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Dclivered in Paris, Bear Lake
County, Idaho, Sumiay Morning,
August 19, 1883,

REPORTED BY JOHN IRVINE.

The Spirit of God necessary for our Guldance
—Failurs of the Maasures our Enemies have
adopted agalnst us—The object of the Ed-
munds Law—Why all such Laws Are fall-
ures—They aro founded upon Falsshocd
and bring dizappointment to their framers
—The efforts of our Encmies prove the
Growth of thls Work—=XNeccssary to pass
threugh trinls—God will always deliver His
People—And a kdowledge of the Work of
@od s being dissominated—Two influences
ot werk—Many of the Dootrlues taught by
Josoph Smith now bacom!ng popular.

IN ristng to anddress you this morn-
Ing, my brethren and &lsters, I
trust we shull have the presence and
ansistance of the Bpirit of God fo
lead our minds to those subjeeta that
may be most appropriate to you and
to yoor circumstances. It ia very
desirable that we zhould have that
Bpirit to be with ue, desirable both
or the epeaker and for tho hearers,
that onr meeting may be muatuaily
profitable. Oar condition as a peo-
ple is guch that wo cannot make the

tory would be wrested from the on-
trol of those who had bad it in their
hands, and that “Mormonism”
would be dealt & deadly blow, and
the beginning of the great work of
destroying this organization would
be effected. Now, you canimagine
how great the dieappointment has
been at the resulte. It was plain to
me—znd 1 guesa it was to most of
our brathren who reflected upon this
subject—that the measure would be
ineffectnal. [ took the liverty of
telling the advocates of the Edy
munds Bill po, but they did: not be-
lleve what L eaid. They felt tha
they understood it better than-l did
and today the men who were themos
in favor—that is, in Balt Lake City—
of the ensctment of the Edmunds
law, are the men who are the mos
digsatisfled with the results whi
have been achieved by lts pasaag
illustrating most perfectly the oft
repeated statement ou oorpart, that
onr enemles can do notuing against
the. work of (Qod, but that every-

l | galn experience and knowle

them, and—will not suffer them to
go beyond certain limite; 8o that we
ehall not be overwhelmed, but that
we shall have thesirgugth necessary
to withetand the assaults that are
made gpon us or chall be madé apon,
us, Itisa wise'dippensation of His
providence that this shoald be the
case, becanre if ¢t were not eo, with
the power that isarrayed againstus,
we should be overwhelmed. @God,
however, tempers these mattera ac-
cording to our strength snd ability
to bear them or to withstand them/
und as we grow, 10 grows the opposi-
tion; ss we galn strength, o the op-
“.S)bslilon to us gains strength; an we
dge, we
become more capable and achieve a
higher position, and we will con.
tinwe to do ro until Zion will be the
head Jast as the prophets have pre-
dicted. But it Is Deceseary that we
shiould pasa through this school of
experience to test us, te try us, to
give outo us the necessary confi-
dence In curselves as well as in our

thing they deo will contribute {0 ita

this i3 the universal resulf of mead

progress that is designed by God for
us unless we have His 8pirit given
unto us, We are zesailed ffom many
quarters, We have so much to ¢on-
tend with, that It reguires the wis-
dom of God to direct us, and it re~
quires His Holy Bpirlt constantly to
be with us to enable us to perform
our part in this great work. Others
may get along after their fashion
without direcs revelation from God,
but we cannot do eo, It would be
impossible to built up thls work
and to guard ourselves againat the
attacks of our enemies and perform
the labors that devolve upon s, un-
lens Giod should be with us and man.
ifest His power and make Knowm
His mind and His will unts ua.
This far we have been thus goided
tbrough sil the difficulties that
have aricen. Through the sid
which God has rendered we have
been prepared for them, and we
have been extricated irom them,
and solt will be from this time forth
if we live a3 we shounld do and avail
ourselves of the promises which He
has made. Ism always filled with
amazement whenI contemplate the
wonderful deliverances which God
hes wrought ont for us. To sea us
as we are Lo-day, dwelling in peace,
i'ﬂﬂ'free from Ipolesiation, enjoying
e B?:L notwithetanding all that
- & dflone ageinst ve with a de-
sign to dis o g break us up, is
VDRI jps. Ithink that our
whols earet, I o 5 yar callous:
but if thers be anjy- el teci
with our present poshiE that oall
forth raore wonder thans.”, o i?.
is the fact that we are to-i..,%" |
roanded by esuch pesceful cm""ln .
atances. :
Oar enemles have felt cerenely
confident that the meazures they
had adopted against us wounld resnit
in the overthrow of this system
called *#*Mormonism.” Ina conver.
eation which I had with Senator
Edmunds of about two hours dura.
tion we weat over this whole sub-
Ject—I argoing from my standpoint
aud he from his—and he seemed to
ba very confident that the bilj

{

cerning it
snother llustration of the perfect
truth of the "promizes of God con-
cerning His work. Instead of being
to-day in bendage, we are ns free as
we ever have been. Instead of oar
enemies having control of our ooun-
try, we slill retain control of it.
Now, what new measures wiil be
adopted remsains to be seen, Our
enemies are tirele=s in their efforts.
They will not give up this contest,
they will not vacate the fleld, they
will not consent to our living in
peace, bat they will continue their
efforte, they wili continue their at.
taocks upon us. Thereis this advan-
tage, however, that we always have
—we have always bad It In the past,
wae shall have it doubtleas in the
future—that the lies that are told
concerning na are believed by ouk
enemies, and accepting these as true,
they frame thoir measures agalnst
g upon that basls; and that being
the fact they always fail, becanse
they do not have a true cinception
ot the actaal condition of attairs,
Hence, if there were no other
cause, that of itzelf ja sufficlent to
foil them in their expectations. They
are decelved concerning us by the
many falsehoods that sre told; bot,
as I say, they accept these as true
and frame their measures upon
thete misconceptione, and the result
13 slways dlsappointroent, and it al-
ways will ba,
There is this that I am thankful
for connected with this whole aftalr,
There was a time when the efforta
of those who were arrayed against
the work of God were confined to a
limited circle or sphere. Iu the ba-
ginning it was a neighborhoed and
gcaduelly extended until townships
took the matier In band, snd from
townships it extended to counties,
and from countles to states, and we
wera told as long ago asI can recol-
lect, and it has been declared from
the beginning that it would ke the
£ada, that o this work grew, eo op-
?051‘31011 should grow agalnst It, en-
ﬂ‘“g'nz its oirele, extending its in-

which he had introdiesd, which
afterwards became law, wonld be
effeciive jn accomplishing the de.
sired end, Lt wasg as he told me,
to be One of a serfea of meastyey
looking to the final overthrow o1
our system, It was cgpposed by
bim snd by others that if they
could suceeed in having 8 law ep.
soted which would disfranchiee map,
who were living in plurs? marriage,

God, uni, we were told, states
would ary themselves against thia
wotk. Wehave seon Lbat faifilled.
We cams rare, not because the
United Btats had taken steps
against us, bl becanss Iliinois and
Mlssouri had expelled us from thelr
borders, und we' «opld Secure no re-
dress for the wrongs that had then
inflicted upon us. But we were
told that ufter & whily the United

and exclude them from office,
the effect would ba guch 23 to make
them so unpopular that they would
lose their infivence and be degraded
in the eyes of tha most of the #“Mor.
mnp? people. It was anticipated
that there were a gros. many * Mor.
mons” who wers secriily opposed
to the dominsation of the polygamists
as they wete called, and who wogld
breathe more frecly If their puwer
should bs taken away from them
and who would vote, as they would
say, more incependently, and prob.
ably unite with the apoatates ang
the gentiles, and by that megny
overthrow tha exzisting rule in the
Territory. Now, I am satisfled bLas.
yond sny doubt that it was antief.
ted shat by the oombination of
ese clemenfs—the dlanffected
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enaot mensures against h, and that
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that elone, but that all thenstions
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advancement and sncoess, We havd { Hzd webeen called in the begloning
eaid this repestedly. The experienod [to pass throdgh auch ordesls as we
of 53 years has proved to usthat!have bad ¢ f ia‘e it is doabtful if we

sures concocted for the destruction | God had endowed us with anexirsor |
or overthrow of this work, God has{dinaly smount of His power. Bat
stated it and has made promises pon- | they have come upon us gradnally.
nnd_tins incident is but | We bave met one difficalty atter

nencein propertion to the work of

fod and in His-unfailing promises,

could have endbred them, nniess

pect that 1§ will always be sunshine;
we need not expect that ibe hea-
vens will always be free from clouds,
or that our pathway will never be
obstructed or darkened. On’lhe
contrary, we shall havethese thinge'
to eontend with in order that we
may, by eontendiug with them in‘
the faith and power of (God, obtaln
knowledge concerning His work
and His providences.

In the meantime the kno wledsé
of this work fs being disseminated.'
With it, however, there gues forih
a Bplirit of faisebood. It wonld seem
a8 though, with the means of ad.
vertizing we uow bave, and with
the opportunities that are preseuted
to men tc visit us, a better under-
standing concerning us womid be
rescbed by,thinking men. Uadoubt-
edly thisis the case to u certain
exfeny. But my observa'ion tells
me that with the increase of inform-
ation there i alzo a proportionate
increase of milraénreaentntlon and
falsehood, The adversary is miore
industripus, if possible, in becloud-
ing the minds of the chiidren of
men concetning us and concern-
ing this work and the objecis we
have in view thao he ever waa.

another, one assanlt after another,
ontii we have gradaally acguired
confidence In onr abjlity to with-
atand Lhese assaults and to mest
them, as well as confldence in onr
God, Our faith has been Increased,
and through theincrease of falth we
have been enabled to overcome, and
thuw it wlil beunto the end. There
will be tlmer, as there have been,
when it will seera a9 though there is
no possible way of escape, when it
will seem as thoogh everything is

We becorae more advertised, It Ix
true} hut while we are advertized it
18 Dot alwaye in the direction of re-
moving error apd giving correcy
ideas concernlng ws. 1t is a strange
fact that many people who visil
Balt Lake City and visit our Perri-
tory, notwithstanding that wiic
they see, notwithstanding all that
is befors them, are deceived re:pect
ing us; they do not get a correck
idea concerning oor nzotives nor th
oljec!s we have in view, nor th
charnscter of our organjzation, The,
lgok ab us through spectacies tha
dlstort us. You have seon, proba:
bly, giasses that ¢changethe appesr;
ance of thinga, Itis so with their

blocked up before us and as though

we are about to ba ewallowed np or
destroved; and the fsith of the peo-
ple wiil ba tested in this manner,
donbtless, many times in the futnre
a3 it hay been many times In the
past; but when it will seem the
darkest, when the clonds will seem
tie wmust Imwpenetrable, when
there will be not a ray to illume the
pathway of the Saints ¢f Ged, then
God will be near to ua to deliver ue,
and at the very darkest hour He
will dispel the clouds and provide a
way of eccape that will excite our
wonder, cur admiration and our
preize. It was so last year—I mean
1882, before the passage of the Ed-
munds Jaw and afterwards. It
seemed as though tho epirita of evil
had poured out of hell and they had
come apon the earth and were op:
erating againat the work of God. 1o
all my experience I had never met
a straoger feeling than prevailed. It
eeemned as thongh the whole nalion
was aroused from the center to the
exiremities. Almcst every cherch
in the land, every pricat und every
religions organization, was stirred
op, banded together and their influ-
ence combined against the werk of
God to destroy it. Congress was be-
Ing pushed forward by a power
which the Mem bers conld nol resist,
and it&eemed as though there would
beno stopping place ehort of our ges-
truction, I expect you felt it here
as the Baints felt it in Utah, and as
I felt it in Washington. The papers
a8 you will remembver were full of
threats ngainst ue. It peemed ae
though & orisis had arrived in oar
affairs. It seemed as thouch there
was no way of eccaps., But God
still relgned. He comforted the
hearis of His servants, and I was
filled with thanksgiving to see the
apirit which rested mpon President
‘Taylor and tbe brethren at home.
When I received their letters I paw
that, notwithstanding the dariness
of thé hour &nd the threats of onr
enemies, thelr hearts were undis-
mayed and their confidence in God
az unfaltering as ever. God was
with His people. He had notfor.
gotten His promiges, And it seemed
a3 though by one blow or one move
the whole of this opposition was dis-
eipated, It fell to the groung, the
whole fabric of it, and like a base-
less vislon of the night, it melted
&wsy and the sunshine came ont;
the eun, 53 glorious as ever, shone
down upon n#, and every cloud was
removed, apparently, {rom the hes-
vens above, and our pathwiy was
bright and eciear without obateue-
tion, and ft has been so unl!] the
present tmo.

Will there be times again of this
oharacter? Yer, andoubledly, 1tis
necessary in the Em\q nee ef oar
God concerning this work fhat this
ahould be tho case I order that the
falth of the Latter-day’ Balotz may

views. Theyoannot look at :the

same balief, and ular
were begiuning top:(fvocntg
re® ness of (heldes or of Lke doctri;
that thare was s cbance fo3 e
tance beyond the pgrave,
people with whom I conversy
intelligent, and they werefy,,
iigiows turn of mind and Tamfly,
with religious affaite, They thuig
that they had heard such dottrigy
Intely advocated. I iben exph,
to them about the milliong o il
dead, of the Pagans and uthe HJI

had dled In JgnSTance of the G |

“Now,” sald I, “how g L!LF
underatand, upon any oiber pigy
ple than thie, the Juatice of o g,
towards them. [hey hay boer
dend tor hundreds of years gy
ignorance of the name ¢ J.m"
the on'y name given underhm,nl
whereby mau cac e tars), Pﬂlﬂi
they be consliued ts el
went becau e of Lhrir laghy
tunity? Would that,” Ll
consalstent with our M"‘ilﬂ’-
‘lca »”

They sdmitted that it » ;

Swell,” sald I, “upwuddy
years sgs the Proptet lus
Huwlth had revealsu to bimim
God this priaelple, that tben
opportunities beyond Lbe gy
men and womeun to learn
of nalvation, and we are L
tsmplea for the benefli of
dead, as well as the living.”
explalned to them the docth;
the baptiam for the dead-whath
had eald concerningit, To theal.
opened s new fleld of thought
reflection; and it # 8 rems kab)
facs thak at the prereat time the re
Bgious world, the trtuodox rellk!ouﬂ
world, ute beginning t entertain;
pome of the views tha\ Jowery'
‘Bmith preached and advocated op
wards of 40 .years ago conceminé‘
these matters. There are p
m 1ipisters who do advocate the kel
conlutged in the episile of fuy

L]

things a8 we look at them. Fro
saeh individuals the power of cord
rect observation scems to be Lak
away by the power of daikness an
the effect of falsehvod upon the
minds. Thisis a remarkable fact
1 have been struck WwWith it ve
much cof !ate. DMany intelligen
men and women visit g and they
mingle among ue; but at the same
time they have ideas in their minds
concernivg us which eeem to de.
ptive them of the power of judging
¢f us correctly, and they gu away
convinced on eome poinis, but atill
1etain many of the old ideas that
have been implanted ia their mindd
by talsehooc concerning us. Of
gourse, there are many from whose
minda prejadice is removed and
whose leclings beccme friendly.
We need not expect, howevar‘

tbat we can escape lhe power o
prejadice; for the reason that there
are two influences at work—tihe
power of God and Lthe power of ga-
1an., Satan is as busy darkening
the minds and beclouding the un!
derstandings of the children of men
as he ever was, and the inhabihnnq
of the earth having rejecied the
truth, being unwiliing v receive
the Gospel of the Bon of God when
it 15 presented Lo them, nre left a
prey o other influences and to the
spirit of darkness, therefore, they
are jncapable of judging concern
the work of God. Will this continu
to be the 0age? Undoubtediy it willy
There will be no cbange 1a thi
respest. ‘Lhe work of God will be
ace mpliched on the earth, it will
roll forth, tho predictions of -the
prophets will be fulfilled, and men
will see their fulfiment, Yet not-
withstanding this, they will reject
the testimony ©of Lhe servants of
God. It ifs very remarksble that
this should be the case with Lhe
evidences there are, whioh are so
platn and palpable and Indisputable’
to us.

It wa3only a few daya before I left
home tbat some Members of Con-
prese, with whom [ was acquainted,
came to the ¢ity, One very intel
ligent roan and his wife Waa among
them, I took them nround, showed
them our public buildings =and
gther places of intercet, and in con-
versatlon concerning tue Temple,
when I was showing them that
structore, I explained to them to
some extent ita character mnd th
okjacts for whieh it was being erec-
ted. I called their attention to the
fact that while we hud bellsved for
40 years and upwards that there

resurrecuon, snd that fn  that
space there were opportunities
for men snd women to hear the
Gospel of (be Bon of God aud to &g
cept ity not, however, the purgatory
of the Cathlier-thay while we had

was & Epace between doath ana the|

whete. he speaks about Jeeuply,
and preaching to the nplmm |
on, und they see nothing uomn
able in this doctrine; on thess
ry, it comports with their
snd with the justice and mm
our God. The wot\d are graduly:
adopting many of the rlexrs thii-
the Latter-day Salinl bave enter
tained. 'I'here are docicives .
that we have taughtiias sy
unpopular io the begmungua |
they now receive. Why, s
Eldere in this congregation ¥
can well remem ber ,that it w
common kellef, when they
the Goapel to religious people i
the world was created oni’
nothing, That was a commg
recsived fdea, Jozeph Bmith iau;
the eternal duration of matter
tapght the doctrine that mattern
indestructible; that it never MIH
beginning; that 1% never could b ‘
an end; thet it might codep
chemical changes, but tht &l
indestruetible, and tha tie &,
ments of which the ehison
posed were eternal—nevet i il
ginning and never would hatii
end. The whofe religiom 2
wete shocked at guch an W&
£0 in regard to the time occup
the crestion of the earth, '
Joteph taoght the tirus pi
connected with this, He
days mentioned as cccupledd
creation were not enr daysof i1
ty-four bours lengtih, but wen
riods of time. Now thatiaaf
monly received dootrine, althh!
it was sneered at snd rejee
religious men at the time &
taoght by the Ilders o &
Church. And sp it has gonéls
might enumerate a greatmafé
trines that God revealed thaéf
world has gradually adopid ‘\“:
at some time they rejected; 18
ing entirely the source ¥
they came, refeoting God aa (¥
thor, and refecting His Propht
the medium through which &
doctrines bave been receivet
taught. It is only & day or ¥
thas I saw s brok patlished
siah Qainey, a relative of &
Quincy Adams, in which he®®
aniaterview he had with M
phet Jozeph at Naavoo.
in that Interview that the FAP
ol

Joseph stated to him his
tion for tbe emancipatios
 slaves, and he (Quimey) &8
that it was worthy the camafders:
of sl Christian statesmel
Waldo Emerson—the philsoft
of Convord—eciaven years ¥
this, not acknowledging lh"-’;’i
had made a similar Pro 5
threw out the vame ides, buét
waa at atime, as Quincy eays, ¥
men’s minds wers etirred up ")'n-!
guestion of #liverys “Bﬂ'hfg
he, f'whst §ball be though




