spectively, should be determined, Istructure when bu

within certain limits fixed
law, upon a principle of lo-
cal option. Upon this plan such

counties and school districts as de-
sire may have free schools, while
such as prefer to have a portion of
the cost of a child’s education paid
in the form of a tuition fee, may
adopt that plan. This is the truly
democratic theory.

The statement that *“if any coun-
ty is wealthier thap its neighbors it
is because other counties have
contributed to its wenlth, and there-
fore that it siiould justly bear its
share of the public burden?®’ is falla-
clous and misleading as here used.
The fact is, much of the wealth
found in the poorer counties has been
contributed by the richer ones, by
migration and overflow; and the
claim of those poorer counties ujwn
the richer ones for sufficient means
to defray the greater part of the cost
of schools In the former, does uot
appear to us to he founded in jus-
tice. Why pot ask the richer coun-
ties to pay most of the expense for
roads. bridges, prosecuting crimin-
als, ete., in the poorer ones?

A three mill Territorial tax will
probably pay about one half the cost
of maintaining district schools in
most of the outlying counties. This
is giving a great deal to them from
the wealthier. ones, and the other
half of the burden should he borne
loeally. It is, we believe, a fact
that there are fewer families pro-
portionately in the outlying counties
who are really poor than in the
wealthier onuvs. The population of
the former almost upiversally own
the homes they occcupy and have
constant employment by which they
earn & jivelihood. For the richer
counties to be taxed to give them
free schools is Dot equitable, and
will appear still jess so when it ta
remembered that when the rich
counties pay a tax high enough to
provide free schools in the poorer
ones, they are themselves without
free schools. The reason for this is
that it costs a great deal more in
the riclier counties to 1naintail
schools than it does in the pmorér
oDes,

The iliustration of a man bavidg
po chlldren whe pays 325 to suppott
a school, while the man who has
several children pays but $10, do
not weet the point. The NE\f:
wag npot objecting to a conditign
which wxiats, but was objecting tola
doubling process under which the
firs® would have to pay $50 and tlie
other $20. The State building illus.
tration Is also fnllaclous. That
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county will share and share alike,
proportionately, in its use. 1t will
oot add to the wealth of this city
uor this county, for it wiil oot be
taxable, The NEws is williug that
Halt Lake County should contribute
towards the support of schools in
poorer counties, but not beyond a
certain limit. To tsx this county to
a degree which. would give the
poorer counties free schools, while
it went without them. would be
passing that limit.

The statement that ©If the argu-
ment of the NEwS means anything,
it wmeans that the support of free
schools by taxation is illegal,”
is mislcading. 1t depends upon the
manper in which the revenue is
raised. If the method is one which
flagrantly discrimipates in the di-
vigsion of burdens and benefits, it
would be illegal. Butif the burdens
and beuvefits were equitahly adjusted,
it would not be. Free schools might
lawfuily be malotained by a Terri-
torial, county and district tax com-
bined, justly and reasopably propor-
tioned. But the legality of a Terri-
torial tax which would I sufficient
to maintamin free schools in most of
the ¢ unties, but insufficient to ac-
conyplish that result in the counties
btaring the greatest proportion of
the burden, would be opeun to serious
question. For this reason we be-
lieve a Territorial tax of six mills
would be unlawful.

-—

LANDS IN COLORADO.

THE following ®relating to lnpds
in Colorado,’” passed the Benate on
February 4th. as appears in the Cou-
gressional Record of the same day:

Be it enacted, etc., That uctual and
bona fide settlers on lands subject to
pre-emption under existing laws with-
in the late Unecompahgre and White
River Ute Indian reservation, in Col-
orado, who have previously and else-
where taken land under the pre-emp-
tion laws, may nake eDtry of obDe
guarter section of land within said
~emeryation by paying therefor $1.25
jer acre, at any time after a bona fide
residence on said land of two years,and
within thirty-three monthsafter fillng
declaratory statement therefor. Proo
of actnal residence and improvement
of the land for not less than two years
shall be made to the sa.isfaction of the
register and the reveiver, under such
regulations as the Seeretary of the
Inisrior may prescribe.

e

MONUMENT TO LAFAYETTE.

It is publicly anpounced at Paris
that the mopument to Lafayette,
ordered some two years since hy the
United States Secretary of War to
he executed by the French sculp-
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ilt will belony to [ tors A. Mercie nnd A. Falguiere, is
by |the Territory as a whole, and each

oow finished and wiil be sent to the
United States as soon as it shall be
accepted by Mr. Whitelnw Reid,
U. 8. Minister to France.

The mooument includes the sta-
tue of Lafayetts of grand dimen-
sions, surrounded by the four prin-
cipal French officcrs that took part
1n the war of American Independ-
ence; Admirals d’Estaiog and de
Grasse representing the navy, and
the Generala de Rochamlwau and
Duportail thearmy. The pedestal
is in marble and the figures are
bronze.

— -

THE AUSTRALASIAN MISSION.

-

The semi-annual conferehce
of the Australasian  DMlission
was [Meld at Rakamaogamanpga,

Waikato District, on January 10th,
ilth apd 12ch,

At the geperal anoual eonference
held in Hawkes Bay -Distriet last
April it was thougnt advisable to
hereafter hold tw o cuonferenees dur-
ing the year in order to give those
who live at the uxtreme ends of the
igland an opportunity of attending
these meetings, which otherwise
would be impracticable, as the dis-
tance to be traveled would briog un-
necessary hardships bgth to the
Elders and the Baints in geneial.
Accordingly it was decided to bave
general semi-annual meetings, one
to be held in the southern nnd one
in the northern part of the isiand,at
psuch places as would b¢ most con-
venient to the greatest pumber of
Saints. It was therefore agreed by
the natives, in whose hunds the se-
lection of the next place for meetinyg
had been left, that Rakamangam-
anga, Waikato District, would be a
suitable place fur such conference.

Rakamaugamangsa is a pleasant
little village, situated om the bapk
of the Waikato river, and oo Jan. 7
the Saints begsn to come in from
the surrounding distriets. Heveral
Ellers also arrived on this date, and
the ialance on the afternoconof the
o9th, Al were received kindly by
the uatives and Brothers Jobn 8
Bingham arpd*Charles Johoson.

The morning of January 10th
danwned upon ug with the freshness
of climate peculiar to this region
and at ten o’clock, in answer to the

eals of our little bell, we assem-
gled under the roof of a large rush
house to worship Gud. There were
present Angus . Wright president
of the misgion, John 8. Bingham,
Kzra T. Btevenson. Orson D. Rom-
nay, Charles A. Johnson, Thos. C.
Young, Boyd Btewart, George W,
Dauis, Jas. 3. Nye, Ephraim John-
son, Johu H. Timpson, Heber R.
Cuotler, and Thos. C. Stanford, Mil
ton Benpion, Oliver €. Dunford and
wife, late from Utah, also about 200
patives apd several European
strangers.

The meeting was called to order
by Brother John B. Bingham. Af-
ter singing and prayer the assemb-
lage was addressed by President
Wright, who expressed his pleasure

at meeting with the native Baints,



