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more cheerful and hopeful i:litr’m—l which ‘God has ‘revealed unto us,

ter than I have had cause to in-
dulge in for years. There are some
things at home which ifI were to
look at them very closely, would
discourage me in some respects, be-
cause I think that we are far from
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REPORTED BY DAVID EVANS.

I¥ 1T were to consult my natural
feelings this afternoon, I should sit
and listen {o some one else speak
rather than give utterance to any

of my own feelings. But I donot
guppose that this would be satisfac-
tory to anybody else, at least to
most of the Saints, and especially-
to Bishop Taylor, 1 therefore rise to
say such things as shall be suggest-
ed to me by the Spirit of the Lord
on this oceasion.

To one who has been absent for a
long time from home, the privilege
of miogling with one’s brethren
and sisters, those of the same faith,
who have the same views,and who
are laboring for the same objects,
the privilege of refurning and asso-
ciating with them is very delight-
ful, at least it is g0 to me, and it
takes away from me whatever dis-1
position I might have under other
circumstances to speak. My feel-
ings, upon returning after a lengthy
absence from home, have seemed
to me entirely too big for utteranee;
I could not command language to
give proper expression to them.
Where one is at home all the time
this, probably, will not be appre-
ciated.

During my absence I have en-
joyed excellent health and I have
had a good deal of peace; infact I
may say, as it will probably be sat-
isfactory to many to know, that I
have enjoyed myself far better
than I could have expected. There
has been a very different feeling in

Washington during this last session
of Congress from that which pre-
vailed during the first session, that
is so far as we are concerned. There
has been a greater feeling of liber-
ality, a disposition to look upon the
people of Utah more as fellow citi-
zens than, 1 think, was manifested

|

during the first session of this Con-
gress. There were times during the
first session when it seemed to me
thatit required all the faith and en-
ergy that T could muster to resist
that oppressive feeling which prob-

ably, many who are here, have ex-
perienced when they have been
prought in contact with a strong
feeling of opposition. It i3 more of
a spiritual feeling, a feeling that
appeals to the sf)iritual senses, than |
anything that I could describe of a
physical character. There were
times during the first session when
that feeling was very strong, es-
pecially during the pendency of|
the McKee, Poland and other bills
framed for the express purpose of
giving our enemies power over us,
But 1| had cemparatively little er
none of that feeling during the last
session; although, as you are deubt-
less aware, so far as I myself was
concerned, my seat seemed to be in
greater peril during Ilast session |
than it was the first session. A por-
tion of the Committee on Elections
reached a conclusion upon my case,
a technical majority of the mem-
bers of the committee present hav-
ing adopted a resolution to exclude
me from my seat. They varied the
language usually adopted on such
occasions to maxe it, [ suppose, not
hurt so badly, by calling it exelu-
sion instead of expulsion. But not-
withstanding this was the case, and
it might be said that I stood in
greater peril personally, I enjoyed
myself much better, and there was
greater liberality and a greater dis-
position manifested to deal justly
and fairly with us who live in this
Territory.  Whether this feeling
was the result of last Fall’s elec-
tions or not I will notsay. You
who are politicians can judge for
yourselves., 1 suppose that every
one who has demecratic inclina-
tions or proclivities will be very apt
to attribute this change of feeling
to the fact that the democrats ob-
tained some victories last Fall. But
whatever the cause was, the fact is
as I have stated; and as it is a mat-
ter, doubtless, of some interest to
all of you, and it is not contrary to
our views to talk, on a Sunday,
about matters that yrertain to our
temporal salvation, because our
temporal and spiritual salvation are
80 intimately blended that they
may be said to be inseparable, of
course I do not think it improper to
allude toit.

My feelings respecting us as a
people, at the present time, out-
side of what I see at home, are of a

know our views on these subjects| pleasure to speak about the condi-
are that we cannot expect much |
| prosperity, for ourselves or

r the
cause with which we are identified,
$0 long as we ourselves are not in a

osition to warrant the bestowal of

Irhat. prosperity upon us. Believ-

ing, as we do, that God our Iiternal
Father is at the foundation of this
work, and that his providenece is
over it and controlling all things
for its good, we, of course, cannot
imagine that” he is going to give
any very great prosperity to this
cause, or to us as a community un-

less we are in a position to be bene- |

fitted thereby; he is not going to
bestow blessings upon us te injure

us, and which, instead' of proving| This speaks volumes to a g
would prove des-|many people, especially to men

advantageous,
tructive to us. On this accountI
have entertained some doubts con-
cerning our future since I returned
home, as the resulft, probably, of
very partial observation however,

T

| we were a lightly taxed people,

for I have had very limited oppor-

tunities of seeing or of judging|kind, and they
to | testimony  respecting the

great degree of prosper- | order and wisdom that have char-
ity, there shou!d be more taith |acterized the operations of those
manifested by wus, 'meore union,| who have had c¢harge of public af--
more Jove, and more eof those | fairsin this Territory.

correctly about this.  Buat

have a

graces which ought to adorn the
character of Latter-day Saints.
But I think there is a brtght and
very encouraging future fer us as a
people. In Congress, us I have said,
there has beep a greater dispoesition

l

we can afford to submit to all this
obloquy, and everything of that
character. It will pass away and
be forgotfen, but the virtues that
we possess will endure and have
their eflect.

It has afforded me the greatest

tion and management of affairs in |
this Territory. I could point with
a great deal of pride to the fact that

probably as lightly taxed as any
commuhnity withian the counfines of
the ;Union; that we were out o
debf; that Salt Lake City h#d, at
the last report, a goodly sum in its
treasury, eaiqiea, nearly an equal
amount in assets; that every other
muniéipality in the Territory was
in the same condition; that our
county organizations were free
from debt; that the Territory itself
did not owe a dollarin arny form,

but had a largeamount to its credit, |
reat

acquainted with government, and
who, themselves, live in the midst
of tax-oppressed communities,
groaning under public debts created

unwise and dishenest officials,

ey could appreciate facts of this
bore wvolumes of
good

Another thing to which my attention
was called a great many times was the
grasshopper scourge with which Utah had
been visited so frequently. A great many
bad ingniries to make on the subject.
Kansas,-Nebraska, and part of Iowa were
afflicted with grasshoppers this last sea-
son, and the people were exceedingly de-

than has been manifested for years
to accord to Utah her rights. There
has been a feeling, which some
have taken pains to foster, that the
best means that a federal official
could take to oblain office, and then
to retain it after he had obtained it,

was to declare war among the peo- |

ple in whose midst hewas sentto act.
This has actually been the policy
that has beenadopted bysomein this
Territory for'years, and, judging by

their actions, the idea has been that | mites to help the sufferers in the districts
assport to favor with | ravaged by the grasshoppers in the States
the Administration could be urged | [ bave ramed. Knowing that Utah bad
than the fact that an official was| Peen afllicted by grasshoppers, a

no better

inimical to the people and was la-
boring strenuously to destroy them
and their religion; and every I
helding office, who has not adopted
this poliey has been placed under a
ban, and has been made to feel
that he stood in jeopardy. The re-
sult has been antagonism and hos-
tility between classes when there
should have been union; in fact,
where there was already too great.
adispos
it has received encouragement;from
those who have had this feeling;
and a great many in high places,
legislators and others, have seemed

to think that jn passing laws it was | must be something very peculiar about

only necessary to know that they
were designed to operate in Utah,
to receive their sanction, without
caring anything about the nature
of the laws themselves. Hence the
favor with which were received
such bills as Cullom’s, McKee’s,
Frelinghuysen’s and others which
have been introduced into Con-
gress, intended to operate exclu-
sively in Utah. ' 2

During this last session I heard
the inquiry made, when a bill was

man |

ition forit to exist natumlly.i

| farms all mortgaged?

introduced — *“Is it "intended for
Utah alone?’ and many mem
were ready to jump to their
and o it use it was so in-
tended. This was a marked change,
and I could not but notice it. Pl‘fa
patience which the Latter-day

Saints have manifested now fer|have a state government. ' And, gentle-

four or five years in the midst of
the judicial difliculties whieh have
environed them has been produc-
tive ‘of good ‘effects abread, it has,
In my opinion, produced a reaction
in the publi¢ mind. Many persons
have become familiar with the ac-
tual condition of affairs "here, and
their sympathies hive been awak-
ened by what they have heard, and
they have felt disposed to do what
they could in a quiet way to relieve
us from these difficulties; and if we
continue to exercise patiemce and
longsuffering in the future as we

have in the past, there is no doubt|

in my mind about the results. It
is our duty to do this. Itisa duty
made incumbent upon us by our
religion to be_ patient, forbearing
and longsuffering, auti if 'we ‘en
courage these feelings in ourselves
and in our children, putting our
trust in God, relying upon_ him
constantly, there is no doubt in m
mind as to what the result will be.
Men may point the finger of scorn
at us and ridicule because of our
religion] but if we are true to its
principles, if we abide in the faith

—

i_h

feet | are

Y | out of every ten among the people of

' teen thousand people In T'tah lterritory

sirous to obtain legislation in their bebalf
—they wanted Congress to relieve them
by sending seeds and by giving them
pecuniary assistancel Tales of distress
came by every maill to members of Con-

gress, In which the writers plead piteous- | j

ly with them to have Congress extend aid
to the sufferers, as you have doubtless
geen in the papers, particalarly in the
New York Zribune, which had a column
daily “containing the names of Sunday
School children, servant girls, widows and
other persons who had contributed their

ood
many came to me to enquire how we had '
got along, and .it was a great source of
satisfaction to me to be ablé'to say that
notwithstanding some of our settlements
had suffered from the devastaticns of
grasshoppers five years in succession,there.
had been no clamour, and that no begging
appeal had gone up or out from Utah to
other portions of the United States, al-
though many of our settlements had had
thelr entire crops destroyed years in sue-

cession. I dislinetly remember that
Wellsv in_Cache Valley had its crops
destroyed five s, while scarcely a set-

tlement in the Territory escaped a visita<

Eiﬂn of this kind three years in succes-
Ol . i »ta .

All these things, when mtntioned,called

forth admiration. Men would say—**There

your organization to enable you to man-
age these things so well. - Were not your
people overwhelmed with debt, their
“Nﬂl" IIHD.-“-
did you sustain yourselves?” “Well, we
believed in asslsting, each other; and if
our people lived in a State like Kansas or
Nebraska they would be too proud to eall
for help from the rest of the nation be-
cause their crops had been destroyed one
year. We bzlieve in helping ourselves;
we believe in laboring and in asking the
blessing of God upon our labors, and in

untting our trust in Lim, believing that

e will sustain us, and thus far he has

dﬂ‘ﬂE -'BGII'" %3 g g E o= h
I allude to these thines because the
piblic “interést. 8o far as our ad-
mittance into the Union is concerned, it is
generally acknowledged, I believe, among
the members of:ihe Senate s Houge of
Representitives, that Utah was fally .
tled to statehood, and that it ought to
men would say—*It-it were not for your
peculiar institation, you would be'admit-
ted read:ly.” “‘No,” I'.remarked, ‘“youn
mistake, sir; it is not that, there is some-
thing more than that. I know that the
general opinion is that It is our system of
marriage which prevents Utah from being
admitted as a state, but it is a mistake, if
we did not believe in that there would be
something else.” This they would beloth
to admit, but many admitted so far as the
elements of a state were concerned, in
having a substantial footing inthéland |
and being wedded to the soil, in having
developed the resources of the country,
agricultural and mineral, and in establish-
ing ; mannfactures, that Utah, wilh her
railroads and other improvementsis ahead
of every other Territory, But, as I have
sald, the idea was that we were scarcely
fit to be admitted because of our *‘pecu-
liar institantion.” 1occasionally remarked
when talking on this suhject to members
of Cunﬁrenp—_"l'on_ are determined to
make what'youn call “the peculiar institu-
Ation®’ of Utah of national importance; you
‘commit, according to my views, a great
blunder by o doing. Suppose there i3 One

Utah connected with polyzamy—some
think that is a high estimate—and that
there are one hundred and fifty thousand’
ople in Utah, and some think that is a
h estimate also, that would make fif-

fTmiliions of

it. Yet men donot
they deny his interposition in human al-

who are either polygamists or connected
with polygamy. Now think of it, here
you are the representalives of forty mil-
lions of people, and by your action in a
national capacity you wuplift the practices
of fifteen thousand people from obscurity
and give them a national importaneein the
eyes, not only of our own country, but in
the eycs of Europe. Does ilseem states-
manlike that the practices of fifteen thou-
sand people should be made so promi.
nent?”’  You talk to men in that strain,
and many would say—*‘‘Certainly, it is
folly, we ought to leave it to the arbitra-
ment of Lime;”” but there wera others who
thought it was comparable to slavery.
But slavery was the practice of eleven
people at the time of the re-
bellion, henceé there is no cumparison be-
tween them. Baut it seems as t.hqutt. in
‘the providence of God, men are deter-
mined to give thisan immportance to which
it is not entitled, if the number of those
who practice it be taken into account.
Itseems that men are detérmined to make
it pablie, to advertise it, and have - it
known. -

But notwithstanding all these things we
are ing inflnence. There is no people
to-day on this continent of our numbers
who attract so much attention, and con-
cerning whom there is so much interest
felt as the people of Utah.  So also with
the delegate from Utah Territory; he has
always been one of the members to whom
strangers have been most desirous to be
introduced. This has been the case from
the time of ‘the tirst delecate, and I do not
think the Interest has lessened of late.
30 that, not only are the people objects
of Interest, but everything connee
with them and their history, ard notwith-
standing all that is said abo!it us we are
growing in influénce in tbe nation, and it
has surprised me to see how widely our
inflaence 1s epreading, and how many
channels it occnpies and how wide its ram-

that if the gralification of licentioueness.
were our object, we could do that in a
much more popular and in a muech cheap-
er manuer than the way we have adopted..
I told them that it was only necessary to
follow the example of some public men
and we shonld get along without any dif-
ficulty, and there would be no fault found
with us atall. Many wounld acknowledge
that this was trueif the object we had-in
view was the gratification of sensudity..
But wherever I have had the opportuaity,.
I have endeavored to impress those with.
whom I have conversed with the idea that
we regarded men and women guilty of
immoral practices as being guilly of the
worst possitle crime next: to ‘sheddimg
blood. T have sdld that we rezard mus-
der as the greatest crime in the eight of
God, and that next to that we look upon .
unchastity and uavirluons aections. This -
has created some surprise, but it is a_les-
son that we bave yet to teach mankind on
this point, aud I trust that we shall be
true to our prineiples. .

I have heard,since I returned, and in fact
I heard it before, that there s a d
tion on the part of someto yield to the .
‘temptations thal surmound us, young men
and young wowen falling away and being
guilty of unchastity, young men going to
bllliard saloons, gambling saloons, drink-
ing saloons, indulging in the habits of
smoking and swearing; and not only
young persons, but men of mature years.
[ am surpriced at it. [ am surprised that
Latter-day Sainis should bave so little
etrength of character, and €0 eas-
ily yield to these wicked influences.
Do you think thatapybody respects a man

ted { who takes a course of this kind? Cer-

tainly not, yet there are some who think
they gain respect by so doing. Let me
say to you that a wicked man, a man
who is unchaste and unvirtaous, has no
respect for aman who is like himeell. A
man who is profane will admire a man

ifications extend throughout the nation. | who will not indulge in profanity. You

How difficult it is to strike us a blow
without hitting somebodyelse! How dif-
ficult it is to do anythivg inimical to us
without cthers feeling that they will be
injured by that action! This has suor-
prised me wonderfully this
and in fact this past two
seen the growth of the influence of this
people and its increase in many direetions.
Many acknowledge while they deprecate
it. Of course this has caused me to re-
oice more than lcan tell. I have felt
that God’s hand has been with us as a peo-
le. "I felt 's0 during the first session.
he passage of Lthe Poland bill, In its pres-
ent form, was {0 me one of the most won-
derful manifestations of Providence I ev-
er beheld; that which has occurred this
last session has been equally &0, because
I have belicved that I could see the hand
of God in it all; I believed that his
dence was over us: I believed that Lhe
prayers of this people, offered continually
unto the Lord, were heard and answered
by him. A very prominent gentleman re-
marked to me one day—*‘Mr, Cannon, it
is wonderful how you retain your seat, it
surprises me, one¢ would think you would
have been ousted long ago, considering the
efforts which have been made.” I made
some remark in reply, and, the conversa-
tion continuing I remarked, calling him by
name—*‘Taere a16 over & hundred thou-
saud people in Uiab Territory praying for
yYou wembers, and for e, and they are a
slucere . people, and their prayers are
heard.” BSald he—*1 do beiieve that is
the case.” ' It may seem a  trifling Lhiog,
in these days of unbelicf, to think that
God hears and answers prayer; but it has
been a great satisfaction to e allthetime
to tell my fellow members that we  Wwere
& praying people, and that God was being
Elippﬂmtcd by you to avert every blow.

t is something refreshing at this timein
the midst of the unbelief of men to meect
with a man who. believes that God lives,
and that he hears and answers prayer.
You would be surprised to find how few
such men there are in this world, espec-
ially in public life. The belief in God,
that be exists, that he takes any cegniz-
ance of human affairs, and that he hears
and answers prayer is almost extinet: it is
a rare thing to find a man who entertains
ignore God entirely, but

fairs. On this peint we stand out in mark-

ed contrast with every other people. We

believe that God’s providences areover all,
that not a bair of our head falls without
his notice, that not eéven a sparrow can
fall to the
of it, and that he hears and auswers pray-
er when we supplicate him in faith in the
name of Jesus for those things that we

need; and we have this lesscn to teach. I |asitiscontained in this book (Bible);

belicve that thé day is not far distant
when there ~will be. a reaction in
this respect,’ There is &t the present
time a determination, apparently, to
swing to the extreme “of iufidelity; but
L leuk for a reaction. I believe thatthe ex-
ample, teachiog and influence of the Lat
ter-day Saiuts wiil be attended with goed
effects. I think it is the duty of every one,
not offensively, not in' & manner to dis-

ust, bat in a proper, wise manner, to en

€Avor, a8 far as possible, to inculeate by
examp'e.and by precept faith i God and
in the ellicacy of prayer to him.

Ol -course there were times when inqui-
ries would be made respecting our ef,
and many persons scarcely think that we
believe in Jesus Christ and in the Bihle.
Some have the idea that we are a sort of
heathen; or, in other words, that we have
discarded everythingconnected with Chris-
tianity. “Others have no defimte ideas in
regard to our Dbelief, their minds being
Tally otcupied with the marriage systen
of the “Mormouns,” they having heard of
that and not much else, and they suppose
that we do not believe in anyihing but
marrying and living In polygamy. ‘When
you converse with men of intelligence,
who have any comprehension of truth,
and relate tothem ouar views, they ac-
knowledge that we are a diff rent people
to what they imagined. I have remarked
when in eonversation upon our principles

years. 1 have-

never eaw a man who was a drunkard and
who indulged in the use of intoxicating
drinks who did not edmire the man who
refrained from their use. He may banter .
and ridicule him, but in his secret soul he

past winter, | admires bim; and so it is with all evil

habits, and I would not give a fiz for a
Latter-day Saint who could not, in the
midst of all these temptations, be sineere
and truoe to his couvictions and live the -
relicion that God has revealed te hims
such men are not worthy of the na

and sooner or later they will lose the name
and their standing and place In the

e

provi- |

church. I know, so far as my experierce
ha= gone, that men respect sincerity. Men
despise Iatter-day Saints who do not act
consistently with the principles they pro-
fess, while, whatever a man’s religion may
be, he will command t in'proportion
as he clings to and honors the prirciples
which he professes, under all circumstan,_
ces under which he may be placed. X
The Lord is working with us as well as

round withoult his being aware
tha drblnid

with the nalion, and I feel sure he will
cleange from our.midst everything that is .
impure and ungodly. I expect that -we
shall have ordeals that will cleause every-
thing of this character from our midst,
and that eyverythinz that can be shaken
will be. In former days we had mobs to
contend with, and other difficalties: that
were trying to the faith of the people, and
those who were not grounded eu the rock
fell by the way. If they could be fright-
ened, orif threats or difficult circumstan-
ces could affect them or their faith, why,
of course, they dissolved their connection
with the church. ButI rather think the-
day of mobs has gone by. We eertainly
have been led to expect that the time will
come when we shall be delivered from the
power of mobocracy. What then will be
the means of trying the people? \FProba-
bly prosperity, cireumstances, the
increase of wealth, the effects of 'which are
far more trying on a people than poverty.
The influer.ces which attend wealth and
comfortable circumstanees will probhably
have the same effect on the people incleans-
ing from our midst ttat which is unsound
as moboeracy and the diflicult eircumstan-
ces connected with it had in former days.
Butl never expect 10 ree the day when the
Latter-day Saints will be Tree from influ-
ences which will test their fidelity 1o God,
and be a means of removing from their
midst that which is unworthy 1o be asso-
ciated with his churci. Thatis my feel-
ing and has been for a Jong time, and I
helieve that Geod is causing us to pass
thrcugh these ciicametances ¢xpressly to
test, prove and try us, and see whether
we will be true to him or. not,

He has revealed to us the everlasting
gospel; the everiasling gospei! the truth
be
has taught us what to do in order to gain
favor in hissight, How many of you who
are here to-day have seen the time in your
early life when, If you counld have known
that God would bestow u,.0n you the gifts
of his Holy Spirit as they were enjoyed in
ancient days by his servapts, you would
not have felt as though you eould travel
the earth over to obiluiu su h precious
blssings?! L suppose there arg scores in
this co tion to-day who have had
such feelings, Lthey bave fell as though it
would be the createst boon that counld be
bestowed upon them to bave the gift of
the Holy Ghost,and the varieus gifts there-
of that were bestowed upon and enjoyead
by the ancient Saints. G d bas bestowed
these blessings upon us; lLie has revealed
unto us the trutb; he La< shown unto us
how we can obtain a remis<ion of our sins,
and in sccordance with his word delivered
eighteen hundred years ago by his Son Je-
sus and hy his apostles, that if we believe
in Jesus, if we repent of our sins and are
‘baptized for their remission we shall re-
ceive the Holy Ghost. ' '

"These blessings have been promisged to
and bestowed upon us; the church has
Leen organized in iz anciént purity and
gimplicity, with prophets, apostles, teach-
ers, pastors, evangelisiz and all the officers
which existed in ‘ancient days. Is mot
this a blessing whieh p «pin should appre-

cinte? This has been :iv.n unio us, and
we have been guided by L. spirit of reve«



