
THE DESERET WEEKLY

ively should be determined
within certain limits fixed by

law upon a principle of lo-
cal option upon this plan such
counties and school districts as de-
sire may have free schools while
such as prefer to have a portion of
the cost of a education paid

f in the form of a tuition fee may
adopt that plan this is18 the truly
democratic theory

the statement that if any coun
ty is wealthier than its neighbors it
is because other counties have
contributed to its wealth and there
fore that it should justly bear its
share of the public burden laIs falla-
cious and misleading as here used
the fact is much of the wealth
found in the poorer counties has been
contributed by the richer ones by
migration and overflow and the
claim of those poorer counties upon
the richer ones for sufficient means
to defray the greater part of the cost
of schools in the former does not
appear to us to be founded in jus
tice why not ask the richer coun-
ties to pay most of the expense for
roads bridges prosecuting crimin-
als etcate in the poorer ones

A three mill territorial tax will
probably pay about one half the cost
of maintaining district schools in
most of the outlying counties thisehte
is giving a great deal to them from
the wealthier ones and the other
halthalf of the burden should he borne
locally it is we believe a fact
that there are fewer families pro-
portionately in the outlying counties
who are really poor than in the
wealthier ones the population of
the former almost universally own
the homes they occupy and have
constant employment by which theythem
earn a livelihood for the richer
counties to be taxed to give them
freeftee schools is not equitable anidand
will appear still less so when it toIs
remembered that when the rich
counties pay a tax high enough to40

provide free schools in the poorpoorerr
ones they are themselves without
free schools the reason for this tola

that it costs a great deal more tinin
the richer counties to maintain
schools than it does in the poorerpoorer
onellonee

the illustration of a man havibavidopig
no children who pays 25 to supsupport
a school while the man who hhas
several children pays but 10 ddos
not the point the NNEVISa

waa not objecting to a condittocondition
which exists but was objecting totatoa
doubling process under which titike

first would have to pay 6050 and toetle
other 20 the state building I1allne

inq lpis also fallacious taht

structure when built will alxlxbelonglouir to
the territory as a whole and each
county will sharlandshare and share alike
proportionately in its use it will
not add to the wealth of this city
nor this county for it will not be
taxable the NEWS is willing that
salt lake county should contribute
towards the support of schools in
poorer counties but not beyond a

certain limit to tax this county to
a degree which would give the
poorer counties free schools while
it went without them would be
passing that limit

the statement that if the
ment of the NEWS means anything
it means that the support of free
schools by taxation is illegal
is misleading it depends upon the
manner in which the revenue tsis
raised if the method is one which
flagrantly discriminates in the di-
vision of burdens and benefits it
would be illegal but if the burdens
and benefits were equitably adjusted I1

it would not be free schools might
lawfullyJaWfully be maintained by a territ-
orial county audand district tax com-
bined justly and reasonably propor-
tioned but the legality of a territ-
orial tax which would hebe sufficient
to maintain free schools in most of
the c unties but insufficient to ac-
complishcom that result in the countiescounties
burring the greatest proportion of
the burden would be open to serious
question for this reason we be-
lieve Aa territorial tax of six millsmill
would be unlawful al

LANDS IN COLORADO

THE following relating to lands
in colorado passed the senate onn
february ith as appears in the con-
gressional record of the same day

be it enacted etcehe that actual and
bona fide settlers on lands subject to
preemptionprere emption under existing laws with-
inFn tthehe late uncompahgre and white
river ute indian reservation in col-
orado who hilve previously and else-
where taken land under the pre emp
tion laws may make entry of one
quarter section of land within saidmid
enervation by paying
perpe sereacre at any time after a bona fide
residence on said land of two yearsand
within thirty three months after filing
declaratory statement proof
of actual residence and improvement
of the land for not less than two years
shallrhall be made to the satisfaction of the
register and the reoreceivereiver under such
teguregulationslations as the secretary of the
interior may prescribe

MONUMENT TO LAFAYETTE

IT is publicly announced stt paris
that the monument to lafayette
ordered some two years since by the
united states secretary of war to
be executed by the french

tore A mercleMercie anda falguiere is
now finished and will be sent to the
united states as soon as it shall be
accepted by mr whitelaw reidbeld
U 8 minister to france

the monument includes the sta-
tue of lafayette of grand dimen-
sions surrounded by therthe four prin-
cipal french officers that took part
in the war of american
euce admirals deestaingdEstaing and de
grassegrame representing the navy and
the generals de rochambeau and
duportailDuportail the army the pedestal
is in marble and the figures are
bronze

THE australasian MISSION

the semiannualsemi annual conference
of the australasian mission
was neld at
waikato district on january
I1althI1th and

at the general annual conference
held in hawkes bay district last
april it was thought advisable to
hereafter hold t 0 conferences dur-
ing the year in order to give those
who live at the extreme ends of the
island anail opportunity of attending
these meetings which otherwise
would be impracticable asafi the dis-
tance to be traveled would bring un-
necessary hardships bath to the
elders and the saints in generalgene ial
accordingly it was decided to have
general semiannualsemi annual meetings one
to be held in the southern and one
in the northern part of the
puchuch places as would be most con-
venient to the greatest numberdumber of
saints it was therefore agreed by
the natives in whose hands the se-
lection of the next place for meeting
had been left that
anga waikato district would bt a
suitable place furfor such conference

Isin a pleasant
little village situated on the bank
of the waikato river and on jan 7
the saints begunbegin to comecoad in from
the surrounding districts several
elders also arrived on this date and
the balance on the afternoon of the
ath all were received kindly by
the natives and brothers johns
bingham aadi harlee johnson

the morning of january
dawned upon us with the fresfreshnesslinto
of climate peculiar to this region
and at ten oPclock in answer to the
peals of our little bell we assem-
bled under the roof of a large rush
house to worship god there were
present angusangue Tr arlW rightlit presidentVof the mission john 8 binghamningnam
ezra T stevenson orson D rom-
ney charles A johnson thos C
young boyd stewart george W
daisdamis jas 8 nye ephraim john-
son john H heber RS
cutler and thos C stanford mil
ton bennion oliver C dunford and
wife late from utah also about
natives and several european
strangers

the meeting was called to order
by brother john 8 bingham aft-
er singing and prayer the assemb-
lage was addressed by president
wright who expressed hisbis pleasure
at meeting with the native saints


