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heaven a8 they should do. This is
what we ought sll the time tn have
pefore ue. Lt should bethe firat thing
with us in the morning, and the last
thing when we shut our eyes to slum.
ber at night, that we apprepiate with
gruteful hearts the blessings that (Fod
pestows upoen ué. Then we can roll
out two or three bundred thoussnd dol-
lars to finish 8 temple, and it becomes
a matter of convenient eflort for the
people of God to taks bold of anu
accomplish with delight.

This leais me to the comsideration
of temples, How hlesesd we are.
Three temples already amoug ue, and
the people are laboring iu them to
henefit the hosls vf tbhe dead that have
gone before. Yet there are a great
many Saints who have not got their
oy es opened to see that there is really
any lmportance in their going ta tne
tewple, aud some have not felt to
attach any Impertance to their takivg
hold and belping t2 build it. But gen-
erally there is to this labor a greater
and 5 more universal good feellng of
generosity amoDg the Saints than
upon any other thing that dounallons
are ssked for. That is n tlestimony
to us that the building of temples i a
divine work; that tbe temples are the
gutes of heaven, anl thgt :nen and
women iD them may get nearer to the
Lord than they ¢can anywhere else on
this earth. ‘This has always been so,
and it is Dow the case more than ever
before. Have we found it out? s the
question. We read s great deal about
Solomon’s temple. Ii a mason taiks
with you & few minutes an.
you have anything to say about
musonry, bt Wwill teli you that his
idens and instructions have come clear
down irom Scolomon’s templs. Ampu
that temple, let me tell you, wes Lurlt
by 8 people that lived in & section os
counptry & great desl less than this
Territory of Utab. The land of Pales.
tioe is estimated 10 cuntaln about 12,000
equare miles, while Utah ‘Territory
contaips more Lhan six times Aas
many, or Bbout 80,000 iquare miles.
Thivk of it! That land wus so highly
oultivated that it supported its millions
of people; amd ib had besides tuat, ai
around on the bills apd In the valleys,
multitudes vl ficeks 6nd herus—**cattie
upon a thousand hills.”> The people
who inbabited that land were amony
the very weaithiest on the face of the
eerth. For bundrids of years they
Jent and did not borrow, aad they wure
the head of the nations on all that con-
tinent. Tie Lord hlessed them with
thut glorions temple, Now, we have
pevern) Stakes here in Zion that extend
over as much territory 8 Wwas con-
tained in the wholie land of Israsl,
which hau that tempie. But we could

put two temples of that size—toat is/

leaving vut Lthe part thal was intenued
for the congresations of the Gentiles—
intp thisn temple that is now belng
finished in Salt Lake., Solomocv’s tewn-
ple was Dot a large one. But It was
very precious, htcause it was overlalu
with gold. I8 implements, cups,
trumpeis, poros, 8od all its articles ot
aervige were made of gold aud of Bilver.
They had the precious metals in tho:e
days In immenss quoantities, The
dome of the temple was covered with
gold, Yhen the 8uurose in the moro-
ing it reflected aond threw off a great
sput of light like BDother sun, aodits
prilliancy shone extensively over a)i
the oountry arcund,

‘poutivg oul of the fulness of

Now, the Lord has blessed us to
huild three of these good sized temples,
just for pastime, while we have been
constructing this one that President
Young laid out forty yvars ago. We
have come nearly to the finishing of

the fourth temple. Are the peo-
ple of Israel in these valleye
of the mountains seneible of tne

importance of these temples, and do
they nppreciate the wvalue of them?
1t is & question that we may do well to
ask ourselves. We pgo into them and
receive ordinances and endowments,
but do we realize Lthat these ordinances
were revealed to the Prophet Joseph
after he bhad dediecated the Kirtlanu
Temple, and {ust before the fnishihg
of the Nauvoo Temple, after having
been bid trom the foundation of the
worlu? When the revelation of these
things came it caused B commotion in
the earth, and stirred up the wicked to
Iry and destroy bim. The spirit inti-
mated to him that he might not live
to see that temple completed. He tonk
the Twelve aside and oconferred upon
them there ordinances, some of wiich
you have been permitted to receive in
the temple, and they in turn pdminis-
tered the same ordionnces to Joseph
and Hyrum, who had flrut bestoweu
them upon them. Thus, you see, a
few obtained thiz measure of fulness
that we had oot had before. There
were ordinances of the Church that
were not administered since the days
ol toat temple until the first temple
hete in 1877, at Bt. George, Many ot
the ordinances had to be suspended;
but some few oould be attended to io
the Endowment bhouse. Hereare now
three temples in which we have the
privilege to go and lsvor, and the
fourth nearing completion. This is
something that has not been known on
this contivent siuce Bhortly atter the
unys of our Bavior, A shorttime atter
be was here on thie land, the Church
aposiatized, snd DMoroni hid up the
Book of Mormon records io tne hill
Cumorah; and the whole land went
tnto desolation,into wilderness,and int .
the degradation of the Lamamnites,
Now the Liord hus restored these things.
How precious! One after another He
Las revealed Lhose Ihings which, He
says in the Book of Doctrine and
Cuvenants, hbave been kept hid trom
before the foundation of the world, D,
weo sense, then, that we ate living in
tie enjoyment of blessings that the
formet pations never had—tnat [srael
did oot have in the days of the Lord
Jesus, tnat the anclent patiiarchs diu
not bave? 'They had promises maue to
them und certain blesslnge given to
tbem., The Lord came snd revealed
Himself personaliy to some of Lbhem
once in » while, He oame and ordainea
some righteous men Himsell. But the
these
ble:s1 gsupon tbe human family has
been withheid until our uay, when it
seems that He hus poured tuem down
without measure upon us. It is good
to sense these Lthings. There is some-
thiog aboal 1nesre matiers of serlous
moment, If we will but seck to tlod 1L
out and know what it is.

What was the very Hrst thing that
the Liord required the childreu oi Israsi
to do atter He bhad rescued them fr.m
the hanus of Poaraoh? Youremember
how tue Lord bad to wrestle with
Pharaoh. He sent upon bim plague
nfter plague, hut each time his heart
gtew hurder and harder, till the first.

born of every houee, and of the ocattle,
were dylng, dyiog by the providence
of God. He then concluded he had
hetter let the Iaraelites go, and they
started nut. There were eix hundred
thousand people over twenty years of
age, beside children and many cattle.
Rather a bigger camp than that which
started ontof Nauvoo! Butassoon asthe
Lord got them fairly over the Red gea,
where the Egyptians could not follow,
He bad them camp around Mount
Binai. Then He took Moses up into
the mountain and gave him the law,
and told bim to go to work aud build
o temple right there in the wilderness
—a portahle temple, They cailed ita tem-
ple when they got up into the land of
Canaan. They camped with it awhile
at Jericho, at Shileh, at Qilgal, and
other places, The Lord considered it
necessary forlerael to have among them
this temple, or tabernacle, that there
might he a sacredness there, and that
they could know that the Lord was
with thein. Let us luok ab this s Httle,
What was the pature of that taber-
pnacle? That little ark of the covenant
that was hid up in the most bholy place
contalped the rod of Aaron, the two
tables of stone pontaining the ten com-
mandments, and the pot of manna. No
man or woman was permitted to gn
in there on pain of death, except the
High Priest, who had to go oncea
yusr to expiate for the ains of the peo-
pie. It was where the power of the
Lord was shown. The priests had to
be consectaled and set apart with holy
sacriflce and anointing for these things,
and it had to be done aocording to the
order of God, so that He might make
Himself manifest to that people, and
He be known as their Jeader, and they
be kpnown as His people, and that
their God was suoh a God thatthere
there was uone like Him in all the
earth, I[f they were journeying mnd
the nations said that they¥ could not
come Bmong them,hut must go atound,
Asaron,invested with hisgarments,eto.

as the High Priest, went in thereen

xgked the Lord: **3hall we go up to
battle agaipst thess people and
figbt our way througb, or shall we

pot?*? And the voice Lhere between
the cbherubims on  that holy
place told them . whether they

should, or should pot, apd they uid
accordingly. The Lord was with
them, and His angel attended them
constantly. It was a wacred thing,
and they bad to deal with it gacrediy.
The camp of Isrnel,aside trom the tribe
oi Lievi,was not allowed to camp pearit.
The privets had to camp nearest ‘o i,
and the Levites oext to them. Oaly
the tribe of Levi were permitted to
handle and convey this tabernacle
through sll their wilder. ess journey.
Thue uwveryithing was kept sacred to
toe Lord. While they duid this the
Lrd was their friend. How glorious
it was for them! When they were ln
difficulty He came down tn Hae eloud
right st the door ot the tabernacle, and
taiked with Mosesand told bim how to
sebile the difficulty. When Asron bhad
got the people worshlpping a golden
eal!, tbe Lord in His wrath, after
bripging them up that way, was ready
to turn o and destrey tobem. But
Moses put bimeself in the gap. He
said the Egyplians would say, “For
mischief did be bring them qut, to alay
them in the mountaios,and to cConsume
them from the face of the earth.”” But
the Lord eaid: “Liet mwe alone, thut



