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north of the boundary line hetween !

Utab and Idnho. 1t contalus six-
teen  tensacrv blocks, and is
perhaps as benutiful a  townsite
#ng can be found in  Bouibern
Idsho. It ie being built up quite
fast, and fine thrifty shade trevs are
planted along the sidewalks of the
prineipal streets. A Btake Academy
building is also in course of erection,
whigh, when completed, will ndd
considerahle importance tothe town.
A new me tiog house B vven con-
temploated in the pear future, Aod
altogoether the Baintsof Preston svem
to e an iodustrious and prosperour
vomntunity. The sofl within the
fimits of the waxd is rich apnd pro
duetive; the farmiog lapds are irri-
gated from Worm Creck (which
cuts through the ward frum north-
east to southwest) and Club River.
To convey the water from the latter
Btream o capil was constructed a
few yemrs ago nt a cost of $30,000.
The water sup;ly beiog still inade
quate to the demands, a new canal
is now io course of construction to
couvuy the waters of Mink (reek to
Preston. When this is completed
thery will be plenty of water to irri-
gateall the farmiog land io the ward,
nnod new gettlers— Latler-day Saints
—ure iuvited bo come and cast their
lot with the people, get some of the
land still uncultivated and help
complete this new canal, which will
cost about $25.000. There is room
and Jaod for o large oumber of
Haints yet, and T have oot for a
Jong time sevn a new seltlement
in the mountains that I would
rather recommend to my friends
who are seeking homes than Pres-
wo. Elder Wm. . Parkinson re-
sides ar Bishop, and Brother Mathias
F. Cowley, onv of the Btalke Presi-
dency, also resides there,

Tuking leave of the gond people of
Preston on Wednesday morniung,
I traveled with Thownas Spougberg,
a young man who had been dis-
patch by Bishop Parkinson to
convey me to Mink Creek, through
well cultivated farios, porthward,
and seon reached the top of a ridge
which i3 coosidered the wvorth
boundary of Cache Valley proper.
From the summit of this ridge,
looking back, a most beautiful
landscape is presented. A fine, level
country stretches for miles aund
miles southward, dotted with farm
houses amd ranches, lucern fields
and pastures, all within the limits
of the Preston, Whitney apd Fair-
view wards. Traveling a little|
fartlier worthward we suddenly
found ourselves on the edge of the
higl cliffa bordering on Beur River,
and loocking lownward, a fine little
valluy through which the rivertakes
a meanderiog course preseoted it-
sulf to our view. Descending over a
long, steep and rough dugw:iy, we
soon renched the bottom Jawds,
where a little log meeting house
standes about hslfway between the
blufls und the river. There a num-
ber of Saints had asseinbled nccord-
ing to appointment, and I addressed
them {or about an houi."

The pinvteen fam!lies of Baints
residing in this little valley are
organized into a ward known as the
Riverdale Ward, with Leonidas
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ranches and furms situnte on Jif- | of parrow strips of bottom lands

ferent points of the river

com- ; along the creek, here nand there, a8

meuneing at the wmouth of Mink | the farms are situated on the slopel

Creelt and extendipg west to Battle
Creek Btation, a distance of eight
mifles. The central peint of the
waird, whele the meeting-iiuse
slandz, is about fourunud & hail miles
north-¢ast of the Preston tuwosite
and threo miles enst of Battle Creck
Btation oo the Utah & Northiern
Railwny. The people of Riverdale
have sutfered consi ierably in tumes
past for lack of wuler w irrigate
their farms, althougl there bas al-
wnys becn an abhundance of that cle-
menb passing by on ils course tu the
Great Sait Luke; but the trouble has
buven to conduct it frum it uriginal
vhanpe] into the farms. o times of
low water the river has left the
mouthe of theircanals high and dry,
and the grain hus cooseyuently
been left to burn  up. for
want of moisture. Steps, bow-
ever, are now being taken fo
build a substantial dam ncross the
river, wherehy u permanent supply
ol’ water for Irvigation purposes will
s secured.  The little valley has an
average width of a mile, where the
greuter portion of the suttlers are lo-
catod,

From Riverdalewe drove twelve
miles in an easterly direction over a
mountainous road to the cenire of
Mink Creek Ward, where I spolie to
an appreciative nudience of Saints
in the afterngou. The ward con-
taing pixty-eight families, pearly all
SBeandinavians, who reside vn Mink
Creek and its ttibutaries, the largest
of which are Btrawberry Creck,
Birch €Creek, Bear Hollow and
Station Creek. There is Bome ex-
collent land aloog these streames, but
most of it 18 very hilly and rolling,
which mukes it extremely bard to
irrigate. The people, however,appenr
to be well pleased with their Jora-
tion, apnd do Dot Beein to appre-
ciate the uninvorable expressions
which ure often uwnde hy visit-
ois regarding their country. One
advantage the people of Mink ('reek
aurely possess. Theéy have B{{enly
of goou water for ail purposes. There
i# a theory existing io regard to
Mink Creek to the effect that it is
probubly pothing less thaua sub-
terranean outiet of the Bear Lake,
which lies directly east acroes the
mountuine. One plausible argu-
ment ndvanced in faver of this
theory is the factthat when all olher
monntain streame in the peighbor-
hood get very Iow in the latter part
of the summer, Mink Creek con-
tinues quite full, and in following it
to ils source fts uwmin feeder is
found to cousist of an unususlly
Ilarge spring gushing out from un-
der a high rock at the feoot of the
higher mount{ains.

The cé€utre of Mink (lreck ward,
the point where the meeting housis
ptands pesr the junctiom of Birch
Creck apd Mink Creck proper,
is ubout fifteen miles hy road
porthesst of Preston, twelve miles
south of the centre of Mound
Valley Ward, in Qentile Valley,
and four aud & half miles above the
junetion of Mink Creek ami Bear
River. The Baints arve scattertd for
a distance of ten miler up und down
the: strenms.

of the mountaine; for there is actu-
ahly no valley.

On Thursday morniog Bishop
Rarsmus Rasmursen, who has pre-
sided over the Mink Creek Ward
slnce its first. orgunization in 1877,

sturted with me toward Gentie
Valley. After following the
Bear Lake road up Strawberry
Creek  for about five miles,
we  turned (1o the left, climb-
ing the mountsin or dividing
ridue¢ between Btrawberry Creekt

and Gentile Valley., On the top of
this maountaio stannds n solitary log
enbit, far away from all other hu-
man habitations, and in a position
that it necessarily wnust be exposel
to the fujl fury of the storms so fre:
quently raging on the tops of the
Wasatch Mountains. Upon inguiry
we learuned that this was thu
home of our {riend limanue! Peter-
son, of Copenhigen fame, o a0
who has Bpent nearly his entire life
in a ecrowded European eity. What
a change in the mode of living and
surroundings!

After passing this hermitage
we soon came to anuther ridge,
from the top of which Geutile
Valley broadened out to our view,
and descended a very steep hill
which maile us guery why the peo-
ple of Gentile Valley do not makea
road down the eanyon, through
which Bear River flows to the
mouth of Mink Creek. We soon
resched the upper settlers in the
valley, and. when we came to the
meeting-house we found a congrega-
tion already in waiting there, for
we were a little Jate because of the
bad road. After speaking to the
Buints of Mound Valley Ward,
Bishop Rasmusgen returned lLiome
and T erossed to the west side of the
nver, in company with Bishnp
Robert H. Williams.

ANDREW JENSON.

MoRMON WARD, Guntile Valley,
Ringham County, Idaho, May 8,
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SYMPTOMS OF SURRENDER.

A LEADING “Liberal’’ journal
hns the temerity to criticise the
City Council for some of ite recent
trapsactions which have the appear-
ance of jobbery. [tshowed a good
deal of backiwne, in charging al-
leged  corruption against offi-
cials of jts own party. Now
there are symptoms, in the shape of
sickly jokes, of a weakening of the
journalistic spinal column. The
Intest ulluslon in point appeared in
the paper referred to this morping.
With a humor so sickly as to almost
render it pathetie, it anneouneed,
not altagther hilariously, that Io
future eriticisms of the City Coun-
cil it would probably nse the Rus-
sian language. The objects of the
nnimadversions would, in that case,
remain in ignorunce of the fact Lhat

their conpduct was being calied in

With the exception | question.



