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GROWTH OF THE CHURCH
I1 i

thirty six years andrix months ago
on saturday last the church of jesusjesus
chrisichrist oiof latter day saints was organ-
ized

I1

with bikblksix members those six
individuals hadashad as strong an assurance
that the organization then commenced
would and endure grow and
iacre aud fulfillfulfil the prophecies con-
cerning the milmiimildokingdom1

dom of god as weWO

havelhavey lab didaiydiy the spirit of truth and
the igli1 of inspiration rested upon
them and theythes could seegee tilethe work of
the loiiloril T inhi ltits gloryglory coveringcovering the
earth embracingembracin all the honest hearted
anioanloamerigilg nimankinduklid and civigiving1 ug libertyilberlibei ty to
the oppressed and downdowntroddenarodgenoen egyevery-
wherewhereonon thetile face of the globe

fromfriciprom the first the church has had to
endure persecution of no ordinary
kind stran that in the enlightened0litchietleti
nineljath century and ll11in this free

c iuenluenill11 gilell and wamenwomen0 should be
parsecpers utcy for their faith yet so itithhasas
been andis 1 to say that such liashas not
been nor is tilethe case is but poor consol-
ationationo i those who have summeredsuffered and
endured andaud who are now heldheidliel d upadislis
objects for the public ire to be turned
upon thetho tacesace of persecution
andwild while contending with the niostlubet

6 1

tilethe church iidliahushas
grown and hiarmincreasedsed iiiin an unparalleledliedelod
degneodegree

in a little over thirthirtytysty ssixm years our
mim0 aeeate traversed the pt

1 tn almosalmost every nation on the
earthaearthlynearcarcarthathliniidlidildhd gatligatherederedored to thisthia continent
honic ouiafoulsoula fromfroni many countrieses
durlinduningduring facie labors themselves and
their fafamiliesmilles have been repeatedly
drivelldriven from their lihommenhornetonlesonies robbed and
plundered

I1
of their property and hhaveaveavo

been compelled to ferecommencecommence life un-
derberthethethetho most adverse circumstances
the churchesChurchds a body was forced fromfroin
the abodes of white men compelled to
ficeflee lutotlib wilderness broke epandup and
planted farmsdarms by themaythe way for thetho weary
and needy of their brethren who might
follow in their tracktrach opened a path to
thetho great west where a foundation was
laidlaidlymiDy for a bright galaxy of
claytSta I1 y to adorn the na df our
Inidun lr 11 and peopled a territory with
a population0 tilation happy industrious united
virtuous audand beyond auyilby to beb

onoil the eartharth so far as
our traveistravels havehavo extended

wile t 1 considered that all this has1119

beenbeen done by faith in god energy and
perseverance

7 withoutwith1 out wealth except
that crenciencreatedtewted by the industryind of hosethose

engaged in theth e workvork he must be dulldell
indeed or wilfully blind who cannot
eco thelandthe hand of the lord and hisills over
rullruilni in guiding0 and di
greetin own work

in with the saints atitalicthe pre-
sent

re-
sent etuiatulsemibemisemiannualannual conference these
and other similar reflections forced
themthemselvesbeltes upon uaus they whowiio ash-
for a ibelifilmiracleracie connected with the cuccia
of can see it before them to-
day in this territory in the latter day
baanna and when it is considered how

arkprk of god has thriven with the
bitterest 1 animosity directdirectedod against it
by ose who naturally speaking hadbad
thetho paw

4 r tcofco arry it abild strove to do
eo they who now libor to accomplish
leheledebejin me inight taletake a leon

from the past and futile anhateare
thethie efforts of men when opposed to thenthet
being in whose hand is tillnil the power of
all the children of men

theyheyacy also whowilo love and seek to live
the truth callcan overoven dradraww consolation
from the past if the founders of tilethe
work buoyed up by the inspiration of
the spirit of god could feel joyous and

I1 assured under the most adverse circum-
stances knowing that god reigns0 and
that he willwil1 take care ofhis work how
much stronger reason have the saints
now to be even more strongly assured
with their past experience added to
their present faith and knowledge the
fulfillment of the promises of god in the
past gives us anall additional assurance
if such were needed that those yet to

1

be realized will be as surely fulfilled

THE COconferenceINFERENCE MEETINGS

the meetings which have been heldhold
during0 tilethe present Coneonconferencefereneeferendo hhaveave
been very numerously attended and
the spirit of god has been poured out
iliin rich abundance upon speakers and
hearers at someome of the meetings the
nowerybowerynrypry was crocrowdedwiled lonionlongiong before ththee
appointed titimeaienlennorforor commencing serviceicei

1

every inchnich of ground within hearing0
distance being occupied with hundreds
around whowiro could ilotnot get sufficiently
nairnear to hear the words of the speakers

the unanimity which pervaded the
vast congregations callcan find a paralparallel
nowhere else outside of this territory
in any assembly relirellreligiousloiis or political
it is this union which the enemies of
the truth cannot understand nor heac-
count for and judging by their own
evil intents and desires they dread that
it may be employed for purposes such
as they themselves would use it for
could they obtain it amongmonC those wwould
work with and for them in the accod

of their unholy objects yet
iiatheytheythes were not wilfully and wickedly
blind they could to see in it a

i practical development and realization
ofor that unity which thehe savior declared
should exist amonamong those who received
and lived accordiaaccording to the gospel when

I1 he saidsold if ye are not one ye are not
of me anin increasing0 knowknowledgeknowledgled e of

the truth and the workingsworking of the holy
i

f spiritcirit in the hearts of those who receive
j it can alone produce such union and
the unanimity existing0 amongamohn tilethe as-

i

1

thousands of the latter day
saints is one of tiletiie 0grandestran dest alidand strong
estcst testimonies that could be borne tcto

1

1 tthehe world that their hearts are swayed
j by thothe same holybay influence and ththat
the principles of the gospel are held
and observed by them it isig a lesson
from which the wise and
amongt mankind may learn much it
tells that the work of god is 0growing
and increasing and thatthai the day i
llailahasteningsterling on whenwhon peace and 1goodsilwoodgood
shall extend their doidoldominionninion over th
earth and Veryvers man in ever
place wwillililii meet a brother and a friend

hirtyTHIRTY SIXTH semi
Y conference

the sersetsemiililyl animaliai conference con
vencavenea in the boweryv vry 1inI ththisis city 01

saturday morning oct gilr 1866
president brigham young presiding

on the stand during the meetingmeetings
were presidents brigham young he
ber C kimball and daniel H wells
the first presidency orson HyHyde johrJohi
taylor wilford woodruff george A
smith amasa ALL lymann ezra T
bensondenson lorenzo snow erastus
and george Q cannon of the
apostles john smithy patriarch jo
sesephsenhh Yyoung0 senron levi IN hancock
albert P ilirifrockwoodlockwoodrock wood horace S eld
redge and john van cott of the
dencydeney of the seventies john younyoung
edwin D woolley and samuel W
richards the presidency of the hithhiglhigi
priests quorum daniel spencer am
george B wallace of the presidency
of this stake or moilzion edward hunter
leonard W hardy and jesse C little
the presidency ofor tilethe bishoprick peterpete
mauMauemanabathanhaa prespresidingidin bishop of
co lorinlyrin farrvarn president and 0 W

avest prespresidingldinaidina bishop of weber cocokcoi
giorgegeorge D wattvitt and edward L sloangloan

ceerEeepporters with other elders and bish-
opsps from various parts of thothe territory

in front of the stand were the taber
naele choir led by elderElde rRobertrobert bands
the ogden choir led by elder william
pugh and the logan choir led by elder
william knowlesKnowlcs I1

the conference waswag called to order
by president brigham young the tab-
ernacle choir sang the morning4

breaks 11 elderelder orson hyde prayed
Ssingingin GgoD ye messengersligers of glory
by the tabernacle choir

president B youngyounayounvoun expressedex based him-
self that his dedesires and prayers were
and are that the Eeldereider of israel and all
the Saintalnas imay have the spirit ofoff god
to such an extent that they may
be deceived and hohe asked would it not
be well for the elders in speakingspeakinglug
to bear testimony to thejhcthe work of the
lord liehe bore testimony to its growth
and the growth of the saints in the
principles of eternal life and inquired
ifiranifanahnyyuadnadhad failed to increase in faith and
in reerecreceivingelVing the revelationsrevelations of god
who had hindered them from so doing
or taught them anything ththatat woulwouldbd

prevent thein from receiving any bless-
ingll11ig they couldouid0 desire in righteousness

pres H 0 kimball spoke in test
money concerning the establishment of
the kingdom of god quotin g the worda
dejesusofjesus the Kingdomdfof god is with-
inayouyou and showing that those whod
have rendered obedience t the truth
and have the spirit ofbf thethel lord with
thelandthem and the principles of

1 in their hearts are thenie recipientsrecipient of the
blessings expressed in those words
he bore testimony to the saints as a

t people having increased in righteous
ness faith and good works

pres D H wells reasoned upon the
y the lord to his elders

that if they would go forth without
purse and scrip and bear his gospel to
tilethe nations they should boba fed and
clothed and have meansmoans put into their
hands and pointed to the
that by all who had gone forth
in faith also the promise mademilde
through the elders that those who
would obey the gospel should rereceive a
testimony of its truth aajpromise which
no impostor could make with the most
remote prospect of its being fulfilled
yet it has been proven true by thous-
ands and thousands todayto day can bear
testimony to its truth he exhorted
the saints to diligence and faithfulness
in the performanceperform ince of thehe duties which
are required at their nandahanda and referred
to the rich blessings which we benjenjoyoy
blessings of the heaven and the earth
enjoining the necessity of taking care
of the grain I1which the earth has
antly broughtbrouglit forth this season andand of
every blessing temporal or spiritual
and urged prayerrerfulness audand hurhumanitynaulty
before the lord that the saints mightC

be preserved fromfronk evil
singing bby the choir prayer by

elder geogoo Q cannon 1

1 pmndratrasinging by the ogden choir prayercr
by Eeldereideriderlder john taylor an orlorioriginalginaI1 I1
pieceleeeicee composed by lelderleideri H Wiett biorfor the occasion was sung byelder
george teasdale chorus sed by tilethe
tabernacle choir

elder orson hyde addressed the con-
gregationgregationgatlon inili a very I1instructive manner
quoting the words of jesus to the
Nephites then shall the work com-
mence with the father among all
nationsnation ac showing by figure and
illustration that thethi workwork of the lord
for the accomplishment of his purposes
has comcommencedfenced among theilic nations andund
that they are being prepared for des-
olationsolatblationslons and great miserymisery if theothey willwin
not receive the truth aas the Saintsainta of
god are being prepared for unnumbered
blessings if theythest ey continue faithful he
bore a strong testimony to joseph
smith being as prophet of god and to
president brigham young being the
man appointed and accepted 0of tilethe
lord to lead his church since the death
of the prophetProplietilet joseph

singing oyby the logan choir
elder icjohndin taylor treated on the

order of the organization of the church
of christ showing that the churches of
modern christendom are vronwrong in
doctrine and organization accordingaccord lg to
the bible on which as a revelation
from god they proprofessedlyedby are based
he referred to his early studies of the
scripturesScrip and to his being satisfied
that the church of christ as organizedorganize
in the days of jesus and his immediate
desciples had in it apostles prophets
helps fihsgilts and blessings which were
to continue whilowhile the church was re-
cognized meldand owned by god these he
could not find in the churches of the
world but when lie found them with
tilethe povpolpowerer of god 1 as received through
josephjoseo smithsinith heil had revealed the
inesinezmenagesagesago broughtbrou glitgilt with gladness the

lord had confirmed tofilato filmhimasalmasas10loto thou
andsanda of others the truth of mhd word aamaar

spoken by his bonsonservantvantrant T lib sha rca
that the promprowpreachingI1i I1 g afif the gospgospel the blw
authority of the priesthood landand bearing w
the tetestimonystimon 0of the truth in power to
the rnations iakkadhad gathered all who havehate
come together to keep the commcommand-
ments

antiantl
of god I1 411

speaking of testimonies lie said
god has spoken the heavens havehare

been copened and who of the saints ddoesoes A

not know it he has spoken from the
heavens he is our god nee arearcrd hishibhisneyjeo
pie and we know it and nde can
stay the onward progress of hisyerwork 11

singing by titfittheeorOgdenelleli choir prayer
bby bishop P H young

sunday rthth ldaida
the vast bowery was crowded to ex

cesspesss9 with an inteinterestedrestedretted and attentive
congrecongregationgatlongation while crowds weno com-
pelledbelled to go away being unable to get
within hearing distance of tilethe speakers

singing by the tabernacle choir
Eelderiderlder lo10lorenzorenzo snow prayed logan
choir sungbungsunbun sweet is thy work

elder I1Wwilfordilfordliford woodruff occupied thethem

stand and spoke by way of testimony
inalnain a most interesting manner referring
to tho way in which the lord had work
ed upon him when a youngg naan be

I1
fore he had heard of the 0gospel1 0s wllell pre
paring him to receive it aandlu of hbhe
manmanner in which goddad worked uuponn

i
president B young and manj- ootherer
elderseidersEibets for thetho same purposepurposed he aish

I1 spoke of the efforts ortheof the adversaryadvadversaryerbar tto
destroy those noble spirits who halhaihad re
celled the truth at an earlsearly dakofday of the 1

church and ofbf evil spirits foidlcominging to
them in numbers at maniousvarious times and
places with this object bearing testi-
mony of having heenbeenceif so attacked in
london when in comcompanyliany with elder
george A smith and of angels
apappearingpearinpearln tito him whowito reliereilerelievedveIvel him
from the power aandind presence of the
wicked Bpsamufritscrits thisthiis testestimony he said
hehd had never borne ppubliclyubaiely before and
the spirit which accompanied it4 de-
clared its truth to the immense congre-
gation to whom it was for thetiie first time
given during his remarks hohe related
many interesting incidents of the pro-
tecting care which the lord hushashaS exereser
alsed oyerover his servants

Eldeeideelmerjohnrjohn D T McAllistmcallistercr sansausang 1I
live for those who love me

elder erastus snow followedd speak-
ing of the gospel being broubroughtflitglit to him
when a boy in the state otof vermont
and ofot the power of god which rested
upon himhirn sealing upon his heart the
truth of the tetestimony borneborno to himhica by
elder 0 pratt who first prpreachedcached the
truth to him fromflom that time until
the present he had been engaged inin
bearing testimony of the gospel to this
and other nations seeking out the hon
est in heart he narrated martofpart of his
personal history connected with the
Ch and some of the persecutions
he had endured with his brethren for
the truths sake and testified that it
was and is the power of god and not of
man which has over sustainedhis ser-
vants and controlled the destinies of
his work in bearing testimony to the
work of god he pointed out the effects
of the gospel upon those who receive it
and referred to the coming forth of the
book of Arormononmon the simplicity of thelthem
doctrines contained in it and the bless-
ings which arearc received by those who be-
lieve in andaccept itas a revelation from
god

singing by thetile ogden choir pravet
by elder george D watt s

4lprpm arl

the congregation wawas8 larger and den-
serserififpossible than I1inntthehe morning

singing by the tabernacle choh
piprayerayeraser by elder W IV phelps sinsing-
ing Nililil M byy the ogden choir sacramentii t ad-
ministered bypy bishop hunterHuntdrandand as-
sisting brethren

president B youngxoungoun spoke of the
unanimity of feeling ajoenjoyed by allali who
receive the gospelgospelandnd theirthoin desires to
make known its truths to all the child-
ren of meniben mankind can never find
out god by any other than the lordlords
own appointed way he referred to his
first hearing the gospel and to the cor

which theplan laid before
bimby illiterate men corresponded with
thetho plan laid downdoyn in the now testa-
ment and spoke of the overwhelming
testimony by which the work of gohgoagod
was sussustainedtallied in this age even in onan
earlygarly day after the Hon of thethe
church the systems of religion taught
among men do not teach mankind nor
have they power to advance them IAin tilethe
knowledge of god tilethe gospel is the
only true philosophyhilhii in the heavens or
inirl fthebebaearthh and when it is preapreachedphed to
all nations as a witness9 then will come 4

the end of tilethe reign of wickedness on
the earth

liehe reviereviewedweil the settlement of thisthih
coucountry by the iatterlatteratta dilyday saintssainte the

winchwhich had to be en encounter


