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beloved hearers having been absent
during the early part of this conference
attending to the funeral of a near rela
tivelive I1 realize that I1 am suffering under
a double bereavement by the loss of the
precious instruction that has been given
during the sessions of thiis conference
I1 was much cheered to hear president
woodruff this morning say that it was
one of the best that he had ever at-
tended I1 realizeTealtabyby personal acquain-
tance with my brethrenbret ren of the presidency
anuand twelve apostles that in their in

to you they would be earnest
fervent lullfull of intelligence and that you
would be fed with the bread otof lilelife

I1 wish to say in attestation of the
discourse I1 listened to this morning by
president george Q cannon that I1 leelfeel a
most hearty concurrence inand sympathy
with the serious importance of ane in-
structions that were given to the people
the principles and doctrines of the
everlasting gospel which have been
given to us in the years that are past
have brought many of the saints to a
period approaching manhood in the
gospel by which we have reonreason to I1

look torfor and expect more t orough go90
ing and more faithful attention to and
consideration of the doctrines of the
Ggospelaspelospel and priesthood than we could
expect years ago it is true that by
bringing new members into our gather-
ing they partake to a greater or less de-
gree of the increasedincreaRed intelligence which
the older members possess and this fact
renders it aliah the more important that
thehe older members should be living up

to the full standard and pattern otoi their
hololy faith so that they who come later
shashallifI1 find themselves associating with
those who are otof greater aith more
extendedtended knowledge and who are able
w assist them forward in the way of ifie

d godliness
it is important for us that we do not

permit any of the pernicious influences
thietat are working among us whether
trem the pretension of false prophets
or wattfalse christschests or whatever may be im-
posed the people publicly or pri-
vately to diminish our strength indand faith
lnin thee least degree all these tendencies
should serveme to arouse in us an increas-
ing energy and fidelity leading us to
seek god more and more thatthat we

may contend individually and collective-
ly against all these evil influences that
are brought inin among us we cannot
cease our watchfulness we must not lay
down our armor we are under the
necessity of watching unto prayer con-
stantlyst aly we cannot sit down and take
it easy inin these matters lest the adver-
sary in a moment we think not get
adadvantagevintage of us for although present
necessities may not seem to be bringing
usu to a test there is coming a time when
we shallhall all be brought to the standard
of measurement and weight to know
whether we bear the sealseal of the ever-
lasting gospels requirements aud are
accounted worthy for such advancement
lor such gifts and blessings for such
trust of power and influence as shall
enable us to give proof of our faithful-
ness there is no time for us to waste
in these things and while we are thus
delving in the way of life and are made
subject to booms to oppressionsoppress ions and
hard times as they are called and to
divisions of party feelings because of
politics we have great need in order to
stand successfully and squarely in allail
these matters of that measure of the
spirit that shall enable us under every
circumstance to act the part of a latter
day saint and not as is sometimes
said of us to act more gent ilish than thegentiles themselves

it is expected of men who have at-
tained to maturity in life that tbtheyex will
accomplish careful difficult and intricate
labors which younger ones cannot be
expected todoto do we are supposed to be
so far advanced in the knowledge ofgod in the power of the priesthood
and in the understanding ot0 the truth
that none of these things shall move us
whether a man is of one party or
another party he should understand
that what he is doing ought to be for
the interest otof the whole there should
be no sectional narrow minded contri-
vances for the benefit of the fefew to the
injury of the whole these are some
olof the finer works that the elders used
anciently to tell us of we have heard
the presidency in former times tell us
how that we had to be made very fine
and put through the finest of screens to
become fit for the masters use now is
the time for us to be looking to it tocease all strife and contention and put
down everything of the kind there
should be nothing allowed in the politi-
cal arena that can hurt the faith of any
brother or sister or prevent them from
sitting down together at the table of4 thelords supper and partaking of that
ordinance in the most worthy and accestableceuceotable manner Is this the case with
us if it is far are we off from it
and how much work have we to dad6 with
ourselves to obtain that status and re-
main there for be it known that utiun

lessess we maintain the unity otof the faith
and the fellowship of the holy ghost
we are not the lords neither shall we
be able to find him when we shall most
need him we have to maintain ourbur
fellowship with the heavens complete
or in a trying hour we may find our-
selves without god in the world we
have then to be on the alert continually
that no spirit no machination of man or
satan can have power to turn us from the
right way of the lord

rhe lord has very great designs con-
cerning this people just so fastfait as hecan bring us up to realize them now
my brethren when everything is quiet
and still and there is no particular de-
mand made of us we all seem to be
very much united but how often is it
the case that something comes up and
we find that we are a revelation to our-
selves directly we find within us a
spirit or frame of mind different from
what we previously entertained brought
out by something that we had not be-
fore experienced we are being made
subject to changes and vicissitudes in all
the trials of hiie as much as mortal men
and women can be made subject to and
I1 will venture to quote the saying of the
savior in a revelation to us in these last
days that all things that can be shaken
shall be shaken then who is he that
has got hisbis lamp trimmed and burning
who is hebe that has got that measure of
faith for himself that under evereveryy ttryingr
circumstance be can go to the lord andfind grace and help in every time of
peedneed to enable him to conform his feel
ings faith and fellowship to the corkcoo
clitkitionaions that surround him this is a
period of revelation it is a battle that
is being carried on not with steel nor
with any carnal weapons but it is thesilent peaceful and powerful work of
the holy spirit in our hearts and in the
hearts of those whom wee can prevail
upon to become subject to the same to
change us from our naturally selfish inin
cli nations desires and designs into the
ways and purposes of the true and livinggod and the way to do that is vattat we
daily keep his commandments hearken
to the words of wisdom and continually
live by every precept that edeth
from the mouth of god we are yet a
great way iromfrom the perfection of the
lurdlord

I1 wish the brethren and sisters the
elders particularly could be stirred up
to search the scriptures and to find out
something more of the character of thelord for if we cannot find him out
personally we can learn very much of
his character by reading the sacred
wordvord otof god that is left for us As we
say cofoneof one another we do not know
yournuauppersonally but we have come to
know you by reputation so we can
learn in the word of god itif we wiltwill


