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north of the boundary line between
utah and idaho it contains six-
teen ten acre blocks and is
perhaps as beautiful a townsite
as can be found in southern
idahoidabo it is being built up quite
fastfagt and fluefine thrifty shade trees are
pplantedcanted along the sidewalks of the
pprincipalrincipal streets A stake academy
bbuilding is alsoalbo in course of erection
which when completed will add
conciconsidersconsideraderadele importance to the town
A new meime ting house is even con-
templatedtem plated in the near future and
altogether the preston seem
to tiebe atian industrious and prosperous
communitycoman unity the soil within the
limits of the ward is rich and pro
ductive the farming lands are irri-
gated iromfrom worm creak which
cuts through the wardrard from north-
east to southwest and cub river
to convey thothe water from the latter
stream a canal was constructed a
few years ago at a cost of
the water supply being still inade-
quate to the demands a new canal
is now in course of construction to
convey the waters of mink creek to
preston when this is completed
there will be plenty of water to irri-
gate all the farming land in the ward
and new settlers laiter day saintssainte

tireare invited to come and cast their
lot with the people get some of the
land still uncultivated and help
complete this new canal which will
cost about there is room
and land torfor a large number of
saints yet and I1 have not for a
long time seen a new settlement
in the mountains that I1 would
rather recommend to my friends
who are seeking homes than pres-
ton elder wm 0 parkinson pre-
sides asae bishop and brother mathias
F cowley one of the stake presi-
dency also resides there

taking leave of the good people of
preston on wednesday morning
I1 traveled with thomas
a young man who had been dis-
patched by bishop parkinson to
convey me to mink creek through
well cultivated farms northward
and soon reached the top of a ridge
which is considered the north
boundary of cache valley proper
promfrom the summit of this ridge
looking back a most beautiful
landscape is presented A fine level
country stretches for miles and
miles southward dotted with farm
houses and ranches lucern fields
and pastures all within the limits
of the preston yand fair-
view wards traveling a little
farther northward we suddenly
found ourselves on the edge of the
high cliffs bordering on bear river
and looking downward a fine little
valley through which taethe river takes
a meandering course presented it-
self to our vfafewew descending over a
long steep and rough dugway we
soon reached the bottom landscanth
where a little log meeting house
stands about halfway between the
bluffs and the river there a num-
ber of saints hadbad assembled accord-
ing to appointment and I1 addressed
them for about an hour

the nineteen families of saints
residing in this little valley are
organized into a ward known as the
BiRiverdale ward with leonidas

as bishop they live on

ranches and farms situate on dif-
ferent points of the river com-
mencing at the mouth of mink
creek and extending west to battle
creek station a distance of eight
miles the central point of the
ward where the meetinghousemeeting housebouse
standsandrist is about couraud a half miles
northeastnorth east of the preston townsite
and three miles east of battle creek
station on the utah northern
railway the people of rivendaleriverdaleBiRi verdale
have suffered bousi drably in times
past for lack of water eo irrigate
their farms although there has al-
m aysaye been an akluabundance of that ele-
ment passing hyby on its course toti thegreat salt lake but the trouble has
been to conduct it from its original
channel into the farms in times of
low water the river has left the
mouths of their canals high and dry
and the grain hasbus consequently
been left to burn up for
want of moisture steps how-
ever are now being taken to
build a substantial dam across the
river whereby a permanent supply
of water for irrigation purposes will
be secured the little valley has an
average width of a mile where the
greater portion of the settlers are lo-
cated

from BiRi verdale we drove twelve
miles in an easterly direction over a
mountainous road to the centre of
mink creek ward where I1 spoke to
an appreciative audience of saints
in the afternoon the ward con-
tains sixty eight families nearly all
scandinavians who reside unon mink
creek and its tributariestributa ries the largest
of which are strawberry creek

and
station creek there is some ex-
cellent land along these streams but
most of it is very hilly and rolling
which makes it extremely hard to
irrigate the people however appear
to be well pleased with their loloca-
tion

a
and do not seem to appre-

ciate the unfavorable expressions
which are often wademade by visit-
ors regarding their country one
advantage the people of mink creekreek
surely possess they have plenty
of good water for all purposes there
is a theory existing in regard to
mink creekreek to the effect that it is
probably nothing leeslea than a sub-
terranean outlet of the bear lake
which lies directly east across the
moumountains one plausible argu-
ment advanced in favor of this
theory is the fact that when all other
mountain streams in the neighbor-
hood get very low in the latter part
otof the summer mink creek con-
tinues quite full and in following it
to its source its main feeder is
found to consist of an unusually
large spring gushing out from un-
der a high rock at the foot of the
higher MOUDmountainstaUS

the centre of mink cretcreekk ward
the point where the meeting house
stands near the junction of birch
creek and mink creek proper
is about fifteen miles by road
northeast of preston twelve miles
south of the centre of mound
valley ward in gentile valley
and four and a half miles above the
junction of mink creek and bear
river the saints are scattered for
a distance of ten miles up and down
the streams with the exception

of narrow stripsstripe of bottom lands
along the creek here and there as
the farms are situated on the
of the moumountainsantal no for there lais actu 4

allyaby no valley
on thursday nAomorning bishop

rasmus who hasbas pre-
sided over the mink creek ward
since its first organization in 1877

started with me toward benti e
valley Aafterafterfter following the
bear lake road up strawberry
Ccreekreek toforr about ffiveN e miles
we turned to the left climb-
ing the mountmountainoin otor dividing
ridge between strawberry creek
and gentile valley on the top of
this mountain stands a solitary log
cabin farfarawayaway from all other hu-
man habitations and in a position
that it necessarily must be exposed
to the full fury of theibe storms so fre
que raging on the tope of the
wasatch mountains upon inquiry
we learned that this was thu
home of our friend Emanuelemanuel peter-
sen of copenhagenCopenh ngen fame a man
who has spent nearly his entire life
in a crowded european city what
a change in the mode of living and
surroundsurroundingsingal

after passing this hermitage
we soon came to another ridge
from the top of which gentile
valley broadened out to our view
and descended a very steep hill
which made us query why the peo-
ple of gentile valley do not make a
road down the canyon through
which bear river flows to the
mouth of mink creek we soon
reached the upper settlers in the
valley and when we came to the

housebouse we found a congrega-
tion already in waiting there furfor
we were a little inte because of the
bad road after speaking to the
saints of mound valley ward
bishop returned home
and I1 crossed to the west side of the
river in company with bishop
robert H williams
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SYMPTOMS OF SURRENDER

A LEADING liberal journal
hasbag the temerity to criticisecriticismcritic ise the
city council for some of its recent
transactions which have the appear-
ance oforjobbery it showed a good
dealoedeal of backbone in charging al-
leged corruption against offi-

cials of its own party now
there are symptoms in the shape of
sickly jokes of a weakening of the
JOjournalisticurna listic spinal column the
latest allusion in point appeared in
the paper referred to this momorningaping
with a humor so sickly as to almost
rerenderader it pathetic it announced
not alogaltogetherther hilariously that in
future criticisms of the city coun-
cil it would probably use the rus-
sian language the objects of the
animadversions would in that case
remain in ignorance of the fact that
their conduct was being called in
question


