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it would have been my choice this after-
noon to aitalt and listen to others but having
been requestedqueuedre to address the congrega-
tion I1 cheerfully comply having a desire
in my heart that god will pour out hishib
holy spirit upon me and upon the bearers
so that we may be mutually edified we
call ourselves the children of the mostmoat
high god it is a term that laIs scriptural
in its nature and that hasbas been applied to
the people of god in all ages in the hymn
that was sung at the opening orthisorthiaof thistula meet-
ing this subject was more fully portrayed
according to the views of the latter day
saints than irin generally expressed by reirei
gions people in the worldsworldworldmfr I1 believe
that all religious people claimca to be and
term themselves the children of god it
may not be amiss to investigate for a
little while the reality of this title and see
if we can come to some kind of an under-
standing in regard to our being the sons
and daughters of the most high god it
is said by some that we are bishis sons and
daughters only by adoption or through
obedience to the gospel that we become
his sons and hlahis daught rsra through being
born of the water and of the spirit now
11 admit that it is necessary for the human
family to be thus adopted there would
however have been no need of this adop-
tion if mankind hadbad never become wicked
and corrupt if there hadbad never been any
sin in the world I1 do not think that adop-
tion would have been necessary accordaccords
ing to my views and I1 believe according
to the views of the latter day saints and
also of the ancient saints we were at one
period legitimately hisbis sons and augustersaugu
independent of adoption and thiu will
carry us to the first ideas manifested by
revelation in regard to the origin of man
many people suppose when adam was
placed in the garden of eden that then
lnethe first of the human family originated I1
admit thagthac that was the origin as far as
mans temporal existence here on the earth
is concerned but had we no prior exist-
ence was that the beginning otof man
was it in reality hisbis origin this tois a
very important question and a correct an-
swer thereto would certainly bobe calculated
to cheer the hearts of the chichildrenlaren of men
that man hadbad a secondary origin horehere on
this earth andaud was placed in the garden of
eden are scriptural facts which be
lieve but did not our first parents and all
their descendants have an existence beforebelore
there waswaa any garden of eden on this
earth I1 think it Is admitted by the whole
christian world that man is a being com-
pounded of body and spirit at least all the
christian societies with wwhichklchlich I1 am ac-
quaintedquain ted believe this thay all believe
that within mans body or tabernacle of
reshflesh and bones there dwells an immortal
spirit all christian societies with per
haps very few exceptions believe that this
human spirit which dwells within the tab
ernacle will exist after the dissolution of
the body there may be some few chris-
tians who believe that the spirit is disor-
ganized or dies between the time of death
and the resurrection I1 think this view is
entertained by somesame few individualslahish but
the great mass of the human family believe
that when this body falls asleep audand crum-
bles back again to its mother earth the
spirit still survives as an organizedorg nihed being
or personage some however do not be
lieve that the spirit is a personage they
think it is something which can not be de
fined something that has neither the shape
nor the properties which we riveyive to any
kindorkind of material babsabsubstancestance the views of
the are that the spirit occu-
pies no space and has no relirelationtion totb mat-
ter something entiretyentirey separate and dis-
tinct from matter there avare however
but few in the christian wormworn who have
worked themselves so far into the depths
of these mysteries as they term them as
to believe in such absurdities asaa these I1
could not believe it for one moment I1
never did toiTodto suppose that there is a
spirit inmanin man anand that that spirit has no
shape no likeness and occupies no space
agtheas the inform us in their
writings is something that I1 do not be
lieve nor ever have believed and never
could believe unless I1 became perfectly
beside myself and deranderaDderangedged in my mind

we as latter day saints believe that
the spirits that occupy these tabernacles
have tormlorm and likeness similar to the huhud

man tabernacle ot01 course there mymoy be
deformities existing in connection with the
outward tabernacle which do not exist in
connection with the spirit that inhabits it
these tabernacles become deformed by
accident in various ways sometimes at
birth but this mayruay not altogether or in any
degree deform the spirits that dwelldwelt within
them therefore we believe that the spirits
which occupy the bodies of the human
family are more or less in the resemblance
ol01 the tabernacles

now a question arises if this spirit can
exist separate and independent of the
tabernacle when the tabernacle dies is it
unreasonable to suppose that it could exist
before thetho bernaolatabernacleta was formed this
is an important question and in my estlaestia
mation there is nothing absurd or unreal
conable in the least deareedegree in believing

that that personage that we call the intelli-
gent spirit which can exist between death
and the resurrection separate and distinct
from the body could also have hadbad an ex-
istence before the body was formed that
Is a prepro existence this is a scriptural
doctrine for there are many passages in
scripture which in my estimation prove
that manwan hadbad a prepro existence if we turn
to the first and second chapters otof genesis
we shall find it clearly indicated
that man badhad an existence before hebe was
placed in the garden of eden in the first
chapter of genesis we are told that god
made the earth and the seas and the draisskrass
and the herbs and the trees in about six
days of time we also read that on the
fifth day of the creation be made the fish
and fowls that on the sixth day he made
the animals and last of all that he made
man mmalemaiealeaie and female created iebe them
this seems to have been the last work of

I1 creation on the sixth day roidreid on still
further in the second chapter of genesis
nd we are informed that on the seventh

day there was not yet a man to tilltilt the
ground now how are we going to recon-
cile this with that which is stated in the
preproprecedingcedingreding chapter on the fifth day hebe
made the fowls and the fish and on the
sixth day he made the animals before he
made mangmansman and onorf the seventh day there
was not yet a man to tilltili the ground and
thenihenhen wow are informed about mans being
placed in the garden on the seventh day
and also that on that day the beasts were
formed and brought to ane man to see what
be would call them this beemsseems to have
been another department of work that the
lord accomplished onbu the morning of the
seventh day he planted a garden on the
seventh day in eden bhe placed the man jnin
that garden on the seventh day and then
we are informed that hebe brought the beasts
ofbf the field and the various animals that he
baabad made beforebeford the man and man gave
names to them on the sabbath day but on
the sixth day they were made maiemale and fe-
male I1 reconciledreconcile this by giving a prepro
existence to man such tois my faith I1 bbe-
lieve that man badhad an exiexistence8tence before the
lord commenced the areatgreat temporal work
of creation so farasfsrfar as thithis planet is concern-
ed how long he hadbad existed prior to the
formation of this planet I1 do not know
but it is certain god seems to have formed
the spiritual part of it in the six days and
when it comes to the temporal part that
seemsbeems to have been the work of the
seventh day on the seventh day the
bible sasaysbaysya that god ended hisbis work he
did not altogether end it on the sixth buthut
houndedheho ended it on the seventh day

when we come to new jerevelation which
god has vouchsafedgedled to give to hisbis people
in these latter times I1 this subject is made
very plain and on these new revelations
in connection with the old whatwhit little light
we can gain through thetho hymn that was
sung at the opening otof the meeting was
founded when shall I1 regain thy pres-
ence 11 as expressed in the first verse
showing that we once were in hisbis pres-
ence and existed where hebe is but fortor some
reason we have been banishedbaniahodshod
and that when we are redeemed we shall
return again or as one otof thothe inspired
writers has it the spirit shall return to
god who gave it

this rereturnturner ioggorkotof the spirit to god who
gave it elearly shows to my nindmind that the
spirit once existed with god and dwelt in
bishis presence otherwiseotherwisewite the word Alreturn
would be inapplicable if I1 were going to
china it would be inapplicable for mome to
say I1 amani returning to china why btbb
cause I1 never have been there conse-
quently theaothe wordrd return would be an
improper word so in regard to the say-
ing of the prophet it would be entirely
improper tobayto say that after the body crum-
blesbieshies to dust the spirit would return to
gougoa who gave it if it never had been
there

jesus seems to have been a pattern in
all things pertaining to hisbis bretbrethrenheenbeen and
I1

we find that he hadbad a previous existence
bishis spirit existed before be came and
ernacled in the flesh this is abundantly
proved in bethe scriptures in the prayer
which hebe offered to hishin heavenly father
beseeching him to make hishib dibditdisciplescaples one
he says thou me with that
glory which I1 badhad with thee before the
world was now if jesus dwelt with the
father before the world was why not the
rest of the family or in oiherother words the
restrost 0of the spirits itcertainly was not bishis
tbtabernacle which dwelt there before the
world was for he came in the merimerlmeridiandiandlan of
time and bishis spirit entered a tabernacle of
flesh and bones and was bom ofP woman
just the same as all the restrost of the human
family what then is the meaning of that
scripture which speaks of jesus being the
eldereider brother it certainly could pot have
reference to himbim being the eldest so far as
his natural birth on this earth was con-
cerned for hebe certainly was not the eldest
for generation after generation hadbad prece-
ded him during the fouradur thousand years
which bad passed away from the time of
creation until he was bornbom but yet he is
called the elder brother in another
scriptureSipture it is said of himbim that he was the
firstbornfirst born of every creature this would
imply then that jesus so far as the great
family of man is concerned iwaswas the kirbtdebt
born ortheodtheof the whole of them how buaaua
when was he born he was born in tormommW
eternal world not bishis flesh and bones but
that intelligent spirit which dwelt within
bishis tabernacle was born before this world
was made and hebe seems to have been the
first spirit that was born and for this

reason he became the ederedene der drotherbrother and
we are told in many Scripscriptureturen in the newnow
testament that we are his brethren and
that he Isia not ashamed to call hisbis brethbroth
ren I1 look upon him as having the same
origin as we had only be was the eldest
and if hebe waswab born in the eternal world
thousands of years ego why not all the
rest of his brethren so far as their spirits
are concernedconcern edT I1 know that the objection
will immediately arisearle in the mindsminda of in-
dividualsdividualsduels who have not rennetrennei tedled on this
subject iffeif we were intelligent ppersonagesrAonagebnages
thousands of yearayears ago and ddwellingilligliing in
the presence of god and of jesus our
eldereider brother howbow is it that we
have no remembrance of anything that
transpired in our pre existence I1 answer
this question by saying that when we
came into this world iromfrom our former state
cfr existence and had our spirits enclosed
within these mortal tabernacles it bad a
tendency to take away our memories soBO far
as the past was concerned it did so in rela-
tion to jestisjebas he had greatgreit knowknowledgeledee
beforebecore be was born into this world suffi-
cient to create the heavens and the earth
bencebenee we read in the hebrews that godby
his son made the worlds this waswag before
jeabajeskus came here and hebe must then have
been the possessor of great knowledge to
have been able to do that but when hebe
took upon himself flesh and bones did he
forget thisibis knowledge we read in the
scriptures spesspeakingk ing orof jesus comingcomindheregherehonehene
and taking a bodybody or flesh and bones that
in hishid humhumiliationU latI1on his judgment was ta-

kenlz n away Wwhatat humiliation his de-
scendingscPe from the presence of god his
father and descending below all things
hisbis judgment was taken away that is hinhim
remembrance of things that were past and
that knowledge which while in the pres-
ence of his father enabledenibeled him to make
worlds and he had to begin at the first
principles of knowledge just the same as
fitaltaitI1 his brethren who came here in the flesh
we readrend that jesus as hebe grew in stature
grewgrow also in wisdom and knowledge if hebe
hadbad possessed all wisdom and haahad not for-
gotten that which he formerly possessed
how was it that he could increase in wis-
dom as be increased in stature it shows
clearly that the wisdom which he hadbad pos-
sessed thousands of years before bad lortor a
wise purpose been taken from him his
judgment was taken away and hebe left as
it were in the very depth of humility be-
ginningg at the very first principles of
knoknowledgeladge and growing up from grace to
grace as the scriptures say from one de-
gree to another until he received a falness
from his eatherhather then when hebe did regaina
all hlahis previous knowledge and wisdom be
had the falness of the father within him
in otherothen words in him dwelt all the ful
nessnoss of thothe godhead bodily

now if hisbla knowledge was forgotten and
hisbis judgment taken away why not oura
we find this to be the caseease what person
among all the human family can compre
bend what tooka ace iu hishla first existence
no one it is blotted from the a emory and
I1 think there Isia great wisdom manifested
in withwithholdingbolding the knowledge of our pre-
vious existence why because we could
notliot if we had all our preexistentpre existent knowl-
edge accompanying us into this world
show to our father in the heavens and to
theibe heavenly holtkosi that we would be in all
things obedient in other wordswordswewe could
not be tried as the lord designs to try usua
here in this state of existence to qualify usua
nortor a higher state hereafteri in order to
try the children of men there must be a
degree of0 knowledge withheld from them
for it would be noteno temptationm bothemto them it they
could understand from the beginning the
consequences of their acts and the nature
and results of this and that temptation
but in order that we may prove ouourselvesneives
before the heavens obedient and faithafaithfulal
jnin all things we have to beginbekin at the vvery
first principles of knowledge and be tritrltriedryd

from knowledge to knowledge and from
fraeera e to grace until like our eloerelcer brotherbrothen
we finally overcome and triumph over alaisail
our imperfections and receive with hihim
the same glory that he inherits which glo-
ry hefie bad before the world was

this Ni the way that we as a people look
upon our previous exlextexistencestence there is

truly cheering in oonconcontemntern
plating the previous existence of man
much more so than in the old idea of the
sectarian world that god is constantly
creaticreatingrigtig that be ildiiddidlid not finish his work
someborne five orisia thousand years ago butbui
that he is creating all the time they will
tell you that thethey bavehave spirits in their bod-
ies capable of existing alteratter the bodies
have crumbled back to mother earth Asaskk
them the origin of these alidand thothey
will eelifell you they about the
time the infant tabernacles of flesh and
bone originated hence according totj
their ideas god bashas all the tlti e been creat-
ing abou tone person every twenty secondsBocon ds
which I1 believe isia about the average rate that
persons are born into the world anotherin
words about three a minute and ac-
cording to weintheir ideas the lord isia engaged
in making spirits with this rapidity and
sending them here tto this world

I1 cannot lorfor my part see that there tois
any more absurdity in believing that he
made them thousands of years before tbaby
camedame here than to suppose that he made
them just before they came here and en-
tered into the tabernacle one can certain-
ly not be moremord unreasonable than the other

because wowe can not recollect our former
existence is nuno proof whatever that we did
nothanotnol havebaveveoneoneona I1 canoan prove this inlu regard
to this present existence what person Isia

there in this congregation who can remem-
ber the first six months of bishtahis or her inins
fancy there Isia notnota man nor iaa woman
antheon the face of abe earth I1 presume who
can remember this but no person will
argue unon that account that hebe did not ex-
ist at that time oh no says the objector
that would be an improper method of
arguing aur memories have nothing to
do with a previous existence itif we re-
membermemmomberttberltit allail goodiegoodif wewe do not itiili does
not alterriter that existence

if we werewehe born in heaven before this
world was made the question might
arisoarise as tato the nature of thatthad birth was it
by comcommandinandimand that the spiritual substance
scattered through space was miraculously
brought together and orgorganizedionized into a
spiritual form and cailecalifcalledd a spirit isthanla that
abeauethothe way we were borr Is that the way
that jesusjesua the firstbornfirstborn of every creature
was bloughtbrought into existence olioh no we
were all borriborna1e there after the same man-
ner that we are here that isia to say every
person that hadbad an existence before he
came here had a literal father and a literal
mother a personal father and a personal
mother hence the apostle paul in speak-
inging to hethe heathen at epiephesusb 0 us saysrays we
arare his offspring Nnoww I1 look upon every
man and woman thaithat have ever come here
on this globe or that ever will come as
having a lather and mother in the heavens
by whom their spirits were brought into
existence but how longiong they resided in
the heavens before they came herehera is not
revealed

we willwill refer now to the 19th chapter of0
job to show that there were sons of god
before this world was made the lord t

asked job a question in relation to his pre
existence sayingpaying where wast thou when
I1 laid the corner stone of the earth
where were you job when milmii the morn-
ing stars sang together and all the sons of I1

t

god shouted for joy when the nucleus of
this creation was commenced if job had
been indoctrinated into all the mysteries of
modern religionistsreligion letsjets he would have an-
swered this question by saying lord
why do you ask me such a quesquestiontiontiou I1
had nobo existence at that time but the
very question implies the existence of job
but he badhad forgotten where he was and the
lord put the question as though be did ex-
ist showing to him in the declaration that
when he laid the cornerstone of the earth
there were a great many sons of god there
and that they all shouted together for joy
who were these sons of goutheyGod They certainly
were not the fleshly descendants of adam
for hebe bad not then been placed in the gar-
dendenoof edenfEden who were they then wheyebey
were jesus the elder brother and all the
family that have come from that day until
now millionsmillion on millions and all who
will come hereafter and take tabernacles of
flesh and bones until the closing up scene of
this creation all these werevere present
when ged commenced this creation jesus
was also there and superintendedsuper intended the work
fanfon by him god made the worlds conse-
quently hebe must have been there and all
felt joyful and shouted for joy what pro-
duced their joy etwas foreknowledge fo
they knew that the creation then being
formed was for their abiding place where
their spirits would go and take upon them
tabernacles of flesh and bones and they
rejoiced at thethaprospect I1 heybey had more
knowledge then than theibe worldwold of man-
kind bava now they saw that it was ab-
solutelysol necessary for thelothele advancement

of being to go and take tabernac-
les of flesh and bone they saw that their
spirits without tabernacles never could be
made perfect never could be placed in a po-
sition to attain to great and
glory like their father and understanding
atiat the earth was befogbelog created to give
them the opportunity of reaching his popohvos
altion they sang together for joy they
bomcomposedposed a hymn andiaand if we could have a
copy ot it we should no doubt
find that it was a hymn in relation to the
construction of the earth and it future
habitation by those spiritaspirits infir the form of
men JI1 should like to see that hymn my-
self and itif we had it we would getgot our
choirchoir here to sing it I1 think it would amsim
part a good deal of information to us and
perhaps we would shoutabout for joy again

it Isia very evident that this was the be-
liefof the people in the days of the savior
even the apostles and those with jesus
evidently believed in the prepro existence of
man this isia manifest from a certain ques-
tion which they put to jesusjesua on the occas-
ion ofa blind man making hisbis appearance
bebeforeforohlinhim they said to him master
who did sin this man or hisbis parents that
bobashe was born blind in other words did
this man tainin before he was born and in
consequence of his sinbin was hebe born blind
or was it that hithin father sinned that he was
born blind this question would have
been very fi ollah to put to the savior

they hadbad believed in the pre existence
of manlulan but they not only did believe it
they also believed it possible for man
to sinbin in that prepro existence and that the
penaltypenally of that sin might be carried down
to10 this state of existence and be the cause
pfaf blindness at birth and with that belief
they put the question to the savior that
would have been a averyvery favorable opportu-
nitynit for him to have corrected themthenh ifthillthilitheir ideas about prepro existence had been
false he could halill e turned to them and
said he could not have sinned before he
was born and that be the cause that hebe was
born bbt nd because he had no previous ex-
istence but hohe said no such thing be re-
plied neither this man nor hishla parents
sinned but that therthe glory of god mightht beaa
inmadeademmanifestanifestast ay shgw I1


