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AMONG THE CHOCTAWS

crossing the hillshilla southeast of01 man
ard we journeyed to Girairfieldfield now a
lone ranch the store and town having
been moved to braggbradge a railroad sta-
tion on the iron MOUDmountaintaiD elders
hooper jeppson and jensenjeneen accom-
panied their saltbait lake visitor part of
the way on his southern trip the latter
two to bring the team back from
smithssmith where we expected to meet
brother S 0 mabry from briartownBriar town
ouroar kind friend uncle hendrickshendrisksHendri fur-
nished us the little blue horses and by
courtesy of mr andersonandersen we obtained
a wagon

for some distance we traveled
through bottom land and finally
climbed a rough hill about one hun-
dred feet high all the time winding
through the dense woods on the hillbill
we crossed an almost loval plateau
covered with the various binds of hard-
wood native to the sunnynanny south for at
least eight mile a wilwili Jernesernese undis-
turbed by hill or prairie and hardly a
human being vegetation grows every-
where scarcely a spot of land a rock
or place where trees gramsgrace and moss do
not grow

we have now crossed the plateau
and are descending along the hillsidehillaide
and on the bottom land we cross green
lostleaf a stream which in high water
easonwon becomes a small river now

dry on the bottom landsland and
near the streams grows the beautiful
sycamoreyoamore tree distinguished by its

white bark and itsita bight asae this
famous beauty reaches above ordinary
trees of the country on the lowland
is loundfound a great variety of underbrush
and shrubbery in the summerbummer may
be found the dewberry blackberry
raspberry mayberryy berry and other wild
fruits grapes tain abundance and in the
tallfall a variety of treeiree fruit such as
cherry plum persimmons pecan
hickory mindand walnut and many kinds
of scornsacorns among these groves hogs
get their living from the massmaes that
fallsails from the trees and on the roots of

vegetation here antiand there tois a small
farm made by the indiansindian by clearing
away the underbrush and young
umbertimber allowing the large trees to
stand notched aroundarounds those mam-
moth oaks remain as monuments of
what bad once been a forest

we did not stop at garfieldOar field the
changedohan ged condition shed an unwelcome
influence over the place our old
infidel friends cookston and
madden merchants have moved away
and mrs dearman recently died
the only occupantsoccupant i now being a family
of white renters

A gradual ascent climbing a bill
aej again we are rolling across an-
other timbered plateau after several
miles travel we commence to descend
by WRYway of a rocky gulch and following
a stream for some distance we are at
linder18 about a mile and a half
from the pretty clear illinois riverand
just below a rugged bluff on the rocky
bank 090 a stream in an enclosure well
shaded by native cedars and walnut
trees ands the creeping vines of honey-
suckle and ivy asae green as spring is
thesilo cosy little home of our friends the
linder family

word was sent out and soon after
our arrival the remrenterstore on the farm as-
sembled and we held an evening
meeting the linder farms like many

others ou the bottom land are separate
by several miles from any others

moreMorelikelike spring than the of
december the suneun rose in splendor
the air was warm and as we again
climbed the mountain viewing the
verdure otof grass and trees the cedarn
and moss and listening to the singing
of birdsbirde warmed through by the balmy
atmosphere we almost forgot we were
celebrating the holidays of 1893 once
again on this elevated plateau we see
far in the distance a continuation
of just such rolling young mountains
and valleys a river a small stream a
level tract of land a valley with its
rich fertile farms an abrupt cliff a low
mountain a plain descending from
our elevated road we drink at the
sulphur springe on the Webbors falls
and the road and are soon
amid the immense forests of the arkan-
saw bottomsbottom

the iron mountain tois a branch of
the missouri pacific railroadrail nadrad connect-
ing arkansaw and kansas follow
ing along toecue river they pass our friend
smiths about three miles above web
bors falls mr smith is a white
cherokee who does not speak a word
otof englishEng liah while his good little dark
skinned indian wife tois well educated
in the english language and attends
to all the busibusinessbusineneescs owning over
acres of cultivated land these chero-
kee landlords have several families of
white renters working for them

opening their house to the elderseiders
the people assemble and these kind
indiansindiana like many others assist iuin
placing before the people the everieverlast-
ing gospel it seemsseema almost provi
dennial the openings that are being
made in this territory for white people
who have not had opportunities
elsewhere it will be remembered
that arkansaw has passed lawsjaws pro
hi biting the preaching olof the gospel in
their land and many missouriansMissour lansians and
others not otherwise instructed in the
plan otof salvation listen to the elders
of israel in the land of the Lama

brotherther S 0 mabry met us at
smithysinith we parted ita our brethren
and proceeded southward the arkan-
saw river is fully a half mile
wide when the water is up we fordedcorded
it neardear the tails simply a ripple in
the water on the north side tois illi-
nois station and on the south webber
falls

uncle scabs young mule team
being good travelers by the time the
sun waswag hidingbiding behind the western
forest we greeted our friends at our
briartownBriartown indian house

along the arkansas river bottoms
maybemay be seen a apecispecimenmen of the poor
suffering ignorant humanity mainly
from that state which for tearfear ofdofherher
people becoming contaminated have
prohibited the mormon elders from
preaching in that country in
this extensive cotton antiana corn
growing country may be seen some of
the poorest and most miserable
wretches on earth dwelling as they do
in poor tenement log hutsbuts whole
familiesmiliesla may be seen sick men
women and chihiren work in the field
dragging a sack under their arm in the
dead of winter these poor half clad
human beings are picking cotton at
scarcely a living price all through
taebe country are these poor white
renters they travel from place to
place rent a farm make a crop of corn

load up and oftoff again whole families
are born on the road meeting a

of these emigrants as they
may justly be called we ask them
where they came from and where they
are going we unsune came from
Arkarkansawausaw and we uns gwyne to
texas and so they go poor exideal
while standing at sulphur spring
chickasaw nation on the road to and
from these places the writers feelings
were moved with compassion on seeingmeeting
a poor widow with several children all
the way from a grown daughter to an
infant the wagon drawn by a pair of
ponies heavily laden driven by a small
boy the remainder of the family
were dragging themselves through the
mud halt clad their sunken faces
showing the signs of poverty and sick-
ness

briartownBriar town is built on a sandy eleva-
tion on theabe canadian river where it is
the dividing line between the cherokee
and choctaw nation A mile antianil a
halthalf from theabe river and the same dis-
tance from the office where the
business part of the town is on a
rund hill among the orchard trees is
abe home of brother 813 G mabry a
double log house with a shed room and
porch on one side nicely whitewashed
and nestneat and oleanclean this is our south-
ern cherokee home during our brief
stay inaincludingluding new years day we
held several meetings

A mile and a half drive brings us
through the bottom land to the north
fork of the canadian river ferried
across and passing through whitefield
a choctaw town we are soon out onoa
the open prairie in our one horse
buggy kindly furnished by our mabry
saintsdainis we are rolled over a vast un-
occupied country now in the woods
crossing a bill through a stream
and over the bottom lands next
lost on the prairie in this

country people make
roads to suit their convenience and
not knowing just where we are going
we often get lost finding our way
againagaid we cross a sandy hillside and
come to enterprise another small
town in this nation people locate in
towns more than estheis the caseincase in Chero
kee country

north of here is younger bondbenj on
the river a place where the notorious
younger brothers holdheld forth during
the period of their depredations
throughout the country about twelve
miles up the river is standing rockbook a
remarkable monument of or
early settlers life in this country in
the middle of the river stands a rookrock
fully eighty feet high with almost per-
pendicularcular sides by aid of a glass
peculiar and quaint inscriptions emucan
be seen GUYbofty feet above the water
seemingly painted ouon with some kind
or cement paint the river bed must
have been washed much deeper since
thesetheme inscriptions were placed here
presumably by spaniards

leaving enterprise we are directed
across the prairie to our friorientisentis about
a mile distant meeting two
men well mounted on fine american
horses we inquired for mr enoch
mackfiack believing us to be insurance
agents deputy marshals or something
beside gospel message carriers after imoments hesitation one of these dis-
tinguished colored gentlemen an-
swered 1I am that man what do you
want we are mormon Elder
having heardboard of your courtesy to our


