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the laws go that such special privilege
may Do longer exist.

Preeldent Harrigon Je safd to be
gtrongly In favor of annexation; we
pelieve President Cleveland 18 not op-

emed 6o it, and It eeems that an over-
whelming majority of the people setu-
ally demnand it. This is certainly the
case on the Paclflo slope,

A CRITIC TREED.

In no respect is the present age more
guperficial than in the matter of its
reading. Whethet it be peetry,history,

fietiop, 'literary bric-a-brac or what
pot, the generality of readers have
nearly alsvays something else on their
minds, or something else to dn, or bhut
little time to spaTe from one cause or
another, and thus the ‘‘reading®
amounty oftener than otherwise to
a hasty glance over & few of
the pages, but not always to so
much ap even that. It is re-
lated of an Enpglish coritie that he
fevently contributed to a literary paper
an allezed review of “The Queen of
Sheba,’” a volume by Thomas Bailey
Aldricb. The eritle said it was like the
author’s other poems. Anp American
oritic at once protested againpst such a
conclurion for rensons which seem to
be incontestibie, nod this brought forth
the defense by one of the Englisman?s
friends that’he meant the poem was
worth no more than other poems. The
soundness of the Amerlcan’s position,
however, will Boarcely be questioned by
-the reader after velng advised that
«The Queen of SBheha*’ js not a poem
at all nor a series of poems, but ia a
pove! In prose!

'This ciroumstance prompts the sar-
oastio News-Kecord of Chicago to ob-
aerve tkat ‘it will Jouhtless occur to
many literary men that it is s very
good plan not (o pags an opinion ona
book without a sludy of the title-page,
or at least without inguiring of some
trastworthy friend whether the vol-
ume conlaine poelry or a disoussion of
rules for whist. The precaution may
geem simple and timorous. But it
would bavesaved Mr, Andrew Lang,
for instanoce, from his little imitation
of Don Quixote’s adventures with the
windnill,*?

THE ASSAULT ON MACKAY.

Johu W, Mnaokay is abput the Iust
man in the world who would bhave
peon thought of by those who know
him a8 the target for an assasain.

s immensely weanithy, but has ot
heen exclusive, miserly or selfish witn
it all; on the contrary, his record of
good deeds quistly perturmed is & long
one, and the encourageament he is sald
to have given tu thore who seemed Lo
him to deserve it would if published
muake & volume of no mean pripor-
tlone. And he lacks that baughtiness
und disdain which characterize nine
ont of ten men who own morethan
the wenerality of their fellows, being
an uffable and accesslble now as when
his sole poseeesions ware his wages as
a miner. True, Lis famiy live in a
rather aristocratic 1if not ostentstious
manner beyond the sea, their mode
of life and place of abode buing some-
what antagonistic tp the democratio

He.

spirit of tbe jand in which they
2ot thelr money; hat that 1s
altogether a matter of taste, something
with which they alone have to do.
There is nothing of that kind about
Mr. Maockay himeelf, nothlng, so far
a8 we have heard, to justify anyoune in
harbori~z resentment against bim;
and 1t is a safe assertion that his
asgailant was one of those narrow-
minded oranks who are opposed to
others® havineg-money which they will
not divide with everybody who de-
mands It.

—-—— -

THAT AMNESTY AGAIN.

In the onse of the United Btates va.
Thomas Pjerpont, in the Firat district
oourt at Provo, the defendant objected

to beine sentenced on what seems to us
safficient grounds. The charge was

adultery alleged fo have been com-
wife, and the.

mitted with a plural
claim made by Mr. Pierpont’s attor.
neys wae that the amnesty proclama-
tion of Presldent Harrison covered the
oage,- the defendant’s oftense
baving  oecurred prlor fto He
time apecified by the Executive as the
one subsequent to wilch the amnesty
would not take effect, The prosecution
demurred to this and Judge Blackbnrn
yesterday sustained the demurrer,
holding that adultery was not included
in the oases pardoned. This again
raiser the question aep to what and
whom the pardon does reach. Of course
the case will come up to the Bupreme
court and then the interpretation ro
much needed, apparently, will be had;
perhaps the Provo jurist had this In
mind when he made his rullog.

-—

OPPOSITION WHICH DOES NOT OPPOSE

A n Esstern paper recently undertook
to “‘show up®* the oigarette evil and
also thiat the passage of prohibitory en-
actments in different states and terri-

torles had had the effect of restricting
the market for those combinations of
olgarstumps and partially masticated
chews of tobacco. To this exposition
of the subject the Ban Franclsco
Clironicle enters a demurrer. It claims
that the charge that cigarettes ate made
of such materials is “ag eilly nas the
stock joke nbout cigars being made of
ocabbage leaves and brown paper.*” The
better oigarette of today, it proceeds to
show, *is just as much made of tobacco
as iz the flnest oigar ever made in
Havana, the only difference belng that
the wrapper of the cigarette is of
paper instead of a particular kind of
tobacco. The paper in the best eigur-
etten ia eapecinlly prepared for the pur-
pose of wrapping the tobacco, ity basis
being, in almost every ecase, a gotton
fiber, and it would puzzle hygienists as
well us chemists to say why, if at all,
the smoke of burnlng cotton fiber,
especially In small quantities, should
be any more injurious than the smoke
of that other vegetable produot, to-
bagco. *?

It is sincerely tobe hopod that no
one claims th:t the smoke of prepared
paper is more harmiul than that of
tobaceo, for it certainly I8 not. Both
are, however, harmful, and that {8
enpugh, and combined they are cer-
tainly not less so. Furthermore, it s

tile In any newspaper or Any man to
Bay that olgarettes are not made of
refuse materiale, and to judge to the
contrary because of their appearance
is but toexhibit a painful ignorance of
what sclence can accomplish. Also, it
fea fact whiob no amgunt of denial
can overcome, that materials other
than tobscoo enter into the composition
of cigars—not lo their injury, perhaps,
because in such & case the injury by
assooiation would be to such other in-
gredients. And the Chronicle simply
dodges the question altogether woen
it ipsistes that some people think a
cigarette more bharmful then a cigar
and are mistaken about it. Surely,
that is no argument going to show that
either i8 1ot bad. Anp evil is not
lesgened because it exists in deyrece;
the fact that opne degree is much less
than someother doer not at all change
the status of thecase. Because murder
18 8 higher offense than burglary, the
latter is not justified thereby; it is a
crime by iteeif and comparison with a
greater one does not lessen or weaken
it,

Nor will it do to accede lo the
Chronidcle’setatement that it Ysuspects??
the majority of people think one
cigarette worse than a whote box of
cigars; becanse If it did $hink so it
would show iteelf as being in & eon-
dition of profcund ignorance regarding
the bulk of humanity, who are mainly
sensible and do not believe such foolish
things. We must admit a8 a fact that
a majority of them do not look upon
tobaceo in #ny form asespecially barm-
ful, more’s the pity.

Our cotemporary ¢ontinues:

The real truth is that the erusade
againat clgarettes bas been broughtabout
by the iact that children smoke them,
their cheapness putting them within the
reach of the average small boy, and be-
cause they injure boys, as tobacce in an
form would be more than likely to do, ﬁ
ia assumed+that tho cigaretie is harmful,
per se, and that the interests of soeciety
and elvilization demand ite suppression
and annihilation. The most active cru-
sadors ugainst the cigarette, it isto be
observed, are those who have no practical
knowledge of it, unless it be of s effects
on growing boys, and who are so well
content with their iznorance us to deciine
to make inquiry or investigation.

Buppore the cause ol the ¢‘‘crusade?’

is a8 stated, i» not that suffcient
Jjustifeation, pray? Burely it
Is had enough for men to

engage in & practice which gradually
wenkens every merve in the body,
without having its baleful work hegin
when the flesh nod all the funotions
are tender and therehy more suscepti-
ble! We say, sll honor to those
tegislatures which have gonsewo far in
the direction of stamplog out suciy an
iniquity as they coujd! Would that
their efforts were oftener turned in
#uch a channel and [ess in those which
excite political etrife and poclul dis-
contenl]

The Chroniele concludes with a
digelaimer of anuy jutention to defend
the use of tobacco, but it shows &
peculiar copception of how real mis-
slonary work agusinst an evil ahould he
carrled on, or else it I8 poorly skilled
in the use of the weapons employed.

INSTEAD oF &D ordinary hackward
apring, the prospects are that we shall
wiltness a reversed equinoctial somer-
sault,




