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fied, and which were very different
in'their nature in respects from
our Ward Bishops. Can you not see
the difference between these duties

assigned to rd Partridge, and
the duti d to the several
Ward Bi f our Chwuareh? . So

Tar as the Ward Bishops’ duties
they coincide perfectly with the du-
ties that were assigned to this gen~
eral Bishop. But there were a great
many things. required of him that
are not required. of Ward Bishops;
-quite different in their duties and in
their callings,

In December, 1831, the Lord satv
f{)l:nper again to give another Bishop,

118 name was Newel K. Whitney.
Was he merely 1 Bishop of a Ward,
‘whose jurisdiction was limited to a
little spot of ground that might be
termed a place for the residence of a
‘Ward Bishop? No; he was another
general Bishop, Bishop Partridge
having genera juriaﬂiﬁtfz'n in Jack-
son Countiy, and in the regionsround
about; while the duties of Newel
K. Whitney-extended to the State
of Ohio and the States of Pennsyl-
vania and New York, and through-
out all the Eastern countries, wher~
-9;3: the Church of God was organ-
ized,

Here were two Bishops, then, one
having jurisdiction in the West, a
thousand miles from the other; the
other having jurisdiction in the
East. Their duties were pointed.out,
but peither of them was a Presid-
ing Bishop. But what were they?
As was clearly shown by President
Taylor at the Priesthood meeting on
last evening, they were general Bish-
ops, By and by, after the Cuurch
of God was driven from the State of
Missouri, it becamen to have
a Presiding Bishop; and the Lord
gave a revelation, saying:

“Let my servant Vinson Knight,
and my servant Shadrick Roeundy,
and my servant Samuel H, Smith,
l'e appointed as Presidents over the
Bishoprie of my Church.”

Here, then, is the first intimation
that we have of a Presiding Bishop.
Neither Bishop Partridge nor Newel
K. Whitney at that time was a
tiding Bishop, but each one held dis-
tinet jurisdietion, iding in a dis-

always work in the same chauonel.

been

obliged

of a Ward Bishop? It does., Why?
By appointment, by selection, by
being sent by the Presidency of the
High Priesthood after the order of
Melchisedek to administer in the
special duties of his office in any or
in all the Stakes of Zion, as the case
may be according to the nature of
his :}}pointment, and by the author-
ity of the Presiding Bishop. There
are a great many things to be taken
into consideration when we strive
tounderstand the Book of Covenants
according to the revelations that are
thérein given. Because God con-
fined His servants to ecertain duties
in the early rise of this Church, that
1§ Nno proof or evidence that He will

He will enlarge the borders of this
kingdom; He will stretch forth the|
curtains of Zion; He will lengthen
her cords and strengthen her Stakes
and will multiply them not only
threughout this mountain Territory,
but throughout the United States,
this land of Joseph: and they will
be called the Stakes of the great City
of Zion. |
Let me here take the liberty to|
say to this congregation that the
City of Zion when it is built in Jack-
son County,will not be called a SRtake,
We can find no mention in all the
revelations that God has given, that
the eity of Zion is to be the Centre
Stake of Zion; the Lord never called
it a Stake in any revelation t at has
given, It is to be the head
quarilers, it is to be the place where
the Son of Man will come and dwell,
where He will have a temple, in
which temple there will be a throne
epared where Jesus will dwell in
he midst of His people; it will be
the great central city, and the out-
ward branches will be called Stakes
wherever they shall be organized as|
such,
~ We cannot suppose, as I was say-|
ing, that when the Lord shall thus
enlarge the borders of Zion and mul-|
tiply her Stakes, that He will be
to confine Himself to those |
cercumstances and that condition of

f

to the setting in order of the various

or plenipotentiaries, if you please, to
use a political term, will go forth to
the nations of the earth with the
laws of God. Now, this is a pro-
phecy of my own, but it is a pro-
pheey according to that which is
written, according to that which
God gave to His ancient and His
modern Prophets,

I find that T shall not be able to
continue my remarks as they present
themselves to my mind, for there
are numerous branches pertaining
to this subject of the Priesthood be-
sides that of the Bishopric, and bless-
ings pertaining to the two Priest-
hoods, upon which it would be very
leasing to my mind to dwell, that

nf' body to doso.

I would say, however, that in re-
gard to the organization of the First
Presidency, it was done soon after
the rise of the Church. The Lerd
exhibited to us, by revelation, the
order of things as it existed in former
days, away back in the dispensation
before the flood—the dispensation of
the antediluvian Patriarchs .and
their order of government; and also
the dispensation of the triarchs
after the flood and their order of
government, and which I dwelt up-
on some two or three days since, |
say that in relation to these matters
much might be said, and much
might be said in regard to our privi-
leges, the privileges of those lmﬁ]ing
these two Priest 8, And much
might be said of the First Presi-
dency, which guorum presides over
all the Church of » and much
might be said in relation to the du-
ties of the Twelve, not only.as a
traveling High Council, but in regard

offices in Zion. We might talg a
great deal about that. Wae, as the
I'welve, have been fulfilling both of
these duties, traveling abroad and
sending abroad, and also setting in
order the councils of the Priesthood
in the midst of Zion, as the revela-
tion required of u&. In so doing, we
have acted for a short time as a Pre-

things that existed when we were a
little handful of people. We are
swelling out, we are becoming num-

tinct local ty, neither presiding over
theother. Butwhen Vianson Knight,
m years afterwards, was ecalled, it
was his duty to preside over all of
the Bishops that were then ap-
winted.  Was there any general

ishop after the .death of  Bishop
Partridge? Yes: . -

conferred upon Edward Partridge; |
to receive the consecrations of my
people,” ete. -_
He was ordained to.the same eall-
ing, and called. to the same Bishop-
ric; not to the Presiding Bishopric,

but to the same Bishopric conferred
upon ward  Partridge, to receive
the consecrations of the Tord’s’

Churech, to administer to the poor
and- needy, ete. Here; then, were
two distinet orders of Bishops, so far
as their duties, jurisdiction and re-
sponsibilities were concerned, but
as Bishops they held the same call-
ing as others. By and by, n the
process of time, as the.Church in-
creased and multiplied upon the
earth, it became necessary that there
shonld be local Rishops; hence aroce
Bishops over this town and over that
town, not general Bishops, but
Ward Bishops, the same as you have
throughout your ive Stakes.

Now the duties of these three dis-
tinct ecallings of those that are
termed Bishops are very diflerent, so
for as their duties are concerned.
The jurisdietion of a Ward Bishop
does not go beyond his Ward, unless
he be particularly  called to de so.
He must be selected, must be ap-
pointed, and must be sent to some
other place in order to have jurisdie-
tion outside of his: Ward in the cap-

acity of a Bishop,. The office of the

Presiding Bishop still continues,
but for some reason we have not at
the present time, so far as I am
aware, any
Bishop like Bishop Id. Partrid
and like Bishop Newel K. Whitney
who afterwards did becommea i resid-
~ ing Bishop. A traveling Bishop in
his jurisdiction would noé be limﬁued
to a Ward; it would be hisduty if so
called and appointed to

to exhort the
to look after
of the Church, to humble the rich
and the proud and lJift. up the low
and the meek of the earth,

There is another.class .of Bishops.
We find in every St..keof Zion what
is termed a Bishop’s ent.  Does
he hold the  Bishoprie? He' should
have that.office conferred upon him.
Why? Because it.is his daty to ad-
minister in temporal thangs. Does
his jurisdiction extend beyond that

ple to do their duty,

governed in all respects by those Jim-
. o) ited things

“Let my servant, George Miller, | by in our childhood?
i1eceive the Bishopric whieh waslné chan

‘corn in- theear, and let me here pro-

-will not hearken to the voice of His

traveling or general}
ge | will be after the Lord has broken up

erous upon the face of the land; and
the day will come when T=aiah’s pro-
phecy, as contained in the 60th chap-
ter, will be literally fulfilled, that
is, a little one shall not only become
a thousand, but the small one a
strong nation. Are we then to be

that we onvern

‘i?ﬂl there g {

of circumstances? Yes, as
there is in the growth of
have first the blade, then the ear,
then the full eorn in the ear, but
these will all be in accordance with
the development made Ly the pro-
gressof the kingdom as is explained |
in the blade, the ear and the full

esy on the strength of the revela-
ns that were given through the
Prophet Joseph and through all the
ancient Prophets, that the time will
come when the Lord our God will so
manifest His power that every soul
upon the face of this great Western
Continent that will not believe the
Book of Mormon, that will not re-
pent of his sins, that will not turn
away from his iniquities, and that
Son, that it will be with such a one|
as Moses =aid,he shall be cut off from
among .the le. Do you believe |
it? It will be the case. And when
that day comes that the Lord shall
cut off such le, when the day
comes that He will fulfil the revela-
tions of Isaiah, as well as many other
revelations that have been given,
Zion will have to go forth in her
strength and power, and the in-
habitants of the nations that are
afar off will say, “Surely, Zion is
the city of our God, for the Lord is

there, and His
the power and the might of His ter-

ror is there,”—terror to the wicked,
terror to tho#é who commit sin:
And many people will say, “Come,

let us be subject to her lJaws.”” That

the nations, after He has destroyed
and wasted them away, so far as the
wicked tions are concerned.
Those who are left will gladly ac¢

} travel
through the various Stakes of Zion

e temporal  interests

knowledge Zion, will acknowlede
God and His people, and will ac-
knowledge the laws that will be lit-
erally sent forth from Zion to the

nations of the earth. Must we then |

be limited in all I8 as we were
limited in the early rice of the
1 Churech? No. New ' circumsiances

new additions, new strength an
new Quorums; not to do away with
the old, but additional in their na-

grain, we | pr

| the President in the First

glory is there, and|

require new power, new knowledge,

siding Council in the midst of the
Church of God. We did so upon
the death of the Prophet Joseph.
The Spirit of God wrought upon His
?mts,thnt during our administra-
tion for some three or four years after
the death of Brother Joseph,the First
Presiden~y was not organized, Did
the Council of the Twelve forget it?
No. Did they ignore it? No; they
all the time had their minds fixed

all the .
Ziven Anownis bon, aich God had

the First- Presidency was the su-
eme Council and authority in the

{

Church, and that the Twelve could
not act in that supreme authority
and power only as the First Presi-
dency was made vacant. This Quo-
rum was re-organized some three or
four years after the death of tieé
Prophet, and it continued nized
until the year 1877, and upon the
death of President Young, who was
Presi-
dency, it then fell again upon the
Twelye as formerly, and they have
continued some three years and up-
wards occupying that position., Have
they done right? Yes; they have
done as they were requ to do
during the time being. And now,
after having performed their duties,
they still keep in mind the necessity
of this First Quorum of all Quornms
of the Church again being filled up,
g0 that the revelations of God wmay
be honored an | we fulfil their re-
uirements, Hence, the Council of
the Apostles has taken into consid-
eration this subject, and the question
in our minds was, Have we suffi
ciently, as the Quorumof the Twelve
Apbatles, magnified our offize and
calling, in setting in order the
Church of the living God, in organ-
izing the various Councils, or is
there something lacking? Every
time we thought upon the subject
we saw that one Council, the moat
im t of all, was still vacant.
| Could we ignoreit? No. We there-
tore considered the propriety of or-
ganizing it at the present Confer-
ence; and Brother John Taylor, by
thevoice of his brethren,the Twelve,
being the person holding the legal
right to that office, as Lhe Presiden|
of the T'welve Apostles, was selected
to occupy the position of the Presi-
dent of the whole Church. And he,
according to the right and authority
siven to him,. suggested his own
‘ounselors, They were sanctioned
by the T'welve Aposiles; hence, the
First Presidency again, so far as the
Council of the Twelve is concerned,
has been re-organived. We have ful-
filled our duties, then, in relation to

given unto the Twelve Apostles {o

ture. Men will hold anthority and
power to forth the laws of
| Zion to the remnantsof this nation,
and te foreign nations—ministers,

set in order all those offices that are
named in that revelation, we, I
say, have dome it. And we have
laid the subject before the Priest-

if 1 had the time and the strength™{ gregation will be called upon to sane-

joice in seeing this order carried out.

that revelation which eays, it is
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hood of all the various Quorums, as
they were assembled in general
council on last evening, and they
with us have had the privil of
sanctioning this action, that that
ugrum be filled up and be complete,
{ now remains with the body of
the people to give their sanction,
males and females, as well
Priesthood. And in order that this
may be dome according to the pat-
tern which God has given through
His servant Joseph, the Priesthcod
will be organized this afternoon in
their respective Quorums, and this
subject will be brought before them
to be voted upon by each Quorum
separately; and then the whole con-

tion the same.

I would state that this change
made a vacancy of three in the
Quorum of the Apostles, and per-
sons have been selected to fill this
vacancy thus made: or, rather, two
persons bhave been selected from
among the High Priesthood to par- |
tially fill that vacancy in the Coun-
cil of the Apostles. The third one
has not yet been chosen to com-
pletely fill the vacaney in the Apos-
tles’ Quorum; we, however, may be
prepared to act on that to-day, and
we may not,

Having said so much, in a very
scaltered manner, in regard to the
Priesthoed, and the dealings of God
with us from time to time, I would
state to my brethren and sisters, to
the Latter-day Saints, I rejoice that
the time has again eome when our
Quorums in the Church of God will
be completed a: given in the Doe-
trine and Covenants. I feel to re-

I'here never has been a time, from
the commencement of the history
of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints when the organiza-
tion has been so complete as during
the last two uor three years. I trust|
that His great purposes will be car-
ried out and fulfilled, until Zion shall
become, as it is written in the Book
of Mormon, in the parable of the
vineyard, shall become one body and
its branches shall be equal. Amen.

|
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with Bisheps and tkeir Counselors,
and with the Lesser Priesthood, ac-
cording to the order that is given us,

Then we have the High Priests,
Seventies and Elder® occupying
their places according to their priest-
hood, position and standing in the
Church. And the First I'residency

as the |seemed to be the only quoruam that

was deficlent, And it is impossible
for men acquainted with theorder of
the Holy Priesthood to ignore this
quorum, &s it is one of the principal
counceils of the Church, hile the
Twelve stand as a bulwark ready to
proteet, defend and maintain, to
slep forward and carry  out
the order of (Gods King-
dom in times of necessity,
such as above referred to, yet when
everything is adjusted and matters
assume their normal condition, then
it is proper that the Quorum of the
First Preaidem-ly as well as allother
quorums, shou d occupy the place
assigned it by the Almighty.

These were the suggestions of the
Spirit of the Lord to me. 1 ! @88~
ed my feelings to the Twelve, who
coinsided with me, and, indeed,
several of them had had the same
feelings as those with which T was
actuated. Tt is not with us, or ought
not to be,a matter of place, position,
or honor, although it is a great hon-

or to be a servant of God; it
8 a great honor to  hold the
Priesthood of God3; but while

it 1s an honor to be God’s servants:
holding His Priesthood, it i& not
honorable for any man or any set of
men to seek for position in the Holy
Priesthood. Jesus said, Ye have not
called me, but I have called you.
And as [ said before, had T consulted
my own personal feelings, [ would
have said, things are going on very
pleasantly, smoothly and agreeably;
and I have a number of good asso-
ciates whom I respect and esteem,
as my brethren, and [ rejoice in
their counsels. Let things remain
a8 they are. Bul it is not for me to
say, il i3 mnot for you to say,
what we would individuallv prefer,
but it is for ws holing the
Holy Priesthood to see that all the
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[ wiLL make a few remarks while
the Sacrament i« being ad ministered.
It is gratifying to me to be able to
state that now all the various or-
ganizations of the Chureh are pro-
vided for For sometime the Twelve
have been operating in the capacity
of a First Presidency, and it was
very proper that they should have
acted in that capacity. As you heard |
Brother Pratt state this morning in |
referring to this subject, this
was the course adopted at the time |
when the Prophet Joseph Smith
left us. The Twelve then Etﬂﬂfed
forward into the position of the First
Presidency, and operated for about
three years in t(hat capacity. And
when President Young Jleft us it|
was thought proper that the same
course should be pursued. The
Twelve, I believe, have in this res-
pect magnified their calling and
taken a course that is approved by |
the Lord, and, I think, also by the
brethren, judging from the vote
given here to-day.

Had it not heen oar duty -to have|
the Church organized fully and com-
pletely in all its departments, I
should have much ferred to have
continued with the brethren of the
Twelve, speaking of it merely as a
matter of personal  feeling.
But there are guestions aris-
ing in regard to these matters that
are not for us to say how they shall
be, or what course shall be pursued.
When God has given us an order
and has appointed an organization in
his Chureh, with the various quo:
rums of Priesthood as presented to
us by revelation through the Pro-
phet Joceph S=mith, [ do not think
thnt either the First Presidency, the
Twelve, the High Priests, the Sey-
enlies, the Bishops, or anybody else,
have a right to change or alter thal
plan which the Lord has introduced
and established. And as you heard
Brother Pratt state this morning,
one duty devolving upon the Twelve
is to see that the churches are or-
ganized correctly. And I think they
are now thus organized throughout
the land of Zion. The Churches

enerally are organized with
%’l"?ﬂitlﬂﬂm of Stakes and their

i

| 8ibility and Priesth

organizations of that Priesthood are

eserved intact, and that every-
hing in the Church and Kingdom
of God is organized according to the
plan which He has rev ; there-
fore we have taken the course
which you have been called upon to

sanction by your votes to-day.

I would further remark that I
have examined very carefully for

es you heard 'Fend’ 6Ver i the
riesthood meetin %,and which were
referred to in part, by Brother Pratt,
this morning. And there are other
Er'iﬁci les associated with the Priest-

ood that we wish and hope to have
thoroughly defined; so that every
man will know his true position and
the nature of the ealling and respon-
with which
he is endowed. It is very proper and
very important that we shoull com-
rehend these things; every man in
Ijis place, and every woman in her
place; but 1 more particularly refer
to the Holy Prlesthood, that every
man may feel and realize the duties
and respensibilities which rest upon

him.

ﬁ is gratifying to me, and it 1a no
doubt satisfactory 1o you, to see
the unanimity and oneness of feel-
ing and the united sentiment which
have been manifested in eur votes,
Those votes being taken first in
their quorum eapacity, each quorum
having voted affirmatively, then by
the vote of the Presidents of the
several quorums united, and after-
wards by the vote of the quorums
aud people eombined, men and wo-
'men, among the many thousands
assembled who have particlpated in
this vore, having a full and free op-
portunity, uncontrolled by any in-
fluence other than the Spirit of God,
to express their wishes and desires,
there has not been, from all that
we could discover, one dissenting
vole.

You could not find the same
unanimity anvwhere upon the earth.
Union is a principle that exists in
the heavens, and 50 far as we mani-
feat this feeling in all sincerity, so
far do we exhibit our faith in God,
in His Priesthood, and in His law as
revealed to us,  For our religion,our
Priesthood saul a1t the hlessings and
ordinances that we possess were not
given us by any man or any eom-
bination of men; il. was the Lord
. who revealed all of these things or
we could not have been in possession
of them. - We have had an example
here to-day of the unanimity which
characterizes those d of the
spirit of the gospel, and it ought to
be a pattern for us in all of our af-

fﬂil‘ﬂ- E
And now let me refer with pride

Coungelors, with High Couneils,

to my brethren of the Twelve here,



