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Beloved hearers, having been absent
during the early partof this Conference,
attending to 1he funeral of a near rela
tive, I realize that | am suffering under
a double bereavement by the loss of the
precious instruction that has been given
during the sessions of this conference
I was much cneered to hear President
Woodruff 1this morning say that it was
one -of the best that he had ever at-
tended. I realize by personal acquain-
tance with my brethren of the Presidency
ang Tweive Apusties that in their in
siructions to you they would be earnest,
fervent, 1ull of intelligence, and that you
would be fed with the bread ot life.

I wish to say, in altestation of the
discourse I listened to this murning by
President George 3. Cannon, that l leei &
most hearty concurrencein and sympathy
with the serious jmportance of the in-
structions that were given to the people,
The principles and doctrines of the
everlasting Gospel, which have becn

iven 1o us 1n the years that are past,
gave brought many of the Saintsioa
period approaching manhood in the
Gospel, by which we have reason to
look lor and expect more 1 Orough-go
ing and more 1anthful attention to, &nd
cunsideration of, the ductrines of the
Gospel and Priesthood than we could
expect years ago. Itis true that by
bringing new members intcour gather-
ing they partake, to a greater or less de-
gree, ot the increased inteiligence which
the older members possess, and this fact
renders 1t ali the more important tnat
the older members should be living up
to the full standard and pattern ol their

oly faith, so that they who come later
shall find themselves associating with
those who are of grealer aith, more
txtended knowledge, and who are able
0 assist them forward in the way of lue
and godliness,

It 1s important lor us that we do not
Pernut any of the pernicious influences
that are working among us, whether

rom the pretension« of 1alse propnets
or false christs, or whatever may be im-
Posed up,n the people publicly or pri-
vately, to diminish ourstrength and faith
in the least degree. All these tendencies
should serve 1o arouse .in us an increas-
ing energy and fidelity, leadini us to
seek God more and more, that we
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may contend individually and collective-
ly against all these evil influences that
are brought in among us. We cannot
cease our watchfulness; we mustnot lay
down our armor; we are under the
necessity of watching tnto prayer con-
stautly. We cannoot sit down and take
it easy in these maltters, lest the adver-
sary, in a moment we think not, get
advantage of us; for although present
necessities may not seem 1o be bringing
us 1o a test, there is coming a time when
we shall all be brought to the standard
of measurement and weight, to know
whether we bear the seal of the ever-
lasting Gospel’s requirements, and are
accounted worthy fur such advancement,
tor such gifts and blessings, for such
trust of power and influence, as shall
enable us to give proof of our faithtul-
ness. There is no time for us to waste
in these things; and while we are thus
delving in the way of hfe, and are made
subject to ‘booms,'” Lo oppressions and
hard times, as they are called, and to
divisions of party teelings because of
politics, we have great need, in order to
stand successfully and squarely in all
these maiters, of that measure of the
Spirit that shall enable us under every
circumstance to act the part of a Latter-
day 5aint, and not, as is sometimes
said of us, to act more gentilish 1han the
Gentiles themselves.

It is expected of men who have at-
tained to maturity in lile that they will
accomplish caretul, difficult and intricate
labors which younger ones cannot he
expected to do. We aresuppused to be
so far advanced in the knowledge ol
Gud, in the power of the Priesthood,
and in the understanding or the truth,
that none of these things shall move us.
Whether a man is of one party or
another party, he should understand
that what he is doing ought to be for
the interest ol the whole. here should
be no sectional, narrow-minded contri-
vances for the benefit of the few to the
injury of the whole, These are some
ot the finer works that the Elders used
anciently to tell us of. We have heard
the Presidency in former times tell us
how that we had tu be made very fine
and put through the finest of screéns to
become fit for the Master's use. Now is
the time for us to be looking toit, to
cease ali strife and contention and put
down everytbhing of the kind. There
shouid be nothing allowed in the polin-
cal arena that can hurt the faith of any
brother or sister or prevent them from
sitting down together at the table «f the
Lord's supper and partaking of that
ordinance n the most worthy and ac-
ceutable manner  Is this the case with
us? If it is not,how farare we off from it,
and how much work have we to do with
ourselves to obtain that status and re-
main there? For be it known that un-

less we maintain the unity of the faith
and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost,
we are not the Lord’s neither shall we
be able to find Him when we shall most
need Him. \We have to maintain our
tellowship with the heavens complete,
or ima trying hour we may find our-
selves without God in the world. We
have then to be on the alert continually,
Lhat no spirit, no machination of man ar
Satam can have power to turn us trom the
right way of the Lord.

[he Lord has very great designs con-
cerning this people, just so fast as He
can bring us up to realize them. Now,
my brethren, when everything is quiet
and still, and there is no particular de-
mand made of us, we all seem to be
very much united. But how often is it
the case that something comes up and
we find that we are a revelation to our-
selves directly? We find within us a
spirit or frame of mind different from
what we previously entertained brought
out by something that we had oot be-
fore experienced. We are being made
subject to chafges and vicissitudes in all
1he iriais of lile, as much as mortal men
and wonien can be made subiect to; and
I will venture to quote the saying of the
Savior in a revelation to usin these last
days, that all things that can be shaken
shall be shaken. Then whois he that
has got his lamp tummed and buraing?
Who is he that gas got that measure of
faith for himselt that under every tryin
circumstance he can go to the Lord ans
find grace and help in every time of
need to enable him to contorm his feel-
ings, taith and fellowship to the con-
ditions that surround him? This is a
period of revelation. [Itisa battle that
1s being carried on, not with steel nor
with any carnal weapons, but it is the
silent, peacefui and powerful work of
the Holy Spirit in our hearts and in the
hearts of those whom we can prevail
upon to become subject to the same, 10
change us from our naturally selfish in-
chinations, desires and designs into the
ways and purposes of the true and living
God; and the way to do that is t-.at we
daily keep His commandments, hearken
to the words of wisdom, and continually
live by every preceptthat procecdeth
from the mouth of God. We are yet a
great way irom the perfection of the
Lord.

I wish the brethren and sisters, the
Eiders particularly, could be stirrerl up
to search the scriptures and to find out
something more of the character of the
Lord; for if we cannot find Him out
personally, we can learn very much of
His character by reading the sacred
word of Gud that is lett for us, As we
say of one another, ‘'We do not know
ﬁou personally, but we have come to

now you by reputation,” so we can
learn, in the word of God, if we will
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