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ELDER MATTHIAS ¥F. COWLEY.

thren and sisters, In standing
behf?:-eb::,u a short time, I humbly so-
Heit your falth and prayers, that some-
thing appropriate may be suggested to
our minds. 1 have rejolced. and do
rejoice, In the instructions of this Con-
ference: and our joy may be said to
congist, through the Holy Spirit, In the
propriety and the practical value of
the teachings imparted unto us
through the gervants of the Lord.

1 have been highly edifled in the re-
marks directed 10 the youth. I feel
especially jnterested in the cause of
Mutual Tmprovement, because I recog-
nize fn it an institution established by
the wisdom of the Lord through His
servant, President Young, affording
the you'ng men and young women of
Zion an opportunity to exercise the
talents with which the Lord has en-
dowed them. And it is a work of great
magnitude, It 1S necessary, as stated
by President Cannon and Brother
Kimball, that we should study the
Scriptures And become conversant
with the principles of the Gospel,/with
the predictions of the Prophets.and the
purposea of theAlmighty concerning ua
and mankind at larze, and, not only
In the direction of these particulars
which are designated as strictly re-
liglous, but to become acquainted with
aii good principles. I think it isin sec-
tlon 84 of the poctrine and Covenants
where the injunctlon is placed upon us
by the Lord through the Prophet Jo-
seph, and It I8 always binding, that
we phould seek for wisdom by study,
out of the best books, by prayer and
alao by falth; that we ahould become
acqualnted with the laws of the king-
doms and natlions of the earth, and
with the law of the kingdom of God;
should become acquainted with things
which are above the earth and which
are in the earth; we mlight aay, become
Informed regarding all things as the
Lord. through varlous agencles, glvesa
us o;')portunltlee for acquiring knowl-

%ﬁat a broad field of study for the
youth of Zlon! Would any man with
intelllgence and honesty dare to attrt-
bute narrow-mindedness to the Lat-
ter-day Sainta? I think not. The Lat-
ter-day Saintas are not afrald to come
In eontact with the world In every
formn, They Aare not s#o narrow but
what they are willing to receive truth
wharever |t can be found. We recog-
nize the fact that there are fragments
of truth seattered abroad in the earth,
that they have been handed down
among the chldren of men on the pages
of history and by tradition from gene-
ration to generation. Many of the
orlental religionista that are designat-
e1 by the more enlightened as heath-
e have ideas which are not at vari-
ance with some of the principles of the

onpel. In reading the history of

axico, we find statements thers re-
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garding traditlons of the ancient in-
habitants of that land in reterence to
the Deity and in regard to the coming
of o God to this earth; and we can sgee
that it has reference to the misslon
of the Son of God among the children
of men. And so0 in regard to the people
of Asla and other countries of the
globe. The youth of Zion should be
conversant with these things.

There ia one grand and glorious prin-
ciple, that should be understood by
the young people to guide them In
their studies and investigation in re-
gard to all things, and that Is, the
possession of the Holy 8pirit, No man,
says the Apostle Paul—and it has been
repeated in every Gospel’ dispensation
—"ecan understand the things of God
but by the Spirit of God.”” He may un-
derstand the things of man by the
spirit of man; but the Spirit of
God has a misslon, as stated by the
SBavior in the 16th chapter of Bt. John,
where he says, "Howbeit, when the
apirit of truth ia come, he shall gulde
vou into all truth, for,” he says, *he
shall not speak of himself”’—here is
another lesson In that passage. even
the Holy Spirit does not assume au-
thority to speak—"for he shall not
speak of himaself, but that which he
heareth, that ahall he also speak. He
shall take of the things of the IFather
and shall show them unto you,” show-
Ing that the Bpirlt of the Lord assocl-
ates with the Father and the Son,
and communicates the mind and will
of the Lord to the people, who are so
happy and 8o blessed as to enjoy that
great gift. If we can understand the
things of man by the spirit of man,
we can also understand the things of
man by the Spirit of God, for it
rgearcheth all things.” How essentlal
it i that the young men and the young
women of Zlon should enjoy the com-
panlonship of the Holy Spirit, the Im-
portance of which cannot be spoken,
it cannot be fully reallzed, And to
enjoy that spirit, we should understand
another principle, and that Is that te
possess it we must harmonize our lives,
our dafly walk and conversation with
certain requirements that the Lord has
made of us. It is one thing to recelve
the Holy Spirit; it is another thing to
keep 1t constantly with us. We re-
celved it on condition of falth In God
and in His Son Jesus Christ, and the
condition of repentance from all sin—
a genulne repentance, a laying aslde
of the things which are obnoxious to
dod. We recelved It on condjtion of
accepting the simple ordinance of
baptism in water for the remission of
sin. We recelved it on ceondition of
the imposaition of hands by men au-
thorized of the Almighty to perform

the Holy Ghost. We never can isolate
the principles of the GQospel, and expect
by the mere outward acceptance of
that principle, to enjoy the blessing
which is attached to it. No man has
recelved a remission of aina by baptism
alone. NoO man has recelved the Holy
) Ghost by the imposition of hands
-alone. There must be assoclated with
it the fulfillment of the conditions that
belong to these fundamental steps

that sacred ordinance for the gift of

which Introduce us into the C '
c_hr:st. S8imon the sorcerer ‘3:;"1',’,.35
t:zed by Phillp. He wen; through the
ordinance in form, but the Apostles
Peter and John came down from Jeo=
rusalem and lald th.ir hands upon and
baptized the Samaritans: and those
that were penitent only, who had pure
falth in God, pure conviction that Je-
sus was the Chrlst, recelved the Holy
Ghost and enjoved mome of the glfts
thereof; and when Simon the sorcerer
saw that they enjoyed thls gift, he
offered the apostles money, and he
said unto them, “Give unto me alaso
this gift that on whomsoever I lny my
hands they may receive it also.” And
the Apostle Peter,by the authority and
power of Ged which rested upon him,
aafd unte him: *‘Thy money perish
with thee, seeing thou hast thought to
buy the gift of God with money. I
percelve that thy soul is In the gall of
bitterness and sin.”

80 It may be sald of all the Lat-
ter-day Baints, Men have embraced
the Qospel, that I8, Iin form.
Bome have been Introduced into the
Church formally, but they have
dropped by the wayslde, We found
hundreds of backsliders In the states
of Missourl and Illinois, whe had em-
braced the Gospel, many of them in
the days of Joseph Bmith. Some had
recelved a testimony and sinned
apgainat It and became embittered,while
others had not recefved it in sincerity
of heart, and they were easlly led
aslde. I want to impress upon the
youth that to enjoy this Splrit, we
must not only recelve it by the ord!l-
nances of the Qoapel, but we must take
a courge in life that we can keep it
constantly with us. The Spirit of the
Lord will not associate with evil in any
form. A8 quoted by Brother Kim-
ball, the Spirit of the Lord w!li not
dwell in unclean temples; and the
Apostle Paul felt so Impressed with
this that on one occasion he mald to
the Corinthian Saints: "Evil com-
munieations corrupt good manners,'
and he cautloned them to avold evil
association. to avold coming in contact
with the Influences that were of the
world. " The Savior gave thla cautlon
to his disciples, when He sald unto
them, "Beware of the leaven of the
Qentiles." The young people should
understand that the foundation, the
stepping stone to Mutua! Improvement
is the reformation of lfe. If there is
a young man that is pulity of any
hablt that is contrary to the injunc-
tions of the Gospel,the first atep neces-
sary Is to lay that aside, Lay aside
the habit of smoklng cigarettes. lay
aslde the habit of chewing tobaceo,
lay nalde the habit of swearing and
profanity, and Sabbath breaking, and
peek unto God In humble praver for
the enjoyment and the impressions of
the Holy Spirit.

If we will do that, the Lord will pre-
serve us from scepticism and Infidelity.

,enaler prey to Infidelity.

One of the brethren In his remarks
spoke about neglecting to read the
Scriptures and thereby becoming an
I thought of
garding this

my own testimony re



