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for market at pleasure any time of
winter he has gathered his crop
that which hebe has not gold packing it
in hisbis storehouses so as to keep it grow-
ing and fresh this once nearly use
lopelees swamp now the mostmoat desirable
landlana isia of richnob black boil
the result of much labor
the swamps not all but many of them
are thusthue being subdued and asaa lar asaa
comm n comforts are concerned here
ia18 a prosperous community the most
soao in my observation of this present
trip

I1 held conversation with a mr
george perryferry aged about 70 and be-
cause of a peculiar expression on hisbin
face I1 bakedasked bim what matter
with him why hebe asked because I1
have talked halthalf an hour with you and
you have not swore once I1 believe I1
never traveled where there was so
much hardbard swearing as lain Michimichigangaii
while atthe hotel a young man was so
profane that I1 spoke to him he
hesitated thethen said it is a habitbabit I1
have acquired I1 know it is not right
but it is the custom of thothe country 7

the early history otof the country was
referred to when to my knowledge
money wise loaces without interest or
note and mortgage asaa a matter otof
friendship that time is past in mich-
igan 12 soldsaid one of the pirtyparty show
me a maoman who is nonot after the dollar
and who is strictly honest in aft things
and you will find hair growing in the
palm of bisbig band A very sinsingularguler
expression 91 said 1I yesyep sirair but it IsIB

too true 23

two and a halthair miles out from pon-
tiac on the 8 tuturnpike I1 came
to a where 1 went to
school and where the prophet joseph
smith drenchedprenprom ched to crowded housesbouses and
the first mormon sermon was preached
in those days of new settlements the
schools were well mtattendedended Asaa I1 was
preparing to take a photo of the spot
where myself and many others re-
ceived the oo pel and where toethe gifts
of the the spirit were manifested thehe
school mistress requested to bebetokenbetakentaken
in the picture with her scholars butbui
when sheab gathered all of her
school around her they num-
bered only eight I1 marveled at
first at so0o great a change for
the country had become soeo thickly set
tiedsled bubutt as I1 visited the tamfamiliesI1 ilse I1 sousoonn
learned the cause of the griestgreat change
one and sometimes as many asam two
children and often no children at all
composed the household family

after taking a few pictures of our
old home the lake where I1 was bap-
tized sleepingsleeplug one night on the old
farm where the prophet joseph par-
took of our hospitality and where my
father died before the dospel came
here and where once a family of seven
of us dwelt in comfortable
staccee with ghou hoplandhope aej cheer I1
retired to a secret spot poured out my
soul in thanksgiving dropped a tear

not of degre torfor the steps taker but
joy for the knowledge received by the
gospel feeling that my hopes in the
west more than repaid me for the
sacrifice I1 had made I1 was satisfied
soon to bid adieu to the land from
whence I1 had gathered

the people have not improved in
morality since tbat time I1 am con-
tent with my western homebome so much
toso that the whole townstownshipbip here
would be no inducement in exchange

thinking people are looking for
changes to come and truly abey are
close at band we will quietly wait and
seeeee what corneacomes next

EDWARD STEVENSON

written for this paper

IN THE GRAND VALLEY

MOAB grand county utah
november 13 1893

in all my travelsgravels throughout this
intermountain region I1 have seen but
very few spots that ateare more lovely
than this little valley where I1 am now
tracing bihistorystory surrounded as it is
by high mountain cliffs and dreary
c bad landsland grand valley laIs truly an
oasis in the desert it tola reached fromironi

le springsspringe a station on the
rio grande western railway miles
romfrom salt lakebiake city from the station
named the traveler passes through a
barren region of rolling country for
about twenty five miles then he
descends through a rough and veryverv
rocky canyon for nearly five miles into
the aleyvalley the a tude of which is18

about feet lower than the upper
country traversed by thebe railway
about two alleo from thehe point where
the valley proper isin first reached the
ferry isia situated in the mouth of a box
canyon through which green river
entersentera the valley thence the dstancedistance
to moab toia three miles

grand valley extends from Dorthnorthwestwest
to southeast about thirteen milesmile its
average width isia about two and a hallball
miles A low range of hills divides
the valley into a lower and upper
valley in the upper ontone where wa or
laIs scarce there are1110 only seven familfamilieriet
most of whom are poor their location
is distinguished by the beautiful name
of bueno that isin by some of the peo-
ple others call it poverty flatfiat rhe
lower valley is about five miles long
and near the center of thin lies jhb
town olat moab cantacontainingining some of the
bestbeat land in the territory
of utah grand river flows
through the north end of the valley
and toia ruggedly canyo ned both at
its entrante and exit mill crookcreer
formerlyfur merly called elk mountain creek

and pack creek formerly known as
pack saddle creek unite near the oencon
tertt r of the valley and emptying into
grand river at or near the point where
that stream enters a b x canyon in the
mountains west of the moab townsite
the cliffs which form the immedi
ateale boundary of the valley vary in
height from tjt 1000 teetfeet and are
very steep the la salhal Mountmountainsaim
called the elk mountains by the

mormon missionaries in 18661855 rise their
snowcappedsnow capped peaks heavenward about
hirty miles southeast otof the main

settlement the two creeks al-
ready mentioned from which the
settlers obtain water for irrigation pur-
poses rise in thesetheme mountains none of
the grand river water is utilized by the
settlers

I1 do not recollect that I1 ever misate
finer or better flavored fruit ibanban that
to which I1 was treated by the people of
moab the apples peaches grapes
etc which are raised here are superior
to anything known on the markets
either in utah or nevada brother 0
W warner leads toin the fruit lioeline and

the illness orchards and
vineyards that can be found in all

thisthin rocky mountain country the
fruitfrait produced in grand valley toIs
large and free from worms and in
other respects superior in quality con
aB it finds a ready market
apples for instance sell at home for
three and four cents per pound and at
least one cent more laid down at the
railway stationelation anything in the
shape of fruit vegetables or grain sellssella
readily in western colorado a
very little smallemail grain however toIs
raised not enough to supply home
d mands the staple of the valley toi
fruit the sandy soilboll being sogo well
adapted for thipthie

it was tolu 18661855 that president brig
ham young called a company of
settlers or missionaries to go and
locate among the LiamanLama ites in abithis
valley iuin order to teach these aborigi-
nes the arab of farming while they
were instructing them about the
principles of the gospel able oomcom

consisting of 41 men with fitfir
teen wagons under the presidency of
alfred N billings arrived in this val-
ley1 y in june 18661855 tueytasy immediately
went to work and built a stone fort 64
feet square unon a lovely spot about one
and a half miles northwest of the
present center of moab tow siteote they
also put in crops and were makingm king fine
progresspr when the indiansindiana attacked
them in the following september
killed three of the brethren jamesjamea
W hunt win behunin ana edward
edwards and drove the rest away
the walls of the oldald mormon post are
still standingsta at least in part though
in ruinsruing of course

for many years after the troubles in
18661855 grand valley was leftjett in undis-
puted possession of the indiansindian who
later on seemed to feel arry furfor the
way they had treated their best arlend

the mormonscormons whose only object jilin
sending out the so called elk moun-
tain mission in 18661855 was to do the red
men good in theibe course of yearsyean
stockmenstockmen began to take cattle herdsherda
into the valley to grasegrace but it was not
until 1877 that the firstarai bonsbona figestfluefiu estatt
cleris came in with a view to make per
manent homes in 1878 1879 antiand 1880
a number of families both cormonsmormons
and non cormonsmormonsone took up land claimsclaim
and commenced farming and horticul-
tural operations very successfully in
february 1881 a ward organization
was effected with randolph H htow
art as since which there hasbaa
been a siow and steady increase of
settlers at present the honors are
nearlydearly equallyquallyti divided aas to number
between mormon and gentile butbus as
some of the latter are willing to sell
out there are good for
LALlanterytery saintssainte possessing a little
means to come into this lovely valley
and secure homes thereby strengthen
ing those of their faith who are
already here and helping them to
make the ward organization a ager
and more successful one

I1 arrived here on saturday the alth
dinst and met elderdelder F A hammond
and the stake presidency
here already elderbider eBrighbrighamam young
and elder robert watson arrived here
last night sundaydunday five meetingsmeetinga
were held here saturday sunday and
monday in the special meeting heldbold
this morning monday september 1813
1893 elder stewartBtewart who hauhat served
the people as their bishop since the
organization of the wardwan lain 1881


