for market st pleasure, soy time of
winter, He bhas gathered bis crop,
that whieh be bas not suld, puacking it
in bis sturehouse= 80 #s Lo keep It grow.
ipg and freebh. Thie Once nearly use-
lees uwamp, rniow Lbe most desirable
lang is ef nrieh black s0il
the result of much iabor.
The swamps, aot ull but many of them
are Lhus being subdued, and aa far an
comm 0 coinforts are coneerped bere
is » prosperous community, the mopt
p0 In my observation of this present
trip.

lp bheld eonverestion with a Mr.
Geuryge Ferry, aged aboul 70, and be-
cuuse ot 8 peculiar expressiun on his
face I aeked him, wbat wae tbe matter
with him. Why, he asked, becuuse 1
bave tulhed bulr an bour witbh you anu
you have notawore unce. [ belleve L
never (raveled where there was so
much bard swearing as ip Michigan.
While sttbe hotel a youug man was so
profane thst I spoke to bim, He
beeitated, then said, **Itie a bubit [
bave uecquired. I koow it is not rigbt,
but it is the custom of the country.'’
The early bistory ot the country was
referred to, wheu to my kpnowiemlgse
muney was lobt ed without interest or
note abd mortgayge, As & mMmatter of
friendebip. '*That time is pastin Mich-
igan,’? seld one of the party; “abow
me & mun who 18 uot after the dollar,
and who ja strietly bonest in afl thivge,
and you will flud bair growing ip tbe
palm of bis bapd.?” ‘A very siuxuinr
expresslon,?” eald I. **Yee, alr, but it 1s
too true.’?

Twoand & balr miles out from Pon-
ting, vnthe B:inaw turnpike, [ came
to a achoothouse where [ went to
school, aud where the Prophet Juseph
Bmith pre:ched to erowded bouses and
the first Mormou sermon wae preanbed,
In thowre days of new gmeltlemeuts tbe
schonls were well attended. Aa [ was
preparing lo take s pboto of tbe spol
whei® myesl! anod many otbers re-
ceived tho (Jo-pel, sud where the gifta
of the Lhe Bpirit were maniiested, Lhe
rchool mistress requested to be laken
in tbe picture with her scholurs; but

when sbe guthered all ol ber
schon] around her Lhey num-
bered only eight. [ marveled st
first 8t s#o great s cbauge, for

tbe country bed become so thickly set.
tled; but a« I vislted tbe famiijes I soun
learned the cause uf the great change:
oue and rometimes as MADY ne two
children and often nv cbildreu at all
compoeed Lthe bousenold family,

After taking 8 few plctures of our
old botme, tbe inke wbhere | was bap-
tized, sleeplug one nigbt on the olu
farm wbere tbe Propbet Joseph par-
took of our bospitality, and where my
father died before the Uoepel eame
here apd where ouce a tamily of seven
of us dwelt in comfortable circum-
stancee with goou hope snJd Obeer, I
retired to » secret spol, poured out my
soul in thecksgiviuyg, sropped % tear,
not of regre. jor Lhe steps taken, but
joy lor the kuowledge received by the
Qospel, feellng that my bopesln the
West more than repaid me for Lhe
pacrifice [ bad made. [ was ratisfled
soon io bid adieu to tbe land from
whetice [ bad gatbered.

The people bave not Improved ln
morality since that time. I am con-
tent wilh my Western bome, 50 much
#0 that the wbole township here
would be no inducement 1o exchange.
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Tbinking pecple are Jooklng for
cbanges to come, and truly Lhey sre
close at band, we will quletly wait and
Bee W hat vomes next.

EDWARD BTEVENSON.

r -

Writien for this Paper.

IN THE GRAND VALLEY.

MoAB, Grand councy, Utah,
November 13, 1898.

In a!l my travels thronghout this
intermountaln region I have seen but
very few spote thal are more luvely
than this little valiey where [ am now
traciog bistory. Burrounded as it je
by bigh mountain clitls and dreary
“hod lands,”? Graud valley is truly an
ouels in the deaert. It iu reached trom
Mbompson’s Bprings, » station on the
Rio Graude Western railway 213 mlies
from Balt Lake Clty. From the station
pamed the Lraveler pseses through a
barren region of rolling country for
about twenty-five miles, Lhen he
descends tbrough s rough and verv
rocky canyon 1or nesrly five miles into
the valley, the atitude of which is
about 8000 feet lower thau (he upper
country, traversed by the rallway,
About twy miles frum the polnt where
the vailey proper is first remched the
ferry is situated in the mouth of a Gox
eanyon, Lhrough which Greeo river
enters Lhe valley; thence the disltance
to Mosb ls three miles.

(Grand valley extends from northwest
to southeast about tbirteeu miler) its
average widtb is about two and a bul
milen, A low rauge of bills divides
tbe wvuley iuto a lower and upper
valley. In the upper one, where waier
is woaree, tbore are oniy saeven families,
most of whum nre poor. Their location
is distinguisbed by tbe beautiful nume
o! Buen.~—that is by rome of Lhe peo.
ple; otbers call it Poverty Flat. fhe
luwer valley 18 sbout filve miles long,
and nesr tbe center of this liea tbe
town vt Moab, contaiulog some of the
buest frult growine land in the Territory
of Utan, Grand river flows
through the north end of the valley
snd v rugyedly “‘eanyoned?’’ both at
ie enirame aod exil, Mill Creex
(furmerly called Elk Mouotain Oreck)
and,Pack Crevk (formerly known as
Pack Baddle Creek) unlte near the cens
ter of the valley und emptying into
Grand river at or near the polut where
that stream enters u b X canyon lu the
mouniains west of the Mousb townsite,
The chfls whiocb formm the jmme -
ale boundary of the valley vary in
helgbt trom 500 t2 1000 teet, and Bre
vury steep. The Ln Bal Mounisins,
{called the Eik Mountains by Lhe
Mormon mirslonaries in 15865 ) rise their
snowpapped peske beavenward about
+hirty mjles peouthesst of the main
sottlement. The Ltwo creeks &l
ready mentioned, from wbieh the
settlers obtsin water for jrrigation pur-
powseer, rise in tbere mountains; nove of
tbe Grand river water 18 utliized by Lbe
setilers.

I do not recollect that I ever ate
finer or better fiavored fruit ibao tbat
to whicb I was treated by the people of
Moab., The npples, peaches, grapes,
ele., which are raised bere are superlor
to apylbioe Roown on the markels
elther in Utah or Nevada. Brother O,
W, Warner leads in the fruit line, aod
ownsonn of the Hoest orchardes and
vineyards that can be found inall

tbis Rocky Mountain country, The
fruit produced In Grand Valley is
large nnd free from worms; and in
other respecis superior In quality; con-
s-quently it fAnde a ready murket.
Apples, for instance, sell at bome for
tbrew and four centa per pound, aud at
least one cent more Iaid down at the
raliway statlon. Anythiong iu the
sbape of fruit, vegsetables or grain sells
readily in western Colorado. Quly a
vury little small graino, however, Is
ralsed—not enougb to supply bome
Jd mande. The staple of the valley la.
frait, the sandy ecil being so well
adapted for thie.

It was in 1866 that President Brig-
bam Younyg called & ocomproy of
settlers or miseionarles to go and
locsle amobny the Lamanites o this
vulley, 1u order to teagh these nborlgi-
nea tbe urts of farming while they
were lostructing tbhem usboutl the
princtples of the Gospel. Tbis com-
psuy, consisting of 41 men, with fi-
teen wagous, Under tbe presiceney of
Altreu N. Blllioge, arrived 1o this val-
I~y in Junpe, 1865, Tuoey immedlately
weonl to work and bulit a stone fort 64
foet square un u lovely spot sbout one
aud B belf miles nortbwest of the
present cenler of Moab tow sile] they
also put in crops and were m.kiug Ane
progress wheu the Koutans attacked
tbem In tue following September,
killed tbree of the brethreu {James.
W, Huni, Wm. Bobhuuin anug Kuward
Edwards) and sdrove the resi nway.
The walia of the 3ld Mormon post are-
sitl}! stauding, at least 1o part, though
in ruine, of courae,

For muny years after the troublea in
1856 Granu valley wss left in undis--
puted pussession of the [ondiane, whbo
later on Beemed to fwvel eurry fur the
wny they bad treated Lhelr best risnds
-—toe Mormons—whose unly object n
sending out the su-called Eik Moun-
taln misaion in [855 wus to duo Lhe red
men good. Lo 1bhe course of years
stookmen began to take cattle berds
Into the valley to graze; butl it was not
until 1877 tbat ihe first bons flueect-
Uers came fu with a view o make pers
menent bomes, Io 1878, 1879 anu 1880
s number of families, both Mormons.
s0d non-Mormong,took up land cialme
and commenced (Armiug and borticu!-
tural uperations very suceessfully. In
February, 1881, a ward orgunization
was effected witbh Rundolpb H., Stow-
art as Bisho;, sloce which there bas
been a siow BOd sleady increuse of
seltlere, Al present the bhonors are
nearly tqually diviaed 88 to numbhera
butween oformon and Gentlle; but as
sulme of the latier nre willing to sell
out, there are good opportunies tor
Liatter-aay Bainis possessing a little
means to come into this lovely valley
and eecure homes; thereby slrenygibens
ing those ot Lbelr faith who are
alreadv bere and belping them to
make tbe ward orgauization s strvoger
aud more succerslul one.

[ arrived bers on Baturdsy, the 11th
font,, aud met Eldersa F. A. Hammond
and Wm. Hally,ot the Btake presidency
here alresdy. Eider Brigham Young
aud Elger Rohert Wataon arrived here
Jaat oight (Bunday,) Five meetings.
were helil bere Baturdey, Bundsay and
Monday, In the special meeting held
tbis morning (Monday, Beptember 13,
1893) Elder Stewart, wbo hau served
the peopls ny their Blebop sinee the
organizution of the ward In 1881,



