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feet to the surface where it is utilized
not only for culinary purposes but also
for watering trees and garden spots
there is plenty of underground water
all over the country at the depths stated
but a more economical and practical
way of raising it to the surface than by
the aid of windmills is about to be in-
troducedtrod in diaz the limited water
for irrigation pupurposesoses brought into the
colony lands so trfar is obtained from the
casos grandes river through a canal
about five miles long and from the
Palo tado stream through a ditch origin-
ally made by mexicans from whom our
people have purchased water shares
this little ditch is about 25 miles long
the original land purchase made in
colonia diaz in 1886 consisted of about

acres subsequently 27 acres
additional were purchased hence the
present colony covers an area of

acres
the settlement was first founded in

1886 and though the people have met
with many disappointments and have
passed through many hardships and
some privations they have stood their

privationsgroundroun1 nobly and the prospects for the
fufutureture now seems to be bright and
promising hereafter the people ex-
pect to raise sufficient breadstuff to do
the colony hitherto they have not done
this but have had to buy grain from the
mexicans at casas grandes and other
places there are a number of fine
young orchards in the settlement not-
able among which is one owned by the
bishop and another recently set out by
his father wm D johnson who former-
ly resided at and was the original
founder of johnson kane co utah
colonia diaz can also boast of a candy
factory and a broom factory on a small
scale a small store stocked with
general merchandisemerchandis is kept by elder
george M brown late of provo utah
A good understanding exists between
the mexicans and their Mormon neigh-
bors

h
A great chanchangere for the betterafahas

taken place among the mexicans at la
ascencion and other places since
colonia diaz was founded they have
adopted many of the ways and modes
of living of white people not only in
their farming operationseractions but in their
domestic life bettere ater farming imple-
ments have been introduced arnonamong9
them they begin to use stoves tables
chairs etc in their houses and have
even become more cleanly and neat in
their habits during the past few years
la ascencion is a sample mexican town
of about inhabitants it is the seat
of government of the municipal in
which colonia diaz is situated and this
is a part otof district i bravos which con-
stitute the northern part of the state of

is one ofodthethe 27 states
composing the republic orof mexico
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A MAORI conference
new zealand

march aoth 1894

the quarterly conference of the wai
rarama district of the australasian
mission having been appointed to be
held at Kohunui on march and
irth elder george bowles and I1 left
cartertoncarvertonCar on the irth lorfor the con-
ference place to see that preparations
were made so as not to delay our
meetings alterafter a pleasant ride otof

thirty five miles by horse we arrived
at Kohunui but to our surprise all the

natives had gone off some fifteen miles
distant to a tantangigill crying over the
dead however word was left with a
european that if we came we were to go
to the next pa five miles further on
we continued on our horses being very
tired shortly after dark we came in
sight of anui a branch of the
saints of the Waira rapa district the
lights were burning brightly and when
we arrived at the house of betine tami
hana we called out tena ra koutoucoutou e
te hunga tapu 0 te abua there you
are the saints of god they had been
expecting us so when we called them
saints they knew who had arrived

our horses were taken care of and we
were shown to the best room in the
house a room fitted up manga baum
abua for the elders the kettles
were soon on the fire to prepare some

supper for us and within an hour we
were sitting on the floor maori style
eating heartily of the luxuries for the
inner man which consisted of potatoes
eels meat and cabbage stewed up
together bread and mormon tea hot
water and sugar we were also afford-
ed the privilege of using our fingers to
convey the food to our mouths we
were somewhat used to this mode of
eating however and it did not take us
long to make a start but it is very
amusing to watch a new elder who has
come direct from zion the first time he
uses his fingers yet it we could learn
to use the language as quick as we learn
to use our fingers instead of knives and
forks it would be a great help to us in
spreading the gospel

we were up early next morning and
after having kadakiaKa rakia and kai
prayer meetingg and breakfastsbreakfast the

natives made ready to go to the lake
near the sea coast to catch eels they
desired us to accompany them which
we did

A pleasant ride of two miles brought
us to where the eelee baskets were set in a
narrow channel after spending five or
six hours in boat riding talking to
natives and watching them fish we all
made preparations to return home
after returning to anui we had
supper and held prayer meetings as
usual As soon as the prayer was over
a messenger stepped inside and an-
nounced that sister derianaKeriana patai jurjuryy
was dead it was a great surprise to us
as bhehe was so well and hearty and was
down here fishing only this week on
hearing the news the saints commenced
a tangi 11 a maori custom of crying
when a person dies so we retired to
our room so as not to disturb them in
their heartrendingheart rending wailingsfailingswai lings

sister K patai jury was the eldest
daughter of brother denare gotai of
gisborne or hurangaTuranga who is well
known by all the elders who have
labored in that part of new zealand
her husband john A jury familiarly
known as amongst the
natives was one of the natives who
assisted the elders in the translation of
the book of mormon into the maori
tongue he is one of the finest orators
in new zealand

on friday the irth elder bowles
and I1 returned to Kohunui shortly
after our arrival there some of the
saints began to arrive and after supper
a number of the te creore branch
saints arrived and all had a real old
maori tangi 11

i

we were up early next morning as it
was the day for our conference to corncom

mence the ringing of the church bell
at id a m announced it was time for
the opening of the first meeting themeeting house a neat new place nicely
fitted up was soon filled with Macal
women and children who had cozetlooked
forward with fond anticipations to this

kui opened by singing kua kake
atu koe ki noho ai 11 pilipi te
maori lead in prayer continued by
sinsingingginie tama marie 1 elder
L G hoagland president of the
Waira rapa conference made the open-
ing remarks speaking of the restoration
of the gospel by an angel thus fulfill-
ing rev greeted the saints and
asked gods blessings on them and hoped
the conference would be an enjoyable
one paralenePa tui followed by bearingbearinI1
testimony to the truth of the reinremarksarks 01of
the previous speaker also ot the truth
of the gospel as restored in these latter
days he felt to thank god for his
blessings and for sending the elders so
many thousands of miles to preach the
true gospel of jesus to his people hethen quoted for as in adaniadam all die
even so inin christ shall all be made alive 1

t
commenting on the same

pilipi te maori then spoke testifytestifyingin
that the gospel was now beingbe I1

i preachespreached
among the natives by the njeldersders andthey the natives could not have an ex-
cuse that they did not hear the truegospel even if they do not embrace itin making his closing remarks he spoke
on the gathering otof the house of israelhis remarks were spirited and very in
teresting ass they were delivered with
true morimaori oratorical effect and elo-
quence

closed after singing no hea
nui 11 benediction by Aperahama
tui

afternoon meeting was commenced
by singing ki ana mai to ihu reo

prayer by toi te Huatahi
singing IEE koutoucoutou e diaho nei
elder george bowles was the first

speaker he expressed his sorrow to
hear of the sudden death of our dear
sister deriana gotai jury read from the
nth chapter of rev and delivered aaa
very interesting sermon on the same
he hoped we all would be true servants
of god so as to inherit the great bless
ings that will be given to those who
take part in the first resurrection toitoite spoke giving a brief ac-
count of his branch te creoreOr eore hetold the saints to listen to the teaching
of the elders and then they wowouldU id nonottgo astray

Ape rahama tui spoke briefly on the
10joy of his soul to listen to the servants
of god speak on the gospel the na
tives then chanted a pai or
verses bearing on the second comcominging of
christ benediction by hami

in the evening a priesthood meeting 1

was held in which much valuable in
tron was given to the native mem-

bers the sisters also held a meeting
in a large hall adjacent to the church
in which most otof them spoke on their
experiences in the gospel

on sunday morning we all assembled
inin the church house at the visualusual hour
commenced by singing me mau koe i s

tou rapeka prayer by paralenePa tui
after singing E ihu toku
matine ruta spoke for a short time he
quoted from luke io and commen-
ted on it

arapataarapatra te maari followed bearing
an earnest testimony to the truth of the
gospel as it had been restored to thetthe
prophet joseph


