary gov-
ernment; tabled until committees
were appointed.

By a striet parly vole of 39 to 22,
" it was agreed to take up Edmunds’
‘resolution ordering an inquiry into
tha late elections in the southern
States, The resolution was nfodi-
‘ fied so as to extend the inquiry
_the election of 1874, s o
+ . The President’s message was then
referred as usual. PRS-
- Other amendmenta w :

and the first resolution, 8 rizing
a committee to 'inq . the
elections in South Carolina, ' .
gia, Alabama, Mississippi, ¥ a
and Louisiana, for 1874, 1875 and

1876, was agreed to.

The second resolution authori-
‘zing the employment of
graphers, etc., was agreed to.

The third resolution, about dero-
sitions, was also agreedit |

Ydmunds said tosmorrow ' ke
would move to congider. the jolnt
resolution respecting the count of
the electoral vote reported by the
election committee in May last.

Merryman ipntroduoced a bill
changing the time of presidential
elections and counting the vwvote.
Ordered printed and referred to the
election commiltee. It provides
for the election in October, and the
me«ing of the electoral college in
Jamia y following, ! |

WaAsHINGTON, 6.—The standin
comimiltees were annetunced, an
all the bLills &c., hildyrio presented
propeily referred.

Withers ealled ujy tiis resolution
asking the President toexplain the
presence of federal soldiers in Pe-
tersburg on electi v lay.

Withers said the purpose of the
resolution was to discover whether
the troops were geL lawlully.or un-

lawfully. ohat B
fromn the Revised
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Thurman read
Statutes to shew tnat burden of
proof rested. on the Fresident as to
the legality of sending the troops.

Logan asserted the entire legality
“of the proceeding, and that the
troops in no wise interfered with

the election. s |

Thurnian referred to the English
laws which forbid the stationing of |
troops within a mile of any pelling
place on election day.

Logan ridiculed this doctrine,
and held that the statute meant
the troops should not be used for
intimidation on election day.

Withers, at the reatmat. of Logan,
modified his resolution making it
a respectful ﬁquum e President
to state whether -_
stationed in Petersburg
day, and if so, unde
ity and for , purpose. _
Sargent, in his reply to the refe _
rence -of iy _Enoglish law, | jo
said theé 8 in England furn~| go
ished no p 1 fo the elections in

the southern States. England

the rights of both sides were pro-|
teﬂbei- | | e
The resolution was then agreed|b e
to. o~ Bl Ay | presidenti r, Tilden will
The Chair présented the Presi-|receive ve r aid the from
dent’s message and accompanying | actibn of " The state~
ing do ?en_l_:a. and moved that it of -Co was
be printed and laid on the table. | preparing 1 with this subject
~ WASHINGTON Johnston ar-| has received additional s cance
gued that the and House| from the theory developed .
were acting und Joint rules|by a prominent member of the

every day. They could not trans-
act business without them. The
authority to appoint conference
committees came from the jeint
rules,
. After further debate the ques-
tion ?m:ld daeiai%% of the chair was
sustalned—ye ys 4. |
WVASHIHH;%'; ' The " Housé
bill, appropriating $21,000 for de-
fraying the expenses of the gpecial
committees investigating the south-
ern elections, passed, with an
amendment agpropriating $50,000
for similar expenses of the Bﬂ’l
election committee under the reso-
lation of Edmunds, “ ' «
Bogy presented a report of the.
democratic commifiee which at-
tended the Louisiana returning
board canvass. . &1y
Objection being masade to the
printing on the ground that it was
irregularly- presented, and did not
i:;:.me junder tt}m (lig:les, after de-
ate, it was deci that Y,
Stevenson and MeDonald nggld
prepare a membrial, embracing the
paper, and it could be printed. .
Withers intro@uced a bhill for {he
relief of owners and purchasers of

| Cochran was appointed vice Sten-

appo
committee vice Garfield excused.

ate]’

land sold for‘direct taxes in insur-
rectionary States. Referred.

. The joint resolution proposing
an amendment to the constitution
concerning the electoral count was
read. A

HOUSE.

WASHINGTON, 9.

Phe clerk then read the Presi-
dent’s Inessage, which, with accom-
nying documents, were ordered
inted in 'Ea.:nphlat form, and re-
ferred to the Committee of the
hole on the state of the Union.
The BSpeaker announced as a
seléet committee on Louisiana,
Mortisen, Jenks, M¢cMahon, Liynde,
Blackburn, Meade, House, Phelps,
New, Ross, Townsend, Danford,
Hurlbu = f’ Ills., Crapo and Joyee.
Ou  Florida, Thompson, Debolt,
ngﬂpﬁ: Hopkins, Garfield and
Dunne| On South Carolina,

make it certain that the catastrophe
ranks amouog the most fatal of the
kind ever recorded. According to
the statements of all the parties who
profess to know anything as to the
origin of the fire, it began on the
slage. The business manager says
the piece of canvass of which the
trees, etc., were made, was broken
from its fastenings and hung from
the flies, immediately over one of
the border lights, near the centre
of the stage. The canvass had be-
gun to smoulder and the paint on
it to crackle,and the carpenter was
directed to ascénd to one of the
grooves and remove the dangercus
object.: Heé could barely reach it
with his hand; and he drew it
hastily up; the  rapid motion
through the air of the half~ignited
and highly inflavaniable ecanvass
caused it to burst into a flame,
which rapidly spread to the adjoin.
ing material, equally snsceptible,
All efforts to extinguith the flames

er excused. :
© WASHINGTON, 6.—Senator Sher-
man’s report to the President on
%:;Lnniahnt affairs wnahmadh }‘.ha
ker requesting such reading
before the members vote on it.
Pending action, Woodburn was
ed on the Florida select

After discussion, the Bpeaker de-
cided that the members ecould be
required to vote on this paper be-
fore being read as it was in the na-
ture of information and & step to
wards correct legislation. il
.. 'The reading of Sherman’s report
;nd others occupied nearly an

our.

J{who were in the

| horrible.

were abortive, and tlf carpenter
had to retire to save his own life,
The scene in the gallery after the
alarm was raised is described as
something horrible even to eon-
template. _

The description given by persoms
gallery of ‘the
Brooklyn Theatie at the time of
the disaster is heartrending and

E
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Alfred A. Jones gives the follow-
ing account of the scene: I was
seated next to the front row, but
seeing that something was wrong
on the stage I moved up to the en-
trance of the tier; while my back

Wood expressed surprise at such
a message from the I'resident. It
was extraordinary and unprece-
dented. The President, despite his
eight years’ experience, had seen
proper to send to. the House this
unauthorized eommunication from
persons with no official position,
The President’s only motive must
be to suggest that the House had |
authority to ipstitute a careful’ in-
quiry into the presidential eleetion
in advance of the regular presenta-
tion of the great subject. He ob-
jected to the mesa.a.ﬁa' as partisan.
His first impulse had been to move
that the document be returned to
the President. He now moved
that it be laid on the table with
the accompanying documents,

Hoar said his side desired to de-
bate the subject, but being unde-
batable, Wood’s motion was adopt-
ed—1563 to 90. A party vote.

|

WASHINGTON, 7. — A resolution, | P®

offered by MeCreary for the ap-
pointment of a joint committee in
reference to the decision of the
question of the presidential election,
was referred to the judiciary com-
mittee.

WASHINGTON, 11.—The Speaker
anneunced t appointment of
Clymer, of Pennsylvania, to fill the
sy in the committee on ap-

ations caused by Randall re-

he | We're all safe, if you’ll only be or-

al college, that the unex-
pectedly sharp tone of Seymour’s
w on taking the chair, is a
preface to a simjlar argument to
be made by Conkling in the United
States Senate. |
“The Herald's editorial says the
regular certificates ;ﬁ:iuh will be
forwarded to tlie President of the
Senate, and authenticated® by the
governors of the several states, give

185 votes for Hayes and Whkeeler |

and 184 for Tilden and Hendricks.
On the face of the certificates
Hayes is, therefore, elécted.. We
jp? e it possiblej that this result
will stand; at all events the burden
of proof is nowon the side of the
democrats, with the prima jacie
case against them, but whatever
may comeafterward, it is altogether
probable that Mr. Hayes will be
the next president.

Dion Boucicault gives $500 to the
Brooklyn sufferers. A 1! .ther popu-
la.r'ip.cturs are ready tu give,

The'dimensions cf yhe awiul cala-
mity which has befallen the eity of
Brooklyn, and the consequent loss
of life, have net' yet "been realized;
|enough is known, hewever, to

|
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- | shall never forg

| one after another, and the strongest

whas turped, shrieks were heard and
the mass of people in the gallery
arose in wild confusion. I cannot
describe the scene as it was.  They
were climbing over the seats, grip-
ping each other by the clothes and
struggling frantically to get ahead
of ene another. 1 saw one man
smash a  fellow in the face who
would not yield to him in the pas-
sage, and a big, powerful woman
tore her way through and came
toward me with scarcely any
clothes on her back, and with
bloed streaming from her nostrils,
Two decent looking boys got to-
gether in the front: row, and ‘1 saw
them clambering over the seats
and squeezing their bodies through
the crowd; one of them was thrown
down, and the other turned and
called bim wildly by name. I got
down among the first that escaped
and ddid not wait to see what hap-
ned. | |

A tall, stout man, who said he
was a truckman, gave a very vivid
description of the scene when the
uproar began. Hesaid: I was seat-
ed in the aisle about the middle of
the gallery and three or four seatls
from the front. I neversaw any-
thing like it. All the people in the
gallery seemed to be crowding one
on top of another, There were
men there who seemed perfectly
frantic. The yells and shrieks I
ever forget to my dying day.
“My wife is dowa stairs,” one man
cried out, *“let me get her out.

derly.” At the same time, howev-
ér, he was making the most strenu- |
ous eflorts to get through the
throng. The weakest went down

rushed recklessly over them. I
could actually hear the bones
cracking as the men jumpedon the
writhing, struggling, helpless mass
‘benéath them. The cries that as~
cended “amid the uproar were
heartrending. ‘* My God, have
mercy om me,” one voice re-
peated several times. One man
managed to crawl from a heap of
prostrafe bedies, but the struggling
throng rushed against him, and he
spun around toward me and fell
almost at my feet, I tried to lift
him, but he groaned once or twice
and gave a few gasps, and all was
over. When I saw it was to be life
or death I made for the door. All
I’ve beentelling took place in afew
secondg; but there is a picture in
my mind'I eeuld not paint. When
I got out I walked over bodies three

-

They were thrusting and tearing
one another withjtheir hands, and,
worse than that, as I will tell you
directly,seats were piled with pros-
trate human beings, and as success-
ful'strugglers forced their way over
the gasping forms that lay all
around, the others who had beén
crushed to insensibility fell as they
lost the support ef the living.
There was nothing for it but for
myself and some others who had
waited to walk over the piles of
dead bodies on the floor. They
were slippery with blood. . Hands
and feet were protruded here and
there, which showed that life was
still in some of them. By this time
the smoke was dense and the rush
and shouting from the lower part
of the house were terrible, I and
some others managed to get to the
stairway, and we went down in a
mas3, how, I could not tell you.
This that I have been describing
took place in less than two min-
utes. One man who got out in the
crowd just before me showed me
his arm which had been bitten al-
most to the bene.

A. M. Palmer, one of the lessees
of {the theatre, gives: the fullowing
statement of tEIO number of peisons
in the Theatre on Tuesday evening:
405 persons in the upper gallery;
300 persons in the dress circle; 250
persens in the paiquette; ZI actors |
speaking tothe peoplej £0 supernu-
meraries; 10 ‘stage hands; 12 musi-
cians; tolal 1,018; or, including
dressers and other subordipates, in
all about 1,050 persens. A faultin|
the construction of the burnt build-
ing, and one of which there is rea-
son to believe the dreadful loss of
life in the gallery is, in a large
measure attributable, was the use
of the painted eloth for the ceiling.
The canvass caught easily, and
burned rapidly; of course the flames
followed it to the ventilator at the
top, making the dome a funnel of
fire right over the heads of the peo-
ple in the gallery. It seems more
than probable that the smoke and
fire, in the midst of which they
were thus placed, destroyed the
lives of many persons who might
else bave aaauped.!bd :

W hat are accepted as the bodies|
of the two actors are simply twe
black cinders. Around the trunk
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wind. The people were

of the 400 or 500 in the
out.

——

2re  paniec.
o -the  stairs were
falling, and for @Wd’s sake for some
one to let them out. Not over
seventy-five people got out; pérhaps
fifty women were in the gallery.
Charles Adams testified that he
first saw the fire from the dres
circle, in the scenery on the left
corner of the stage. He described
the first alarm and the actor’s ap-
peals;finally Mr, Studléy said, “Go
niclziy,” and  they rushed out,
itness was knocked down' once,
Saw several ladies knockéd down,
Everybody wasin a pafiic asd the
crowd rushed over prostrate’ wo-
men. If the audience had ' been
requested to leave quietly when
the fire first broke out, they might
all have been saved., Witnes
thought some failed to get out of
the dress circle. He heard no stairs
break. "ahquiage - 3 |
E. M. Richardson was in the
gallery when_the panic occurred,
When the alarm was given all
rushed for the door. At the first
landing, near the box office, wil-
ness fell on & man who had stun
bled, and it secemed as t 'ough"[anﬁ

stricken, 'cryin

who followed fell on that heap,
The place was dark an% the smoke
came in wvolumes on. his face, but

being acquainted with the stairs,
he got up and found his way out.
He looked back but saw nebady
coming down the gallery stains
after him; they were all piled in a
heap near the box office. The slage
doer was shut, and the panic and
want of better meauns of jexit pre-
venled the people. escaping. He
did not believe one hundred people
gallery got

Chas. Holloway was in the gal
lery, and, after numerous adven-
tures, jumped over the heads of the
people, and was soonr at the ticket
office, He found two piles of wo-
men on the stairs in the dark; a
parently dead. The firé burned h
ear and nearly suffocated him.
Timothy Owen, a stage hand, had
an interestirg escape, making his
way through the underground pas
ssdge to the coal bunk, under the
vement, and suceeded in getting
neath the coal hole, wheref his
rappings attracted ‘the atténtion of

of one was 'a'sooted and scorched
bueckskin undershirt, and beside
the other was & piece of braid, ap-
parently portions of a stage dress.

CoLuMeiA, 8. C., T.~Governor
Chamberlain, to-day, took the oath
of office as governor, in the State
House,before Probate Judge Boone,
a joint resolution repealing the law
that the oath should be taken be-
fore the Chief Justice or Associate
Justice having been passed previ-
ously. The inauguration was over
before it was known in the ecity,
and only the parties admitted by
the authorities witnessed the cere-
mony. ‘A company of troops wére
stationed in the lower corridor, and
the constabulary guarded the en-
trance, l

Gov. Chamberlain, in his ad-

dress,denounced the conduct of the|
democratic campaign as a bratal
outrage, depending on fraud, pros-
cription, intimidation and murder.
Hampton had said that he held
not only the peace of the State, but
his (Chamberlain’s) life in his
hands. Thus he did not doubt his
life could be easily taken, btut noth-
ing could make bhim abate his hat-
red to the oppression and enslave-
ment of the people of South Caro-

lina.

General Hampton issued a ecard
to the public to-day, referring to
Chamberlain’s elosing remarks in

his inaugural address:

‘I pronounce this statement in-
famously false. [ by my renewed
exertions have endeavored to pre-
serve the peace of the State, and
I have thus contributed to shield
from popular indignation one who
has proved himself a disgrace to
his rank and a traitor to his trust.
His _conscience may ‘wake him
tremble, but neither I nor the men
with whom I act countenance the

|

or four deep. |

Phillip Manser was among the
very last to get out of the gallery.
He gives the following account of
the calamity: I got in the front
row near the stage, I saw the fire
from the very first. AsI looked up
tothe gallerythe scene was the maest
terrific. any one could conceive.
Men and boys were tearing one
over another, and the shrieks
and oaths were awful. One man
clambered upon the heap and was!
spun round and round on the heads
{ of the throng,and was flang with a
crash, I could distinetly hear,
against the back of the gallery.
Every one was for himself, and

hand of the assassin.,’ il |
(Signed) “WADE HAMPTON.” |

BROOKLYN, 8. — Before Marshal T
Keady, John Boyle testified that
he was in the gallery when the
alarm was given. About one hun-
dred got out before he did. He tes-
tified that the fire broke out in the
flies over the stage. Murdock re-
guested all to be seated. He saw
a number sit down, and saw flakes
of fire falling on the stage, He
thought fit was part of the play,
He started out when it in-
cresged. Some one fell over him,
and then twenty-five or thir-

out.

the bystanders, who helped hifrih

Harry 8. Grifﬂth.whn was in the

dress cirele with his wife, writes to
‘fire marshal Keady, saying “‘We

were the last to leave our seats
We fried to escape by a doorway in
the corner nesr where we were sit-
ting, over which were the words
‘Exit to Johuson Street.” We wen
driven back by the smoke and fir
that was making its way through
the partition, and when we turned
around to go towards the main en
trance all the {people in the dres
circle {had got into the lobby. We
had ne difficuity in getting into the
lobby, but fouad it was blocked,
and could get no farther.” At tha
moment we were overwhelmel
with smoke; after being nearly suf
focated, we escaped. I' am’ sure
that there was no one ‘in the dres
circle behind us, and with ‘the ex
ception of a female lying on the
stairs, and ever whom I fell in com
ing ;down, there were no female
above the first landing when |
brought my wife down.”

The story to the eflect that some
of the officers of the first precind
of Brooklyn had refused to allow
certain men to escape by meansd
a grating from the basement of the
theatre during the fire, is most em
phbatically contradicted by the
police captain, Smith, and his ser
geants, They say that no men
were rescued through the gratin
in question. They also declare ths
this part of the theatre was searchel
by the firemen after the alarm hal
been given, and was found empty
The following iz the story toll
ll:lg Charles Vine to Fire Marshil
eady, who examined him ia th
hospital—Live at" 8 James Streel
Brooklyn; was 'at the theatre o
the night of the firé; ‘work for Ken
ney & Murphy: can ﬁqtf-’lht@)‘th
theatre whenever I like; am thens
at lezst once 'a week; am well a¢
quaintﬂl 'wiﬂ:; !g;ll -}:hoia theatrt
generally go intoithe gallery; wa
in the gallery on 'T'uesday nighl
When the fire first broke out heat
arumbling noise &t the back of the
stage, Somebody - eried “Riw/
ﬂh]EII Miss Claxton gﬂ the mﬂi ‘g
thg stage said to . people;, ¢
qu?et, there is mo fire.” - At th
same time fire commenced failinf
on the stage. When I saw it fie
pieces were dropping on the stage
As soon 8s the cry of fire was rai
the people rushed to the deor; v

ty tumbled, and “the rush of

men seemed to become wild beasts.

| fire and smoke came like a whirl-

when told by the actors' to be qhit
some sat down again for a moment




