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machine can do work than eight
men could do in the old fashioned way,
add where one man could comb one
bale of hemp, one michine can now
comb seventy-five bales. The product
of the largest ropewalk in the United
States, according to the N. Y. Sun, is
150 tans of rope gnd twine a week, as
cvompared with 14 toms when it was
bhilt, 56 years ago,

For best quailttes of ropes, hemps
and flaxes and sound cotton are used,
Of the 12 ki of hemp used Russian
i3 best. The hanks are bound Into
bales tias can be readlly handled,
Separatllng the Lhanks r:éthg ﬁr;:t. pftt‘:-
cess fp rope mpki n do it. The
hm?m mo?n;’d and tossed one
side, where mep -ptand ready to pick
mntlﬂ up and ol mm.l di‘m?}s-l::&
machines arglarge revolving drg
wood mﬂ;uh :é‘;&lqrhthc oll

OW,

hs ey are

kept In r
mcqosedm &o en ‘Boxes, ¢ach with a
hole abott 88 large as half an ordinary

Y wApdow.  Taking a hank, an oiler
wspreads it out and dashes it through &
hole gnd agajnst the oily surface of the
drum. Itel ? d §s firgwn upward,
bot begore the end 18 reached the man
draws it back, gpd repeats the motion
antil ;the r hgs bgep olled. From
the oiling ‘machines the hemp goes to
the - combing machines, of different
sizes and capsaeities. Five combings
are pecessary. The eombing machines
sre very ingenious. Endless bands
with cross rows of loﬁeﬂm teeth seize
the fibers, and carry m along until
other teeth on a band moving faster

h them, and straighten
and hrtalgoﬁem. After the combing
the fibers become roping, and endless

streams of it MHow frums upper
stories to stories below for the spin-

. ;ﬂ:giw am ows

ol

1 fl
eve S can spin
Itw er &u%z s.in good mxﬂ
mrm, r_r:&ié m-ﬂn»i
for usé. ping st _ roug
the dpioning mschines mes .f“
arn., T bi nip
e 2 L
o
thmsyugh{p:m:ﬂ as - %
i At
e o8 ol o
BUueezZers, a

that very little change has been
in the half centary, It is crude,
bstantial.  The tbobt;usﬁ(nun
placed upright on lonplro
- . The gnds t.hg

A

these rope, while a similar
umion of th _ makes 3 cable.

Ro making I it used to
be. Nowadays s-grl & spinning

the flower Lo rfection. Mr Haw-
kinsg, in his ‘*Traansactions of the
Horticultaral Soclety,”' gives an sac-
count of the most remarkable Instance
on record of the flowering of the
American aloe. Without manure or
protection this plant bloomed in
cighteen years, having altsined a
height of twenty-seven feet, and hav-
ing on it forty flowering bunches, each
wﬁ.h four humdred blossoms, makiog
sixteen thousands flowers in all; the
scape, with its panicle of rich yellow
blossoms, in appearance like 8 candel-
abrum.

The vast plains In the interior of
Mexico is the bome of the maguey,
and the plant with its thorny leaves
imparts a peculiar character to the
Mexican landscape.

Tha strange form of the plant and

the rarity of its blossoms are not the
only circumstances which recommend
it to our gttegtion. Frqm thg leaves,
roots, and sap are obtained § varlety
of products. ‘‘The bpatlves,” sgys
Obers in his “*Travels in Sfexlco,"
““‘make as many uses of tbis plagt as
the South Sea Islanders of the cocoa
palm, namely, one hundred.” The
jaice of the sap, which Is obtalned by
making i1n¢isions in the trank, being
highly caustic, is used by physicians
in cleansing wounnds. Its more ex-
tended pse i3 that of producing a
bitter-sweetish juige knawn as aqua-
miel (honey watér) which Yarplshes tg
the natives & drink called pulque, and
when taken In moderation Is Innocu-
ous and wholesome. The follage of
Lhe ney ylelds an extract which
lathers water Iike soap.
Thag agave holds the place of Asiatic
hemp ?nd gyptian papyrus. Ancient
ieroglyph were ;nu,z;lhed Qn_ the
eaves, macerated in }va r aud glued
together as the bark of paper mulberry.
Much gttentjon bas been recently pald
to the manufacture of paper from the
leaves. ‘‘The :abrkﬁion of thls ma-
terial is destined to be s great Indus-
try, saya the '"Catalogue of Mexican
Products,”” owiag to the gquality and
cheapuess of the material.

The flbers of the leaves with the

e TR

thorns at the end are applied to mani-
fold yses. The edges of the Jeaves gre
Indented; at each indenture is a spine.
These spines are frequently so stron

Bs to serve the Indiams for nails. K
peetlle and thread 15 also furnished the
matives by the simple process of
pounding the leaf go gs L0 soften the
pulp, then scraping Iatter awey,
allowing the fibers with thorns ai-
taglied to remsin. "These are dried by
anging in the sun a'few days, and the
Jodisn woman has her e, which 18
smooth, and not lable to rust; her

3 to sew her coarse made

“petrl oflax’’ (a textile fabric of

ressed out. Then it | this pisnt), prepared in the crudest

passés Throngh the air fors m;fm yet -uog cotton
able (distance to dry, and finslly is|W CF.%F-‘ l::" mﬂl’h many pro-
51’-" . n m;be is ma.dei» from the fiber of the

m 5 mead in the mines
and for the t::orthgc of lhi;;s on the
western coast. The poorer classes of
thateh the rools with the
cOn~ave serve
waler away
from, the eaves. Greek meani

The
samdes 1 iw'one ot the most vai
) i ne mos -
which nature has lnmw:d

w of America.

were made of copper its welight would
be 34 ounces, 'The surfgce appears
miuch whiter than silver, and it {s so
higbly pohshed that it reflects as a
plete-wlass mirror. This pyramid of
pure aiuminium was produced frem
Amertean ore [ and It is the largest
block of that metal ever cast ur made
ln any country.

THe coutfoversy as to keeping live
Blants in a room ai night continues to
e carried on with vigor and acrimouy,
although most people have probsb{r
supposed that it was long since set at
rest. At a medical conference recently
beld in Fraoce it was demonstrated to
the satisfaction of all the savanta there
present that plants, as loog as they are
pisnts only, may safely, and even with
advaatage, be admitted to the elysiam
from which they have s0o often been
exiled. These pretiy omu}enu.
legrned writer r;ovl*ldecln.res. ‘far fro
hyrtful, are henetitial, inasuch
as they exhale a certain amount of
ozone and vapor, which maintains g
heslthy dampness ip the sir, and, be-

sides that. are destructive of the mi-
¢robes which gromon consumptive
tendencies in human beings. t is

only flowers, and not the plants which
bear them. that do the damage. Ferns
are lonocuous; roses and sunflowers
are pernicious, at least while they are

In bloom."

-
JETS OF GINGER.

Duorine & very bad performsance of
Hamlet h{ & barn-storming party ina
country theater, the audiencee In its en-
tirety commenced to hiss, with ‘the
exception of one man. At lastthe man
next to him sald, **Why don!t yo me
his shox?" ‘1t would hardly be ?’nir. L
e sald, ‘'as I came in with an order;
but l{ they don't do better pretty soon,
I'm hanged {f [ don't go out anc;buy a
ticket snd join you!"’

Economy i8 wealth.—A farmer and
hils wife went into a dentist’s. ‘‘How
much do you charge for fillin’ teeth?*’
asked the farmer. “‘From five to?{u
shilings." ‘‘An’ how much for pal-
lin"#" *“Hall-a-crown.” ‘Mariar,”
gald the farmer, torniog to his vﬂfe,
“‘vou'd better git it pulled!”

Thatis a bossdog !’ said a tradesman,
who had been selling the old man nogc
: e

gods. *“‘Youn're right: h g
Eld man proudly. "*h:ti:'g.tu bim
t

stick his tongne ount in PP
‘}Poll:li:cst.” :l‘ Ilttcks! H“’g:e:?ﬁd
glr, a OoR ROWS

Ia= el Preside and be

knows [ want & post-office, snd he's
got his tongue ont ready to begin lick-
ing the stamps!™’

“When I was a ven man,” says
Josh Billings. *I wn.s' alwa: |
hurry to hold the big end o!’tl\o log
and do all the lifting. Now Iam older
I seize the small end and do gl the

gruntipg.'
‘‘You say he called you a donkey?’
" duyoiodogn “‘h’i-.

“Y“H .lw
A man ww

I3

ng.” “*Well,t
a ggnkoizi Ld heg him with both
“Certa : any donkey would
Iy dq that|"

his glusses on |
ous as
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