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PRESIDENT JOHN TAYLOR,

At the General Conference,Salt Lake
City, Tuesday Afternoon,
Oct. 7th, 1879.

REPORTED BY GEO. F. GIBES.

[Owing to press of important busi-
ness the publication of this discourse
has been delayed. Its contents will
be found as valuable to-day as when
it was delivered.—ED. D.E.N.]

1 will state to the Conference that
we have no financial account to

names of men of the former e¢lass

present, because we do not get our
returns from the various Stakes un-
til the close of each year; in conse-
quence of this we find it impractica-
ble to present a satisfactory account
to the General Conference oftener
than once a year.

The Lord has given us a certain
work to acecomplish; and the feelings
or ideas of men in the world in re-
Iation to.this work have but little to

do with us. We are gathered here
for the express purpose of building
up the Church and Kingdom of God

upon the earth. We are endeavor-
ing to do this—that is, a
many of the people are;, to the
very best of their ability; and
we consider ourselves responsible
to God for the action we take and for
the course we pursue in relation to

the fulfillment of His purposes. We |
Temples, |

think that in building
sending the gospel to the nations of
the earth and prosecuting our other
labor : that we are carrying out the

word and will, and the commands of |

God, Yet it not unfrequently hap-
pens, that when we are doing our
very best to promote correct princi-
ples among ourselves, as well as to
spread them abroad, even to all na-

ons, that we meet with de ermin-
ed and unrelenting opposition. This
we cannot.help, . We do not seek it
but we do not fear it.

There has existed .a prineiple of
antagonism ever since the dawn of
creation, namely, the powers of God
have beeno } ythe powers of
the Evil One. Satan and wicked
men have operated to subvert the
plans and designs of J ehovah. ;:ind

on

to contend with in our day, there is

nothing~new in it. = The martyr
Stephen © when  arraigned be-
‘foré  *‘the Council” to  an-

“gwer to a charge of blasphemy,
have
not your fathers persecuted? and
ave slain them which showed
before of the coming of the Just
One; of whom ye have been now
the betrayers and murderers.” We
have always expected that there
would be a spirit of antagonism to
‘the Church and Xingdom of God,
‘and our Elders have been telling us,

more or less, during the last fifty

.. years, that this feeling still existed,

and, indeed, every now and then,
we have oceasion to believe them;
or, to use an old saying, “The devil
is not dead yet;” and he uses his in-
fluence now, as in former days, to
oppose the principles that God has
revealed.

We are gathered here from many
‘nations in order that God may plant
among us the %rinclp]es and laws of
eternal lives; that we may operate
in the Priesthood with the holy men
who held it in former ages,
and with God the Father, and with
Jesus the Mediator, an(i with the

holy angels in the interests of man- |

kind, not only in things pertaining
to ourselves individually, but in
those that concern the whole world;
not only tothe
but also to those who have lived; for
the plans of God reach back into
eternity and forward into eternity,
and we are being faught and ‘in-
structed through the holy Melchise-

dek Priesthood, which holds now, as | nations, we ask that we may have
| the simple privilege of worshiping

in past ages, the keys of the 8-
ter?::nf the’revelatiuns of God. It
is our privilege to operate through
this order, with men who have held
the same keys and possessed the
same powers and have had the same
communication with God, and who
have looked forward to the time,
with joyful anticipation, that we
now live in, namely, to the dia%n-
sation of the fulness of times. or
this purpose we are - gather-
ed together; for this  pur-
pose we are building Temples
according to the order and revela-
‘tions of —for until He revealed
these things to us we knew nothing
And the world of
mankind to-day know mnothing
about Temples and their uses. If we

|administer in them and to act as

great |

Prophet Joseph., We are acting
upon this revealed knowledge to-
day, seeking to carry out the will,
the designs and the purposes of God,
in the in'erest of common human-
ity,not for a few people only, not for
the people of the United States
only, nor for those of two or three
nations, but for the people of the
whole world., And the hearts ol
the people are being drawn after
these principles; or, in other words,
the hearts of the children are being
turned towards the fathers, as well
as the hearts of the fathers towards
the children. o’

The spirit that is being manifested
in the various Stakes of Zion is very
creditable in this respect to the Lat-
ter-day Saints. And we purpose,
God being our helper, and the devil
not hindering us, to go on with our
work, to build our Temples and to

n the earth.
is friends, He |

the friends of God u
And if we are not

has none, for there is no people any-
where, ‘except the Latter-day |
Saints, who will listen to His lJaws—
and as they say sometimes, “it’s a
tight squeeze” for us to do it. The

calculations? I think not; but I

ple that now live, |

think we will say, as the ancient
gervant of God said to a man who
was seeking to hinder the progress

presented to us to go on misgions; if
they are and we find it out, we shall
not send them; for such men can-
not go with our fellowship and good | the sons in the other, we allow evil

question is, Shall we falter in our |

feeling. Men who bear the words of
life among the nations, ought to be
men of honor, integrity, virtue and
purity; and this being the command
of God to us, we shall try and carry
it out.

Some imagine that we have al-
most got through with our work;
when the truth of the matter is, we
have hardly commenced yet. Here
is Brother Joseph Young, who rep-
resents the Seventies — Brother
Joseph, how many BSeventies are
there enrolled. [Brother Young re-
plied that there were 5,322 o
told that there are 5,320 venties;
we expect fo call upon a great many
of these men to go abroad and pro-
claim the fulness of the Gospel,

rect principles, but out of respect to

I am | partakers of other men’s sins. For

good: men, who have disreputable
fathers, who have departed from cor-

the fathers in the one instance and |

ways to _go unchecked. Well,
you Presidents and . you - Bishops
and you Priests and ‘Teachers may
do that if you please, but their blood
will be upon your heads, not upon
mine. And we call upon you to
honor your calling and Priesthood
and purge from your midst corrup-
tion of every Kkind, And we call
upon the Presidents of Stakes and
their Counselors, upon the i ishops
and their Counselors, and upon the
Priests, Teachers and Deacons, to
magnify their offices, and not to be

as sure as I live and as God lives, if
you do God will require it at your
hands.  And therefore, I call upon
Presidents and men in authority,

We received a sinall order lately—
you know, we talk business some-
times—for 40 missionaries to go and
labor in one place; they did not send
the money to pay their fare-; but
then, we have the missionaries, and

we will trust in God for our pay and |

we shall get it if we are found doing

Hjs will and carrying out His pur-
ses.,

poﬂgain, another duty we have to

do is to preserve the order of God

of the building of a temple to the

Lord of Hosts: “I am doing a great | great responsibility.-resting upon the | the unity of the faith and of the

work; hinder me not.” - We are do-

among ourselves, And here is a

Presidenta of Stakes and their

ing a great work, and we would | Counselors, and “upon the Bishops

say fto - our outside

friends | and their Counselors, and upon all
‘and to people generally who are not | men holding authority in the Chureb | [t is so today. My trethren who
conversant with our affairs, will you | and Kingdom of God, and upon

the

beso kind as to let us alone -and | Twelve specially, to see that the or-
hinder us not; so that we may go on | der of God is carried out, and that

our efforts to promote the welfare of
the world at large.

with our labor of love in the com-|iniquity does mot exist among the
mon interests of humanity and in | Saints'of the Most: High God.

We talk'sometimes about the out-
side world, ’ and” 'weé sometimes in-

This is one thing we have to do,|dulge in' casting 'feflections upon
and we will try to doit, the Lord | thém—and there is plenty of room

being our helper.

Then another thing we are called | ourselves? " . |
1 to } Do not’orir own' members keep some
the | of the very =aloons we talk about?
Je will op-|and do not we engage in this busi-
always did. | ness because we are afraid somebody
esus caid, and I will say by |else will? Why

upon to do is to preach the gospe

ev - creature throughout
world, . “Why, the peoj
ou?” -%‘hat they

But

for it, no'doubt; but then, what of

What do we' do®

that is the arru-

way of repeating His words—for they [ ment of the- ;hfef, He says, <“If [
are a8 true to-day as they were inHis | do not sfeal, somebody else will.”

day—*“Blessed are ye, when men | But, besides, say

these brethren,

shall revile you, and persecute you, | “We want lo get a living.” But be-

and shall say
Rejoice, and be exceeding

all manner of evil|fore I would live in that way,
against yon falsely, for my sake.| would die and make an end of it;
glad, for | would not be mixed up with such

i

great is your reward in heaven; for|concerns nor have any hand in
so persecuted they the prophetswhich | them, but pursue another and more

were before you.”” Therefore we need | honorable course to
When | in seeking to
we first started out in this work we | mouth of the drunkard an

not be troubled about it,

a living than
he cup to the
in lead-

put

never looked for anything else, and | ing our youth and others who may

we have not Jooked in vain either;| be inclined that way,

we have found an abundance of ]
and we have commenced to r

in the path
that Jeads to death. What el=e do
we do? Why some of us Elders,

it as & natural thing. Butwe must |and some eof us High Priests and
not forget that we owe a duty to the | Seventies frequent these places and
world. The Lord has given tous|get drunk and disgrace ourselves

the light of eternity; and we are|and our families, and the

commanded not to conceal our light
under a bushel, but on the contrary
we should let it shine forth as a city

set upon a hill that cannot be hid. |

We need not try to get into an out-
of-the-way corner from the gaze of
the public eye, for we cannot. We
thought we had wandered a long
way from civilization when we came

here; but, according to the remarks { thus violate the Sabbath which we

of the speakers this morning, a cer-
tain degree of it has followed us, and
we are not juite out of it yet. But
there are some things we can do.
We will let them pursue their course,
and we will ask them, if they will
be so good and so kind as to let us
worship God according to the dictates
of our consciences. This is not a ver

great boon to ask of anybody, Still
we do ask that we may be permit-

ted, in this land of liberty, in this
land which we call the home of
the brave and the land of the [ree;
the asylum of the oppressed of all

God according to the dictates of our
own consciences. Then, while they
are trying to injure us, we will try
to do them good. We will teach
them good principles at home, and
we will Sﬁﬂg the goapel abroad .And
the kind of men we want as bearers
of this gospel message are men who
have faith in God; men who have
faith in their religion; men who
konor their priesthood; men in
whom the people who know them
have faith lmcr in whom God has
confidence, and not some poor un-
fortunate beings who are wanted to
leave a place because they cannot
live in ity but we want men full of

, | people
with whom we are associated. And
what else do we do? We are com-
manded fo remember  the Sab-
bath day to keep it holy:
and yvet we find that our trains
leave this city every Sabbath, until
the weather gets too cold to bathe,
‘carrying many of our people, who in-
dulge in all kinds of amusements and

are commanded to keep holy, which
many respectable Gentiles would
never think of doing. And yet you
are Latter-day Saints, are you? You
are a good people, and you will talk
about the gift of the Holy Ghostand
the Spirit of God being in you, while
you are violating some of the plain-
est every-day principles of the gos-
pel of Christ.

And what then? Why, we have
been told about the Gentiles intro-

dueing into our midst what is term-
ed the social evil; and we find some

of our youth, and older ones too, con-
taminating themselves with it,
thereby breaking their covenants
and forsaking their God, and disgrac-
ing themselves before God, angels
and all good men. Such men are a
discrace to any community,
much Jless to a community
professing, as we do, to be Saints.
Are anch persons Sainis? No, they
are not. Can we fEl]UWRhiP them?
No, we cannot, God requires it of
us before we talk of cleansing the
nutside of the platter, to see that the
inside is clean,to place ourselves right
upon the record. Do we do it? Well,
sometimes—I was going to say
“hardly ever.” Sometimes we do
it, but in a great many instances we
do not do it. 'What is the matter?
Good men have mean sons, and the
sons must not be handled. Why

were fo build Tem for them ao-
gording to the order of God, thay

the Holy Ghost and the pow-
er of God that they may
go forth weeping  bearing

precions sead and sowing the seeds’

where men do not magnify their
calling to remove them from their
positiong of responsibility and re-
F]m them by men who will; and
et us have correct principles and
the order of God carried out in Zion.

Al:)ostl'es, Prophets,  Pastors,
Teachers and Evangelists were
placed in the Church of: old for
what? “For the perfecting of the
Saints, for the work of the ministry,
for the edifying of the body of
Christ, till we all come in

knowledge of the Son of Gody unto
a perfect msn, unto the measure of
the stature of the fulness of Christ.”

have spoken have told you plainly of
many evils that exist in our midst;

out we can scarcely perceive them,
many of us, Somelimes it i8 very
difficalt to discern between a Saint
and asinner, between one who E;':-
fesses to fear God and one who does
not. Itis for us to straighten out
these matters; and you men in au-
thority will be held responsible, and
the Twelve will be held responsible,
and I hold you responsible, and God
will hold you responsible for your
acts, 'The great difficulty with us
is that we are tco fond of catering to
the world, and too muc¢h of the
world has crept intoour hearts; the
spirit of covetousness and gree&, and
—what shall I say?—dishonesty has
spread itself like a plague throughout
the Jength and breadth of the whole
world in every direction, and we
have drunk more or less into that
spirit. Like a plague it has pervaded
all grades of society; and instead of
being governed by those high,noble,
and honorable principles that dwell
in the bosom of God, we are after
the filthy lucre which is spoken of
as being the root of all evilj and in-
stead of setting our affections upon
(God, we set our affection< upon the
world, its follies and vanities. Come
ve out from the midst of her; be ye
clean, that bear the vessels of the
Lord; and honor your priesthood and
calling, and show and Ezgva to the
world, to angels and to that you
are on the side of truth and right, of
honesty, purity and integrity, and
that you are for God and His King-
dom, let other peopledoas they will.
We sometimes talk of the affairs
that are taking place around us.
T'here is now alittle commotion that
interested ties are getting wup
about the “Mormons” for the pur-
pose of forwarding their political
operations. Bless your soul,we knew
about that long, long ago,
and also knew what it would be
for. Itis about the same with these
)arties as it was with the editor I
ave read of; the printer asked for
*‘copy,”” it was handed him, but it
was not enough, he wanted more.
The editor told him that he had not
time to prepare any more then,
but to pitch into the “Mor-
mons.”’ at was a kind of stand-
ing matter they kept on hand. The
move that is being made now is
simply a prlitical scheme, out of
which to make political capital. It
was siarted by interested dema-
gogues for that purpose in order that
they might have the honor of put-
ting down “Mormonism* and salling
into power on the current of incensed
public opinion. Now they can have
all the honor they can get on that
score; and T guess it will be the
same a8 Stephen A. Douglas and
others have attained to by pursuing
that course, and [ think no more.
We are here to serve God and keep
His commandments; and if we will
purge ourselves from our iniquilies,
live our religion and keep the com-
mandments of God, there is not
power on this side of hell nor on the
other, that can harm us; for God

| S0 they started in, and we h

our money raatters associated wi.,q
the beirs of the late Presidenty. *}J{;
and it has been talked about ;ﬂu
ally. We thought we had mads 7}
settlement with them at one ti ﬁ.ﬂ'
which we did, and the execufon, i
the estate took their releases wi

exonerated them from all big,
and they avowed themselves g
fled with the settlements my
But then, some men’s wond;
some men’s signatures do ;
amount to much. What p
Why some of our very purey ;
high-minded lawyers are ; w!
above enlering into such th
because of a little mone
inducements. It would not be
per to say they were anything]
pure, high-minded and honoy

| men, for it is understood thaljwe

lawyers are, is it not? W
knew we had treated the
liberally before; and so did you¥lav
knew we had given them alito
ought to give them, and more jen
But we felt to be generous to pre
heirs of President Young; and te
did what we could to promote fith
welfare. Still these things cgar
out. No matter. Bonds anl y pl:
ings and signatures and
amount to nothing with some

ple
10

| a legal fightabout it. Somedf}
Apostles have had to be confing 1=
the penitentiary; and it was a
narrow squeeze with me. |
ter.] But then I have been ing th
places before, and was shot at ¥
there and hit, and therefore it wa
have been nothing new, and 1 th
not much concerned aboutt. |
they wanted to get hold of some W¢

your means and s Lin
which 1 held in trust, th
which they had no right fg to-

told them, No, they could not s t!"
it. “Well,” said they, “you I
have to go to jail.” ““Well,” g Tu
‘““jail it is then. Some folks god
rusticate at Soda Springs and o
places; I think ¥ will go and n
cate in the penitentiary.” Butll
would not have me. [La

They took Brother Cannon
Brigham and Brother Ca.rrfng'hl
suppose they eonsidered thems s
thier men, and that I had bellers
ont. There are all kinds of cun
things started up; and among ol 1!
things that has grown out of #1!
contest jis what is termed a @ D
suif; and because of this |
gome ple think we are
law, I will tell you how _
were merely attempting to gt th PC
complaining heirs in the s
tion as they had put us; think
that by doing =o they might be
to reflect that there were
ple in the world besides
and that other people mig
placed in jeopardy besides
of our brethren. “B
you, “was it not confmry
a Jaw of the Church to go 0}
with your brethren?”

W'ﬂ. 1id »
exactly do it; we merely startel!
I will tell you what we would¥
done if this settlement had noth
made. We would have calledw .
all those who were good and hi
able of President Young’s famif
and I am happy to say that?s
very few exceptions they are
class and are desirous to camy!
and fulfil their obligations, |
stand by the covenants Lhey I
entered into—we were going
upon them to turn over to our#
und then we were going to cif
others off the Church, and the
to lJaw with them and suefor®
Prn?erty as they had for oum
18 all. I thought I would
this because it is not generally
derstood by the people. It is
one of those things called a leg
tion, which had to arise tol
certain technicalities of the
order that the proper releasesm!
be given, releases that would
and also a decree from- thed
cettle these difficulties,

This compromise was talke
but it could not e reached!
readily, for some of them
little more money, and the la#
wanted a little, and of course
honorable &Entlemen should
it. Well, the compromise 1
last eflfected. We thought 6%
to furnish them a little means®
to have thece unpleatant thin
ing on month after month,as
haps year after year; and
see that we would have to '
smart indeed to prevent -
these men of honor from |
away with the balance of its
ht:ir]u.ir done, we have done
could to try to promote peace
midst. We hﬂvﬂ taken the

L

T

s0? God, vou will remember, had a
host of sons in heaven whe did not

will be on our side to proteet us in
the position we cooupy.

| of connsel, and have acted It
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