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simple snnouncement that thils city
owet lo ite inhabltants complete preser-
vatlon against the power of any pri-
vate parties to control otir water sup-
ply. The Counecil might ne well en-
‘tertain a proposition from some grasp-
ing syndicate to buy the air above and
around us and dele it cut through a
meter at ¢0 much per cubic foot. .

THE JAMS CASE.

The case ol the soldier Iams is one
that shouli receive the moat thorough
and impartlal lovestigation, and
wherever malice or uodue sevarity

have appeared in conpectlon with the
punishment Inflicted upon him those
who g0 transgresse ] should themaelves
be made to feel the heavy hand of the
law. The offense with which the
soldier was charged was not u heinous
one, viewed in its proper light, but
serious enough to demand some kind
of correction, he expressed grati-
fication over the attempted murder
of Mr. Frick, the milllonsire manager
of Carnegle’s Homestead iron and
steel works; and while this evinced a
S*wlil most incorrect to heaven?’ and a
mind more or less depraved, it was not
per s8¢ a crime. - Perbaps bundreds of
thousands of people, through perverted
notions regarding the wealthy and the
force of vlclous surfoundinge, did the
aame thing that [amedid; and while
their language cannot be too etrongly
condemned nor themsaelves recelveany
too much watching at the hands of
officera of the taw, they have com:
mitted no erlme because there is no
law ngainet it. I the case of the sol-
dler, he doubtless violated w rule of
military discipline and should have
been eeverely reprimanded, perbaps
fined, and even cashicred, but there
wapg nnd Is-nothing in any civliized
miiitary code or any regulation author-
ing barbareua and brulal punishment.
Hangiogup by the thumbs 1s at the best
a relic of Jess favored times and more
unsettled eonditions; it should not be
tolerated fu any case now; and when
to thie is udded the infiction of shaving
the head as & special mark of disgruce,
and perbaps other monoyanves we
know not of, it woull seem to be high
time that the civil authorities inter-
fered. Let tbe punishment fit the
crime se neariy aa posalble in sl cares

THE SENSITIVE GERMAN.

Patriotlsm which breaks cut ut the
mouth may be gratifying to the one
who so indulges, but It is often annoy-
§ 1g to others and when thore annoyed
can make the source of their displesa-
ure jay fur his work thoy generally do
it. Joseph - Eugene Lenlolne, =
French journalist, can testify to the
truthfulness of the foregoing by rea-
sul of B recent experience he under
went. Taking a stroil beyond the bor
der but on what iz still claimed as
Freneb soll— Alsace-Lorraine — the
man of jetters had the temerity te let
hias love for Lia belle France tind expres-
slon In tones ao loud and terms &0 ob-
Jjectionable (tothe Germam), that he
was arresled, tried and fined twenty
marks, equlvalent to about five dollars
of our money. The punjshment was
Dot eevere, but considering the nature

of the oftense it was high enough, any-
way (o restraln the editor from any
further hurrahiog for France in that
neck of timber,

THE FRENCH IN DAHOMEY.

The war which 18 now being waged
by the French in Dabomey,and which
probably wili result in the entire sub-

jugstion of that country, le supposed to
ve worth to France a good deal more
than it costs, Dahomey is a kingdom
ol western Africa on the const of Gul-
nea, with boundarles te the eaat not
waell detined, 1t is described as ex-
tremely fertile and well cultivated,
especially around the towne and vil-
lages, ylelding eometimer as many as
four orope a year and never less than
two. The French own three ports on
the ¢rant and derive quite a revenue
from them, tbe mercantile transac-
rions in 18ff amiounting to tbirteen
million franes. It ia thought tnat the
complete subjugition of the couniry
would be worth to the Freach republio
hetween thirty and forty million franca
& year. * That the French have no
right whatever—except the right of
gunpowder—to annex the country
would of conrms not enter as a factor
into the calcuiations of politicians.

THE AUSTRALAIN BALLOT.

During the session of the late Legis-
lature of this Territory, it was at timea
and by different persons asked to enact

a mensure establishing the Australian
system of voting. Thiz wue not done,
aspur readers know, and whether we
have escaped a condition that would
be unweicome if tried, or missed one
that would have been productive “of
great beneficial results, it is bootiess to
dlscues pow. It laenough to speak of
the law itself and seek to bLecome
faroiliar with ita provisions and mod«s
operandi, so that if we waut il by the
time the next Legisiature convenes, we
may be In a position to ask fer it under-
alah1ingly and with some degrev of
authority.

That the operation of the ryatem is
very beneficlal in s moral seuse cannot
be denied, since it is imposrible for
any person to know how another hae
voted; & voter may be bribed or coerced
by threats of loss of employment or
otberwise into acceling to anotber’s
demand as to bow he shall vote; but as
all ballote are prepared in s close room
futo which no one but the person pre-
paring his ballot is sllowed to enter,
and he comes out with it in a realed
envelope and handes it to the election
judge, the pecret of how he voted be-
loogs to himeelf. We have one feature
of that system {n vogue now, but the
nne whoseeks (0 coerce mAay supply his
victimes with ballots and see thal they
cast them, or he may demand and ob-
tain an inapection of the tickets which
tbey have obtained for themse]ves,
none of which could take place under
the Australian system; so that in this
reapect it 18 much safer and therefore
entitled to greiater consideration than
any other eo far put in operatin.

But ft bas its drawbacks, and_ons of
thesc, aa shown by lte application in
the state ¢f Kentucky, s the greatiy
Ineremsed expemse. A recent lssue of

.
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the Courier-fourna! of Loulaviilg &ays
the total coet to the people of that state
for the election on the 8th prox. wyy
be not lers than $50,000, and msy rap
abead o’ that amount, and that, tog
when one item has been uonsiderabl;’r
reduced, that of officers’ pay, they for.
merly received $3 a day and under the
new law they will get but $2, The
printing expense will be very great
A rough estimate places it at $l0 or
each precinct in the state, where
under the old eystem, it was about g3
Now it 1s necessary to provide ballgr
books with the name of the precinet
printed on the outgide and g blank
form for the returns on the [naldg
Btencil stamps and stencil pads mypg
be provided, also ocarda of gy
struction, envelopes  for  apoileq
ballots and doplicate returns, The
ballots  will  generally be ag
inrge ng & hall-grown newspaper, ang
as the size will vary in dlf!‘aranE
counties, according to the number of
local candidates, it Is impoeslble to
make a close estimate as to what the
will cost. About half & mlllign b,f.
lota will be required for the entire ptatg
The printing icr the counties is ordered
by the county court clerks, and moat,
of it for the coming election ip beijp

done in Louleville. The estimate og‘
$10 e the cost of printing for eagh
precinet of the 1400,in round numbers
in the state, will not be very widg of
the mark. Another expense nog abuve
named is for election boothes, or the re-
tiring rooms previcusly spoken of in
which the voters prepare their bﬂ":ﬂa
Of coutse this item will only fgure {g
the first election, as they can be uaeqg
thereafter without additional expopge
except now and then for repaira,w hich
will be triting. The total cost of (h,
election iy esch precinet is put gt
$38.50, which multiplled by L40), tp,
number of precincts in the state, would
make s grand total of $51,100. Ruather
expensive, but cheaper than deteotin,
and prosecuting frauds at the po]

is on
would think, 3

THE GOVERNOR'S REPORT.

The annual report of Governor
Thomas on affalea In the Terrltory 15
givenin full in the DESERET Ngwg
of Outober 26th. It fs, a5 wil] Le ob-
served by even a glance, a very com.
prebheusive document, deallng largely
in staiistics and belng tabulated to ap
unusus! degree. Theé showing ap 5
whole ia s very gratifying omne, apg
evinces commendable evergy, ressarch
and analyele on the part of the Execu-
tive. The Governor’s suggestions re.
garding tbe moral, social and politieal

aspect of the Terrlitory are pgt
a8 lengthy un  has formerly
been the case, and there iy

apparent throughout the lines a diapo-
gition to state thinge fairly and truth.
fully, while of course something of the
old animus remains. Ou the whole,
it will compare favorably with any
similar document of recent years, is
greatly superior to any that has gone
on from Utah within that perlod, and
the (Governor is entitied to the pralee
which such a showlng merits. More
detailed comment is reserved for a
later day.

Only one miore week of the cam-
paign. The fates be praiscd!



