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THE DESERET NEWS.

EDITORIALS

‘“THE MANUSCRIPT FOUND.”
SINCE the publicotion in Scribner of
Miss Ellen E, Dickenson’s article on
the Book of Mormon,and in Lippen-
cott of F. G. Mather’s -contribution
on the early days of “Mormonism,”
several papers have taken up these
subjects, making copious extracts
from the magazines we have men-
tioned. The Troy Times published
Mather’s article in full; the Syra-
cuse Journal reproduced some por-
tions of Miss Dickenson’s, and other

pers have copied the affidavit of
ﬁm. McKinstry. -

We have been requested to notice
some of these effusions, and would
be pleased to do so if the statements
which are repeated with such great

.sameness had not been replied to
over and over again, But we do not
think it would be at all profitable to
answer all the silly stories that are
invented about the Latter-day
nis, nor to attempt to state that
oseph Smith did not try to walk on
the water; pretend fo raise the sim-
uhteddauf:r put saltin-a water-hole
and try to make out that he had
discovered a salt spring; declare that
the devil he cast out of a man
was in the shape of a black cat; nor
do any of the absurd things that
are gravely attributed to him by
writers who ought to make better
use of their talents. . -

However, as the old fablé of the
Spaulding origin of the Book of Mor-
mon seems to be regarded with con-
siderable credulity, notwithstanding
its inherent weakness, and the com-
Elﬂba refutation which ought

of exploded  theories, we will once
more refer to it, chiefly to give place
to the testimony of Bro. J. E. John-
son, of Bt. George, in relation to the
man who first attempted to make
capital out of the stupid Spaulding
story.

ST. GEORGE, Utah,
December 28, 1830.

Editor Deseret News:

We enclose affidavif of Mrs. Me-
Kinstry, from Secribner's August
No., bringlrll.g to light an important
fact in regard to the relation of Solo-
mon  Spaulding’s
Found” and the Book of Mormon.
Atan early day it was asserted by
the enemies of the Church, that
the Book of Mormon was copied
from, or founded on the manuscript
of Bpaulding, and year after year
mew recruits have appeared and
made unproved asszrtions to this
same sftatement, and here is the
last, with an appearance of being sub-
stantiated—but really acting just
the reverse of what was intended.

It would be ridiculous to suppose
that man, woman or child, could
though tlessly listen to the reading of
a book or manuscript in 1812 and
then in 1834 or 1880, be able to =ay
with the least prospect of fact, on
reading the Book of Mormon, that
names and incidents were the same.
But the facts are ¢lear and : tartling,
that in 1834 Dr. Hurlburt did write
& book claiming to expose Mormon-
fsm—that he went east to obtain
the Manuscript Found—that he ab-
solutely obtained the work — that
when he returned he declared he
could not find it—and that his book
was eguhliﬂhﬂd without a sentence

ied from Manuscript Found.

hese faets, when coupled, should
to any reasonable mind that

e publishers of the first book ex-

Mormonism well knew that
their pretenses were false, and that
¢Manuscript Found” would never do
as a foundation even for the book of
Mormon, and so fearing their false-
hood might be brought to light, pro-
bably destroyed it. Dr. Hurlburt’s
book is still extant in many libraries

and doubtless a copy be found

in Balt Lake City. In A: 'D., 1834 1}

was 17 years old, and well resnember
Dr. Hurlburt from the time he first
came to Kirtland and was fully ac-
quainted with- him till after his hook
was published.”

MRS MATILDA SPAULDING M'KINSTRY'E STATE-
MENT RBEGARDING THE ‘“‘MANUSCRIPT
FOUND":

WASHINGTON, D. C., April 3, 1880. -

8o much has been publiched that i= errone-
ous the “Manuseript Fouud,”
written by fiathoer, the Rev. Solomon
8 y &nd its suppoced coupection with

book ealled the Mormon Bible,l have wil-
lingly consented to make the following state-
ment regarding it, repeating allthat [ re-
member personally of this manuscript, and
all that is of importance which my moither ce-
lated to me in coanection with it, at the samne
time affirming that I am in tolerable health
and » &nd that my memory, in eowmmon
with elderly people, is clearer in regard to

to
ave buried it long ago in the gmve1

Our friend writes as follows: |

“Manuscript |

fwas a
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== = —— -

the events of ‘my earlier years, rather than
those of my maturer life.

During the war of 1812, 1 was residing with
my parents in a little town in Ohio called Con-
neaut. 1 was then in my sixth year. My father
was in business there, and [ remember his
iron foundry and the men he had at work,but
that he remained wnei most of thBt t;iii mel:
aud was reading writing 4 greatl dea
He frequently wrote litLle stories, which he
[ read to me, There were some round mounds
b of earth pear our house which greatly inter-

ested him, and he said & troe on the top of

one of them was a thousand years old. He set

some of his men to work di into one of
these mounds, and I vivi remember how
excited he became when be heard that they
had exhumed some human bones, portions of

tic skeletons, and various relics.. He
talked with my mother of these discoveries in
the mound, and was writing every day as the
work progressed. Afterward he read the
manuser pt which I bad seen him wmiﬂtﬁe to

Lhe hbors, and toa clergyman, a nd
B s i ot ot Ous

pames that he mentioned while lw]jﬁetg

these people 1 have never forgotten.

are a& fresh to me to-day a8 though I heard
m vesterday. They were ‘‘Mormon,"

“Maront,” * Lamenite,” ** Nepht,”

We removed from Conpeaut to Pittsburgh
while I was gtil very young, but every cir-
cumstance of this removal 1s distinet in my
memory. In that city my father bad an iull-
mate friend named Patterson,and [ frequ nt-
ly visited Mr. Patterson’s library with him,
and heard my father talk about books with
him. In 1816 my father died at Amity, Pean-
sylvapia, aund diiectly after his death iy
mother and myself weut to visit at the resi-
dence of my moiher’s brother, William k.
sabine, at Onondaga Valley, Onondago ¢olui-
ty, New York. Mr. Sabiue was a luwjyer of
distinction and wealth, and greatiy res pecred.
We cacried all our persousl effects with us,
aud one of these was an old trunk, in which
my mother had placed all my 1athec’s writ-
.ngs which had been preserved. 1 perfectly
remember the appearance of this trunk, aod
of lookin ,
mons and other papers, and I saw a manu-
seript about an ioch thick, closely writteu,
tied with some of the stories my father had
written for me, one of which ho called **1'he
Frogs of Wyndham.” On the outside of ihis
manuscript wereé written the words, ** Manu-
seript Fouud.” I did not read it, but Jooked
through it and had itin my hands many times,
and saw the names [ had rd at Conne:zaut,
when my father read it to bis friends. I was
about eleven years of age at this time.

After we had been at my unecle’s for some
time, my wmother left e there and went to
her father's house at Pomfret, Connecticu
but did not take her furniture nor the ol
trunk of manuscripts with her. In 182 she
married Mr. Davison, of Hart a village
near Cooperstown, New York, and sent for
ike things she bhad left at Onondaga ‘Fullers
and I remember that the old trunk, with ti!
contents, reached her in safety. In 1528,
was married to Dr., A. MeKinstry, of Hamp-

—

qﬂﬁu County, Massachusetts, and went there

to reside. Very soon after my mother joined
me there, and was with me most of the time
uptil her death in 1844. We heard, not
after she came to live with me—I do not re-
member just how long—something of Mor-
monism, and the report that it had been
takon from my father’s “Manuseript Found;"
and then came to us direct an account of the
Mormon nee at Counea Ohio, and
that, on one occasion,wheu the Mormon Bible
was read there in ﬁlio‘gy father’s brother,
John Spaulding, Mr. Lake and many other
rsons who were present, at once recoguized
ts similarity to t “Manuseript Bouud,”
which they heard read years before by
my father in the same town. There
reat deal of talk and a great

deal published at this = time bout
Mormonism &1l over  the count I

believe it was in 1834 that & man named
Hurlburt came to my house at Monson to see
my mother, who told us that he had been
sent hﬁ:’ committee to procure the ‘*Manus-
cript Found,” written by the Rev. Solomon
Span s S0 &8 to compare it with the Mor-
mon Bible. He presented a letter to my
mother from my uncle, Wm. H. Sabine,; of
Onondaga Valley, in which he uested ner
to loan this manuseript to Hurlburt, &8 he
(my uncle) was desiroug‘‘to uproot” (as he
expressed it) ““this M on fraud.” Hurl-
burt representad that he had been a convert
to Mormonism, but bad given it up, and
through the *“*Manuscript Found"” w to

its wickedness. My mother was care-
ful to have me with her in all the conver=a-
tions she had with Hurlburt, who spent a day
at.my house. She did not- like his appear-
ance, and mistrusted; his motives, but ha
gveat respect for her ‘brother’s wishes an
opinions, she reluctantly consented to his re-
quest. The old truuk, containing: the desired
“Manusceipt Found” she had . in the
care of Mr. Jerome Clark, of Hartwicks.when
she came to Monson, intending to send for it.
Ou the repeated promise of Hurlburt to re-
turn the manuscript to us, she gave him a
letter t0 Mr. l?larﬁ to open the trunk and
deliver 1t to him. We afterward heard
that he . did -“receive it from: Mw
Clark, at Hartwicks, but from that time we
have never had it in our possession, and 1
have no present knowledge of itd ‘existence,
Hurlburt never returning it or answering
leiters requesting him to do so. Two years
dzo I heard he was still living  in Ohio, and
with my consent he was asked for the “Man-
useript Found.” He made no response, al-
though we bave evidence that he received the
letter containing the request. Sofac I have
stated facts within my knowledge. My mother
mentioned many other circumstances to me
in connéction with this subject which are in-
teresting, of my father's literary tastes, his
fine dducation and peculiar tem ent.
She stated to me that she had heard the man-
uscript alluded to read by my father, was fa-
miliar with its contents, and she dee

Ire-
that her husband, as she belie
{ mnﬂybaentha means of furnhm

atter for a religious delusion.  She said that
my father loa this “Manuscript Found” to
Mr. Fatterson, of Pittsburg, aud that when
he returned it to my father, he sald:—“Polish-
it up, finish it, akd you will make money out
ofit.” My mother confirmed my .emeig-

brances of my father's fondoess for
history,, and told me of his fre
quent conversations nregarding a theory |

which he had “of & prehistoric race which
had inhabited this eontinent, ete., all showing
that his mind dwelt ‘'on this subject. The
“Manuseript Found,” she said, was & romance
written in Biblical style, and that while she
heard it read she had no especlal admiration
for it more than other romances he wrote and
réedd to her. "We pever, either of us; ever
saw, or in any way communidited with the
Mormons, save Hurlburt, a3 above desccib-
ed: and whilo we have no personal knmow-
ledge that the Mormon Bible was taken from
the “Manuscript Found,” there were aguy
evidenens to us that it was, and that MTurburt
and othews At the time thought sa. A con-
vincing proof to us of this belief was that my
uncle, William H. Sabine, had undoubtedly
read the manuseript while it was in his house,
and his faith that its produetion would show

at its conents. IThore wepd ser-.

e,

vr o LR R

to the world that the Mormon Bible had been
taken from it, or was the same with slight al-
terations. T have frequencly answered ques-
tions that have been asked by different per-
sous regarding the “Manuseript Found,” but
uutil now have never “made a statement at
length for publication. 'y

(Signed) M. 8. MCKINsTRY.

Sworn and subscribed to before me this 3rd

day of April, A. D. 1580, 8t the eity of Wash-
Iy e

- -CHARLES WALUTER, Notary Pubiic.

In the year A, . D. 1833, then liv-
ing in Kirtland, Ohio, I beeame ac-
quainted . with a man subsequently
known, as Doctor Hurlburt, who
came %o Investigate the truth of
Mormonism, Claiming to be satis-
fied, he was baptized and became a
member in full fellowship. He
was a man of fine physique, very
pompous, good looking and very
ambitious, with some energy,though
of poor education. Soon after his
arrival he came to my mother’s
nouse fo board, where he remained
for nearly a year, while he made an
effort to get inbo a good practice of
medicine, sought position in the
Church, and was ever stirring to
make marital connection with any of
the “first families.” . .,

Finally in 1834 he was charged
with illicit intercourse with the
sex, was tried and cut, off from the
Church, | He denied, expostulated,
threatened, but to no use, the facts
were . too apparenf, and he at once
vowed himself the enemy of the
Church~—threatened to write a book
that would annihilate Mormonism,
and went to i’ainesville, ten miles,
and allied himself to a publisher
there who agreed to print his book
if he would furnish the matter.
A fund was raised by the 'anti-
‘“Mormons™ jin the willage around,
and enough means raised to send
Hurlburt east fo huat up and ob-
tain the writings of Solomon Spauld-
ing, called “Manuscript Found,”
which had already become famous
as the alleged matter from which
the Book of Mormon was written.

Hurlburt went east and was ab-
sent some two or three months—and
on hisreturn publicly declared that
he could not obiain it, but instead
brought several affidaviis from per-
sons who claimed to have
solomon Spaulding read his Manu-
seript Found in 1812, and believed
as well as they could remember that
the maftter and storv was the same
as printed in the Book of Mormon.
And these were published in his
hook of “Mormonism Exposed,” in
that or the subsequent year, but not
a sentence from the Manuscript
Found, whi¢ch it appears by the
above that he did really obtain, but
finding mno similarity between
the two, suppressed the Bfmul{ling
manuscript, while he publicly an-
nounced in his book that he had en-
tirely failed to obtain it. Hurlburt
proved himself tobe a man of gross
Lr;:nmnrﬂlib}*, untruthful and unrelia-

e.

According to the sworn statement
of M. 8. MeKinstry, Dr. Hurlburt
did obtain the Manuscript Found,
and the only conclusion that can be
reasonable is, that finding 1t would:
spoil his case and ruin his purposes,
that manuscript was destroyed or
suppressed, and may never come to
the light, as it seems he still refuses
to return it to the owners, no doubt
fearing it would bring to' light his
falsehood and villainy. -~ T Al

- J. E. JOENSON.

The affidavit of Mrs, McKinstry

several points. First, that Spauld-
ing’s manuscript wis” but. a small
affair compareil with the Book that
18 said to have been written from it
—it was but an inch thick of written,
not printed, matter, Second, that
it was onlv out of the author’s hands
a short time, and that as far back as

1812, 'T'hird, that afterwards it was
in Mrs, Spaulding’s ‘possession until
Hurlburt obtained it, and therefore
could not have been used by Joseph
Smith. Fourth, that Hurl-
burt never produced it, which
he would have done if there
had been any similarity between it
and the Bock of Mormon. Fifth,
that the supposed identity of a few
names in the two works depeuds on
the memory of an old lady of 74, of
what took*place when she was sgix
vears old. |
Against a mere supposition, un-
supported by ‘he slightest evidence,
of some mysterious connection . be-
tween this manuscript and Joseph
Smith—who never saw Spaulding
or his people—is the testimony of
thousands to'whom God has given a
witness of the truth’ of the Book of
‘ormon, as well as the testimonyvof
the eleven who saw and haodled
thie plates and of the three who were
shewn them by Divine power and
angelic hands, "and to whom the
voice of (God bore record. Need any-

fthing more be said on the subject?

heard |

EDITORIAL NOTES.

“George Kliot” made $250,000 by
her writings. Literature does pay
sometimes,

Canada is growing—after the fash-
ion of gréat nations; she has increas-
‘ed her puablic débt during the past
year by.$9,500,000, - '

The Italians are going largely into
the railroad business. Sevenfy new

lines are to be built and extended
next year. {11

Chicago has 3,000 more saloons
than churches. Chicago’is a “Chris-
tian” eity, and would like to *“Chris-
tianize” Utah.

The Boston Post man asserts that
Philadelphia girls like onions, but he
is mistaken. They only use them
as wearons of defense when called
on by unwelcome admirers, -y

i |1 ]

oj America, published monthly din
Philadelphia. 1t is full of new sug-
g;ﬁr-tiuus and information of value to
them.

Among the many curious th
with which the Chicago people will
amuse themselves during the holi-
daysare a mermaid from the Pacifie,
a Greenland whale, the; original

“Unecle Tom” and a converted sailor.

The Atlantic Cotton Factory
Company of Atlanta, Georgia, have
adopted the use of the Waeston
electrie light after a severe test, and
consider it far superior to gas and
much cheaper. They have ordered
more machines so as to lightall their
works,

It. is estimated that the oyster
sales, this winter in New York, will
reach the snug figure of $4,500,000.
There are about 3,500 persous en-
gaged in the oyster trade in that re-
gion. There is also a great demand
for the “Yankee’ bivalves in Europe;
and about 100,000 barrels will be
shipped during this season.

~What with the Boers in South
Africaand the boors in Ireland,John
Bull is kept in very hot water, and
like the man who caught the i:te&r,
he can’t hold on and he daren’t let
go. Conquest and forced dominion
miay have their glories among men,
but they have also their penalties
and discomforts.

Abraham Lincoln’s name was re-
ceived with , thunderous . applause
during a recent lecture before a Nor-
folk audience, and a few days ago
the Atlanta Constitution claimed
that the people of the South have a
keener appreciation of his character,
his genius and many excellencies
than the people of the North.

It is sing, lar, to say the Ileast,
after the many mnotices which have
been punlished ab>ut anonymous
communications, that people of
more than ordinary intelligence will
continue to send articles or letters
to papers for publication without a
pending their names, and will also
write on both sides of the paper.
And then wl:ler; tha:{nmnhtributiuna
do not appear In- print, how pleas-
ant (?7) they feel; don’t they? '

The New York Herald, discussing

i valuable because it establishes | P€

a far different s'ubgect- than “Mor-
mon marriage,” which is one’ of its
t hobbies, enunciates this axiom:
“The Constitution tolerates what-
e';*eritdm not forbid.”? Does the
Constitution forbid plural marriage,
Mr, fHerald? 1f not, how do you
reconcile your aphorismm with your
bellicose arraignment of “an estab-
liehme?t of rt.i: ig;l]un,” or, a domestic
institution, whichever you please, in
the Territory of Utah?

~ The following is recommended by
Dr. Henry Barnes,in the Practition-
er, as an easy plan to detect arsenic
in paper ha.ngig‘%s or any other sus-
pected fabric: “Immerse the suspec-
ted paper in strong ammonia on a
white plate or saucer; if the ammo-
nia becomes blue, the presence of a
salt of copper is proved; then drop a
crystal of nitrate of Ei,I’E'BI' into. the
blue liquid, and, if any arsenic be
present, the crystal will become
coated with yellow arseniate of sil-
ver, which will disappear om Stir-
ring.” - The test is not new, but ap-

| pears not be so well known as it de-

serves to he.

A modification of the felephone
has been utilized by Professor Rob-
erts, of the London Mint, to detect
spurious coin. . Two equally strong

rents of electricity are passed over
two coils connected by a wire. A
coin, known to be good, is placed in
one coily and the current being dis-
turbed, the telephone registers that

1
t

Our woolen manufacturers would |
do well to read the 7Yextile Llecord |

and, very rapid intermittent cur-

—_—

——

fact. Amnother coin is placed in*
the second coil. If good, the equili
brium is restored, and the indicator
is 'silent; if counterfeit, consequent
disturbance is noted. = The currents
are affecled similarly only by equal
volumes of metal and alloy.

Cincinnati is somewhat ted
over the smoke nuisance, it avlng
concluded that the unpleasant an
uncleanly atmosphere retards the
growth of the city. It is proposed
that a- method for consuming the
smoke be adopted. The London
underground railroad has devised a
proce-s by which the complete con-
sumption of the smoke is accom-
plished, and' there is no reason, ap-
parently, why it should not work as
successfully above ground. It would
'mipmfe nearly all the large cities of
his country to get rid of the smoke,
‘which, eﬂpecia.ll{;
are numerous,
nuisance.

A pitiful  tale was told in the
Court of Special Sessions, in New
York, a few days ago, where a sew-
ng-woman  was  arrai on
eighteen charges of petty larceny.
The poor soul could get no work, in-
dignantly refused to lead a life of
shame, and was starving. While
there was work to do she had trans-
mitfed the largest part of her earn.
ings to ber aged parents in the
country, and when the time came
that no more work was to bé had she
found herself without the necessi-
ties of life. Then she stole the
clothes of her fellow borders, and
Pawnﬁd them to buy bread. If this
1ad occurred in Salt Lake, the whole
country would have howled at the
inhumanity of the “Mormons.”’

The Message of the Governor of
Idaho, so far as it relates to poly-
gamy, has attracted some attention
outside of that Territory, Waere it
not for this part of it, no notice
would be paid to the effusion. And
really even that portion is a mess of
trash, A 'slice of Utah with its
“Mormon” population was included
in Idaho when the territorial lines
were officially determined. That’s
all there is of the preselytion he
talks about. The law of %62 is not
broken by the ‘““Mormons® in Idaho,
and we defy him or any person who
knows anything about the country,
the ]:mg!e, or the facts—which he
does not, to prove that it is. If the
Idaho “Mormons” were only Repub-
licans, with Republican votes, neith- -
er Neil nor any of his tribe wouvld

have anything to say against them.

The ““Great Rock Island Route” is
well known as one of the most com-
plete and best appointed railroads on
the continent. Through its adver-

where factories
xomes a8 serious

tisement in every leading paper,

headed “ A MAN,” it has become
known all over the world, and those
who have patronized it never regret
availing themselves of its splendid
accommodations; including its ele-
gant palace and sleeping cars,dining
room, smoking room and other
special arrangements. Its road bed

P~ |is gplendid, its rails are of steel, its

bridges over the great streams of
iron, and all its appointments are of
the most approved kind. : Its con-
nections are complete, its officers
able and its employes accomm oda-
ting. Itis one of the institutions of

this great country, and its fame
wide-spread and deserved. |

Sara Bernhardt, indignant at the
strictures of some of the modern
Pharisees, speaks her opinio: of
their iribe very plainly. What-
ever may be said of her private life
—and of that we know nothing, al-
thouch we have heard the voice of
common rumor—the cele' rated ac-
tress has considerable common sense
and an acute perception of charac-
ter. Here is what she said of the
harlequin of the pulpitand his kind:
A great many occupants of pulpits
are simply showmen. What, for in-
st nce, i1s the essential difference be-
twe.n the calling of an actress like
myself and thit of the mounte! ank
Talmage, always cn the scent for
the freshest bit of scandal? This
single, but important difference,that
I support myself by interpreting to
the people the grandest thoughts of
the grandest men that have ever
lived, while he gains his living by
pouring into the public ear his own
verbose nonsense—but, though in
this sense his profession is certainly
the same as my own, I can scarcely
consider him a don camarade.”

The New York Herald now sees
the wrong and impracticability of
establishing a military government
in Utah—a measure which that
ournalistic chameleon advocated
ut a few days ago, and offers an-
other plan for “settling the Mor-
mon question.” It is this: ‘‘Let

Christian people who do not accept

-




