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Amerienna are not to be blamed for
(afling to mee ‘‘pleverners’” In the
writer of such stufl as this, for every-
one knows it 18 utterly false in all its
articnlare and only partially true in &
fow | stances. To bis credit be it said,
the American buriness man who
eedp (eels that he would rother
t than rusiout, and he esteems
the minor pleasures of life—
chief end of exlstence—the not
n;)te;l:&g. Atthe pand® time, there g
:o doubt that amendment in some of
the A mericAD ways of living could be
m"oduued with profls, The span of
litfe would be lengthened,its joys would
be enbanoed, if instead of ranning the
machine alwaye at a high pressure,cal-
Jation Were made on keeping a certain
cugerve energy to be brought forth
r;]y in emergency. The instances of
oremature decay, the speotacle of men
E ho ought to be stlll In thelr prime.
;v god out and unfit for mental and
!t;yslcal usefulness, would be rarer if
f the divine command of one day’s
o t in seven were also added the
oy gd, common-sense, mechanical
sollle that there la danger lo ceaseleaaly
& rating even the most perfect ma-
op:ne at the highest limit of its capa-
03 Tempernnce and moderation are
olty- ch the daty of the citizen who
area for hie owi and his posterity®s
v liare, 88 though they weure blazoned
Weon the statute books npd enforced

:llfrough jadicial penalities.
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CONCERNING THE COMET.

Atthe present time there 18 Jdimly
discernible 1o the mnortbern &ky a
tenuous-looking will-o’-the-wiap, and

n who have devoted their llves to
med make B husiness of exploratious of
:1?3 upper deep hold nightly interviews

ith the little wanderer, that is, wien
:;,e view I8  unpobstructed. The

et—for Buch in one form
= apother it undoubtedly Is—
31' pot pcem disposed to cultivate

O?Bhborly,mlallons with our planet,
nﬁngough one or two of the knowing
s es haveexpressed the opinion thut
?:e orbite of the two may intersect at a

jot oot set JoWD on the map. This
i largely # culation. of the baseless
gort, & natural product of minds whigh
are constantly bent upon the things
thut be 1ar 8Way and which, therefore,

re impresnlonable by dreama and airy
- ttops more than by the more
!elt(lsgl?]y and solid things of this grovel-

nce.

ln%::rw the earth were Llo pass
through the phosphorescent train of s
comet, it would be a ciroumatance
.alwget'her unappreciable to ws. In
faot, ouY sgtropvmical instructors ad-
vige up that this very thing wasdone a
few yenrs 880, in the case of the mag-
niflcent comet of 1862, we heljeve, The
teou.ty of & comet’s caudal appendage
is s0 grent that it does Dot enter the
domain of substantial things at all, but
{a rather of the Dature of u traoelucent
haze. Htars are peurly as ensily seen
through 1t us when it ls oot in the way,
this of course referring to the
more remote portion of it, for the
density incremses s tbe head of
the comet is approached, and thiz It.aqu
{8 undounbtedl¥ & more or less sulid
mass; if this were to collide with the
earth it might shake us up consider-
ably, especially when we coueider that

all pomets move along at a rate dozens
and it mny be bhundreds of times as
fast as cur comparatively snail- paced
earth does—ani yet we lose no time, if
the matter ot 68,000 mlles an hour is
to be taken into consideration! How-
ever, 1t is to be boped that no one wili
abandon bimeelf to gloomy apprehen-
slonp over such u result, for it {s not
likely to occur.

The word comet le froin the Greek
coma, meaning hair; planet {s irom the
same tongue and means wupnderer.
Both appeliations are singularly insp-
propriate and illustrote agaln how
prone is the uncultured mind to attach
appearances and mesnloge to things
in accordance with its own limited
scope. There Is nothing remotely re-
sembling hair about .a comet, and
the plunets are pot in Aoy sense
wanilerers, pursuing, ae they de, paths
nbout the center of onr system with
an unvarying regularity which no
mechanism can approach; year after
year, age after age and oyole after
ovole has it been with them a steady,
unswerving coures in their mighty
aweep through epace; yet so nicely are
the lawe of force from wituin and
witbout applied that no deflection ca-
cure; Indeed, s variance {n one of thelr
pathe by so much as the curve some-
times imparted to the flight of a bage-

ball might produce a perturba-
tion throughout the entire solar
system]! There I8 pot much that

resembles s ““wanderer?’ in this, surely;
but the comet lsthat and nothing else.
But three or four comels are known
to have fixed orbits, and only two or
three of these are ever seen twice by
the enine generation, thelr orbits are so
extremely elongnted. It is held that
therm are as many of the other kind ns
there are flahes jo the sea and their de-
portment in space must be the very
ne plus ulira of celestial eccentripity.
They meander around until our sun hy
his own movement through the
otheren] depths, or that of the comet,
and perhaps both, bring the latter
within his influence, and then it
makes a8 plunge almost directly for his
blazing breast. We may not see it un-
ttl it has bheen oo the way for weeks at
the rate of several {bhousand miles a
minute, and mny not see it at all, de-
pending upon its magnitude and our
relntive positions. Kt fliea to 1ts nenr-
est approach to the sun, 1ts speed con-
stantly increaslng, 8nd when it

gels as nDear B&m is  copeist-
ent with a flank movement at
the right time, it darts paet

and pearly around the burning zone,
thence disappearing as rapidiy ee it
came and being lost to the view of
man forever. Why is it that the power
which seemingly draws it toward itselr
becomen apparently all at once & re-
pelling one and thut which threatened
to plunge into the furoace 18 kept at a
proper distance und eent back Lo the
depthe of the phoreless sea from
whence it oanme2Z As a scientific
question, uo astronomer or other
person ocan anewer with any de-
gree of eatisfactlon, ner can any
of them give ue even more than a
theory of what ocometsare, why they
are of by what they are controlled; by
the ald of the prism and apectroscope
we kuow some of thelr compooent
parts and thnt is all we do kpow. And
yeot some of them have approached so
near t}.}eisun that anything metallio

- —
contained 1o them would have melted
as rapldly se a snowhsll in s biszing
fire.

Comets are mysterious visitors, and
the comparative Irequency of their

coming instead of diminishing the
intereet In  them which we al
feel doee but increase it. W hether we

shall ever know more of them than
bow is merely u guess, but it mny be
received as a certaloty that every time
one approaches, a hundred telescopes
manned by sa many ekllled nud exper-
lenced sky voyagers will be trained
upon it, nll Intent upon adding what-
spever they may to the fund of infor-
mation opow possersed; meantime,
theories econetructed out of ioglcal
premlises, beliefs and even well-worded
apostrophes to the comet are strictly in

order.
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THE PANAMA CANAL SCANDAL.

When France has 0o governmental
orisie on hand, she geunernily manages
to improvise a buge scandal or some-
thing equally peneiratingto get along
with for the time twing. Bhe haes not
hnd & ministerial overturning for & few
yoars, but the variety aod number of
the other commodity have led the
record pomewhat, and this in France
meane & great deal. The Intest thing
in the shape of a full-grown, well-
developed soandal are the facts coming
to light regarding the manneric which
money wae raised for the Punama
cannl echeme, ae well as what was
done with it atter it wus rajsed.

It looke ne If leglslators were much
the same In all ages and in nll cown-
tries. There is sure to be one here and
there whose vote and influence are for
sale, and the price demanded and re-

celved wusually oorresponds with
the extent to which he onn osuse
others to do am he engages
to do. Uncle Bam has hnd several

such skeletons in his closet, but only
occasionally have the dear public heen
favored with a view of them, except
Jduring the period immediately follow-
ing the war, when they became =0
common that no one on the outside
seemed to mind them much, snd the
detalls of the Credit Moheller by which
the government was ewindled out of o
few score milllone; the De Golyer con-
tracte;, the Pacific Mail substdy (this
reeembling the present French mud-
Jdle more than any other); the Bystes~
matic traffic in post traderships, and
many others, not forgetliug the later
Htar route traneactions,got to be read as
#o0 much news and nothing more.
There is no telling at present what
will come of the developments apent
the Isthmian cansal, but in the cham-
ber of deputles yesterday M, de Ja
Haye created a most profound sensa-

tion and oot a little tumult by
showiong that money had been
raiped for the purpose of buy-

ipg votes in that body, the ocne who
sulloited the funds declaring thut the
modest sum of 5,000,000 francs, or
about one million dollars, wue al] that
was wabted to purchase the peeded
cousplences in either houee of the
patlonal leglelature. This, 1if true,
goen Lo show that the average French
stnteeman ie muoh cheaper than his
trans-Atiantie brother, for the Pacifio
Mail company at the time referred to
went into the open market several

e A



