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BEDITORIATS.

THE FLIMSY PLEA FOR |
GOVERNOR MURRAY.

Tur press of the United States will |
not permit the Murray scandal to die
out. It cannot be covered up now as
it was eight years ago. There isno
friendly President’s wife to intervene
and urge an appointment to another
otlicial position as there was in 1880,
The documents in the case cannot be
kept back, and the press will not keep
silent. The Governor has himself to
thank for this general publicity. He
posed before the country as the great
exponent of anti-‘*Mormonism.” He
put his name to statements prepared
by an unserupulous and sophistical
attorney and pleas put forth by an
abler but less cunning writer, and
loomed up as the champion of ‘‘con-
stitational morality.”

In thus drawing attention to himself
he  did notreckon on too close a
gerutiny. He did not imagine that
in drawing exaggerated and distorted
pietures of *“*Mormon’’ life and policy
the punlic mind would turn to gaze on,
his own career. But the whole coun-
try is now waked up and the very in-
strument on which he counted to . use
for his personal advancement has been
turned to puncture his own inilation.
The few papers which raise their voice
in his defence, while hurling abuse up-
on the promoters of the present inves-
tigation are compelled to admit that
theére is a solid foundation to the
charges, but ¢laim that it was a deput
and not the marshal Murrav himse
who was guilty of the fraudulent trans-
action as the New York Sun would
Say :

‘}'lt wasnot Deacon Richard Smith,
it was his wicked partner.” All this
- will have to be proven, and the res-

onsibility of a principal for the act of
Eiﬂ agent or deputy will no doubt fig-
ure in the decision that will be made.

But there is one thing that the Gov-
ernor’s apologiats want to clothe
with such great importance as
to over shadow the charges pend-
ing against him. Andits fallacy and
weakness ought to be understood so
hat it may not be wused to divert
public attention from the real
point at issue. ' Governor Murray’s
alleged great work against polygamy is
the jugglers trick to draw the public
eye fromn the deeds of whieh he is ac-
cused. And the plea is raised thatin
view of what he has accomplished and
is likely to perform against polygamy,
this other matter ought not to be no-
ticed. The clann is a sham, the rea-
soning is without the least foundation,
while the morality of it:is of the low-
est and most depraved character. On
this point the Chicago Z%mes has the
annexed paragraphs:

]

An officeholders’ organ mﬁs that the
Governor of Utah (Mr. Eli H. Murray)
“‘has done his best to eradicate the
curse of polygamy.” This is an im-
portant statement—if true:; because
if true, it warrants oneor the other of
these two inferences: KEither that the
curse of polygamy is a curse that the
civil Rnwer, even when it ‘‘does its
best,” is not able to overcome; or that
Governor Murray’s ‘‘bhest’’ is very in-
ferior to the best that a civil executive
of gt.u.h could be reasonably expected
to do.

What is Governor Murray’s ‘“‘best?”
What has he done to ‘‘eradicate the
curse of polygamy?’’ Has he executed
the law t makes polygamy a crime
and provides for the punishment of
any persons who commit that crime?
Everybody knows that he has not. Has
he made any effort to enforce the law?
Nobody has heard that he has made
any snch effort, He has been Governor
of Utah about four years. During all
that period he has been advertising in
the newspapers that the crime of poly-
ramy has been committed continnally
in the province under his government.
Duriug all that period there has ap-
peared not the least fact to show that
ne had taken any step to bring the of-
fenders to punishment, During all that

eriod *'the best’’ that the country has

eard of his doing has appeared in fre-
quent contributions of some effusive
compositions on the subject to the
newspapers, magazines and other me-
dinms of advertising political ambi-
tion. This has not appeared in effect
1o be a very good way to cradicate the
cuarse of pnlyg?lpy; yet it is the best
that anybody has heard of Governor
Murray’s doing. If he has done any-
thing better than that, what is it?”

Yes, what is it? Nothing whatever
has been attempted by the Governor,
or those whose words he has echoed,
to execute the laws or suppress the
practice which some people imagine to
e so bad. And if the public will sto
to think a little, it will be apparent to
all that Governor Murray, instead of
doing or pretending to do anything for
the enforcement of the laws against
polygamy, has been endeavoring to
show the world that polygamy is not
the trouble with Utah, t'fn.q.t the real
issue is something else entirely; that
if§ polygamy were abolished to-mor-
row, there would be still the same
trouble about Utah. Itis not polyga-
my that the Governor is after at all.
W{nat is it then? It is the political ex-
istence of Utah. He wants to Kkill this
incipient commonwealth, because it is
not in harmony with his schemes. He
wants to establish an oligarchy here,
with himself at the head,and from that
pomt of vantage he has the vanity to
think that his tall proportions and fine
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appearance—only effective however at
long distance—will draw all eyes to
him as the ‘“Mormon problem” solver,
and a fit candidate for the Vice Presi-
dency of the United States.tYes, it isa
fact. He actually imagined that he
had a chance for the Republican nomi-
nation, and that the position of head
o: a Commission to reduce the ‘*Mor-
mons’’ to a condition of complete po-
litical slavery, would be a likely emi-
nence from which he could step into
the Viee President’s chair!

This is the object he has had in view

in traveling through the country in-
stead of attending to the business for
which he is paid by the Government;
for this he has rushed into print; for
this heé has managed to get Interview-
ed; for this he has secured notices in
the Associated Press dispatches: for
this he had written his inaccurate and
unprincipled report to the Secretary of
the Interior; for this he addressed his
insulting and untruthful message to
the Legislative Assembly. He has
tried to effect the political ruain of
Utah that he might stand on the pile
and reach out for the prize he had in
view. But his ‘‘vaulting ambition has
o’erleaped itself.”’ Ieis more likely
to land in the Kentucky mire, from
which he rose to his present post, than
to mount into higher places.

What has he done against polygamy?
Nothing. What has he attempted to
do? Nothing. What has he done for
thegoodof Utah in any way? No-
thing. He is a conspicuous failure
in every sense. Even the fraud which
his associates claim as the flnest thing
he ever attempted against the ‘*Mor-
mons,”’—the matter of the false certi-
fieate, did not put into Congress the
friend who was not electe , but to
whose election he certified. There is
nothing of himm- except his frame and
the notoriety which he i es is
fame. And the plea that what he has
done against polygamy entitles him to
exemption from scrutiny is as flimsy
and flabby as the desire to screen him
from investigation on that account is
dirty and dishonest. He is nothing but
a big bubble. ILet it be pricked by an
?l}ic al pin and then see what will be
elt.

——
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SALT LAKE STAKE
CONFERENCE.

Tuar Conference of the Salt Lake Stake
of Zion which closed its three days’
session on Sunday night was one of
the best ever held in this city. It was
well attended from the beginning.
Three meetings were held each day,
making nine in all, and the interest in-
creased till the close. Hundreds
could not obtain admission on Sunday

afternoon and crowds inside the build-
iu% had to stand.

The reports reandered by the Bishops
and others were very encouraging, as
they indicated a marked improvement
in the spiritual condition of the Saints,
It is evident that they are alive to the
fact that personal righteousness is the
great object of our faith, and that
mere belief in true principles will not of
itself save and exalt, nor prepare any-
one for the glory of the celestiad King-
dom. Thedisposition of the Bishops
and Presidents of Quorums to bring
forwardiand develop the talents of the
youth of Israel was made apparent
in their reports, and the number of
flourishing Sunday Schools, Primary
Associations, Mutual Improvement
Societies and other organizations for
the culture and guardianship of the
young, shows that the need of training
the children in the way of life is ap-

reciated by those who are placed

ocal authority.

The instructions imparted were of a
practical character, and calculated to
stimulate the Saints to good works and
avoidance of evil. The exhortations
of President Angus M. Cannon, es-
pecially, were powerful and timely,and
it is to be hoped that his remarks re-
garding the errors and shortcomings of
some of the people will be effectual in
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awaking them to repentance and im-

provement.

The effect of = outside pressure

has always been beneficial upon

the Latter - day Saints. Its in-

fluence now is marked. Union,
of

faith, lively interest in the thin
the kingdom, and desire for individual
rectitucde an
in a pleasing degree, and we trust that
this progress will continue when the
present storm shall have subsided. As
Apostle Carrington showed, prosperity
has been the most dangerous condition
for the people of God in every age. In
adversity or when troubles threaten,
they cling close to the Lord,but wealth,
ease and the absence of hostility seem
iﬁﬂ render them comparatively care-
ess.

We are glad to know that the im-

provement exhibited in the condition

p |of the Salt Lake Stake is to be seen

also in the other Stakes of Zion, and
that the prospects are bright for Israel.
When the Lord is with us, what mat-
ters who may be against us? And He
will be near to His people when they
draw near to Him by ?ﬂitg and purity of
heart and life. He will fight our bat-
tles, and no weapon that is formed
against us can prosper.
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THE SILLY PLEA FOR GOVER-
NOR MURRAY. '

THE San !Francisco Chronicle echoes
the silly_cry, started here by the clique
which puts Governor Murray forward

as its tool and mouth-piece, that the

perfection are exhibited |

Cougressional investigation into his
alleged crookedness gwhile Marshal of
Kentucky has been instigated by the
“Mormons,' and puts it in this way:

‘“Governor Murray is the real author’
of the plan for govérning Utah and
suppressing polygamists by an appoint-
ed legislative councll In the E ace of
an elected legislature, which the Mor-
mon vote always elects and t.h{ilg}lyﬁu-
mists always control. For t they
hate him with an intensity which is on-
ly bred of supérstition and religious
bigotry.”

__This is news.  Or rather it would be
if it was true. Governor Murray is
not the real author of the legislative
comimission scheme. He is net the
‘real author’” of anvthing that we
know of, nor of anything we have
heard of except the doings in Kentucky
which are now being investigated by a
committee of the United States House
of Representatives, The legislative
commission plan was invented and ad-
vocated and debated long before Eli H.
Murray was thought of for Governor

of Utah. The dislike of the *‘*Mor-
mons’’ to his administration is
not simply because of his advocacy

of that anti-republican and unstates-
man like measure, calculated to do
nothing towards the suppression of
ﬁgl{ﬁamy but simply to work into the

nds of certaluéjla}red-uut liticians
but on account of his disregard of
truth and justice both in word and act
as the Executive of this Territory.

And the ““Mormons’ care very little
about the Governorship, anyway. It
amounts to but a trifle. The oflice is a
mere sinecure except for a few weeks
every two years. And it affects the
“Mormons’ not at all except durin
that brief period. If the Governor bu
Perfurms his duty under the law, the

‘Mormons’’ have no quarrel with ’him,
whoever he may be. The present in-
cumbent is as innocent of originating
anything under the sun, ‘“‘Mormon’’ or
anti-*‘Mormon,”” as any official who
ever lived simply to draw a salary.
What he has has been as an echo,
what he has done has been as a tool.

But supposing the “Mormons” have
instigated the Sresent congressional
mé into the doings of a government
officer—which is absurd on its face—
why should that be offered in extenua-
tion of the allezed crimes, and as an
argument inst the investigation?
Is not this childish plea a potent ar-

gument against itself? The New York

World says:

*“The general impression of good Re-
publican organs is that thougl; Gover-
nor Murray, of Utah, may have been
guilty of malfeasance while filling the
office of United States Marshal in Ken-
tucky, he has condoned it all by the
beautiful manner in which he has per-
secuted the Mormon Saints.”

That is the idea. It is a highly moral
one, is it not? The Governor is quite
an admirer—in sounding sentences—
of what he calls ‘‘constitutional moral-
ity.”” 1Is this a specimen of the article
as offered for ““Mormon’’ imitation by
Republican regenerators? The Chica-
fo erald has a pretty clear understand-

ng of the situation and thus presents
it in a recent editorial.

“Mr. Murray, of Utah, is now poaln%
as “‘a victim of Mormon hate.” Bu
it is difficult to see what the Mormons
have to do with Mr. Murray’s unpleas-
ant predicament. The foundation ,of
that was laid long before Mr. Murray
made the acquaintance of the sinful
saints. The facts silgglg are that,
when Murray was Unit tates Mar-
shal of Kentucky, John D, White, Re-
presentative in Co 88 from Ken-
tucky, made charges against Murray’s
administration. He was accused
of exaoting fraudulent fees, of
making false vouchers, of drawing
unearned wmileage of witnesses, and
of causing necedless arrests for the
urpose of charging extortionate fees.
he Department of Justice sent George
K. Chase, special agent, to investigate
the charﬁes, who reported that they
were fully substantiated, and on the
strength of that report Murray was
compelled to resign. That report is
now before Springer’s committee, and
all the writhing of Murray and all his
laints that the Mormons are trying to
crush him,” cannot destroy its force.
Coincident with this comes another
storv, which magenr may not be true.
Tt will be remembered thatMurray's at-
titude as a moralist prevented his issu-
ing a certificate to Cannon, the Utah
Dele?te to Congress, who had receiv-
ed all the votes. He issued it instead
to Campbell, who had been run by a
few Gentiles, and had but a dozen or
so of votes. It is now directly charged
that it was not altogether a moral sen-
timent that inﬂgged this action, but
that Campbell obtained the certificate
as a reward for having bought largely
of the stock of the mining
company in which Murray was
interested. @ Take it all in all,
Mr. Murray had better let the Mor-
mons alone and attend to gathering u

the draggled shreds of his dam

reputation. C that he is the
viectim of Moermon hate, and that poli-
tical enemies of his in Kentuc ve

conspired with the Saints to ecrush him

will have but little weight against t

report and evidence on file in the De-
rtment of Justice. It will be remem-

other day in the House that if Murray
had his dues he would be w
striped clothes in the penitentiary.
That is pretty harsh language to use of
such anactive reformer as Murray, but
it shows that Mr. White is thoroughl

in earnest, and at least thinks he know
what he is talkine about.

(Governor!

!

Murray avers that he can refute the
charges. ™ Pending the presentation of
his evidence and the final report of the
committee, he is entitled to a suspen-
sion of judgment. His present wistake
lios in attributing his uneomfortable

sition to the machinations of the
lormons.

WENDELL PHILLIPS.

ANOTHER strong American character
has gohe from the platform offjmortali-
ty. The wires inform us that Wen-
dell Phillips breathed his last at six
o’clock on Saturday evening. He was
a man of great personal courage and

persistency. He was anorator of the

first rank, and manyv a time and oft has
moved the multitudes by his fervent
eloguence while dwelling on the theme
upon which he brought all his remark-
able powers to bear—the abolition of

ﬂlaverf_. :

His literary ﬂbilltg was also used for
the furtherance of his pet object—the
liberation of the colored men of the
South. So strong was his advocacy of
the subject and so unremitting his ef-
forts, that he probably did more than
any other single man toward precipi-
tating the war of the Rebellion.

He was born at Boston, Massachu-
setts, Nov. 29, 1811, lnated from
Harvard Ceollege in 1831, from Cam-
bridge law school in 1833, and was ad-
mitted to the Suffolk County bar in
the following year. He identified him-
self With the small band of abolition-
ists in Bosten in 1837, and not only
took a forward part in agitating anti-
slavery, but also woman’s rights re-
forms, temperance, and the ameliora-
tion of the criminal law.

Among Mr. Phillips’ published pro-
ductions are: ‘‘The Constitution a
Pro-Slavery Compact,”” " 1844; *‘Can
Abolitionists vote or take office under
the United States Constitution?" 1845;
“Reviews of Spooners Constitutional-
itﬁt of Slavery,” Daniel Webster's
Fifth of March Speech and of ‘“‘Kos-
suth’s Curse’” 1847-51; Speeches, 1852;
“‘Defense of the Anti-Slavery Move-
ment,” 1853, republished in London,
besides qui£e a number of latéer pro-
ductions.

With the advance of vears and its
cnn.i;auent decay of physical and
mental powers, Mr, Phillips became
somewhat querulous, captious and
sour, these peculiarities ten some-
what to impair his influence, as the
public is not generally very conside-
rate or charitable even to the most
ﬁ.ﬂed and naturally philanthropic of

e sons of men. '

But few men have made a stronger
or higher mark u the ﬁe of
American history Wendell Phil-
lips. He ranks among the Igeut Spir-
its who have figured in our Republic.

A MEASURE THAT IS AMUSING
AND AMAZING.

WE have received the full text of the
bill, reported by Senator Hoar,January
28th 1884, from the Committee on the
Judiciary, ‘a synopsis of which with
comments we gave to our readers a

few days ago. There is nothing more
in the bill than what appeared in the

synopsis except words that add no
further meaning, unless it be in Sec-

tion 15. which not only annuls all laws
of the Utah Legislature ‘‘creating, or-
ganizing, amending or continuing’’ the

Prepetual Emigratinf Fund Company,
but provides that, ‘‘it shall not be law-
ful for the slative Assembly of the
Territory of Utah to create, organize,
orin any manner recognize any cor-
poration or association for the Pttrpose
of or operating to aeccomplish the
bringing of persons into the said Ter-
l‘it{}r{;‘fﬂr any ﬁlurposa whatever,”

 This is very funny. The encourage-
ment of immigration in sparsely set-
tled rezions has been part of the policy
of the UnitedStates from the beginning,

and organizations to promote and as-
gist in g uq the empty spaces with
wo people, have received leg-
islative sanction and encouragement
in all the new_  States and
Territories.  There is foom enough vet

in Utah for thousands of families, who
if brought here in not too great num-
bers at once, could make homes and
achieve independence in a very few
vears. But it appears that a commit-

tee of ve and sober Senators have
decided that people shall not be brought
into this Te ry Jfor any purpose

whatcrer,under an organization or com-

receiving recoganition from the
aw. What they expect to accomplish
by this is not very clear, but we sup-
pose they imagine it will cripple the
work of the gathering by the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.
And this makes us smile, while we
marvel at the stupidity of the origi-
nators and supporters of so abs a
measure. . 1

gion runs directly counter to the offici-
al recommendation of his Excellency
Eli H. Murray, formerly tof Kentucky
and now Governor of Utah. He wants

ered that White of Kentucky said the |8 “Bureau of Immigration entirel

free from ecclesiastical control, an

under the supervision of an officer or
board of the territorial government.”
Of course there could be no objection
to this, or to the organization of any
number of societies to encourage im-
migration. But they ought not to in-
terfere with the rights and properties
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of a company already organized and
incorporated, anyanore thau it should

intertere with them Senator Hoar
and Governor Murray do not seem to
see alike on this question.

The proposition to take the property
and assets of a private company, and
invest it in the Secretary of the Inte-
rior to be disposed of by the President
of h;EE United iﬁmws, 1no mﬂtt{:r for
W urpose, is amazing . when it is
considered that it emanates from a
body of experienced legislators. It
has more the appearance of a piece of
legislation from a lunatic asylum. We
have a number of corporations organ-
ized nnder the laws of the Territory
for mining, maagufacturing, banking,
railroad, educational, charitable and
other purposes. Congress has just as
much right to pass a law to dissolve
either or all of them, settle up their
accounts and invest the assets wheu
the debts are paid, in some govern-
ment officer, as it has to do this with
the Perpetual Emigrating Fund Com-

ny, organized, as stated in the act of
ncorporation, ‘‘to promote, facilitate
and nﬁ:ﬂmpljsh the emigration of the
poor.

Just as imbeecile is the u.ttemf»t, in
section 12, to place the property, busi-
ness affairs and operations of the cor-

oration known as the Church of Jesus

‘hrist of Latter-day Saints, in the
hands of fourteen trustees appointed
by the President and Senate of the
United States. It would puzzle
a Philadelphia lawyer to show
what right or power the Govern-
ment has to take possession or control
of the property of any Church in the
country: Most of the papers which
have commented on this part of the bill
have acknowledged its unconstitution-
ality, showing that itis a*‘law resﬁeut—
ing an establishment of religion;” but
the Boston Herald says:

‘It purposes to make the powerful
oligarchy known to the law as the cor-
poration of the Mormon Church, sub-
ordinate to its creator and master.,, the
government of the United States.’

This is the first time that we have
heard of a sane rson or journal
claiming that the Government of the
United States is the “‘creator and
master” ot a church. We were under
the impression that this was some-
thing that the Government had nothing
to do with., Also that Congress was
expressly forbidden by the Constitu-
tion to interfere in any way with reli-

on or its free exercise. Perhaps the

oston Herald can enlighten us as to
the time and the manner in which the
Government ‘“‘created”’ the ‘“*“Mormon”’
Church. Asforus, we acknowledge
no creator of our Church but the Al-
mighty, through his servant Joseph
Smith and the people composing its
membership. esus Christ revealed
how and when it should be organized,
and His people obeyed the Divine di-
rections. Its creation was from above.
Its earthly regueiati on and management
are and have n within itself, inde-
pendent of any secular government or
authority. s a Church it acknow-
ledges no ‘“‘master” but the Lord.
Its individual members in their
capacity of citizens, owe allegiance to
the local aud general governments in
any eountry where they reside; but as
& Church organization they are gov-
erned by Church rules and recognize
no secular right to regulate their creed,
control their worship or interfere with
thelr funds.

In this matter they occupy similar

ound to that of any other religious

dv. The Slate has nothing to do
with purelﬁ ecclesiastical affairs.
Property, whether personal or real,
vested in a religious organization, be-
longs to it just the same as if it were
an individual. Congress has no more
right to touch it or appoint trastees to
manage it, than to seize and control
th;frnpertjr of a banking institution,
f rallroad corporation ora private per-
son. As members of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latjer-day Saints we
have the right to manage our own ec-
clesiastical affairs, and we are of the
opinion that any oné who is not a mem-
ber of that Church will find consider-
able difficulty in attempting interfer-
ence with our Church property.

We have no fear that so absurd a
measure will become a law, but we
refer to it in amazement as well
as amunsement, feeling astonishad
that any man  occupying the
exalted sition of a tor of
the United States could seriously re-
commend such rubbish to be made into
law. But we suppose that we should
be prepared for anything when the
“Mormon” tiuestiun is handled by its
opponents, for it seems to paralyze
their sense and judgment. And ‘we
ﬂuﬁht to bear in d the prediction of
Isaiah concerning the .effect on the
world of this ‘““marvelous work and a
wonder’’ that God has commenced to
perform: ‘‘The wisdom of their wise
men shall perish, and the understand-
ing of their prudent men shall be hid.’

A LAME ARGUMENT FOR

“RADICAL MEASURES.”

It will be observed that this provi- | IN order to justify the extreme meas-
ures proposed in the new Senate bill
against the “Mormons,”’ the Boston
Herald attempts to explain the situa-
tion in Utah. In doing =0 it.confounds
two diifcrent things and ‘attacks them
as identical.

plural marriage as bigamy,arguingithat,

It assails “Mormon

““There is no more reason why plural
marriage should be tolerated in Utah

than there is why bizamy should be



