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met in conference on October 26th and
27th, with the Saints ot Tutuila and
Aunuu, at Alap, Tutuila. Elder John
‘F. Conley, who had recently joined us,
bas received his sppointment to labor
on that island and has already departed
for there.

During the time that Elder Andrew
enson whAs with us. the islands were
divided oft into districts, so thal the
Elders at the difierent stalions know
jost what wvillages they are expected to
visit. Thus a inore systematic method
of proselyting has been inangurated and
will enable usto betier accomplish our
designs 10 preach the Gospel to all, that
none may be left without excuse. We
believe, as do our South Sea co-laborers
regarding their flocks, 1hat so long as
the Siints are rurrounded with idleness
and other grievqus sins their progress
wili be greatly retarded We are pained
to report that many whohave embraced
the truth in this land bave again fallen
into byways lorbidden by the laws of
Heaven, while- others are luke warm in
their feelings. But hupe points to us
thie near future when the splendid prom-
ises of ancient and modern prophets
will be realized by this now benighted
race. The once happy tot of their pro-
genitors before God’s holy laws were
violated by them compared with their
gow degraded state causes ustoex-
claim:—*'God will not be mocked,'’ and
should be an incentive to all who have
entered into sacred agreements to faith.
fulness and unshaken integrity.

loHxn W. Brck, Piesident

WiLLiam G. Sgars, Clerk of Samoan

Mission.

Dur Vovyeuyges ta Canlferencen.

The trp from Fagalii, Upoln,
to  Saleaula. Savaii a distance
of seventy-five miles by the
route laken, was made by Elders

John W. Beck, ]amesB. Barton, Joseph
A. Rasband, Witham A. Moody and
Williqm G. Sears, in the mission boat
Faaaliga. Were it not lor the fact that
it has been dedicated to the Lord that it
may be a sale carrier of His servants
from village to village, and if need be
from island to island, it would not be
looked upon as anything, but a pre-
carous conveyance 1or such an occasion
Bul necessity required us to take it if
we would be atconference, as we had
been disappointed at the eleventh hour
in procuring a better one, and He who
rules above seemed to approve of 1t and
smile graciously upon us.

We leit headquarters one hour before
noon on the morning of October 10th
and were walted by a stifl breeze along
the weslern coast of Upolu. Rain. 100,
fell in torrents but tnere is litile pre-
ference, if any. to a scorching sun while
vojaging on Samcga. We reached the
islana of Manono in the eveming. hay-
ing traveled about tlurty-five miles,
mostly inside the reel. Aner a good
night’s rest we commenced pulling over
to the weslern coast of Savaii Soon
after stariing a favorable wind came up
and we were borne along over the deep
blue sea at a lively rale.  We had hoped
to find Elders and Saints at Salelavalu
whom we could accompany up to Sile-

_aula, but on our arrival at that place we
learned that they bad preceded us a lew
bours, So. aiter ealing breakiast, we
agaio sel out. The sun beat down upon
us guile heavily, the dry being in strik-
ing contrast with yesterday and during

the ten miles we used our oars, perspira-
tion flowed ireely.

Just belore reaching the place where
we must again go outside the reef, a
good wind commenced to blow, but the
sea presented an angry appearance.
However, we were bound for Saleaula
that day, so we secured the services of
a native 1o lead us through the danger-
ous passage of Ulumalama. He went
immediately before us in his canoe while
we did our best to lollow him. When
we had fairly got started through the
opening, the large breakers all around
us gave him the impression that it would
be mpossible to get through; but we
could not now retreat. To aliow one of
those monstrous breakers to hit us
broadside meant that we would be
swamped, as he was told 10 proceed.
Vigorously we pulled and pulled, our
boal being tossed about a great deal and
only famnng the air at some strokes;
but gradually we made some headway
and ailer a long suspense we were
salely through the reef and out among
the while caps. We now partly hoisted
sail and were blown along over the
resiless ocean. Qur faith was centered
above, not upon our own experiness as
seamen, otherwise such a nide would
have been a perilous one. By degrees
the wind subsided, until we felt safe to
travel undcr full sail and towards even-
ing we were opposite our destination.
We had no difficuity in finding the pass-

age which leads into quiet walers so we,

were soom al our journey’s end, being
welcomed by Savaii Elders ana Saints
who had already gathered from their
several plages of labor and abode and
stood waiting on the beachto receive
us.

On our return trip the crew consisted
of Elders Beck, Barion, Rasband and
Sears; also Messrs Fred and George
Kenison, as far as Tuoasivi, Savaii. from
tnere omn, the Elders continued alone.
We departed {rom Saleaula at 1:30
o'ciock on the morning of October 15tn,
and upon getting outside the reef were
helped along by a land breeze. The
ocean was calm, much to our satisfaction
and ‘comiort; these two poinis in our
faver made rowing quite easy. Owing
to this favorable condition the way
through the difierent passages was found
easily. We had traveled about tweny
five miles byga m. and now resied
about an hour with Brother David Keni-
son Jr, at Tuasivi, then sel sail for
Upolu. The wind blew us across the
straits and by plying the oars along the
Uoolu coast we managed to reach Vaia-
lhia—a point twenly mules west of
Fagalii—before the setting of the sun.
We rested in a liouse untl two o’clock
a, m, then as the tide was favorable we
pulled for home, bemg assisted by a
land breeze wiich enabled us to reach
our destination at 7:30 o'cluck on the
morning of October 16th.

Eiders John W. Beck, James Barton,
Joseph A. Rasband, Jabez W. Dainger-
tield, Duncan Kippea and Wiliam G.
Sears, accompanied by one nalive, lelt
Fagalii, in 1he mission boat Faaaliga at
5:30 ¢’clock on 1be evening of October
17th, and at once went outside the reel
and rowed towards the east end of
Upolu. Tne sea was as calm as a mill-
pond, so no one had that fond desire to
supply the fish with fcod which is so
earnestly manifested on viher occasions
when 1he boat is tossed about by large
waves. We were assisted some by a

light land hreeze butthe oars were kept
in constant use zll the distance (thirty
miles) to Saleaaumua and we arrived
there at 3 a. m., on the 18th of October.
We had but slight difficulty in the dark
in finding the opening into shaliow
waler and again landed safely.
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At ten p. m., October 24th, Elders
John W. Beck, James B. Barton, Willlam
G. Sears, Brothers liopo and Tagaloa,
left Saleaaumua for Tutuila, thirty five
miles east, in Mr. Fraser's twenty-five
foot open boat. It was equipped with
three sails, six oars, and fifteen hundred
pounds of sand for ballast. We felt
much safer in this than we could have
done in the Faaaliga, as itis rather small
and therelore more susceptible of being
1ossed about. We had waited two days
in hopes of getting a favorable wind and
pnow 'concluded we must start if we
would he at conference appointed to be
held at Alao, at the east end of Tutuila,
on October 26th and 27th. The moon
lit up the country until we had safely
rowed out of the passage, then she
sank and the starry heavens furnished
us with lightt We pow raised sails
against the wind and hoped to make
headway by tacking. We Elders slept
while Ifo sat at the rudder. We were
aroused at daylight by our helmsman
with the joyful news that Tutuila was in
sight, so imagine our disappointment tc
find, when the clouds ot night's dark-
ness had entirely flown away, that he
had mistaken some ol thew for land and
that we had been carried back filteen
miles down the northern coast of Upoly,
along distance out irom land. As the
head-wind continued blowing it required
all day to reach five miles beyond the
starting point. The sun was very hot
and the Pacific was anything but peace-
ful; result, food taken sparingly, some of
which was quickly ejected, no explana-
tion given other than conditions just
mentioned.

During Friday night, October 25th, we
made fair progress and Saturday morn-
inz we were n plain :ight of our pro-
posed destination. We uied rowing
and cutting closer to the wind but did
not advance much as we soon discon-
tinued. It was appareni that we would
be unable to attend the lrst day of con-
ference, so our hopes were to reach
there for the Sabbath. During morning
hours we gradually gained and at two
p. m, we were within eight miles ot
Leone, which is situated on the western
coast of Tutuila. But a fierce north
wind struck up and simultaneously the
sea grew fearfully rough—a characieris-
tic of this particular wind A consul-
tation was held, which was necessarily
brief, and we decided it would be im-
possible to proceed farther. We were
anxious to bein altendance at copference
but it was evident that we could oot
struggle apainst such a sea, which at
this lime was very undeserving of its
title. Qwing to it3 commolion, we ex-
perienced difficulty in turning the boat
towards Upolu, but once in thatposition
without the fore anid jib sails up we went
bounding over the waves, figuratively
speaking over mountain and vale, at
ralroad speed. All hell seemed con-
spired to destroy us, for, in addition to
the dangers already described, a heavy
rain storm set in which obscured Upoiu
irom our gaze. We were obliged to
steer our boat at random and after a
momentous ride of twenty nules, during
which time the huge waves continually



