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DISCOURSE

By Elder ORSON PRATT, Delivered in
the 14th Ward Assembly Rooms, Sun-
day Afternoon, Dec, 15, 1872.

REPORTED BY DAVID W. EVANS.

It would have been my cholce this after-
noon to sit and listen to others, but having
been requested to address the congrega-
tion, I cheerfully comply, having a desire
in my hearl that God will pour out his
Holy 8pirit upon me and upon the hearers,
so that we may be mutually edified. We
call ourselves the children of the Most
High God. Itisa term that ls Scriptural
in its pature, and that has been applied to
the people of God in all ages, In the hymo
that was sung, at the opening of this meet-~
ing, this subject was more fully portrayed,
acocording to the views of the Latter-day
Saints, than is generally expressed by re.i-
gious people in the world, for I believe
that all religious ple claim to be, and
term themselves, the children of Go&. It
may not be amiss to investigate, for a
little while, the reality of this title, and see
if we can come to some kind ofan uoder-
standing in regard to our being the sons
and daughters of the Most High God. It
is said by some that we are bhis sons and
daughters oply by adoption, or through
obedience to the guspel; that we become
his sons and his daught-rs, through being
born of the waler and of the Spirit. Now
1 admit that it is naﬂﬂu;? for tY'e hbuman
family to be thus adop ; there would,
however, have been no need of this adop-
tion if mankind bad never become wicked
and corrupt. Ifthere bad never been any
sin in the world, I do not think that adop-
tion would have been necessary. Accords
ing to my views, and I believe, accordin
to the views of the Latter-day Saints, an
also of the ancient Saints, we were at one

riod legitimatsly bis sons and caughters

ndependent of adoption, and this will
carry us to the first ideas manifesied by
revelation, in regard to the origin of man,
Many people suppose, when Adam was
placed in the Garden of Eden, that then
the first of the human famijly originated. I
admit thav that was the origin as far as
man’s temporal existence here on the earth
is concerned ; but had we no prior exist-
ence? Was that the beginning of man?
Was it, in reality, his origin? This is a
very important question, and a correct an-
swer thereto would certainly be calculated
to cheer the hearts of the chilaren of men.
That man had a secondary origin here on
this earth, and was placed in the Garden of
Eden, are Scriptural facts, which we all be-
lieve; but did not our first parents, and all
their descendants have an existence, before
there was any Garden of KEden on this
eart,? I think it is admitted by the whole
Christian world, that man is a ng ocoms
pounded of body
Christian socleties wi which I am ac-
quainted believe this, Thay all believe
that with'n man's body or tabernacle of
flesh and bones there dwells an immortal
spirit, All Christian Bocieties, with per-
haps very few exceptions, believe that this
human spirit, which dwells within the tab-
ernacle, will exist after the dissolution of
the body. There may be some few Ohris-
tians who believe that the spirit is disor-
ganized or dies between the time of death
and the resurrection. I think this view is
entertained by some few individudts, but
the great mass of the human family believe
that when this body falls asleap aud erum-
bles back again to its mother earth, the
spirit still survives as an org nized being
or personage. Some, however, do not be~
lieve that the spirit is a person They
think it is something which can not be de-
fined, something that has neither the shape
nor the properties which we give 10 any
kind of material sabstance, The views  of
the immaterialist are that the spirit occu-
pies no space, and has no relation to mat-
ter, something entire.y separate and dis-
tinet from matter. There a however,
but few in the Christian world who bave
worked themselves so far into the depths
of these mysteries, as they term them, as
to believe in such absurdities as these, I
could not believe it for one moment, I
never did. To suppose that tbere is a
gpirit in man and tbat that spirit has no
shape, no likeness and ooccupies no s

as the immaterialists inform us in their
writings, is something that 1 do not be-
lieve, nor ever have believed, and mever
ocould believe, unless I became perfectl
beside myself, and deranged in my mind.

We, as Latter-day Saints, believe that
the spirits that occupy these tabernacles
have form and likeness similar to the hu
man tabernacle, Ol course there msy be
deformities existing in connection with the
outward tabernacle which do not exist in
connection with the spirit that inhabits {it.
These tabernacles become deformed by
eocident in wvarious ways, sometimes at
birth, but this may not altogether or in any
degree deform the spirits that dwell within
thewn, therefore we believe that the spirits
which occupy the bodies of the human
family are more or less in the resemblance
ot the tabernacles,

Now a question arises, If this spirit can
exist separate and independent of the
tabernacle, when the tabernacle dies is it
unreasonable to suppose that it could exist
before the tabernacle was formed? This
is an important guestion, and in my estia
mation there is nothing absurd or unreas
gonable in the least degree, in believing
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that that rsonage that we call the intelli-
gent spirit, which can exist between death
and the resurrection, separate and distinet

from the body, could also have had an ex- |

istence before the body was formed, that
is, a pre-existence. This is a Scriptural
doctrine, for there are many passages in
Scripture which, in my estimation, prove
that man had a pre-existence, If we turn
to the firet and second chapters ot Genesis,
we shall find it clearly indicated
that man had an existence before he was
placed in the Garden of Eden. In the first
chapter of Genesis we are told that God
made the earth, and the seas, and Lhe grass
and the herbs and the trees in about six
days of time. Wae also read that on the
fifth day of the creation he made the fish
and fowls; that on thesixth day he made
the animals, and last of all that he made
man, male and female oreated Le them,
This seems to bave been the last work of
creation on the sixth day. Read on still
further, in the second chapter of Genesis,
~nd we are informed that on the seventh
day there was not yet & man to Lill the
ground. Now how are we going to recon-
cile this with that which is stated in the
preceding chapter—on the fifth day he
made the fowls and the fish, and on the
sixth day he made the animals before he
made man, and on the seventh day there
was not yet a man to till the ground. And
then we are informed about man’s being
placed in the gardem on ihe seventh day;
and also that on that day the beasts were
formed and brought to the man to see what
he would call them., This seems to have
been another department of work that the
Lord accomplished on the morning of the
seventh day, He planted a garden on the
seventh day in Eden, be placed the man in
that garden on the seventh day; and Lben
we are informed that he brought the beasts
of the field and the various animals thal he
bad made before the man, and man gave
names to them on the Sabbath day; buton
the sixth day they were made male and fe-
male, I reconcile this by giving a pre-
existence to man; such is mny faith. I be-
lieve that man bad an existence before the
Lord commenced the great temporal work
of creation, 8o far as this ptanet is concern-
ed. How long he had existed prior to the
formation of this planet 1 do not know,
but 1t is certain God seems to bave formed
the spiritual part of it in the six days, and
when it comes to the temporal part that
geems to have been the work of the
seventh day. On the seventh day the
Bible says that God ended his work, He
did not altogether end it on the sixth, bu
he ended it on the seventh day. -

When we come to mew revelation which
God has voucbsafed to give to his people
in these latter times, this sabject is made
very plain; and on these new revelaions
in connection with the old, what little light
we can gain through the hymn that was
sung at the opening of the meeting, was
founded, ‘“When shall I regaia thy pres-
ence,”’ as expressed in the first wverse,
showing that we once were in his pres-
ence and existed where he is, but for some
reason we have been banished therefrom,
and that when we are redeemed we shall
return again, or as one of the inspired
writers has it—*the spirit shall return to
God who gave it."””

This returnirg of the spirit to God who
gave it, 2learly shows to my mind that the
spirit once existed with God and dwelt in
bis presence, otherwise the word ‘‘return’
wou?d be inapplicable, If I were going to
China it would be inapplicable for me to
say I am returning to China. Why? Be-
cause I never have been Lbhere, oobse-
quently the word “return’ would be an
improper word. So in regard to the say-
ing of the prophet—it wuu;dhlao&antimly
impre to say Lhat, after the y crum-
nlag mpt?ful: thg spirit would ‘‘return’ to
t, if it neyer had been
there.

Jesus seems to have been a pattern in
all things pertaining to bis brethren, and
we find that he had a previous existence—
bis spirit existed before he came and tab-
ernacled in the flesh, This is abuudantly
proved in the Scriptures. In the prayer
which be offered to his heavenly Father
beseeching him to make his disciples one,
he says, *Fatber,glorify thou me with that
glory which I bad with thee before the
world was.” Now if Jesus dwelt with the
Father before the world was, why not the
rest of the familv, or in other words, the
rest of thespiriis? Itcertainly was not bis
tabernacle which dwelt there before the
world was, for he came in the meridian of
time, and his spirit ente:ed a tabernacle of
flesh and bones, and was born of # woman
just the same as all the rest of the human
family. What then is the meaning of that
Scripture which speaks of Jesus belng the
elder brother? Itcertainly could not have
reference to bim being the eldest so far as
his natural birth on this earth was con-
cerned, for be certainly was not the eldest,
for generation after generation had prece-
‘ded him during the four thousand years
which bad away, from the time of
creation until he was borm; but yet he is
called the ‘‘elder brother.” Ip another
Scripture it is said of him that he was *‘the
firstborn of every creature.”” This would
imp{F, then, that Jesus, so far as the great
family of man is concerned, was the rirst-
born of the whole of them, How
when washe born? He was born in
eternal world, not his flesh and bones, but
that intelligent spirit which dwelt within
bis tabernacle was born before this world
was made, and he seems to have been the
first spiril that was born, and for this

resson he became the e.der urother; and
we are told in mavy Scriptures in the New
Testament, that we are his bretbren, and
that he is not ashamed to call us his breth -
ren. I look upon him as having the same
origin as we had, only he was the eldest;
and if be was born in the eternal world
thousands of years sgo, why not all the
rest of his brethren, so far as their spirits
are concerned? I know thatthe objection
will immediately arise in the minds of in-
dividuals who have not reflected on this
subject, if we were intelligent personages
thousands of years ago, and dwelling in
the presence of God, and of Jesus, our
elder brother, how is it that we
have no remembrance of anything that
transpired in our pre-existence? 1 answer
this guestion by saying, that when we
came into this world from our former state
¢! existence, and bad our spirits enclosed
within these mortal taberuacles, it bad a
tendency to take away our memories so far
as the past was concerned. Itdid 80 in rela
tion to Jesus. He had great knowledue
befure he was born into this world—suffi-
cient to cieate the heavens and the earth,
bence we read in the Hebrews that God, by
his Son, made the worlds. This was before
Jesus came here, and he must then have
been the or of great kpowledge to
have been able to do that; but when he
took upon himself flesh and bones did be
forget this knowledge? We read in the
Seriptures, speaking of Jesus coming here
and taking a body or flesh and bones, that
“in his humiliation his jadgment was ta-
ken away.” What humiliation? His du-l
seending from the presence of God his
Father and descending below all things,
bhis judgment was taken away, Lhat is, hi~
remembrance of things that were past, and
that knowledge which, while in the pres-
ence of his Father, enabled him to make |
worlds, and he had to begin at the first
principles of knowledge, just the same as
a!l his brethren who came here in the flesh,
We read that Jesus, a8 bhe grew in stature,
grew also in wisdom and knowledge. If he
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there in this congregation who can remem-
ber the first 8ix months of his or her ins
fancy? There isnot a man nor & woman
on the face of the earth, I presume, who
can remember this; but no rson will
argue, on that account, that he did net ex-
ist at that time. Oh mno, says the objector,
that would be an . improper method of
arguing. Onr memories have nothing to
do with a previous existence. If we re~
member it, all good,.if we do not, itj does
not alter that existencs,

If we wére born in heaven before this
world was made, the question might
arise as to the nature of that birth, Was it
by command that the spiritual substance,
soattered through :plt:tzi was miraculously
brought together, and orginizeda into a
| spiriteal form, and called a spirit? Is that
the way we were borr? Is that the way
that Jesus, the firstborn of every creature,
was brought into existence? OL no; we
were all torne there after the same man«
ner that we are here, that is to say, every
person that had an existence before he
came here had a literal father and a literal
mother, a personal father and a personal
mother; hence the Apestle Paul, in speak -
ing to the heathen at Ephesus, says, “We
are his offspring.”” Now I look upon every
man and woman that have ever come here
on this globe, or that ever will ecome, as
having a iather and mother in the heavens
by whom their spirits were brought into
existence, But how long they resided in
the heavens before they came here is not
revealed.

We will refer now to the 19ih chapter of
Job to show that there were sons of God
béfore this world was made. The Lord
asked Job a guestion in relation to his pre~
existence, saying, * Where wast thou when
I laid the corper stone of the earth?”
Where were you, Job, when all the morn-
ing stars sang together, and all the sons of
God shouted for joy, when the nucleus of
this creation was commenced? If Job had
heen indoctrinated into all the mysteries of
modern religionists he would have an-

had possessed all wisdom, and haa not for- |
gotten that which he formerly possessed,
how was it that he could increase i1n wis~
dom as he increased in stature? Itshows
clearly that the wisdom: which he bad pos-
me! thousands of years before, bad for a
wise purpose been taken from bim, *'His
judgment was taken away,’” and be left, as
it were, in the very depth of humility, be~

inning at the very first principles of
Enuwledge and growing up from grace to
grace, a8 the Scriptures say, from one de-
gree to another, until he received a fulness
from his Father. Then when Le did regaia
all his previous knowledge and wisdom, he
had the fulness of the Father within him, |
in other worde, *in him dwelt all the ful-
nees of the Godhead bodily.”

Now if his knowledge was forgotten, and |
bis judgment taken away, why not ours?
We find this to be the case. What person
among all the hbuman family caa compre-
hend what took place in his first existence?

No one, it is blotted from the 1 emory, and | 9

I think there is great wisdom manifested
in withholding the knowledge of our pre~
viouns existence. Why? Because we could
pot, if we had all our pre-existent knowl-
edge, accompanying us into this world,
ghow to our Father in the beavens and to
the heavenly host that we would be in all
things obedient; in otbher words we could
not be tried as the Lord design3 to try us |
here in this state of existence to qualifly us
for & higher state hereafter. In order to
try the children of men, there must be a
degree of knowledge withheld from them,
for it would beno temptation tothem ii they
could understand from the beginning the
consequences of their acts, and the nature
and results of this and that tem ptation, |
But in order that we may prove ourselves
before the heavens, obedient and faithful
in all things, we bave to begin at the very
first principles of know.edge, and be tried
from knowledge to knowledge, and from
gra. e to grace until, like our elaer brother, |
we finally overcome and trinmph over all
our imperfections, and receive with him
the same glory that he inherits, which glo-
ry he bhad before the world was,

This is the way that we as a people look
upon our previous existence.
somethin truly cheering in contems
plating the previous existence of man,
much more sothan in the old idea of the
sectarian world—-that God is coopstantly |
creating, that he aid not finish his wor
some five or six thousand years ago, but
that he is creating all the time, They will
tell you that they bave spirits in their bod-
ies capable of existing alter the bodies
have crumbled back to mother earth. Ask
them tbe origin of these spirits, and they
will tell you they origivated about the
time the infant taberpacies of flesh and
bone originated. Heunce, according to
their ideas, God has all the ti « e been creat-
ing aboutone person every twenty seconds,
whieh ] believeisaboutthe average rate that
persons are born into the world; in other
words, about three a minute, and ac-
cording to their ideas the Lord is engaged
in makipg spirits with this rapidity, and
sending them here to this world,

I cannot, for my part, see that there is
any more absurdity in Bolia?ing that he
made them thousands of years before they
came here, than to suppose that he made
them just before they came here, and en-
tered into the tabernacle. One can certain-
ly not be more unreasonable than the other,

Because we ocan not recollect our former
existeuce is nu proof whatever that we did
not bave one. I can prove this. Ilnregard
to this present existence, what person is
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swered this guestion by saying, ‘“Lord,
why do you ask me such a question? I
had no existence at that time.,” But the
very question implies the existence of Job,
but he bad forgotten where he was, and the
Lord put the question as though be did ex-
ist, uhuwinf to him in the declaration, that,
when he laid the corner stone, of the earth
there were a great many sons of God there,
and that they all shouted together for joy.
Who were these sops of God?They certainly
were not the fleshly descendants of Adam,
for he bad not then been placed in the Gar-
den of Eden. Who were they then? They
were Jesus, the elder brother, and all the
family that have come from that day until
now-—millions on millions—and all who
will come hereafter, and take tabernacles of
flesh and bones until the closing up seene of
this creation, All these were present
when God commenced this creation, Jesus
was also there and superintended the work,
for by him God made the worlds, conse-
uently be must have been there, and all
felt joyful, and shouted for joy. What pro-
duced their joy? Iiwas foreknowledgeny
They knew that the creation then being
formed was for their abiding place, where
their spirits would go and take upon them
tabernacles of flesh and bomnes, and they
rejoiced attheprospect., ‘Jhey had more
knowledge then than the wosld of man-
gkind bava now, They saw that it was ab-
solutely necessary for theie advancement
inlthescale of being to go and take tabernac-
les of flesh and bone; they saw that their
spirits withous tabernacles never could be
perfect,never could be placedin a po-
sition to attain to great power,dominion and
glory like their Father; and understanding
that the earth was belog created to give
them the opportunity of reaching his pos
sition, they sang together for joy. They
composed a hymn, and if we could have a
m;? of it, we should no doubt
find that it was a bymn in relation to the
construction of the earth and itsa future
babitation by those spirits in the form of
men, I should like to see that hymn my-
self, and if we had it we would get our
choir here to sing it, I think it would im-
part agood deal of information to us, and
rhaps we would shout for joy again.

It is very evident that this was the be-
lief of the peopla in the days of the Savior,
Even the Apostles and those with Jesus
evidently believed in the pre existence of
man. Tbis is manifest from a certalo ques-
tion which they put to Jesus on the occas-
jon ofa blind man making his appearance
before him, They said to him, “Master,
who did sin, this man or his parents, that
he was born blind?” 1In other words, did
this man sin before he was born, and in
consequevnce of his sin was he born blind?
Or was it that his father sinned that he was
born blind? This questiomn would bave
been very fuolish to put to the Savior, un-
leat they bad believed in the pre-existéence
of man. But they not only did believe it,
they also believed it possible for man
to sin in that pre-existence, and that the
penalty of that sin might be carried down
to this state of existence, and be the cause
of blindness at birth, and with that belief
they put the question to the Savior. That
would have been a very favorable opportu.
nity for him to have corrected them, if
their ideas about pre existence bad been
false., He could ha, e turned to them and
said, he could not bave sinned before he
was born, and that be the cause that he wagy
born bl nd, becanse he bad no previous ex.
istence. But he said no such thing, be re-
plied, *‘Neither this man nor his parents
sinned, bat mt:lhﬂ glory of God might be

| made manifest.




