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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

RELIGIOUS RESTRICTION,

A friend remarked iately to the
writer that he could mnot be religious
‘because it would “hiud him too

-¢closely.’? The speaker was not coe
specially prone to wrongdoing; on the
contrary he has a reputation iur being
atraightforward in all his deaiings.
But e has paid no particalar atteniion
to religious matters, and ts & falr repre.
sentative of 4 class of people who fanoy
that obedience to the laws of heaven
menans & restriction of toe rights aud
priviieges which they are justified in
@Xurcising.,

Bugh 8 view is not in harmony with
truth and jJustice, and 1t shows a lack
of comprebension of the divine will,
The iaws of nature are (Goa‘s laws;
they centroi in time and in eternity, iu
moriality and immortality., If thereis
anythingthat produces good,that brings
permaneént joy sod satistaction, or that
.adds to the intelligence of men, it is in
harmony with divine law, and there-
fore }a a part of true religion, What-
ever retards progress or reenlts io
«vil is contrary to the will of God, and
therefore is non-rellgious. In this
vlew of the subject it may be easlly
understood that while religion forblua
8ll wrongdoing it does not bind man
too closely for hia own protection and
benefit.

There are, however, unholy desires
that are possessed by men., These are
antagonistic tu the true religious con-
dition, and are the outgrowth of faise
traditions and improper actions. The
appetite shown by theseshouid be over-
come, There are propensities in man-
kind which, in moderation, are good,
when they aitain an abuormal growtu
they are the opposile. For instance, tue
desire to poasess this worlu's goods is
commen.i:ble s0 loog as it iz within
the hounds of Justice; but when it
passes boyond that and covets the
property which belungs to another 1t
cperates to the injury of those who are
actuated by it, because its nature then
*is to infringe npon theri:hts ot othera.
If s man is gluttonous and eats more
food thano his system requires it results
in an lojury to his physical being;
while he who reetrains an sbnorma!
appetite and is controlled by nature?s
Juwe removes the unnaiural desire,
and receives health and strength as the
blessing for doing the Lord?s wili in
thisregard. ILbp the sphere of religion
thie proper gontrol over' the actions of
men is exercised; no more, no less, Lt
they insist on giving way to abnormal
appetites or uuholy desires in any di-
rectlion, religion cundemns the act,
aod 18 thoroughly reatrictive in that
regard.

All truly religioun principler, all the
commandmeuta which the Almigbty
has given, are heneficial iu their
nature. They act as a restriction caniy
in cages of departure from that which
produces govd, They deprive us of
no right; they do vot limit us in the
exerclise of auny privilege that wifi
improve or henefit. They watn us to
avold that which in ite very nature
resuits in evil, acd they indicate to us

the means of living in harmoby with
the forces that control in the physicai

wod spiritusl worlds and of reapiog the
pvenefits of such a life.-

Of course, from s worldly point of
view, sacrifices must be made In sub-
mitting to the requirementa of the
Lord, Yetevery law and ordinapce
of the Guspel, when properiy conformedu
to, works a lagting henefit to the iodi.

vidual. When sesd time cuines we
spare s portion of our store of zrai.
fur planting; it paeses  {rom

our pesseseinn, and to those who do not
kdow of the subsequent procecses it
might seem lost in tne earth. Bul in
the soil it verminates, avd in due time
brings forth many fuld lor our susien-
aoce, Thua it I8 with tbe sacrifioes
which we make io aecord with the
Liord's will; they produce more abun-
dantly of the biessings of heaven lor
our enjoyment. The sacrifices respoc-
sive to religious requirements shouiu be
voluntary 1o their nature, that through
intelligent conformity with law tuey
may be rultful io blessings. Lf they
are not freely made, it is hke (aking
seeds that need soii for their germinus
tion and dJevelopment and scatlering
hem amid the rocks or on the waters,
they ule and are lust tu uy, because the
conditiong which combine Lo maintain
life are not made to exist, Up)n the
same principie that the harvest suc-

ceeds the pla:.ting do the hiess.
ings of heaven follow a&cceptahie
aacrifice, [ §; we spread the
sevd of good wordse and work

swmong men they bear a natarai in-
creage of fruit; if we give ireely to the
poor it is the planting of seeds that
prounce many folu; if we pay willingly
of titngs and ofterings to tne Liord, His
vlessings will return abundantly to
thuse who have raith tv coniorm tu this
luw. Tous it 18 with all sacrifices con-
formahle with 1rue religlon, therefore
they nre made f{reely and joyiully by
th.s¢ who cumpredeud the workings
of the unchaugeavie law which coun-
trois them,

The work of religivn in this life is
that of prepacing us fur the fulure
which 18 steadnly, surely clusing in
upun us. It culuvates ali the capabil-
Itics o) mMan Lo the utmoat of hia henefit;
it eliminates or restricta in atl that woulu
retary or lojurs him, From the stand-
point of sellt 1nterest all mankind should
be religlous. This dues not mean
sanctimonicus or gluomy; these are not
reigion, which is a cheeriul compii-
ance with uuiversal lJaws under the di-
rection of thu superior inteifigence or
the Crestor who would guide us ioto
the next worla as properly cared lor
persons were guided Into the present
sphere—in the full possescion ot all the
tacultics essentiai to their welfare,

‘The neceesity of appropriate prep-
aration for tne future should bLe
apparent Lo every thoughtful person
who takes into consijeration the
lessons of the present. In thts proba-
tivn the child develops into the man
by the nawural, unyieluing process ut
time. ‘To qualiiy him for asszo-
ciation with intelligent adults, he
18 subjecied 1w a sysiem of iraln-
ing by which bis minod is oul-
tivated snd his judgment matured; by
the time this 18 accomplished he iz ac-
counled & child no longer anu takes

his place among the men of his gener-
ation. ‘By the inexorahle law of pat
ture all men go hence, Thoge th
would he prepared for assoclation with
the Ruler of the heaveuly worlds
must receive the training necessary to
fit them for that condition. The ays:
tem of education which will give the
perfect training required to qualify
men for that exalted station is the
religion or Gospel of Jesus Christ,
which brings the flesb into submission
to the will or the apirit, and teéaches its
discipies to lollow the example of the
Savior of the world sud do the will
of their Father in heaven, that in HIs
presence they may enjoy the perfection
of peace anu love. SBuoch A religzion
possesses naught of repulsion to the
gooud and the pure but when properly
understood exerts for them 8an attrac:
tlun heyond alithe powers of mortality.

ON SCRIPTURE INTERPRECATION,

It ia noticeable that there is & strong
tendency ai preseni among Biblical
exponentis to give to sacred textis .a

figurative interpretation. Parlicalarly
is this the case with regard to narra.
tives, the Incidents of which seem 1p-
comprehensible to human reason,
Recently President Harper of the
nopiversity of Cblcagoe characterized it
as “nonsense® to suppcese that the ae.
count of the Garden nf Eden had apy
historical or geographical reality. The
whole story, he maintalned, 1s imag.
inary, intended to illustrate the writer’s
idea of the origin of 8in. In & simifar
spirit & rabbr in Ban Franeisco in g
lecture on superstition, asks Whether
the nccount of Lot’s wife turniug inig
a pillar of ealt 18 meant to Couvey p
historical fact oL nat? And he repeats
this guestion in" regard to Dumerous
other Old Testament events. To ex-
plain the Beriptures a2 belag in the
main oriental poetry, full of grang
figures of speech, vold of subsiantial
tacts, something skin to the imagiuary
phantoms of Arabian Nighte, seems tp
be toe drift of the latest raliomalistig
schools.

There ia nothing entirely new ip
this. The Gnostice of the early ages
malntained that there was a hidden
menning in the word, which was
known vnly to tue select lew, While the
ilteral sense, absurd a8 it Was pro-
nounced to be in some inatauces, was
good enough for the commun people
who Enew no better, Qrigen, although
pot v Gonostie, 18 lamous for his
allegorical and symhuical interpreia-
tions, maby of which are utterly
absurd. Butthe remarkahle thing ja
that theee modern Interpreteérs hgpve
advanced nu farther than the cele-
brated churuh father of the second
century, His argument ransomething
like this: What ediflcation can be e«
rived from the history of Abraham?’a
gin, for insiabce in the matier of
Marah and Apimelech? Or, how can
the apparent discrepancies be recon-
ciled? Eiiher these thinys are true in
a spiritual and sallegorical sense only,

«r we rmust reject toe glaim
that the BSoriptures are divine.
ly inspired. Thils is substantially

the argument of today. But its vailg-
ity has already been tested throughout
the mges and found wanting. TFhe
sacred Seriptures have come out froumn
the test, like the children in the burn-



