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LEGAL WIVES NOT WITNESSES'.

LEGAL wives in ali the States end Ter-
THiorles shounld be informed as to their
righls as witnesecs in cases arising nwo-
der the laws of the United States.
Perhaps this may pot be of o much Im-
portance 10 °ladigs diywhere except iy
Utah and Idaho, because only in those
Territgries is it probabhle that any #t-
tempt will be made to f6rce them to
testify when the law excludes their
testimouy. There are ignwrant Com-
miestoners and malignaut prosecutors
who huve often excecded) the bounds
of the luvy, und who might presume en
thetack of lega! information of many
ladies, sothe pubiic sbould be posted

on this matter:
© The first section of the new.Act of
Congress which became a’law wilbont
the Fresiden's signature'provides :
“That fu :any proceediag of examinn -
tion before 2 grand jury, ' judge, juy-
tice, or a United Biates cominlssioner,

or 4 court in uny prosecution” forf

blzamy, polygamy or unlawful co-
habitation, uunder any statute of the
United States, the lawful busband or
wife of the person uccused-shall cbn
courpetent Wwitoess, und way be called,
but shall ngt he ¢owmpelicd Lo tostily in
such proceeding, - exufoinstion, of
prosecution without the ¢onsent of the
busbund or wife, uy thy Cuse way be:
and such witness shall not e Ppels,
mitted tu,{estllx #8 tO Auy .5 t.emenl
or cpmmunicgtion wade - Oy either
Rusband or wife to eacl- other, duligg
the existence of the murringze mmuon;
deemi:d contldential afcommon law.’

It will be sgen from this that the le-
gal wife muy be called-before o yrand
jury or a ¢courd 1o 4 case againsg her
nushand for an officnce ugainst Lhe
Eduwunds law, but she may notbe
gompelled tp 2ustify without the hus-
band's consent. And'she may notbe
permitted 1o testlly atal! as to a con-
tdentigl statewnent or cominuoicition

tions of his own judgment, no matter
who or Bow , many are in opposition,
They are dispoked to rialculé the
fanptic whd said, **One man with God
is a-majority."" Perbuzps they admire
the sentiment of Lauther, who would
enter the hostile elt lhouﬁh every tile
on the roofa was a devil; but’ they hey
1o be excpsed from {mitating his ei-
awple. They much prefer tp comfort
themselves with the maxim, voz populi
sox Del gst, ‘or thg,sgmiment. attributed
to Napolton: ‘;nd '1,5 on the side'of
tnepra\gmﬁ&art L‘r}. -

“It i3 not only that those in office
wapt the coursie to resist by speecch

that the two ward oflicials referred to
would apprectate snch a public method
of thapklog them for performing o
plain and beneficient duty of their call-
fng. If itis 1o order in that way Lo
thank “imen scting o their capaclt
for doing thelr duty o relation: to
lookipx to the welfare and con-
solation of the afliicted, then
it would be equally In order to censure
them 1n the avent of iis peglect. The!
bretheen who performed the acts of
kinduess In this instance were mot|
moved .by & deslre to be ‘‘seen of
men,t' but to bave  the satisfuction
which accrues frow aileviating dis-

and votes the cnactineut of laws which
i they belteve are unwlse and injurious
when therd 18 a populay clanmf for
thetn, sltbonzh that weakness 1s‘as
comi 1pm, as it is injurious, but they
win mé, courzge o suy, at bome and
tg -their fellow-citizens what they
really think upon gnestions of public
policy. They ncgleet the duty of con-
tributing to the dlscyssion of publie
affalrs their honcst*jy dgment, and
they do it bedause they are cowarda.
Todéy are content to thiok, or at
lcast to advocate, whitever the ma-
;émy of their party thloks or adve-
cates, and arc in far too many in-
stantes uuwilling to commit -them-
selves until they discover what opinlop
otherrpeople waut them to huve.

Thus _they lose the opportunity of
helping to formy and gsteblish punlic
sentiméut; bt they areapt to pet in
front of the procession with a ﬁagiiu
their hund, when they have discoverd
which way it is likely.to march, These
‘draflle smart’ politicians |magine that
the only way to .direct thu, neo-

j¢ i3 ta humor and delude them.

ney faucy thut it is essier to

atter wrouy idess and clrecumvent
them thaiito show Lhem wherein they
are, wrong. That in this particulara
‘arie proportion of politlciang justly
gstimate their ewn twent capnot be
disputed. They are by nature and
training disqualifled for exerting any
influence in formiog men's judrment;
their only hope of succegs lies in pan-
dering to the prejudices ¢f the mob,

By habituuting themseives to 1 sup-
pression of opinlons that are wvu-

mwade to her by the husband durlng the
existence of the marringe coniract.

This efféctually shuts the mouth of
every- insnltiug  public , prosecutor,
when be wantato haratis a wi
ritate  hey chusband, by plyiog
her with “pruricnt guestions and
endeavoring to 50w, e seeds of

Jscord  belweun parried persong.

t is a blast from Cobgresg{rom Which
somc spiteful attorneys ‘cangot te-
cpyer. It 18 a rebuke-to the exces-

* slvely zealglhly officinls ‘who guy
used the terrors bf the Iuw, in oirdeér
to irightén lawful wives into ‘making
siatements that could be pyed to ¢rim=
inate thewr Busbdndly. "It is Nberatibn
frfom the torture “whith legal tlends
have taken defizhit fn infilcting’ wpon
hetpless vigtims. 1

Bof legul wivés must understand
that i subpwnaed they mwust wttend
-&pdY obey the”lummons, if properly
scrved, un0d cap then €stublish 1heir
right of exewption from glving testi-
wony. When they are Huly sworn they
ciud state the {alt or their martinge Lo
the accused, and whenund where the
cdniruct was made,but need notandwer
&oy questions a8 to thelr husbund’s
rcistions to-other persons, or give any
testimony cuicutzted to ertipdnate him
when ke is ebarged with biyamy, po-
lygamy or unlawinl cohabitution or
wheb an indictment }8 #ought aguiust
him for either of those ofenses.

Tois !s the reddcuygitig featare of the
Lutesi anti-** Mormon? - Jegislation. It
15 1p@ccord WithT voth common law

apd satutory provisions in Eogland

ubnd Ameticy. Contrary practice juo |-

Utah, bus bLeen. preaicated npon x
struined and pariinl constryction of u
Territoriul statute, which. evgry asso-
clgting clreuwstuncg wenl to sliow
wus desixned in the same spiiit as the
law of Congress saw,in force. ;

Let Jegar wives stuod upon Lheir
rigits, and let ng hushand or wife be
imposed npon by special pleadiogs or
urbitrary rulings, when the new law is
80 plain thal all may undersiand its
lenguaze and intent. .
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DECADENCE OF MORAL
COURAGHEH.

A sHORT tinic ago we eXpressed our
views on the jack of wnorsl courage in
public men, deplored its deeadence,
and illustrated it by feference to tho
course of Congresswen, who voled for
ant{-*Mormon'’ measures which thejr

udgment. and  conscience alike
condemnped, but whith they were
afriid of opposing becmuse of

popatar opinion. Ve ellp the foliow-
ing oo this subject from the editorial
columns of the Boston Harald. Com-
weutir g on the speechptuChicaro made
by Jumes Rassell Loweil, the Herald
does not review the whofe pration, but
touches on tiis point only: -

‘“When be said 'l bave a feeling that
what is wanting [n our politicians of
the present day, 1oore than anylline
clse, Is theone clement 0f coursge,” he
probed Lo the seat of the disease that
wakes our partisanship so' dishofigst
ald onr legislutibn®o scandfifous. Tae
wen who lexd In the polities off to-diy |
ure  "wanting ° courage, tae
Ligly courage ' Which ¢ s

viraid of.  belng’ in a' mindrity, [1

and.ir-.

pot |sitkness and afliction.

popular in order io et ofllce,

and to doing acts which their better

judgment condemns, in  prder to

l‘gggg offlce, they woon hlunt"thelr ap-
che

nsionof the right or wropng of
measures or policies, and even come to
think that there i8 no right or wrong
involved, or no other ti
thao that which relates to personal or
purty gaccess. -We have no doubt that
Ger’ Biogg told the exact trith‘ywhen
he said thut he koew, from talks with’
them; that numbers of Representatives
on the Republican side thousht the dis-
pbillty pepsion bill was an uuwise and
wrongful measure, but there wasn't a
mag of them wBodiad the courage to
vole tesustaip: the vetp, It was
judged 1o be a measure of party policy
to vote against it.r The next electionk
shonld teach them o lesson,'t

Fre truth of the'foregoing cannot be
gpucecssfully dented. 1%is as patentas
it is deplorable.

.Cannon was denled bis sedt In the
House of Represeniatives, as Delégite
trom ULsh, there were scolres of them-
bers who Enew the ‘uction taken was
wrong and despleable, and they felt
like kloklog themselves tor thelr own
cowardice 1o failing to stend up for
fairness and right!* But they usked,
“What cun we do? 1t would cost us
ouripositions if wesaltempted to stem
the popular tide. We aré ashafned'to
owntlt, but we haven’t the cours,
resist it."’

Wien the Edmunds bili -was howled
through the House without conslder-
ation ood withoutfair debute, similar
confessions were made, Thda bilt was
dewanded by thewleryy and thetr con-
gregatious, [t was known w be
vicious leglslation and purposely made
chpable of wore than it expressed; but

ublic men who kuew thig dared not

wintain correet principles and their
own honor by opposing the measure.

Exactly the same 10 the enactment
of the lutest law against the.‘'Mor-
mons." Men .Jan  both  Houses
refrained from voting becansge
they had npot the vualor to fight
against it, and they cowld - not
codorse the errors and evils it
countained: A few brave souls ratsed
their hands and volces in ‘protest
u%’alust the iniquity, but most .of the
objectors aither shut thelr eyesrand
swallowed the dose, or remalned romn
neutral gronnd, neither raceiving nor
rejecting it.

This was alse the position of Presi=
dent Cleveland who, bhoweaver,bas
manifested so0 often the courace of
conviction io face of u host of oppos-
‘@rs, that he may perhaps be pardoned
for fallure to resist the enormous pres-,
surebroaght to bearupon him jn this:
instance. Moral courige is o rare
qualjty, butit is na admirable as it is
uncommon, and he whno shows it when
the greatest odds are against him is a
beroand & pringce among. men, and
when be battlgs for the right will be
approved of God und honored byall
fust people.
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A CUSTOM THAT SHOULD BE
L ABOLISHED.

[

l

WE hevereceived, forf publication, a
card expressing the thanks of its
writer toa Blshvp ard CounssloM B

of kindness perfoumed during a timeof
We '‘refrain

t and wrong’

When Houn. George’

e tdi

and (catule, pusrds strong enough to

tress among Vheir feillow-men sud do-
ing thal which was obligatory opon
tiem. “The motive of toe person wha
sent the card js, hawever, beyond
doubt, beingjunquestionably good,
We conslder 1oat the otlices held by
the geutlemen who exhibited their so-

licltude for the uiflicted glves us &
pliin opportunity to decline to publisn
without running tae risk of hure-

ing thg feulinys of the person who
desjres the inaprtion 6t the card in
these cglumns,” It alsg gives us oceu-
giou to slute that cards of thanks
generally, irpm, bereaved pyssons, are
uot In zood taste, and we ghiope that
our friends wwill renggmber that this
opinion js pretty strontz with us. The
reason they timve been published has
not been bDegause we ve thought
them eithet called for or conslstent.
"People wbo muulfest kinduess—both
substantisl snd sentimental—toward
tbe bereaved and afllicted are actusted
0y & generous djsposltion, and are not
presumed to beé desirious of having
thelr private ucts of googness placed
before the gemeral public, and they
cannot but' usderstand that they are
appreclzted by those upon whom they
arc bestowed:

We iope the custom fof pubiishing
cards of thahks woder such circuw-
stances will gpeedily ¢ie out.

SIIK IS; NOT HAPPY.
Wi learn from the Knnsas Clty Jour-
ngl tbat Miss'iute Field there recent-
1y delivered ber * ‘Mormon’ Monster!'
10 the presence of & somewhat large
rudience. Thatisto say that s por-
tion of thosc gathered together on the
beedasion were .present durtog the
whole of the operation, a lurge number
arising from their seats and leaving
the bhall before it completion. This
want of appreciation of the lecture on
the purt of thg Kansans'fuspfred the
litfle womun with disgust—the same
sentiment which doubtiess inclted

them to retire.
' The leoturer was interviewed, after
the'femnant of the audlence dispersed,
by &n enterprislog reporter of the
Journal, and the foilowiug is a part of
the conversgWon:
' “0n belng to}d that it was rumored
thut, as one of'the rlepest women in
Albericu, she would lavest heavily
here, she satd: -
‘What rot! If I was arieh woman 1
tel yagi 1 shduld dive np to my reputa-
Lion, and shounldn’t be living around
this way lecturing. 1 wish the rumor
to be contradicted,’ .
" Wheon asked why she objected to the
fdea, ghe suid : *Flrst, because it is a
lie, ued | bate lles; and then, I am
overrun with begging letters.”
The featnires thut project fu that ex-
trdct ore thiat Miss Flclc?ls spmewhut
slangy, does 00t want to be consideréd
wesllhy: 18 rooning the ‘‘momnater”
business is o’ mere pecunfury consid-
erdation anod is ot one of that kind of
women Who run aroond buntiog up
objects of commigeration upon whom

on them and their dpproaches to gulde
the derajled cars back upon the rujls
and pressable guard -posts at up-
proaches 10 bridegcs to catch the biow
from any derailed car instead of the
superstructure of the bridge itself,

he¢ midority report recommends
the heating of cars by steum from the
locomotive und objects to keroscne
for Mght. Bills to tuose ends are pre-
sented, )
Unpe tirio in the cast, inorder to avold
ire, is bLeildieg incombustiole cars
which are constructed exclnsively o
iron. The main objectioos to these,
so far sdvanced, s that they are fur
1rom bewng efther becutiful or com-
lortable.  Mussive, Indestructible
stoves, 5o locked and guarded &a to
preveat the possibility of the fire
reaching the woodwork of the cars,
bave been proposed, and lamp oll of
such a heuvy churacter us to entirely ob-
viate the danger of c¢xplosion hus been
suggestad, and we believe is now used
on the Urnion Pacific lines.
Iv is'suld that u u multitude of coun-
selora there is safety, and i will prob-
ably not b long belore some plan will:
be zenerally adopled that will avoid
the dungers of the present system of
beatlng and lighting  railway enr-
ringes. i
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PROBATE COURTS AND PRI-
VATE CORPORATIONS.

Sonx people lo their unduc anxiety to
eppear uptight get so stralght that
they leap over hackwards, The Ed-
minds law Nuwmber Two provides:

8r¢, 12, That the laws enacted by
the Legjsiative Assembly of the Terri-
tory of* Uiy conferriog jurisdiction
upon probate courts, or the judszes
therect, or &oy of them, in suid Terri-
tory, other than in rcspect of the es-
tates of decensed persons, aud in res-
pect of the guardiauship of the
persons apd property of iniante, and
in respeéct of the persons-and property
of persons 'not of sound mind, ure
hereby disapproved and apnulled ;- and
no probate court or judge of probate
shall exercise any jurisdictiom other
than in respect of the matters afore-
suld, except as a member of & ceunty
cotirt; and every suth jurisdiction so
by force of this sct withdruwn from'
the .suid probate courls orjudges shujl:
be had und exendised by the dis-
krlct courts of said Territory respec-

ively.

In the incorporation laws of thils
Territory it js provided thst whén a
corporgtlon 18 organized for Hinlng,
mantfucturing, commercial or other
industrlal pursuits, or for other specl-
tled purposes, an agreement io
writing, slgue& by each of the in-
corporutors shall be ucknowledged
by at least three of thelr number be
fore the Probate Judge of the county
in whicb the business 18 1o be estab.
lished. The sgreement, with the oath

Ptobate Clerk of that county and by
kim recorded in & boek kept for the
putpose.
corporation enter upon thejr duties,
they are 1o euter into bonds to the ace
ceptance of the Probate Judge, and
the bonds are to be flled with the
County Clerk. A certiticate to the
effect that these provision of the law
have been' complled with is to nbe
issued by the Probate Clerk, and
in some cases, this, with a copy ol
the articles of agreement and the oath
or affirmatien must be filed with the

.| Secretary of the Territory, wio is to

issue a certiticate under the great ses)]
of the Territory. -

Some newly organized corporations,
not having beeu fully advised,perhapsa,
buve jumped to the conclusion that {he
Probute Judges are no longer wuthor-
ized to perfurm the duties defined 1n
the incorporation laws, and have
rushed to the District Coort suppos-

she can bestow char!ty..
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' PREVENTION OF FIRES IN
RAILROAD WRECKS.

Ix view of the many disastrous results
of the present methods 8f ligbting and
heating railway cars, and the unsni-
moud verdict of the traveling public
that something shonld be done at once

lo insnfe greater security from
the  terrible death by fire
so fregquently occurring In cases

of accident, the rafiway kings are unx-
ionsly casiiog abont for methods that
shall' meet this pressing  necessity,

Ainong the plans saggested to accom-
plish tols purpose the Boston & Albany
railrodd hate decided to adopt that of
heating by stesm and Hghting hy
theans of elcetricity. The superinten-
dent states thut the ¢ars are now being
firsetl with' these appliunces and ,that
aliortly two through trains between
Néw York and Boston will be running
on ihis plun, thereby insuring com-
paralive immunity irom death by fire.
+ The New York Bosrd of Relrond
Cominiasioners, however, reports on
this gubjcet that it tlnds that the heat-
Ing by stgam from the locomotive is
ot feaaihle 1n the general railroad
service, Its recommendations are
contajned ju a bill which-prohiblts
uany stove in pusseover cars, inside br
out, ueless it is éanstructed and guard-
ed 80 48 10 prevent the car {rom talking
fire under all'clrcumstiances; prohibits
oil in jumps of less .than 30¢ degrees
fire tegt;, prescribes floorlng io bridges

one ,of the Wardsof ilT5 city for scta

rom publishing it on several grounds,

fog thut thereby they were complying

‘with the new lsw ©of Conpgress, We
belfeve that the results will suow they
bave made & great mistake., Let us
?xﬁ.mine the question briefly but care-
ully:

The new law transfers all nrisdic-
tion, except i respect of the powers
ngmed, from the Probate Courts of
Utalr fo the District Courts. ' The
question to be decided then, in relation
Lo this subject, s what Is meant by
‘“HJurisdiction?”” Here is the definition
ziven by Bouvier, & recbgnized suthor-
ity on all legal terms:

YA power constitutionally conferred
upon a judge or magistrate, to take
cogolzance of, and decjde ceuses ge-
gording tolaw and to carry his sen-
tence into execution:™

Webster’s deflnition is8 in accord
with this. Judicial authority j8 com-
prebenfled in the term. The word ap-
pearing in the law in relerence to
the powers of a court must be
taken accordiag to [ts. legal- slgnifica-
tion. Jurisdiction is either orixinal or
appellate, civi: or criminal, concurrent
or cxclusive. In either case it rejutes
t2 the exercise of judiclal fuoctions,
The jurisdictlon of 2 judge means the
Eowar he holds as such. The ac-
cnowledgment of & legal paper, the uc-
| ceprubce of . bond, the lssuance of o
certitlcate are not judiclal acis. They
are often performed hy persons wwho
bavé ro judiciul powers whatever,

The Orzanic Act provides that

“The Judicial power of said Terri-
tory shali be vested in i Supreige
Conrt, District Courts, Probate Courts
and in Justices of the Peace.™

"The jurisdiction of the scveral
courts herein provided for, both appel-
late and original, and tbat of the Pro-
bate Courts and Justices of the Peace,

support deralled cars; with guard ralls.

Ao

8hall be a8 limited by law.”!

or afitmation, 15 to be fled with the,

Before the officers of the'

For nlong time the Probate Courts
exercised concurrént, orlginal juris-
diction with the District Conrtd’'in both
civil and criminal cases under the laws
of the Territory. But in 187¢ the Po-
l?and law was enacted which provides
that,

“I'robate Judges |n thelr respective
counties shall have jurisdictipn in the
settlement of the estates of decedents,
and in matters of guardianship an
ather iike matters; but otherwise fhey

¢ [ishall pave no clvil, chancery, or crim.

<inal jmisdiction  whetever;  they
shajl have jurisdiction In sults
of divorce, for statutory causes, con.
currently with the District Courts; but
any defendant in & sult for divoree
commenced in o Probute Court shall
be entitled after apearavce, add by
fore plea or'answer, to hiave sald sujt
removyed to the District Court having
jurisdiction.”

The authority vested in the Probats
Courts to enter 1and for the occupacy
of towns,etc., was not called “‘jurls-
diction®* by the Poland law, and wa
retained under it, as were all oOther
powers except in respect to their fu.
risdiction, which Jyas limited as aboye,
Now comes & further limit to thp
jurisdict!on, taking away the powen
of the Probate Courts as to suits for

divorce, which &r¢ made origing
and exclusive to the Distrig
Courts. The jurisdiction of the

former is limited to the exercisef
probate powess. But this does not de.
Privc‘ them of authority over matien
o which no judicial power is used ang
which 13 conferred upon them by law,
The territorial laws in regard to the
incorporationof associgtions for husl-
ness of different kinds, are not affected
'ti\y the Edmunds law Number Two,

he Probate Judges are hereafter i
be appointed by« the President ant
Hebate lostead of elected by the peo.
ple, but this does not change thel
doties nor limit their powers. T
{bresent ‘incumberts will serve om

heir terms, but thele jurisdiction i}
regard to diverce sults 1s taken awsj
and their jurisdiction or judicial pewe
is limited us defined in the gectign Ay
quoted above, . ;

It will be found,then, In our opinioey,
that those cerporations which oave o
mwade their acknowledeements and il
their papers with the Probate Judge
and Clerks, have not complied with th
luw and are therefore not entitled b
the beuetits thereof. This is & matwr
worthdv 0of gheit attention and they
sbould duly consider it.

There is s provision of the lInw whit
seems to bave slipped the attention o
incorporators generally; that 1s tha
many corporations have do nced o
file ibelr artlcles’ of agreement, ¢
with the Secretary of the Territory m
10 obtain his eertificate. ‘The ur
suys: ‘

' Provided that corporatlons forms
for religious, social, benevolent, eda
cational or sclentitic Ppurposes, or co
porations formed for the constructis
of Lrrigating ditches,. or corPorumm
known in this:Territory as ‘co-oper-
ative mercantlie institutions,® ghall not
‘be required to file coples ,of their artl
cles in the office of the Secretary o
the Territory, but the County Clerd
shell insue to such corporations, unde
the gea] of the conrt, o, certificute u
the effect that the articies of agres
ment and oathor affirmstion Lave ben!
filed in bis odice, which certifica:
'8hall be evidence of the dus incorpon-
tion of the same.

This is sufflciently explicit and ap-
esrd in the law on Private Corpors-
jons of 1884, With theses considen.
tions, is not the action of those jncor
porators who have been in auch s hor-
ry to run to the District Court a litth
too previous? It is a matter that  de
serveh careful examinstion and di
caution, for an -association unlawin
incorporated {8 not a corporation, ax
dlfficulties and complications
grow ont of an unintentional e
that will cause great trouble and muz
expeuse,

———r— . — i t——

THE LAMENTATIONS OF THE
LEAGUE.

[}

W= hear of blue streaks of profasly
from the lips of “Loyal Leaguew”
over the.Snpplementary Edmunds Ls¥
which has taken the placg of i
Tucker concoction, We canno$ repett
their language, we cau onlyaludeis
their lamentstions. If this newlawis
sucn a2 *‘contempiible,” '‘boneles"
**ugeless’’ thing, us they Aleclare in
private, why do they nttempt to
protend that they rejofce over itin
publie?

We arc afraid thaf,the half dollar
cease to drop from the duapes whe
bhave ' sapplied the ammunition
for tbe campulgn, and that thep will
800nR see'tbat the fun and the honey
have all been for the two B's who bave
turped 4#ail upon Washjpgton with
therr stings extracted, w hile the chagrin
and the waste of cash have all peen for
the downcast donaters.. And that the :
exclamation at the end’of the next
financial month-will be: 0k, what'a
Ialling off was therel"! r
The test cath, on which it wag co- |
{essed *‘everything depended," iurns
ont to be just exactly what wasnot
wanted by the hungry crew who echo
Flanagan’s famous gquery, Wbkt It
ll-———are we_here for if mot for the
offices?"’ | There 18 trooble in  the
“[iberal” camp and much “cussing
of ““trajtors® who aro held reponsible
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