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A meriomerianscanis ueare not to be blamed for

fallingfailing to see cleverness 1 1 toin the
writer of suchauch stuff as this for every-
one knows it Is utterly false inid all its
particulars1articulars and only partially true in a
fafeww I1 stances to his credit be it said
the american business man who
succeeds feels that he would rather
worwear out than rust out and he esteems

one of the minor pleasures of lifeasan
not the chief end of exisexistencetonce the act
of etingeating at the samssaint time there toIs

doubt that amendment in some of

the
no

american ways of living could be

introduced with profit the span of

life would be joys would
be enhanced if instead of running the
machinechino always at a high
pulatlonlation were made on keeping a certaincu
reserve energy to be brought forth
only I1ina aularemergencygenoy the instances of
premature decay the spectacle of men
who ought to be still in their prime

god out and unfit for mental andfogbysiek usefulness would be rarer itif
tog the diviusdivine command of one days
restreft in seven were also added the

common sense mechanicalsoundaund
rulerole that there tois danger in ceaselessly
operating even the most perfect ma-
shine

ma-

chinochino at the highest limit of itsito capa
temperance and moderation are

mauchmuch the duty of the citizen whoas
parescares for his own and his posterposterityitys
welfareep as though they were blazoned

the statute books and enforcedarwinupon
throughtrough judicial penalties

concerning THE COMET

attheat the present time there laIs dimly

discernible I1inn the northern akekyY a

tenuous looking willwillomaeo the wisp and
who have devoted their lives tomena

and
me

make a business of explorations of

the upper deep hold nightly interviews
with the littlee wanderer that is when

view isia unobstructed thethe such in formfor onecomettcom
another it undoubtedly jrisor

doesdoe not seem disposed to cultivate
neighbor lyrerelationslations with our planetplanetj
although one or two of the knowing
ones have expressed the opinion thalthai
the orbits of tthehe two may intersect at a

not setgot down on the map this
speculation of the baselesslargelyis natural product of minds which

borortt a
constantlyot bentbeat upon the thingsare and which thereforetheredorefarawayawayfarthethatt be
impressionable by dreams and airyare morere than by the moreequations

fleshly and solid things of this grovegrovel-
ing

1

existence
evenvan itif the earth were to passpan

through the phosphorescent train of a

comet it would be a circumstance
altogether unappreciable to us in

instructors ad-
vise

astronomicaltacitfact our
vise us that this very thing was done a
few years ago in the case of the mag

comet of 1862 we believe the
of a cacometsmetmetss caudal appendage

is so great that it does nonot enter the
domain of substantial thinthingsdigs at all but
Isin rather of the nature of a transtranslucentlucen t
hosehaze starsstare are nearly as easily seen
through it as when it is not in the way
this of course referring to the
more remote portion of it forfer the
density increases as the head of

taigthe comet is approached and this itself
toIs undoubtedly a more or loseless solid

to collide with themasaa itif this were
earue it might shake us up considerr

especiallyilly whowhen we consider that

all comets move along at a rate dozensdowns
and it may be hundreds of times as
fast as our comparatively snail paced
earth does and yet we lose no time if
the matter otof miles an hour toIs
to be taken into consideration how
everevert it is to be hoped that no one will
abandon himself to gloomy apprehend
eions over such a result for it tois not
likely to occur

the word comet is fromfroin the greek
coma meanmeaningng hair planet is from the
same tongue and means wanderer
both appellationsappel lations are singularly inap-
propriateprop and illustrate again how
prone is the uncultured mind to attach
appearances and meanings to things
in accordance with its own limited
scope there is nothing remotely re-
semblingsem bling hair about a comet and
the planets are not in any sonsense
wanderers asam they do pates
about the center of our system with
an unvarying regularity which noao
mechanism can approach year after
year age after00r age and cycle after
cycle has it been with them a steady
unswerving course in their mighty
sweep through space yet so nicely are
the laws of force from and
without applied that no deflection 00oo
ourscure indeed a variance in one of their
paths by so much as the curve some-
times imparted to the flight of a base-
ball might produce a perturba-
tion throughout the entire solar
system I1 there Is not much that
resembles a wanderer in thlethis surely
but the comet laIs that and nothing else
but three or four comets are known
to have fixed orbits and only two or
three of these are ever seen twice by
the same generation their orbits are so
extremely elongated it Is held that
therethem are as many of the other kind as
there are fishes in the sea and their de-
portment in space must be the very
none plus ultra of celestial eccentricity
they meander around until our sun by
his own movement through the
ethereal depths or that of the corncometot
and perhaps both bring the latter
within his influence and then it
makeni a plunge almost directly for his
blazing breast we may not see it un-
til it has been on the way for weeks at
the rate of several thousand miles SLa
minute and may not see it at all dode
pending upon itsats magnitude and outour
relative positions it flies to its near-
est approach to the sun its speed con-
stantly increasing and when it
gets as near as is consist
entant with a flankbank movement at
the right time it darts past
and nearly around the burning zone
thence disappearing as rapidly asan it
came and being lost to the view of
span forever why tois it that the power
which seemingly draws it toward itself
becomes apparently all at once a re-
pelling one and that which threatened
to plunge into the furnace isin kept at a
proper distance and sentseat back to the
depths of the sea from
whence it cameearned As a scientific
question no astronomer or other
person can answer with any de-
gree of satisfaction nor can any
of them give us even more than a
theory of what comets are why they
are or by wwhathatcheythey are controlled by
the aid of the prism and spectroscope
we know some of their component
parts and that tois all we do know and
yet some of them have aapproachedpreachedproached so
near the sun that adythanything14 Mmetallic
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contained in them would have melted
as rapidly as a snowball in a blazing
fire

comets are mysterious visitors and
the comparativocomparative Irefrequencyquency of their
coming instead of diminishing thother
interestinteresc in them which we al
feel does but increase it whether we
shall ever know more of them than
now isie merely a guess but it may be
received as a certainty that every time
onone approaches a hundred telescopesteles copee
manned by as many skilled and exper
fencedIs Dced sky voyagersvoyagers will be trained
upon it all intent upon adding what-
soever they may to the fund of
matlonmation now possessed meantime
theories constructed out of logical
promisespremises beliefs and even well worded
apostrophes to the comet are strictly in
order

THE PANPANAMAAMA CANAL SCANDAL

when prancefrance hasbaa no governmentalmental
crisis on hand sheehe generally manage fr
to improvise a huge scandal or some
thing equally penetrating to gotget alone
with for the time being she hasbaa not
had a ministerial overturning for a few
years but the variety and number of
the other commodity have led the
record somewhat and this in france
means a great dealoleal the latest thing
in the shape of a full grown well
developed scandal are the facts
to light regarding the manner in
money was raised for the panama
canal scheme as well as what waswaa
done with it alterafter it was raised

Itloit looks as if legislators were bueb
the same in all ages and in all coun-
tries there toia sure to be one here and
there whose vote and influence are for
sale and the price demanded and re
calved usually corresponds with
the extent to which tiehe can cause
others to do asan hebe engagesengage
to do uncle sam has hadbad several
such skeletons in his closet but only
occasionally have the dear public been
favored with a view of them except
during the period immediately follow-
ing the war when they became soBO
common that no one on the outside
seemed to mind them much and the
details of the credit modellerMo beller by which
the government was swindled out of a
fewa score millions the oedo golyer coucon
tracts the pacific mail subsidy
resembling the present french mud
dledie more than any other the syste-
matic traffictraffie in post traderships andabidmany others not forIforgettingketting the later
star route to be read asa
so much news and nothing more

there tois no tollingtelling at present what
will come of the developments anent
thebe isthmian canal but in the cham-
ber of deputies yesterday M dode lahaye created a most profound sensa-
tion and not a little tumult by
showing that mousymoney had been
raised for the purpose of buy-
ing votes in that body the one whowha
solicited the funds declaring that the
modest sum of francs orof
about one million dollars was all that
was wanted to purchase the needed
consciences in either house of thothe
national legislature this if true
goes to show that the average frenzifrencht
stastatesman isin much bheacheaperaett than hishie
trans atlantic brotherboothsr for thea
mail company at the time referred to
went into wethe open market adverseveral


