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restriction
A friend remarked lately to the

writer that hebe could not be religious
because it would bind him too
closelyoloa ely the speaker was not one
specially prone to wrongdoing on the
contrary hebe hasbaa a reputation torfor belligbeing
straightforward in all his dealing
but hebe hasbaa paid no particular attention
to religious matters and laIs a fair depre
tentativesenta tive of a classclan of people who fancy
that obedience to the laws of heaven
means a restriction of toe rights audalid
privileges which they are justified in
exercising

suchbuob a view is not in harmony with
truth and justice and it shows a lackjack
of comprehension of the divine willwili
the laws of nature are GOUs laws
they control in time and in eternityv lu
mortality and immortality if there is
anything that produces good that brings
permanent joy and satisfaction or that
adds to the intelligence of men it isin in
harmony with divine law and there
lorefore is18 a part of true religion what
ever retardsregards progress or results in
evil is contrary to the will of god and
therefore isin nonreligiousnon religious in thisthin
view of the subject it may be easily
understood that while religion
all wrongdoing it does not bind man
too closely for his own protection and
benefit

there are however unholy desiresdeciree
that are possessedpoes essed by wenmen these are
antagonistic to the true religious con-
dition and are the outgrowth of false
traditions and improper actions the
appetite shown by thesetheae should be over-
come there are propensities in man-
kind which in moderation are good
when they attain an abnormal growth
they are the opposite for instance trae
desire to bossems this corlus goods itoie
bommen jable so long as it is within
the bounds of justice but when it
pausepasses beyond that and covets the
property which belongs to another it
operates to the injury of those who are
actuated by it because its nature thenthan
isie to rineerinse upon the rights of others
if a man tola gluttonous and eats more
food than his system requires it results
in an injury to his physical being
while he who restrains an abnormal
appetite and is controlled by naturae
lawslaw removes the unnatural desire
and receives health and strength as the
blessing for mug the lordlordald will toin
this regard in the sphere of religion
this proper control over the actions otof
men isin no more no less itir
theyhey insist OUon giving way to abnormal

appetites or unholy desires in any di-
rectioniOD religion condemns the act
and Is thoroughly restrictive in that
regard

all truly religious principlesprinciple all the
commandments which the almighty
has given are beneficial iu their
nature they act as a restriction only
inIII cases of departure from that which
producespioduces good they deprive us of
no right they do not limit us in the
exercise of any privilege that will
improve or benefit they warn astous to
avoid that which in its very nature
results in evil and they indicate to us
the means of living in harmony with
the forces that control in the physical

and spiritual worlds and of reaping the
beDebenefitsfits of such a mo

of course from a worldly point of
view sacrifices must be made in sub-
mitting to the requirements of the
lord yet every law and
of the gospel when properly conformedcon formea
to works a lasting benefit to the indi-
vidual when seed time guineacomes we
spare a portion of our store of gral
tfrir planting it passes from
our possession and to those who do not
know of the subsequent processes it
might seem lost in toe earth butbui toin
the soilHOI it germinates sodaud in due time
brings forth many fold lorfor our susten-
ance thus it lais with too sacrifices
which we make in accord with the
lords willwili they produce more abun-
dantly of the blessings of beavenbeabou lorfor
our enjoyment the sacrifices respon-
sive to religious requirements should be
voluntary in their nature that through
intelligent conformity with law atler
may be fruitful in blessingsblesaings if they
are not freely made it is like taking
seeds that need soil for their gurger minae
uonion and development and scattering
hem amid the rocks or on the waters

they dieate andaad are lost to us because thehe
conditions which combine to maintain
life are not made to exist the
same principle that the harvest suc-
ceeds

suc-
ceed the piaplatingting do the bless
jugings of heaven follow acceptable
sacrifice it11 we spread the
seedaed of good words and work
among men they bear a natural loin
creasecreuze of fruit if we give freely to the
poor it is the planting of seeds that
produce many fold if we pay willingly
of tithes and oftoringe to tootee lord hrhis
blessings will return abundantly to
those who have raithfaith to conform to this
lawjaw thus itia isia with all sacrifices con-
formable witti true religion therefore
they are made freely and joyfullyjay fully by
lhahsebe who the workings
of the unchangeable lawjaw which con

thenthem
the work of religion in this life isia

that of preparing us furfor the future
which lain steadily surely closing in
upon us it cultivates all the
ilits oi01 man to the utmost of his benefit
it alimieliminatesnates or restricts in all that loulu
retard or injure him promfrom the stand-
point of belt IninterestinieLerestreat all mankind should
be religious tajo dueadoes not mean
sanctimonious or gloomy these are not
reuniongion which iuIs a cheerful compli-
ance with universal laws under the di-
rection otof thothe superior intelligence or
the creatorbeatorreator who would guide usug into
the next world asan properly oared furfor
personspersona were guided into the present
sphere in the lullfull possessionacion of all the
f facultiesacuities essen bial to their welfare

the necessity of appropriate prprepep
for the future should be

apparent to every thoughtful person
who takes into consideration the
lessons of the present in this probeproba-
tion the child develops into the man
by the natural unyielding process olof
time to quality him for asso-
ciation with intelligent adults he
is HU subjectedejected to a system of train-
ing IDYby which his mindgaind is cul-
tivated and bis judgmentmisjudgment matured by
the time this is accomplished he is ac-
counted a child no longer and takes

hishieplace among the men of hillbia gener-
ation by thetai inexorable law of na-
ture all men goeo hence those who
would be prepared for assoassociationclation with
the rulerbuler otof the heavenly worlds
must roettereceive the training necessary to
fit them lorfor that condition the eyeays
terntem of education which will give the
perfect training required to qualityqualify
menman for that exalted station is the
religion or gospel of jesus christ
which brings the flesh into submission
to the will orof toe spirit ald teaches itsif
disciples to follow the example of the
savior of the world aud do thejhb will
of their father in heavenbeuveni that in his
presencesence they may enjoy the perfectperfectionioli
of peace and love such ska religion
possesses naught of repulsion to the
good and the pure but when properly
understood exerts for them an attrac-
tion beyond all the powers of mortality

ON SCRIPTURE rationCATION

it is noticeable that there isi a strong
tendency at present among biblical
eexponents to give to sacred texts a
figurative interpretation particularly
is thishist the case with regard to narra-
tives the of which seem in
comprehensible to human reason
recently president harper of the
university of chicago characterized it
esas nonsense IJ to suppose that the aoac-
count of the garden of edon had any
historical or geographical reality the
whole story he maintained is imag-
inary intended to illustrate the writersgerig
idea of the origin of sinsid in a similar
spirit a rabbi in ban francisco in a
lecture on superstition asks whether
the account of lovs wife turning into
a pillar of salt lain meant to convey a
historical fact OXor nt and he repeats
this question harin regard to numerous
other old testamentTei cament events to ozex
plain the scriptures as being toin the
main oriental poetry full of grand
figures of0 speech void of substantial
factsfacto something akin to the imaginary
phantoms of arabian nights seemsseeing to
be the drift of the latest rationalistic
schools

there is nothing entirely nownew inia
this the agnosticsgnostics of the early agogago
maintained that there was a hiddenhadjon
meaning in the word which was
known only to tue select lowlew while the
literal sense absurd as it was prodpro-
nounced todo be in some instances was
good enough torfor the common people
who knew no better origen although
not a gnostic toIs lamousfamous for hishill
allegorical and symbolical interinterpreta-
tions

prota
many of which are utterly

absurd but the rfremarkable thinkthing lais
that these modern interpreters have
advanced no farther than the cele-
brated oh urub father of the second
century his argumentmeat ran something
like this what edification can be de
rived from the history of abrahams
sineta for instance in the matter of
sarah and Abiavimelechmelech or how can
the apparent discrepancies be recon
oiled elzbereiber these things are in
a spiritual and allegorical sense only
L r we must reject toe claim
that the scriptures are divine-
ly inspired this is substantially
me argument of today but itits valid-
ity has already been tested throughout
the ages and found wanting the
sacred scriptures have come out from
the test like the children tola the burn


