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| his cloak and turn iné gapphires over

to Crompton
“Wag there a struggle?
iyeu” replied Clancy, modestly; “but
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an” orled Mrs,

- MO
N H gt y suppress herself
I (¢ Barnes steynly,
ARNES JOSNND. 6 thé twe cabies ' it your & 0 armbition has maaea
grams again.  The first one, o creduloy tint of & BUGORS
from Parls, Informed him that _ This : nan has been 1:'“‘]‘“ ‘]\ul;\.l
the celebrated Versallles sap- RE] : g i
phires, set in « splendid necklace, hud - Mosiir v suspicion
peen stolen: the second was a notifica- rom ! I : i to es-
ca

ton that Bill Snyder, smuggler, had p : . : i
salled from Cherbourg on the Syl- Q { fixedly at the count, but
1l ot } het nee, He
ed b ! A amall, white, manis

i k4 much hesringed, was

vanla. Naturally the chief had put the
ratsed langnidiy and drawn Across @

ahreds together and expected to

two
pull oft the trick without a struggle.
3yt the Sylvania had arrived and A '”b‘ s W‘[t ]“m";;::
he same hand wearily stroked & -
gnyder was not on the passenger list, S e e l“'[mlyms :
the movement ; of aven, white,

glistening teeth,

Counterfeit!”  goasped  the woman
for the sccond thme

yves, counterfelt!” eried the chief,
his volee rising with his indignation,
“The man himself 18 o counterfeit,
He's no Frenchman, He has no chat«
sny ho's no count. The cables have
been working and 1 find the title he
cladma s o Strippad of his Par-
{slan to) Parisian cloak and his
Parleian manner, you'll find him to be,
as I've found him to be—after plecing
my bits of informatlon together--plain
i1 Snyder, the best dressed, the best
vecvmed and the most ingenlous pro=
) smuggler of the present gens

wo sapphires had been declared, and
the oxamination of the baggage, now
almost completed, disclosed no gems
Parnes bit his lips vexatiously, ‘The
versallles sapphires were numbered
among the wrold's greatest gems, The
thought of permitting them to slip
trough his fingers was maddening, At
one time they had ranked with the state
jewels of France., Thelr distinctlon
came not 8o much through thelr value
~although that was more than $20,000
~as from their perfection, The cut
wag the flnest ever turned out by a
lapidary, They were known to gem
experts as the Blue Cornflower The
cut of eack stone made an opalescent
star of six rays, which, held in a cer«
tain lght, glittered Illke pure dla-

What'd you hring me here for?"
asked the erstwhile count, yawning.

monds, There were forty perfect
stones in the necklace, none less than a
carat and a half,

Barnes determined to make a second
tour of the boat, and In the course of
his wanderings came within the rays
of 4 palr of plercing black eyes. The
owner of the bright orbs ralsed a small
white manjcured hand, very much be-
vinged, and drew It across a4 na
forehend, The next moment the s
hand wearlly stroked a Juxuriant blach
mugtache, betraying, by the move-
ment, two rows of even, white, glisten-
ing teeth. He was one of a lttle
group, which, besides himself, included
a voung man and a young woman and
an elderly person who might have beer

a8 she was-the aunt of tl girl,
Barnes quickly learned, through the
captain of the boat, that the
elderly person was Mrs, Harrington,
a widow, with a comfortable income,
whose consuming ambition was to wed
her nlece, Elsle, to a title, The young
man was John Hasgson, a gtrong limbed,
clean faced Ameriean lawyer The
man with the plercing blauck eyes was
wddressed as the Count de Vontain

Sea voyages are conducive to qulck
intimacies, Hence the captain of the
Sylvania was able to tell many things
to the chief of the customs, The most
entertaining was the fact that the no-
bleman and the lawyer were keen ri-
vals for the affections of Elsie Har-
rington. It did not require second
sight to discover that the girl loved
the American, and that the count was
the aunt's chojce, Indeed she had
taken the girl abroad o year hefora
in the hope of breaking off the attach-
ment with Hasson, but fate or the per-
gistence and ingenuity of love sinit
ten young man had deereed that the
two should return to the United SBtales
on the same vessel

After learning these things, Barnes
devoted his attention exclusively to the
Uttle party., The gir]l was unmistak-
ably beautiful, 8he was tall and
slender, with great brown eyes and a
whimetcal droop of the mouth, which
lonked as if it might, instantaneously

tu either to sadness or to laughter.
Ha i gaged at her with a look if
wdoration The alder woman and the

enunt stepped aside for a moment Im
the young man grasped ti
by the hand,

it

vou haefore these ladies
{ ) ¢ ng's possible—~ag you've
already hun ted them, thundered
the chief A# for the rest, the law
will give yvou all that's coming to you."
Five minutes later the prisoner, still
languidly stroking his mustache, was
in a carriage with the officers on hia
way to prison. The appralger entered
re and was invited to join
(fancy and the chief in taking the
Versallles sapphires to a place of

at this jun

gafot

Mrs, Harrington was in a state of
eollapse, Kvery 3 tige of her normally
ARRYERE manner  digappeared, She
1ovns)

Jeed at the chief imploringly:
‘We 11 bo disgraced!” ghe cried.
vphe story of how T was duped by this
{mpoator will make us the laughing

wt

wk of soclety
The chief wiiked over and placed his
hand gently on her shoulder. He looked
in the Alrection of John Hasson, who
held his arm protectingly about Fisle,
wnd his face an?!. ned,

“Are you rveconciled (o that?” ha
asked, pointing to the happy couple.

o nodded her head,

n' he sald, stoutly, “I'l never
glve, the newspapers the real story ot
the attempt to smuggle the Versallles
sapphires.”

And Joter on, when the reporters
visited him, he led like a gentleman,
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EXPOSURE,

To ecold draughts of alr, to keen and
eutting  winds, sudden changes of the
temperature seanty clothing, undue expo-
surs of the throat and neck after public
speaking and singing, bring on coughs and
colds

Ballard’'s Horehound Syrup ls the heat
oure. Mrs. A. Burr, Houston, Tex,, writes,
Tan, 31, 1802: “One hottle of Ballard's
Horehound Byrup cured me of a very
It is very pleasant to take. Bold

om
by 2. ¢. M. I. Drug Dept., U2 and l{“
South Main Straet

¥irst and Foremost
In the fleld of medicine is Hood's Sars
gaparilla It possesses actual and un-
equaled merlt by which It cures all
dlgenses cansed or promoted by impure
or impoverished blood, If you have
rheumatiem, dyspepsia, scrofula or ca-
tarrh you may take Hood's SBarsaparilia
und bo cured If you are run down

and feel weak and tirad, you may be
sure it will do you good. 7

The favorite family ecathartic s
Hood's Pllls,

REDUCED RATES

fiste!” he exclaimed, with a signifi-
cant squeeze,

Her white face crimsoned; the droop-
ing mouth suggested joy.

“please don't, John; not here!' she

crled.
Mrs. Harrington returned with the
count, Klsie and John discreetly
1A Ze yace. The count lookes tn
gazed into spac The cout eedd For Christmas Holidays,
Via Oregon Short Line, Tickets on

flurrjed. He wore the fashfonable
trimmed cloak and the high silk hat
with flat brim popularly assoclated with
er class, e be-

gale Decembar 20, 21, 22, 24, 25, and 81,
and January 1, 1807, final |imit January
7th, 1907, Ree agents for further par-
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“Have the count and the ladies made 600-501 Seott bullding, 168 Maln, J
out thelr papers?” about to exnostulate, when he sald In | opp yrtunity may come later, Now if “Thank you,' she sald, gratified at the recelver and called up the custom e - 4
YYes " his softast vo vou will all #tap agide for & moment his condescending manney “Caome, | house : e e — O —————a m— o
“Pid they declare any gems?” “Permit m y pssist you on with | 1 should Hke to speak to Mrs, Har- | Elsle.” “Ig that you, Can?” ha asked, i
“No." L this coat , wwton alone,’ I go on eme condition,” sald Kisie Ihe reply must have been (n th f .'[
“Make the Investigation of thelr bag- She had not ted his assistanoe, But 1 C ) stoutly, and it is that John—that Mr. | flemative, for | ediately followed i
gage rigid. After that moke & cares did not desh , and i ing Lo It's necessary ald thae chief, with | Ha n—shall dine with us” it with another question 3
ful examination of the count's state- | but the o ! n e m [ that compelllng wave of the hand [he aunt was about to break out Can yolul B it communleation I
room,” eyes check { N t o1 r 1 I Now Mis. H rington,” sald Barnes, | In a rag but she relented, a% if mak- | witn Count de Vontain?" §
The buzz of expectatlon was every- '\,h“ held out he hedient|y . Hi Ll th had obeyed { ng the b f a bad situntior Those In 1} heard a mumbling i
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guests for more than six days, The | hung around her nee nd shouldel burst The chief wis on his feot In an in- | in France, but we'll not tolerate it here, | r
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sloavn of his coat He looked around sLory thess W you ean tak »'i‘x- sapphire charmed  the ladies with the extent |
e count was by his slde, his siall Mrs, Harrington wearing the = {dea, e nd 1 il 11l for them and varlety of his conversation
eyes exuding fndignation. Versallles sapph i tell you | evening.” dotes flowed from his lips llKe
You Arr' the chief inspector?”’ hae No words we, vken, but at th [ ol e | esparately Thank youa very much he sald tal ter from an everlasting
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