706

THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

all faitbful SBaints in 81} periode of the
earth of which we have any account,
It was so with father Abraham. The
Bible' teils us but very little about

him. Otber histories inform us
tbat ®s0 severe whe hjs persecu-
tion, while yet an infant, that hia

mother hnad to takehim and hide away
in a cave of the earth; and his parents
were so anxious concerning bim that
they carrled food and euetained him
and his mother for & leng time. 'The
porcercrs and the selrologers werestirred
up to anxiety and curlosity, because
there had another star appeaved in the
heavens at the birth of tbat boy Abta-
ham. They thought it meant some-
thing, that it was gignoificant, and it
was whispered to the king, whotried
to get the boy out of the way, Abra-
hsm?’: fatber, Terah, brought forth a
child, by the king’s commend, from
one of his other women, that was born
just nbout the same time, and the klng
caused itto be deatroyed, After avw hile
the mother of Abraham, thinking the
snger of tbe king wuas sppeused, ven-
tured out with the boy.

Another history tells us that he was
placed to dweli awhile with Bhem,
the good old patriarch, snd lived rever-
sl years with him,bid upand secluded,
studying the things of God, He loved
rigbtecuanees, and, hunyering for molse
rightecurnses, got nway from the idola-
try of bis relatiops, and even of bis
father’s houee, and was for scme time
studying the thinga of God in the
houses of those early patriarchs tbhat
had just come through the flood. Wben
he ventured to come out again, and it
was found out that he waos thist same
Ahbrabam, the wrath of the king was
aroused with doublefury,snd this time
he was selzed upon and put into a fiery
furnarce, The Blble dves not tell us of
thls, but otber bietories do. Tbe
Mobsmmedan®s bible tells him of it. It
fa in tbe Koran. Abrasham was so
dealt with by thls psreecution that be
wondered where he oould find u
place on the earlh, wherein he could
dweli in aafety. Tbe Lord told him
to get him up out of that country, and
He would shiow him a place, a little
way ofl, that he ebould have for bis
own some time.

This fs just the feeling and sepirit
that took bold of mery of ne Latter-
day Saints In the varioua patlons
wherse we heard this Qospui. We
became all at once strangers. Our
relations and best frionds became our
enemies, many of us were turned out
and found B gathering place with the
Sainte, ap it is written, “*Gather my
Sajints togetber wbo have made a cov-
enaot with me by esncrifice,”” This
taith in tbe Gospel comes Bs n matler
of eacrifice to the worldly. When we
begsn o gather together and became s
few in pumber, behold the wrath of
the ungodly was sunch that it pervaded
the townehip, or the settlement, or the
Church avroad wherr we were, snd
pealtered ik, like the terrible wind, that
blew Lhe mustard stalk, scattered the
gesd abtoad, Thus numerous con-
verts were gathered inte tbe Oburch,
and the sacrifice broughtin & harveat
of wsouls, as tbe farmer ancrifices
hizs wegd to eow it upon the
Iand, that it may bring forth the bread
fn the season thereof. Thus the work
of the Lord has been tbe gathering of
His Saicts who covenanted with Him
by sacrifice,

It was 8o when we were driven out

from Miseouri and from Illinols. Itltemplnte it must conelder it a

will net do for me to stop to detall it to
you. You know when we were driven
from Missouri tbe kind sympathies of
tbe people in Illinols received na
smong them, and we went through
the counties there. Brethren took up
farms, went to work, snd labored in
every way, and the truth wae spread
everywhere, A good many strong men
in tbe Chureh embraced the Gospel in
that pertod, snd have grown vp with
us and establisbed their peed in right-
eoUeDess Upon the earth,

This bas been the way of the Liord
with us, When we were peattered from
Illiinole, we cRme out here, nnd our
enemies thought they had got rid of
the plague of Mormoniem. “The Lord
led us, Bee how klnd He was about itf
Behind a frowning providence He hid
that blessed smiling face. Whea He
aaw the horrors of war were coming,
and that the revelation given to the
Propbet Joseph at Chrstmoer, 1832,
must be fulfilled, He in His mercy
would not have us stay tbere and be
mixed up in that fratricidal war. In
Hias great love for us, He allowed u mob
to colue upon us nnd demand of usthat
we sbould lenve the country, just in
time to Bave ua from golog loto the
ranke of bloodyntrife, laying down our
lives, and perhaps many placiag our-
telves in the pwsiticn that we could
pot make an acceptable offering wute
the Lord in Hls holy temple. David,
tbe man of God, because lie was u man
ol much blopd, was not allowed to
build the temple; but God in His merey
apared us thie terrible stuin by bringiog
usout here,

Heore for many years whbat a great
peaceé we have had! When the Lord

made Presldent Young to be
our Qovernor, then were we
hs ppy. We only wanted to
kpow the will of the Lord,

we did it, and wero prospered. The
earth under our feet was biersed to us
continuelly., Qur hearte and our
bomes were suuotified. The eurth,
having rested for ages, brought forth
ita strengtbh to us, as we in the states
knew notbing sbout,

After awhile we bad to put up with
u good deal of unpleasantness from sur
red bretlhiren, the Liamanites, When
emigrants traveled agross the continent
tbey ¢onsidered they were deoing God
service in killing the red men. Then
in turn the rea man’s reveuge was
spent npon our brethren. By and by a

overnur Wwas appointed to come
amoog Usa wWho determined tbat we
shouid no longer huve the publle arme,
even Lo celebrute the 4th of July with.
FThe boys must not have sworin with
which to study aword exergiee,
and rome Lat had wooden
swords wetre placed under sar-
rest for this cblldirh employment.
What was the result of i1? Let me
call your attention carefully to n con-
plderation of this particular feature,
that while in their wrath sand in their
determination to break down every
meups that we had for defense and
lesve the Indians to prey upon ue, the
heavens understond thie, and turned
the wratl ot the Iedisns awey till we
bave never had oocassion to get up AD
Tadian campaigno since.

Ie not the goodnese of God msnifest
in this providence, when it was deter-
mined that we should have nothing to
defend oursvives with? OQertainly it
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{estation of God’as great klndl:e:nutmm-
He bad not forsaken us; but wnhotug,
taking away of there urma has b, he,
taken away apparently every vosti .
ill-feeling on tbe part of the savge 09:.
around us, and instead of thelr Bbov:_gea
hoetility to ue, they come to the Plng’
ldency, who connsel them 1 kree-
pelz;pe nmo;gttheﬁ:lelves and with :’ED;
whites, and sto| e sheddi :
This e’xcelluntp advice atof Bloog,:

hag pr N
the lives of many people, uy ;‘:i;ved;
maintained a better and stronger re;ln

B,

tion between them and ourse]y
Behold, brethren azd :I:]t:(r!:
zovdness of God in these thing,’ :
‘l.éord !l]s continually with us;
ough it wea not 1o His ;
that we should be scalleredprrtr):l:hneed—
and driven forth on the fage of g
earth agaln, etill tbe trinls ang SR K
ces which pertsin to our holy relicr'lﬁ_ﬁ
cun be applied to us here. Heg all €ion,
our enemies to thicken the ver Otwed»
aphe_re with lies and fﬂlBebogdsn o~
gerning us, and we had not the -~
lo prevail against them, and in?OWQrT
turn to oppress us in the exeroige tfheh'
religlous views to a conaiderab? -
tent, until tbe prisun waljs en o e
many of onr brethren. cloﬁﬂ‘r .
Now concerning the tt =
have here at prengnt. ThTeIf(l)]rz::lt .
aaid that He would eoften the h, 'l
our enemies Irom time tp um:r:: o8
His work might go on aug pr' =
From the time of bard frost nnduaper.
of winler that we beve had ip o
matters,the Lord has caused g lclhene‘
cnange, like spring ttme, to cog]enslng:
us, I want to call your sttentioy Dt';“-
rurncuiar feature in this matter, whi B
L uppears to me is deairable fr.":r <
counider with care. Thero iy 5 'ual L
wlth ug, to a great extéut, andei‘: ing_‘
iate today more particularly in the o e,
settlements, that they would ‘:-mflm
be entirely by themassives ane ax ]md es
from the wsociely andg inltitntl?lu ul
thosue that are not of our faith Tﬂ? %
very nstural, after all the e; ®ri & 48
?nt the Baints have had, Bupt lle‘nc;
¢ tell you, it doer not dg o e
like the snsil—to coll ourse)y
alllulland have it to our
those nround us and in g
oare of themaselves, 'Il‘lr:;mi:l::d t;ke
hreught us oul here, put ., amo:‘ .
these hillv and mountains, apg 1“.,5
these temples here, in Dl.:dtsr thpnt we
may make our Mght to shipe (o the
Dations of the earth, It appesrsty; me
now that we assoclute in pylftical mst.
tere with many men who are not of us"
io rellgious lnilh, and our pinters asmo-
ciate with many of 1he ladies of the
natlon of honorable and highb standing,
that we should constder thag this is ;
peculiar condition whioh God wishes:
us to be exeroised in, that we are here:
&8 8 light set npon a hili that cannot ba
bid—not to be put under a bed, nor
under a busbel, but that it s pluced
upon an eminsnce, where it ean he
Heen. 5
This Temple that is pow near]y*
rerdy, we reaclved ut the Just Confer.
ence ehould be finisbed for dedloation
by neat soring’s Conference, and I am
certain that 1t will, Qur resolutiou.’
united and strong ue it was when we
sat under the wails of that building,:
caunot be broken and we «xpect Lo ne;-
the house dedicated in a shori time,
Then we shall have four temples ip,
tbe one Territory of Utsh, sbedding
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es up in s
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te, and tbe Latter-day Baints who con- l!orth their light, blerslug, illumination



